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Data Sheet

! A perforated Data Sheet is provided as pages 3 and 4 of this question 
paper.

! This sheet may be useful for answering some of the questions in the 
examination.

! You may wish to detach this sheet before you begin work.
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Answer all questions in the spaces provided

1 (a) A 3.0 kW electric kettle heats 2.4 kg of water from 16 °C to 100 °C in 320 seconds.

(i) Calculate the electrical energy supplied to the kettle.

...............................................................................................................................................

...............................................................................................................................................

(ii) Calculate the heat energy supplied to the water.
specific heat capacity of water = 4200 J kg�1K�1

...............................................................................................................................................

...............................................................................................................................................

...............................................................................................................................................

(iii) Give one reason why not all the electrical energy supplied to the kettle is transferred to the
water.

...............................................................................................................................................

...............................................................................................................................................
(4 marks)

(b) The potential difference supplied to the kettle in part (a) is 230 V.

(i) Calculate the resistance of the heating element of the kettle.

...............................................................................................................................................

...............................................................................................................................................

...............................................................................................................................................

(ii) The heating element consists of an insulated conductor of length 0.25 m and diameter
0.65 mm.  Calculate the resistivity of the conductor.

...............................................................................................................................................

...............................................................................................................................................

...............................................................................................................................................

...............................................................................................................................................

...............................................................................................................................................

...............................................................................................................................................
(5 marks)
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2 In a vehicle impact, a car ran into the back of a lorry.  The car driver sustained serious injuries, which
would have been much less had the car been fitted with a driver�s air bag.

(a) Explain why the effect of the impact on the driver would have been much less if an air bag had
been fitted and had inflated in the crash.

You may be awarded marks for the quality of written communication in your answer.

.........................................................................................................................................................

.........................................................................................................................................................

.........................................................................................................................................................

.........................................................................................................................................................

.........................................................................................................................................................

.........................................................................................................................................................

.........................................................................................................................................................

.........................................................................................................................................................

.........................................................................................................................................................

.........................................................................................................................................................

.........................................................................................................................................................
(4 marks)

(b) Calculate the deceleration of the car if it was travelling at a speed of 18 m s�1 when the impact
occurred and was brought to rest in a distance of 2.5 m.

.........................................................................................................................................................

.........................................................................................................................................................

.........................................................................................................................................................

.........................................................................................................................................................
(2 marks)
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3 A student intends to use a potential divider and a data logger to investigate the oscillations of a pivoted
ruler.  The body of the potential divider is clamped.  The ruler is attached to the shaft of the potential
divider, as shown in Figure 1.  As the ruler oscillates, the shaft turns and moves the sliding contact
along the circular track in the potential divider.  The electrical connections of the potentiometer to the
data logger are shown in Figure 2.

Figure 1

Figure 2

(a) In a preliminary test, the student displaced the lower end of the ruler by a distance of 50 mm from
equilibrium, released it and timed 5 oscillations in 4.2 seconds.  The data logger is capable of
recording 1000 readings at a rate of 100 readings/second.

(i) Estimate how many oscillations could be recorded at this rate.

...............................................................................................................................................

(ii) What would be the time interval between successive readings at this rate?

...............................................................................................................................................
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(iii) Assuming the ruler oscillated with simple harmonic motion, estimate the maximum
displacement of the end of the ruler between successive readings.

...............................................................................................................................................

...............................................................................................................................................

...............................................................................................................................................

...............................................................................................................................................

...............................................................................................................................................

...............................................................................................................................................

...............................................................................................................................................

...............................................................................................................................................

...............................................................................................................................................
(8 marks)

(b) The potential divider in part (a) has a resistance of 4.7 kΩ. It is used to supply a voltage in the
range 0 � 1.0 V from a 1.3 V cell to a data logger.  To do this, a resistor R is connected in series
with the cell and the potential divider, as shown in Figure 3.  Calculate a suitable value for R.

Figure 3

.........................................................................................................................................................

.........................................................................................................................................................

.........................................................................................................................................................

.........................................................................................................................................................

.........................................................................................................................................................

.........................................................................................................................................................
(3 marks)
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4 Figure 4 shows a cross-section through a rectangular light-emitting diode (LED).  When current passes
through the LED, light is emitted from the semiconductor material at P and passes through the
transparent material and into the air at Q.

Figure 4

(a) (i) The refractive index of the transparent material of the LED is 1.5.  Calculate the critical
angle of this material when the LED is in air.

...............................................................................................................................................

...............................................................................................................................................

...............................................................................................................................................

(ii) Figure 4 shows a light ray PQ incident on the surface at Q.  Calculate the angle of
incidence of this light ray at Q if the angle of refraction is 40°.

...............................................................................................................................................

...............................................................................................................................................

...............................................................................................................................................

...............................................................................................................................................

(iii) Figure 4 also shows a second light ray PR incident at R at an angle of incidence of 45°.
Use Figure 4 to explain why this light ray cannot escape into the air.

...............................................................................................................................................

...............................................................................................................................................

...............................................................................................................................................
(7 marks)
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(b) The LED in part (a) is used to send pulses of light down two straight optical fibres of the same
refractive index as the transparent material of the LED.  The fibres are placed end-on with the
LED, as shown in Figure 5.  Optical fibre 1 is positioned at Q and the other at S directly 
opposite P.

Figure 5

(i) Continue the path of the light ray PQ into and along the optical fibre.

(ii) Compare the times taken for pulses of light to travel along the same length of each fibre.

Give a reason for your answer.

...............................................................................................................................................

...............................................................................................................................................

...............................................................................................................................................

...............................................................................................................................................
(3 marks)
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5 While investigating projectile motion, a student used stroboscopic photography to determine the
position of a steel ball at regular intervals as it fell under gravity.  With the stroboscope flashing 
20 times per second, the ball was released from rest at the top of an inclined track, and left the foot of
the track at P, as shown in Figure 6.

Figure 6

For each of the images on the photograph, the student calculated the horizontal distance, x, and the
vertical distance, y, covered by the ball at time t after passing P.  Both distances were measured from
point P.  He recorded his results for the distances x and y in the table.

image x/cm y/cm t/s (y/t)/cm s�1

1 11.6 9.3 0.05

2 22.0 21.0 0.10

3 32.4 35.0 0.15

4 44.2 51.8 0.20

5 54.8 71.0 0.25

6 66.0 92.2 0.30

(a) Using two sets of measurements from the table, calculate the horizontal component of velocity
of the ball.  Give a reason for your choice of measurements.

.........................................................................................................................................................

.........................................................................................................................................................

.........................................................................................................................................................
(2 marks)
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(b) The student worked out that the variables y and t in the experiment could be represented by 

=  u  +  kt

where u and k are constants.

(i) Complete the table on page 12.

(ii) Use the data in the table to plot a suitable graph on page 13 to confirm the equation.

(iii) Use your graph to find the values of u and k.

...............................................................................................................................................

...............................................................................................................................................

...............................................................................................................................................

...............................................................................................................................................

...............................................................................................................................................

...............................................................................................................................................
(9 marks)

(c) State the physical significance of 

u .......................................................................................................................................................

.........................................................................................................................................................

k........................................................................................................................................................

.........................................................................................................................................................
(2 marks)

(d) Calculate the magnitude of the velocity of the ball at point P.

.........................................................................................................................................................

.........................................................................................................................................................

.........................................................................................................................................................

.........................................................................................................................................................
(2 marks)
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6 (a) Figure 7 shows an arrangement used to investigate the properties of microwaves.

Figure 7

When the transmitter T was rotated through 90° about the straight line XY, the receiver signal
decreased to zero.  Explain why this happened and state the property of microwaves responsible
for this effect.

You may be awarded marks for the quality of written communication in your answer.

.........................................................................................................................................................

.........................................................................................................................................................

.........................................................................................................................................................

.........................................................................................................................................................

.........................................................................................................................................................

.........................................................................................................................................................
(3 marks)

(b) A microwave oven produces microwaves of wavelength 0.12 m in air.

(i) Calculate the frequency of these microwaves.

...............................................................................................................................................

...............................................................................................................................................

(ii) In a certain oven, explain why food heated in a fixed position in this oven would be
uncooked at certain points if stationary waves were allowed to form.

...............................................................................................................................................

...............................................................................................................................................

...............................................................................................................................................

...............................................................................................................................................

...............................................................................................................................................

...............................................................................................................................................
(3 marks)
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7 Dry air ceases to be an insulator if it is subjected to an electric field strength of 3.3 kV mm�1 or more.

(a) (i) Show that the electric field strength E and the potential V at the surface of a charged sphere
of radius R are related by 

E =

...............................................................................................................................................

...............................................................................................................................................

...............................................................................................................................................

...............................................................................................................................................

...............................................................................................................................................

(ii) The dome of a Van de Graaff generator has a radius of 0.20 m.  Calculate the maximum
potential of this dome in dry air.

...............................................................................................................................................

...............................................................................................................................................

...............................................................................................................................................

...............................................................................................................................................
(5 marks)

(b) Two high voltage conductors are joined together using a small sphere, as shown in Figure 8.

Figure 8

The conductors are used to transmit alternating current at an rms potential of 100 kV.

(i) Calculate the peak potential of the conductor,

...............................................................................................................................................

...............................................................................................................................................

V
R

conductor

conductor



(ii) Calculate the minimum diameter of the sphere necessary to ensure the surrounding air
does not conduct.

...............................................................................................................................................

...............................................................................................................................................

...............................................................................................................................................
(3 marks)
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8 The radioactive isotope   K decays by β� emission to form a stable isotope of calcium (Ca) or by
electron capture to form a stable isotope of argon (Ar).

(a) (i) Complete the following equation which represents the β� decay of    K.

(ii) Sketch the Feynman diagram for this process.

(4 marks)

(b) (i) Complete the following equation which represents electron capture by   K.

(ii) Sketch the Feynman diagram for this process.

(3 marks)
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(c) The isotope of argon formed as a result of electron capture by   K is found as a trapped gas in
ancient rocks.  The age of an ancient rock can be determined by measuring the proportion of this
isotope of argon to   K.

An ancient rock is found to contain 1 argon atom for every 4 atoms of   K.

(i) The decay of    K by β� emission is 8 times more likely than electron capture.  Show that
for every argon atom in this rock, there must have originally been 13 atoms of    K.

...............................................................................................................................................

...............................................................................................................................................

...............................................................................................................................................

...............................................................................................................................................

(ii) K has a half life of 1250 million years.  Calculate the age of this rock.

...............................................................................................................................................

...............................................................................................................................................

...............................................................................................................................................

...............................................................................................................................................

...............................................................................................................................................

...............................................................................................................................................

...............................................................................................................................................
(6 marks)
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