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RECOGNISING ACRIEVEMENT

UNIT 2734 ~ CRITICAL RESEARCH,

TEACHER ACTION

STAGE

STUDENT ACTION

1. Decide how many of
the topics will be
offered to the students,
given resources and
expertise of the centre.

2. Brief students on the
topics, explaining the
boundaries of topic
arcas and exemplifying

Identification of topic
area from OCR menu

1.  Based on teacher
nformaton, choose
topic areq to work
within,

1.  Bref students on the
basics of research —
mductive and deductve
- and the mportance of
focus through
hypothests

Initial Hypothesis

1. Based on teacher
information, choose a
hypothesis as a focus
for initdal research

1. Brief students on
internet research — use
of search engines,
memasearches,
accrediting information,
sifting and sorting
information.

2. Provide feedback for
students upon
submission of ininal
research file

Initial Research

1. Students submit iniual
research file of at least
12 arricles, with
contents page, notes
and biblography

2. Stadents book a tutonal

slot for feedback on
research and discussion
of key ideas, aims,
approaches

1. Agree revised
hypothesis with student

Development of
Hypothesis

1. Based on tutorial
feedback, students
revise hypothests with
appropriate/onginal/int
eresting hypothesis.

1. Brnef students on
approaches to
secondary research -
developing internet
research, using BECSTIS,
using audio-visual texts.

2. Provide feedback for
stdents upon
submission of research

file.

Literatare Review

1. Students gather range of

secondary sources,
based upon revised
hypothesis,

2. Added to research file

with contents page,
notes on sources and
bibhiography

3. Seadents book a tutoral

slot for feedback

1. Use above mutonal for
discussion of
appropriate primary
textual evidence.

Identification of Primary
Texts

1. Students gather range of

textual sources, identify
key sequences, arricles
etc and carry out close
textual analysis

2. Added to research file

with contents page,
notes on sources and
bibHography

3. Students book a tutorial

slot for feedback




Brief stadents on
prunary research
methods — advantages
and disadvantages,
issues raised by research
ctc.

Primary Research
methods —
questionnaires, focus
group, observation,
experiment

Students choose at least
two primary research
PrOCesses, as
appropriate to their
research task and carry
out

Students evaluate results
and process and add to
research file

Brief students an
interview skils,

- methods and advantages
and disadvantages of
process

Primary Research
methods — structured and
unstructured interviews

Students carry out at
least one relevant
interview, as appropoate
to their research task
Students evaluate results
and process and add to
research file

Students book a tatorial
slot for feedback

Through tutorial, help
students to shape and
stracture research
material towards
addressing hypothesis
Mark and offer
feedback on Q2 answer,
based on OCR mark
scheme

Q2 ~ Creating an
argument

Write up research
material in response to
Q2.

Revise research material
and its articulation m
response to essay
feedback

Mark and offer
feedback on Q1 answer,
based on OCR mark

scheme.

Q1 - Evaluating the
research process

Wreite up evaluation of
research material in
response o QL

Revise research material
and its evaluation in
TeSpoONse 1o essay
feedback

Brief students on exam
notes, allowances and
restrictions, use of
stimulus.

Chedck student notes
when completed

Notes for the exam

o

Based on teacher
information, students
prepare 4 x Ad pages of
netes.

Show to teacher for
checking

Set mock exam, using
past paper from OCR
Mark and offer
feedback on Q1, Q2

and notes

Mock exam

Sirmock exam.

Revise research matenal,
its evaiuation and notes
i light of teacher
feedback.

Bref students on
coversheet.

Sign coversheet, with
notes attached

External exam

Fill 1o OCR coversheet
and attach to revised
notes

Give to teacher to be
signed

Retain for examination
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Here are gome notes on how candidates might approach

the exam in a structured way which will ensure gl and
g2 are different. You may want to re-organise them or
re-write.

Q1

Intro- what area are you looking at and what is vour
specific focus ?

Paragraph at least on each method, including the method
summarised, two examples of sources, fully referenced
and briefly summarised. Strengths and weaknesses of
both methed and sources cutlined. How each method links
to the next is useful to include.

Thus paragraphs could include

Rocks

Internet {broken into institutional sources, fan sites,
academic

Journals/Magazines

Newspapers

Textual analysis

Interview

Q'naire

Forums online

Etc

Conclusion very brief summariging pros and cons of
methods chosen

Q2

Where g.l1 was about METHODS and paragraphs should be
organised by method, g.2 is about FINDINGS and
paragraphs should perhaps be organised by concepts so
that there is clear distinction between the two.



A structure something like this should work

para 1 Intro- what are the key issues in relation to
yvour area of study ?

For example you might consider:

World Cinema: funding/distribution (Inst) how they
reach audiences and how audiences
receive/interpret/watch the films (aud) how they
represent the culture {(rep) how they are similar
to/differ from western films (forms/conwv)

TV Drama: budgets/scheduling/distribution in other
formats e.g. DVD, competition with other genres, extra-
textual life e.g. spin-off progs (Inst) lssues covered
and how they represent social groups (Rep) conventions
e.g. genre, innovation or not (F and C) audlence
pleasures (Aud)

Politics: how we learn about issues and politics (Rep),
forms and conventions of coverage (F/C) audience
participation (aud) bias and PSB (Inst)

Sport: how sports may be represented {(nationalism,
gender etc) dominance of certain sports and certailn
teams v minority coverage (Rep) conventions cof coverage
(F/C) importance of sport to media and of media to
sport local sport/media (inst) and audience reception
of sport in media (aud)

Children: concerns about what i1s represented to
children/how they are represented (Rep) what kids
understand/the impact of media texts upon them/thelr
pleasures (azud) importance of child audiences to media
institutions {(Inst) the forms and convs of children’s
media texts (F/C)

Para 2 How does vyour specific focus relate to the
issues 1n the topic as a whole ?

Para 3-6 one on each conceptual area: Institution,
Representation, Formsg and Conventions, Audience as they



relate to vour topic. Mavbe more than one paragraph on
some areas but throughout referring to method, sources,
references, guotes, ideas etc

Para 7 brief conclusion
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Fiona - 2 ¥#34

Women and Film - The representation of females in the romantic comedy genre;
Question 1

The candidates chose three fiims without a sense of what was going to be
researched in terms of & specific theme, hypothesis or problematic. No rationale
was therefore possibie as to why the films were chosen. Textual analysis was aiso
therefore undertaken in a vacuum.

The candidate rambles throughout the first page and says very littie. Simply
typing “representation of females within romantic comedies” into Googie is clearly
an inadequate start for research and the comment "I selected what seemed like
appropriate articles” gives no indication of what they are or why they only
“seemed” appropriate. Other generalised comments such as “seemingly reliable
media sites” reflect a vagueness in the response as a whole. There is some basic
reflection on the strengths and weaknesses of the Internet and upon the book
referred to on Page 3 but there is no evaiuation at all.

Comments on secondary research are generalised and superficial. There is a basic
description of the process of constructing and using a questionnaire but there is
no sense of what value this will have for the research as a whole. There is some
reflection on the effectiveness of the focus group but this is very generalised.

Overall the mark for this response is at the top end of Level 2. The research is
mostly appropriate but this is not clearly developed. There is some referencing
but this is incomplete. Description of processes is reasonably clear but there is
very little reflection on sources and methods and no evaluation, Mare than three
methods are clearly used but little rationale as to why they were appropriate.

22 marks

Qdestion 2

The response as a whole is fairiy brief and lacks pracision and focus. Ideas are
not developed and key issues are not discussed in any detail nor are specific
exampies from the films fully explored to support propositions. Brief and
superficial references are made tc the films. The comment related to the hox
office revenue for 50 First Dates make little sense in the context of the answer.

Very little is made of the questionnaire and none of the focus group. Overa!l there
is limited evidence of the ability to relate the research to the question and only
very basic understanding of what the topic entails. Discussion is minima! and only
basic supporting evidence offered,

20 marks

The total mark of 42 would be very close to the current threshoid for a Grade-e.
There is enough here to warrant a pass grade but only very slightly weaker
responses could not be guaranteed a Grade E.



Sarah - Z.F 44~
Children and the Media - Childhood obesity and advertising.

This is a very popular topic and the specific area of study on Childhood Obesity
and Advertising popular within the overail topic.

Given the size of writing the responses from this candidate are not particularly
iong but they are well prepared and succinct.

Question 1

The processes are clearly established and evidence from research to establish the
problematic clearly set from the outset. Full references are given and sources
reflected upon and evaluated. Unusually, research established as being from the
USA is placed in proper context. Candidates very rarely do this. Focus couid have
been tighter in places and evaluation of sources, for example the Daily Express,
could have been more thorough. There is 2 degree balance of the sources cited
and the candidate sets out a clear rationale for conducting a questionnaire and
there is thoughtful evaluation.

Overall research is clearly appropriate and there is precise reflection and
evaluation of secondary sources with examples.

The mark for Question 1 includes some credit on Primary Research that occurs in
Question 2. The mark is comfortably into Level 4.

40 marks

Question 2

This is a fluent and succinct response with clear connection between the focus of
the study and the wider topic, The context is well presented, the argument is
clear and discussion thoughtful. Ideas are well supported by the research in most
cases. Clearly just into Leve! 4 '

The total of 78 establishes this candidate’s responses firmly as a Grade a yet it Is
not a perfect set of responses by any means. It is worth noting that there3 are
still another 12 marks available,
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Question 14
How do individual magazines iarget and keep a particular audience?

Principal Examiner’s Comments

This 15 an mtelligent and wel! informed response that demonstrates a clear understanding
of the concepts and uses case studies perceptively and with accuracy to support the
answer. The candidate uses relevant textual (e.g Kerrang-and Grazia) and institutional
{e.g. Emap) case studies, and articulates the case succinetly and intelligently.

Intelligent well informed precise perceptive mnsights.

Statistical data 1s accurate and referenced (NRS).

The candidate has clearly researched the topic, understood the concepts and successfully
applied the knowledge to the specific set question

This answer falls into the upper band of Level 4, and was awarded a mark of 42 out
of 45. (Notional Grade A)
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