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Introduction

Background

A new structure of assessment for A Level has been introduced, for first teaching from September 2008. Some of the changes include:

· The introduction of stretch and challenge (including the new A* grade at A2) – to ensure that every young person has the opportunity to reach their full potential

· The reduction or removal of coursework components for many qualifications – to lessen the volume of marking for teachers

· A reduction in the number of units for many qualifications – to lessen the amount of assessment for learners

· Amendments to the content of specifications – to ensure that content is up-to-date and relevant.

OCR has produced an overview document, which summarises the changes to Law. This can be found at www.ocr.org.uk, along with the new specification.
In order to help you plan effectively for the implementation of the new specification we have produced this Scheme of Work and Sample Lesson Plans for Law. These Support Materials are designed for guidance only and play a secondary role to the Specification.  
Our Ethos

All our Support Materials were produced ‘by teachers for teachers’ in order to capture real life current teaching practices and they are based around OCR’s revised specifications. The aim is for the support materials to inspire teachers and facilitate different ideas and teaching practices.
Each Scheme of Work and set of sample Lesson Plans is provided in:

· PDF format – for immediate use

· Word format – so that you can use it as a foundation to build upon and amend the content to suit your teaching style and students’ needs.

The Scheme of Work and sample Lesson plans provide examples of how to teach this unit and the teaching hours are suggestions only. Some or all of it may be applicable to your teaching. 
The Specification is the document on which assessment is based and specifies what content and skills need to be covered in delivering the course. At all times, therefore, this Support Material booklet should be read in conjunction with the Specification. If clarification on a particular point is sought then that clarification should be found in the Specification itself.
A Guided Tour through the Scheme of Work

 SHAPE  \* MERGEFORMAT 



	GCE Law H534:  Law of Torts G157

	Suggested teaching time
	Week 1
	Topic
	Introduction

	Topic outline
	Suggested teaching and homework activities 
	Suggested resources
	Points to note

	The nature of the exam; overview of specification and an introduction to liability in the law of tort.
	· Explanation of a teacher produced course outline and weekly scheme of work to give an overview.

· Explanation of the format of the examination paper and the skills which will be developed during the year. 

· Discussion based on discovering the meaning of a ‘tort’ and the reasons why laws are needed.
	· Teacher produced notes.

· Specimen examination paper and past paper questions as appropriate.

· Teacher provided resource based on a newspaper article or a well known case.
	· This week is an overview and an opportunity to show the student the importance of this area of law in everyday life. It also offers an opportunity to revise the place of the law of tort in the English Legal System and the general principles which underlie its existence.


	GCE Law H534:  Law of Torts G157

	Suggested teaching time
	Weeks 2-3
	Topic
	 Aspects of Negligence – the basic duty

	Topic outline
	Suggested teaching and homework activities 
	Suggested resources
	Points to note

	[image: image2.png]Duty of care -The neighbour principle, the development of the neighbour principle through the key cases, areas where a duty is and is not owed, issues of public policy involved with duty e.g. floodgates.
	· [image: image3.jpg]


Teacher information using Donoghue v Stevenson as starting point. Trace development via crucial cases including Anns, Murphy, Caparo, Hill etc.

· Assignment – timeline with case summaries.

· [image: image4.jpg]


Debate – Should a rotting snail have changed the law?

· [image: image5.jpg]


Teacher led discussion on points to be raised in a Section A question – plan and then set an essay as an assignment.

· Investigate repercussions of these developments in everyday life eg. Insurance

· Quiz test – use key facts to stimulate case name and principle of law.
	· Tort Law - Chris Turner

· Unlocking Tort – Chris Turner

· Internet – law report sites if access possible 

· Teacher notes

· Use specimen paper or past paper if available for student marking exercise

· Internet or newspapers 

· Teacher prepared test
	· Negligence is a key topic – it has many parts and involves communicating difficult ideas. Frequent reinforcement of the principles behind the law will develop understanding. 

· This topic frequently appears on examination papers and is one where students can be introduced to and then encouraged to practise writing to a time limit through use of Section A and B questions. It also offers an opportunity to introduce skills needed for the Section C objective questions.


	GCE Law H534:  Law of Torts G157

	Suggested teaching time
	Weeks 4-6
	Topic
	Aspects of Negligence – breach 

	Topic outline
	Suggested teaching and homework activities 
	Suggested resources
	Points to note

	Breach of duty –The reasonable man test and its development; the factors influencing breach; the different classes of defendant e.g. children and professionals, AO2 issues involving breach.
	· Teacher led information looking at developments via cases.

· Debate – what or who is a reasonable man? 

· Teacher input on relevant factors – foreseeability, size of risk, thin skull, social usefulness and the ease with which precautions can be taken as well as what is common practice.

· Special issues – children, professionals and sports – student research activity on sport and doctors.

· Timed Section A question to develop AO2 skills.

· Section B question to develop identification and application skills
	· Textbook and teacher notes
· Internet or newspapers

· Specimen paper or past paper questions
	· This area involves the discussion of policy and its influence on the law.

· It is very topical and involves many areas where student views can be canvassed. These, particularly in the case of medical treatment, may give rise to emotional debate, possibly based on personal or family experience, and teachers should be alert to this. 


	GCE Law H534:  Law of Torts G157

	Suggested teaching time
	Weeks 7-8
	Topic
	Aspects of Negligence – causation and remoteness

	Topic outline
	Suggested teaching and homework activities 
	Suggested resources
	Points to note

	Causation and remoteness – ‘but for’ test including multiple, concurrent and consecutive causes, breaking the chain the effects of intervening acts; issues surrounding remoteness; AO2 issues e.g. fairness and consistency.
	· Teacher led information on basic tests. 

· Consider key cases in this area – Hotson, McGhee, Wagon Mound, Re Polemis, Jobling, Fairchild etc. 

· Activity – make a mind map to show tests in diagrammatic form. 

· Investigation – find a case which meets these tests. Develop into AO2 points to be used in a Section A question. 

· Application to Section B questions and to Section C objective questions
	· Textbook and teacher notes

· Graphic representation – possibly computer based

· Specimen paper and past paper questions. Use as marking exercise to introduce students to levels of assessment
	· This is an interesting but rather fragmented area. It is important that students not only understand but also have an accurate representation of all the relevant categories and cases. 

· Policy issues are important here


	GCE Law H534:  Law of Torts G157

	Suggested teaching time
	Week 9
	Topic
	Aspects of Negligence – negligent misstatement

	Topic outline
	Suggested teaching and homework activities 
	Suggested resources
	Points to note

	Negligent misstatement – Relation to negligence; how it applies, the Hedley Byrne principles, development and the extension of the law on negligent misstatement.

	· Teacher introduction to explain and focus on the issues.

· Investigation of key cases and the policy issues raised in preparation for a Section A question. 

· Application to Section C objective questions – true or false quiz test to develop this.
	· Textbook and teacher notes

· Codes of conduct of professional body e.g. the Law Society 

· Use of past paper questions and mark schemes to improve analytical and application skills
	· This is not always an easy area for students to grasp. Policy pays a big part but there is the opportunity to consider how the law applies to professional groups such as solicitors and estate agents.


	GCE Law H534:  Law of Torts G157

	Suggested teaching time
	Week 10
	Topic
	Aspects of Negligence - omissions

	Topic outline
	Suggested teaching and homework activities 
	Suggested resources
	Points to note

	Omissions – A definition of an omission and the distinction between an omission and an act. The situations when a duty to act can give rise to liability for an omission e.g. control exercised by the defendants, assumption of responsibility and creation of a risk, special relationship between the parties.
	· Physical activity – in teams demonstrate actions and omissions which create liability. 

· Debate – Is the law on omissions fair?

· Teacher information on different categories of omissions.

· Application to Section A questions and as an element of Section B questions.
	· Textbook and teacher notes

· Media reports on the Yorkshire Ripper case in relation to the case of Hill 

· Specimen and past paper questions
	· This is a good area for consolidating skills, especially in Section A questions. Students need to be encouraged to show knowledge and then to make informed comment on that knowledge as one cohesive process rather than having all the facts and then some comment at the end. It is also a good time to develop the skill of writing an introduction which picks up on the issues raised by the question. It is also a good method of developing application skills needed in Section B and Section C objective questions.


	GCE Law H534:  Law of Torts G157

	Suggested teaching time
	Weeks 

11-12
	Topic
	Aspects of Negligence – nervous shock

	Topic outline
	Suggested teaching and homework activities 
	Suggested resources
	Points to note

	Nervous shock – Explanation and historical development of nervous shock, explanation of the concepts of primary and secondary victims; analysis and discussion of rescuers and bystanders; AO2 issues e.g. policy factors affecting the shaping of nervous shock.  An introduction to the special study unit.
	· Teacher led information on the development of the law through key cases – students to prepare timeline to show how law has changed.

· Investigate policy arguments and how these have impacted on the law.

· Application to both Section A and B questions. 

· Test on different levels of claimant. 
	· Textbook and teacher notes

· Internet research on cases e.g. Alcock leading to presentation on the law

· OCR Special Study Materials

· Specimen paper and past paper questions
	· This is an interesting area which provokes a lot of discussion. It is easy to find cases in which the issues are raised and it is a very good area to develop AO2 points for Section A questions. It also lends itself to application scenarios in preparation for both Section B and Section C objective questions. This area is covered in the Special Study Paper and allows an introduction of the skills needed for this paper and the ideas it explores.


	GCE Law H534:  Law of Torts G157

	Suggested teaching time
	Week 13
	Topic
	Negligence

	Topic outline
	Suggested teaching and homework activities 
	Suggested resources
	Points to note

	Defences – an introduction to contributory negligence and its historical development. AO2 issues with contributory negligence e.g. the fairness of 100% contributory negligence. An outline of the principles of voluntary assumption of risk.


	· Teacher led discussion on the role of defences, their application and the principles which lie behind them.

· Debate – Should the law of tort contain defences? How well do they work?

· Prepare to answer a Section A question on this topic under timed conditions. 


	· Textbook and teacher notes

· Research the small print of a home or motor insurance policy

· Specimen paper and past paper questions


	· This topic marks the end of the tort of negligence in its many forms. It is a good time to recap on material covered so far and to reinforce the principles behind the law. This material is useful in all parts of the examination paper. 




	GCE Law H534:  Law of Torts G157

	Suggested teaching time
	Week 14-15
	Topic
	Torts affecting land – occupiers liability

	Topic outline
	Suggested teaching and homework activities 
	Suggested resources
	Points to note

	Occupiers Liability – Key features of the 1957 Act e.g. types of visitor, independent contractors; key features of the 1984 Act and its impact and the adequacies of OLA from the perspective of the visitor and owner.


	· Teacher introduction on topic and introduction to relevant statue law.

· Exercise – summarise teacher directed provisions in both 1957 and 1984 Act.

· Assignment – work in 3’s based on scenario exploring how the law works for employers, lawful visitors and trespassers (innovative teaching idea) (stretch and challenge).

· Application to exam questions – use Section B as a model.
	· Textbook and teacher notes

· Internet or textbook

· Specimen paper and past paper questions


	· A good area to explain to students as it can be very practically based on their experience at school, college, workplace or everyday life. It also lends itself to policy based discussions which are useful for Section A questions. 


	GCE Law H534:  Law of Torts G157

	Suggested teaching time
	Week 16-17
	Topic
	Torts affecting land – trespass

	Topic outline
	Suggested teaching and homework activities 
	Suggested resources
	Points to note

	Trespass to Land – The meaning of land, an appreciation of unlawful entry and the act of trespass; the different classes of defendant and claimant, an overview of the defences.
	· Teacher led information on the historical context of the law and what constitutes trespass.

· Produce chart based on key cases to illustrate classes of claimants and defendants.

· Pair work to research and justify possible defences and their application to a scenario.

· Assignment – students to devise Section C objective questions for others to discuss and develop application skills. 
	· Textbook and teacher notes

· Key case notes 

· Specimen paper and past paper questions


	· An area which demonstrates the difference between the level of awareness possessed by a layman and that of a lawyer. It offers a useful point of comparison with the criminal law and provokes a lot of debate.  Media resources are often easy to come by to illustrate the law being applied to practical situations.


	GCE Law H534:  Law of Torts G157

	Suggested teaching time
	Weeks 

18-19
	Topic
	Torts affecting land - nuisance

	Topic outline
	Suggested teaching and homework activities 
	Suggested resources
	Points to note

	Nuisance – An explanation of the different categories of nuisance (public, private and statutory); who and when an individual can sue; who can be sued; unreasonable use of land; duration; locality; seriousness and malice; defences and remedies.
	· Brainstorming activity – what does nuisance mean?

· Teacher led information on basic definitions and the categories of nuisance.

· Private nuisance - develop time line of important cases and pie chart to show factors which make up liability.

·  Investigate relevant statutes

· Team quiz based on cases – is a given set of facts a nuisance or not?

· Develop application skills in relation to Section B and C objective questions.
	· Textbook and teacher notes

· Case notes

· Relevant statutes as directed by teacher 

· Specimen paper or past paper questions
	· This is very broad area and one to which students can relate. However, it is quite complex and some form of diagrammatic representation may be useful. It is a common theme in cases reported in the media which can be helpful in explaining the principles. It is also frequently used in examination papers. 


	GCE Law H534:  Law of Torts G157

	Suggested teaching time
	Week 20
	Topic
	Torts affecting land – Rylands v Fletcher

	Topic outline
	Suggested teaching and homework activities 
	Suggested resources
	Points to note

	Rylands v Fletcher – the purpose of the tort and a definition; an overview of the five key elements (non natural use of land, likely to do mischief, if it escapes and bringing onto land, foreseeable harm); the different types of claimant and defendant, defences and remedies.
	· Teacher led information on basic principles. 

· Timeline on key cases starting with Rylands v Fletcher.

· Creation of mind map to represent all the different aspects of this defence.

· Timed work based on a Section B question.

· Debate on the principles and policy implications of the law in preparation for a Section A question assignment 


	· Textbook and teacher notes

· Use of key cases 

· Use the Rylands v Fletcher quiz in the Sample Classroom Exercise – use students to explain the cases in pairs.

· Specimen paper and past paper questions


	· This area is one which provokes a lot of debate and there is an interesting overlap with the law on strict liability to explore.  It is a common feature of exam questions. It appears a lot in the media and it is good to ask students to find cased where this area has featured even if it is not named as Rylands. 

· At the end of this topic it is worth reviewing all the torts relating to land which have been covered so far. Some kind of diagrammatic representation helps students to understand the key differences between these torts and identify them in Section B and C questions. 


	GCE Law H534:  Law of Torts G157

	Suggested teaching time
	Weeks 21-22
	Topic
	Torts affecting civil liberties – trespass to the person

	Topic outline
	Suggested teaching and homework activities 
	Suggested resources
	Points to note

	Trespass to the person – definitions and key features of assault and battery, false imprisonment and harassment; AO2 issues e.g. medical issues; key features of the defences (consent and lawful authority) and examples of lawful and non lawful detention.
	· Teacher information on basic principles and definitions. Work on key cases and statutory provisions.

· Multiple choice quiz based on scenarios to choose most appropriate tort. 

· Debate – Should patient autonomy take precedence over the need for medical treatment?

· Prepare for timed work on Section A or B questions. 

· Test on Section C objective question skills. 
	· Textbook and teacher notes

· Student prepared scenarios

· Media articles – use medical or sporting cases as a stimulus such as In Re F, Re T or Simms and Condon v Basi
· Specimen paper or past paper questions
	· For students this is a very interesting and provocative area on which nearly everyone has a view and possibly a personal experience to relate. It is good to extract legal principles from this which set the law in a clear context. It leads to a lot of discussion on the role of the law of tort in this area. It is also very common in each area of the examination paper. 


	GCE Law H534:  Law of Torts G157

	Suggested teaching time
	Week 23
	Topic
	Liability for animals

	Topic outline
	Suggested teaching and homework activities 
	Suggested resources
	Points to note

	Liability for animals – The key elements of the Animals Act 1971 (who is liable, dangerous and non dangerous animals); the characteristics of the animal; the issues surrounding straying livestock; defences.
	· Teacher led information on key statutory provisions and important cases.

· Quiz – dangerous or non-dangerous?

· Research project – find a media story involving the Animals Act.

· Mind map to chart defences.

· Timed assignment using a Section A past question.

· Debate – Is the Animals Act a sensible and workable piece of law?
	· Textbook and teacher notes

· Statutory provisions to be read and put into plain language 

· Media resources

· Specimen paper or past paper questions


	· This topic is appealing for students and it is logical due to statutory activity. However, it needs to be looked at in detail to pick up the nuances of the law. As most people like animals it tends to provoke a lot of discussion which can be quite emotive. It is a common feature of examination papers.


	GCE Law H534:  Law of Torts G157

	Suggested teaching time
	Week 24
	Topic
	Vicarious liability

	Topic outline
	Suggested teaching and homework activities 
	Suggested resources
	Points to note

	Vicarious liability – An introduction to the concept of vicarious liability; the arguments for and against vicarious liability, the tests of employment e.g. control test; authorised and unauthorised act and the position of independent contractors. 
	· Teacher led information on the tests of employment and key cases. 

· Flow chart to illustrate how the tests are used.

· Quiz – how to spot an employee.

· Discussion on the overlap into criminal law and activities outside the course of employment. 

· Assignment - find a media story involving vicarious liability and make a presentation (innovative teaching idea).
· Mind map on arguments for and against vicarious liability.

· Timed work on Section A or B questions and develop application skills in relation to Section C objective questions. 
	· Textbook and teacher notes

· Media resources 

· Specimen paper and past paper questions


	· This topic is one to which students can relate and they enjoy discussion. It can be complex and does benefit from clear explanation. The use of a diagrammatic format can help students understand how to apply the law. There are plenty of references which can be made to the media and to everyday life. It is a common feature of examination papers.


Sample Lesson Plan: GCE Law H534
Law of Torts G157

An introduction to Vicarious Liability
OCR recognises that the teaching of this qualification will vary greatly from school to school and from teacher to teacher. With that in mind, this lesson plan is offered as a possible approach but will be subject to modifications by the individual teacher.

Lesson length is assumed to be one hour. 

Learning objectives for the lesson

	Objective 1
	Students to understand the key principles behind Vicarious Liability.

	Objective 2
	Students begin to distinguish for themselves when Vicarious Liability applies and how to recognise it.

	Objective 3
	Students begin to evaluate the strengths and weaknesses of this kind of liability and the impact it has on the English Legal System.


Recap of previous experience and prior knowledge

· This topic is often taught towards the end of the course and presupposes some student knowledge relating to the law of tort and the principles which underlie the law in terms of ensuring accountability and access to remedies, including compensation. 

· Introduce Vicarious Liability in the context of knowledge gained so far and the points raised above. 

Content

	Time
	Content

	5 minutes
	Warm up activity to assess prior knowledge by asking students to provide answers to the following questions, with examples. Why should an employer be liable for the acts of his employees? How would you feel if you were hurt and an employee tried to avoid liability by hiding behind an employer’s instructions? How easy is it to decide when someone should be liable? Is it reasonable to always make an employer liable? If not, why not? 

Use the discussion this generates to illustrate some of the limits to the principle of Vicarious Liability and use visual imaging based on ticks and crosses to record student views where appropriate. 

	10 minutes
	Set students a 10-minute challenge based around the sample classroom exercise included in these materials. Split the class into smaller groups (of equal numbers if possible) and ask them to decide what, in one or more of the scenarios, the decision in the case will be. At this stage ask them for a ‘common sense’ decision, informed by knowledge they have gained in the earlier part of the course, and they need to write down the arguments they would use to justify their decision.


	Time
	Content

	5-10 minutes
	Pupils to feedback on their decisions. If possible use one pupil from each group to act as scribe and try to piece together a visual representation of what each group has concluded. 

	15 minutes
	Teacher to introduce and outline the basic tests which are used to assign employee status, stressing the importance of the common law development given the lack of statutory authority

· The ‘control’ test 

· The ‘integration’ or ‘organisation’ test

· The ‘economic reality’ or ‘multiple’ test.

Teacher to introduce and outline irregular situations which cover situations such as casual workers and agency staff.

Teacher to introduce and outline when a tort is inside or outside the course of employment. 

Teacher to introduce and outline the limits of liability in relation to issues such as a crime in the course of employment and the concept of an independent contractor. 

	10 minutes
	Focus in more detail on the tests of employment based on decisions made by the courts. Use statutory definitions and the words of judges to clarify the meaning of key words such as ‘control’, ‘integration’ and ‘economic reality’. 

Ask students to research key decision such as Mersey Docks and Harbour Board v Coggins and Griffiths (Liverpool) Ltd (1974) and Ready Mixed Concrete (South East) v Minister of Pensions and National insurance (1968) 


Consolidation

	Time
	Content

	5 minutes
	Teacher to reinforce basic tests introduced so far and why this area of law needed. 

	
	Set tasks for the next lesson to consolidate and then expand on material covered in this session. These may be based on textbooks, teacher notes or other sources and could include an assignment based on another of the scenarios in the sample classroom exercise to illustrate how the tests, supported by case decisions, are used. 


Note – this lesson is specifically intended as an introduction to the topic and later lessons will focus on application to Section A, B and C examination questions. This format can be translated into other topics in the specification.

Other forms of Support

In order to help you implement the new GCE Law specification effectively, OCR offers a comprehensive package of support. This includes:

OCR Training
Get Ready…introducing the new specifications
A series of FREE half-day training events are being run during Autumn 2007, to give you an overview of the new specifications.

Get Started…towards successful delivery of the new specifications

These full-day events will run from Spring 2008 and will look at the new specifications in more depth, with emphasis on first delivery.

Visit www.ocr.org.uk for more details.

Mill Wharf Training

Additional events are also available through our partner, Mill Wharf Training. It offers a range of courses on innovative teaching practice and whole-school issues - www.mill-wharf-training.co.uk. 

e-Communities
Over 70 e-Communities offer you a fast, dynamic communication channel to make contact with other subject specialists. Our online mailing list covers a wide range of subjects and enables you to share knowledge and views via email.

Visit https://community.ocr.org.uk, choose your community and join the discussion!

Interchange

OCR Interchange has been developed to help you to carry out day to day administration functions online, quickly and easily. The site allows you to register and enter candidates online. In addition, you can gain immediate a free access to candidate information at you convenience. Sign up at https://interchange.ocr.org.uk
Published Resources

OCR offers centres a wealth of quality published support with a fantastic choice of ‘Official Publisher Partner’ and ‘Approved Publication’ resources, all endorsed by OCR for use with OCR specifications.

Publisher partners

OCR works in close collaboration with three Publisher Partners; Hodder, Heinemann and Oxford University Press (OUP) to ensure centres have access to:

· Better published support, available when you need it, tailored to OCR specifications 

· Quality resources produced in consultation with OCR subject teams, which are linked to OCR’s teacher support materials

· More resources for specifications with lower candidate entries

· Materials that are subject to a thorough quality assurance process to achieve endorsement

Hodder Education is the publisher partner for OCR GCE Law.
Hodder Education is producing the following resources for OCR GCE Law for first teaching in September 2008, which will be available in Spring 2008.

Jacqueline Martin, Chris Turner. OCR Law for AS. (2008). ISBN: 9780340959398

Leon Riley. OCR Law for AS: Teacher's Resource CD-ROM. (2008). ISBN: 9780340968857
Approved publications

OCR still endorses other publisher materials, which undergo a thorough quality assurance process to achieve endorsement.  By offering a choice of endorsed materials, centres can be assured of quality support for all OCR qualifications.

Endorsement

OCR endorses a range of publisher materials to provide quality support for centres delivering its qualifications. You can be confident that materials branded with OCR’s “Official Publishing Partner” or “Approved publication” logos have undergone a thorough quality assurance process to achieve endorsement. All responsibility for the content of the publisher’s materials rests with the publisher.

These endorsements do not mean that the materials are the only suitable resources available or necessary to achieve an OCR qualification. Any resource lists which are produced by OCR shall include a range of appropriate texts.




































= ICT Opportunity 


This icon is used to illustrate when an activity could be taught using ICT facilities.





= Stretch & Challenge Activity 


This icon is added at the end of text when there is an explicit opportunity to offer


Stretch and Challenge.





= Innovative Teaching Idea


All the teaching ideas contained in the SOW are innovative, but the icon is used to 


Highlight exceptionally innovative ideas.
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