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Data Sheet

! A perforated Data Sheet is provided as pages 3 and 4 of this question 
paper.

! This sheet may be useful for answering some of the questions in the 
examination.

! You may wish to detach this sheet before you begin work.
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SECTION  A

In this section each item consists of a question or an incomplete statement followed by four suggested 
answers or completions.  

You are to select the most appropriate answer in each case.

You are advised to spend approximately 30 minutes on this section.

1 A particle, whose equilibrium position is at Q, is set into oscillation by being displaced to P, 50 mm
from Q, and then released from rest.  Its subsequent motion is simple harmonic, but subject to damping.
On the first swing, the particle comes to rest momentarily at R, 45 mm from Q.

During this first swing, the greatest value of the acceleration of the particle is when it is at 

A P.
B Q.
C R.
D P and R.

2 A particle of mass 5.0 × 10�3kg performing simple harmonic motion of amplitude 150 mm takes 47 s to
make 50 oscillations.  What is the maximum kinetic energy of the particle?

A 2.0 × 10�3 J
B 2.5 × 10�3 J
C 3.9 × 10�3 J
D 5.0 × 10�3 J

3 When the length of a simple pendulum is decreased by 600 mm, the period of oscillation is halved.
What is the original length of the pendulum?

A 800 mm
B 1000 mm
C 1200 mm
D 1400 mm

FIRST SWING

equilibrium position

P RQ

50 mm 45 mm
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4 A wave of frequency 5 Hz travels at 8 km s�1 through a medium.  What is the phase difference, in
radians, between two points 2 km apart?

A 0

B π
2

C π

D 3π
2

5 A source emits light of wavelength 600 nm as a train of waves lasting 0.01µs.  How many complete
waves are sent out?  
speed of light = 3 × 108m s�1

A 5 × 106

B 18 × 107

C 5 × 109

D 5 × 1022

6 Interference fringes, produced by monochromatic light, are viewed on a screen placed a distance D
from a double slit system with slit separation s.  The distance between the centres of two adjacent
fringes (the fringe separation) is w.  If both s and D are doubled, what will be the new fringe
separation?

A w
4

B w
C 2w
D 4w

7 A narrow beam of monochromatic light falls on a diffraction grating at normal incidence.  The second
order diffracted beam makes an angle of 45° with the grating.  What is the highest order visible with
this grating at this wavelength?

A 2
B 3
C 4
D 5

8 A 10 mF capacitor is charged to 10 V and then discharged completely through a small motor.  During
this process, the motor lifts a weight of mass 0.10 kg.  If 10 % of the energy stored in the capacitor is
used to lift the weight, through what approximate height will the weight be lifted?

A 0.05 m
B 0.10 m
C 0.50 m
D 1.00 m
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9 A capacitor of capacitance 15 µF is fully charged and the potential difference across its plates is 8.0 V.
It is then connected into the circuit as shown.

The switch S is closed at time t = 0.  Which one of the following statements is correct?

A The time constant of the circuit is 6.0 ms.
B The initial charge on the capacitor is 12 µC.
C After a time equal to twice the time constant, the charge remaining on the capacitor is Q0e

2, 
where Q0 is the charge at time t = 0.

D After a time equal to the time constant, the potential difference across the capacitor is 2.9 V.

10 A fairground roundabout makes nine revolutions in one minute.  What is the angular speed of the
roundabout?

A 0.15 rad s�1

B 0.34 rad s�1

C 0.94 rad s�1

D 2.1 rad s�1

11

A small mass is placed at P on a horizontal disc which has centre O.  The disc rotates anti-clockwise
about a vertical axis through O with constant angular speed.  Which one of the following describes the
force which keeps the mass at rest relative to the disc?

A the weight of the mass
B a frictional force directed away from O
C a frictional force directed towards O
D a frictional force directed from P to Q

400 kΩ

15 µF

S

O

P Q



12 The force between two point charges is F when they are separated by a distance r.  If the separation is
increased to 3r what is the force between the charges?

A F
3r

B F
9r

C F
3

D F
9

13

Two parallel metal plates of separation a carry equal and opposite charges.  Which one of the following
graphs, A to D, best represents how the electric field strength E varies with the distance x in the space
between the plates?
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14 In a thermal reactor, induced fission is caused by the    U nucleus capturing a neutron, undergoing
fission and producing more neutrons. Which one of the following statements is true?

A To sustain the reaction a large number of neutrons is required per fission.
B The purpose of the moderator is to absorb all the heat produced.
C The neutrons required for induced fission of   U should be slow neutrons.
D The purpose of the control rods is to slow down neutrons to thermal speeds.

15 Artificial radioactive nuclides are manufactured by placing naturally-occurring nuclides in a nuclear
reactor.  They are made radioactive in the reactor as a consequence of bombardment by

A α particles.
B β particles.
C protons.
D neutrons.

END  OF SECTION  A
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Answer all questions.

You are advised to spend approximately one hour on this section.

1

A microwave transmitter directs waves towards a metal plate.  When a microwave detector is moved
along a line normal to the transmitter and the plate, it passes through a sequence of equally spaced
maxima and minima of intensity.

(a) Explain how these maxima and minima are formed.

You may be awarded marks for the quality of written communication in your answer.

.........................................................................................................................................................

.........................................................................................................................................................

.........................................................................................................................................................

.........................................................................................................................................................

.........................................................................................................................................................

.........................................................................................................................................................

.........................................................................................................................................................

.........................................................................................................................................................

.........................................................................................................................................................

.........................................................................................................................................................
(4 marks)
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(b) The detector is placed at a position where the intensity is a minimum.  When it is moved a
distance of 144 mm it passes through nine maxima and reaches the ninth minimum from the
starting point.

Calculate

(i) the wavelength of the microwaves,

...............................................................................................................................................

...............................................................................................................................................

(ii) the frequency of the microwave transmitter.

...............................................................................................................................................

...............................................................................................................................................
(3 marks)
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2 Communications satellites are usually placed in a geo-synchronous orbit.

(a) State two features of a geo-synchronous orbit.

.............................................................................................................................................................

.............................................................................................................................................................

.............................................................................................................................................................

.............................................................................................................................................................
(2 marks)

(b) Given that the mass of the Earth is 6.00 × 1024kg and its mean radius is 6.40 × 106m,

(i) show that the radius of a geo-synchronous orbit must be 4.23 × 107m,

...............................................................................................................................................

...............................................................................................................................................

...............................................................................................................................................

...............................................................................................................................................

...............................................................................................................................................

...............................................................................................................................................

(ii) calculate the increase in potential energy of a satellite of mass 750 kg when it is raised
from the Earth’s surface into a geo-synchronous orbit.

...............................................................................................................................................

...............................................................................................................................................

...............................................................................................................................................

...............................................................................................................................................
(6 marks)
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3 (a) The equation F = BIl, where the symbols have their usual meanings, gives the magnetic force
that acts on a conductor in a magnetic field.

Give the unit of each of the quantities in the equation.

F ...................................... B ......................................

I ...................................... l .......................................

State the condition under which the equation applies.

........................................................................................................................................................

........................................................................................................................................................
(2 marks)

(b) The diagram shows a horizontal copper bar of 25 mm × 25 mm square cross-section and 
length l carrying a current of 65 A.

(i) Calculate the minimum value of the flux density of the magnetic field in which it should
be placed if its weight is to be supported by the magnetic force that acts on it.

density of copper = 8.9 × 103kg m–3

...............................................................................................................................................

...............................................................................................................................................

...............................................................................................................................................

...............................................................................................................................................

...............................................................................................................................................

...............................................................................................................................................

(ii) Draw an arrow on the diagram above to show the direction in which the magnetic field
should be applied if your calculation in part (i) is to be valid.  Label this arrow M.

(5 marks)
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4 (a) With reference to the process of nuclear fusion, explain why energy is released when two small
nuclei join together, and why it is difficult to make two nuclei come together.

You may be awarded marks for the quality of written communication in your answer.

.........................................................................................................................................................

.........................................................................................................................................................

.........................................................................................................................................................

.........................................................................................................................................................

.........................................................................................................................................................

.........................................................................................................................................................

.........................................................................................................................................................

.........................................................................................................................................................

.........................................................................................................................................................

.........................................................................................................................................................

.........................................................................................................................................................

.........................................................................................................................................................
(3 marks)
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(b) A fusion reaction takes place when two deuterium nuclei join, as represented by

mass of 2H nucleus   =  2.01355 u
mass of 3He nucleus =  3.01493 u
mass of neutron       =  1.00867 u

Calculate
(i) the mass difference produced when two deuterium nuclei undergo fusion,

...............................................................................................................................................

...............................................................................................................................................

...............................................................................................................................................

...............................................................................................................................................

(ii) the energy released, in J, when this reaction takes place.

...............................................................................................................................................

...............................................................................................................................................

...............................................................................................................................................

...............................................................................................................................................
(3 marks)
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H + H           He + n

QUALITY OF WRITTEN COMMUNICATION    (2 marks)

2
1

2
1

3
2

1
0




