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Introduction

Background

A new structure of assessment for A Level has been introduced, for first teaching from September 2008. Some of the changes include:

· The introduction of stretch and challenge (including the new A* grade at A2) – to ensure that every young person has the opportunity to reach their full potential

· The reduction or removal of coursework components for many qualifications – to lessen the volume of marking for teachers

· A reduction in the number of units for many qualifications – to lessen the amount of assessment for learners

· Amendments to the content of specifications – to ensure that content is up-to-date and relevant.

OCR has produced an overview document, which summarises the changes to GCE Law. This can be found at www.ocr.org.uk, along with the new specification.
In order to help you plan effectively for the implementation of the new specification we have produced this Scheme of Work and Sample Lesson Plans for GCE Law. These Support Materials are designed for guidance only and play a secondary role to the Specification.  
Our Ethos

All our Support Materials were produced ‘by teachers for teachers’ in order to capture real life current teaching practices and they are based around OCR’s revised specifications. The aim is for the support materials to inspire teachers and facilitate different ideas and teaching practices.
Each Scheme of Work and set of sample Lesson Plans is provided in:

· PDF format – for immediate use

· Word format – so that you can use it as a foundation to build upon and amend the content to suit your teaching style and students’ needs.

The Scheme of Work and sample Lesson plans provide examples of how to teach this unit and the teaching hours are suggestions only. Some or all of it may be applicable to your teaching. 
The Specification is the document on which assessment is based and specifies what content and skills need to be covered in delivering the course. At all times, therefore, this Support Material booklet should be read in conjunction with the Specification. If clarification on a particular point is sought then that clarification should be found in the Specification itself.
A Guided Tour through the Scheme of Work

 SHAPE  \* MERGEFORMAT 



	GCE Law H534:  Criminal Law Special Study G154

	Suggested teaching time
	Week 1
	Topic
	Overview of the defences

	Topic outline
	Suggested teaching and homework activities 
	Suggested resources
	Points to note

	[image: image2.png]Duress by threats – nature, scope and limitations
	· Students should have gathered all materials on duress by threats, duress of circumstances and necessity in readiness for the beginning of the Special Study block.

· Use of PowerPoint overview of definitions and rules of duress by threats as an introduction.

· Students to produce revision checklist of definition of duress by threats. 

· Homework – students to make brief case notes on cases on the rules for duress by threats.
	· Criminal Law for A2. Jacqueline Martin.  Chapter 14.6.1. – 14.6.8 & 14.6.10.

· Unlocking Criminal Law 2nd Edition. Jacqueline Martin & Tony Storey. Hodder Arnold. Chapter 8.4.

· Special Study Materials – Sources 1- 6.

· Teaching notes.
	· AO2 stretch and challenge opportunity for students to recognise problems for morality and justice and the effect of judicial law making on the area.
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Duress of circumstances – nature, scope and limitations
	· Students to produce revision checklist of meaning of definition of duress of circumstances. 

· Homework – students to make brief case notes on cases illustrating duress by circumstances.
	· Criminal Law for A2. Chapter 14.6.9

· Unlocking Criminal Law 2nd Ed. Chapter 8.4.

· Special Study Materials – Sources 7-9.

· Teaching notes.
	· AO2 stretch and challenge opportunity for students to recognise that the defence only exists because of the unavailability of necessity – plus the problem of whether the two are in fact the same thing as some judges suggest.

	Necessity – traditional lack of availability – restricted development in Re A (Conjoined Twins)
	· Students to produce revision checklist of basic rule and the exception in Re A. 

· Homework – students to make brief case notes on Dudley & Stephens, Kitson, Re A, Shayler.

· Teacher led discussion on how the rule operates.
	· Criminal Law for A2. Chapter 14.7.

· Unlocking Criminal Law 2nd Ed. Chapter 8.5.

· Special Study Materials – Sources 9-11.

· Teaching notes.
	· AO2 stretch and challenge opportunity for students to recognise the inconsistency of the approaches.
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	GCE Law H534:  Criminal Law Special Study G154

	Suggested teaching time
	Week 2
	Topic
	Specimen Question 1 - researching the cases in the specimen course materials:

	Topic outline
	Suggested teaching and homework activities 
	Suggested resources
	Points to note

	Graham
	· Teacher to identify key points on one case – extracting all information from Source – and adding any points from texts etc

· Students to work individually/in pairs/in small groups and repeat for all cases in the Special Study Materials.
	· Special Study Materials Source 1.

· Criminal Law for A2. Jacqueline Martin.  Chapter 14.6.1. – 14.6.8 & 14.6.10.

· Unlocking Criminal Law 2nd Edition. Jacqueline Martin & Tony Storey. Hodder Arnold. Chapter 8.4.

· Teaching Notes
	

	Howe


	· ditto
	· Special Study Materials Source 2, Source 3, Source 4 & Source 5.

· Criminal Law for A2. Chapter 14.6.1. – 14.6.8 & 14.6.10.

· Unlocking Criminal Law 2nd Ed. Chapter 8.4.

· Teaching Notes
	

	DPP for Northern Ireland v Lynch


	· ditto
	· Special Study Materials Source 3.

· Criminal Law for A2. Chapter 14.6.1. – 14.6.8 & 14.6.10.

· Unlocking Criminal Law 2nd Ed. Chapter 8.4.

· Teaching Notes
	

	Gotts


	· ditto
	· Special Study Materials Source 4.

· Criminal Law for A2. Chapter 14.6.1. – 14.6.8 & 14.6.10.

· Unlocking Criminal Law 2nd Ed. Chapter 8.4.

· Teaching Notes
	

	Valderrama-Vega


	· ditto
	· Special Study Materials Source 5.

· Criminal Law for A2. Chapter 14.6.1. – 14.6.8 & 14.6.10.

· Unlocking Criminal Law 2nd Ed. Chapter 8.4.

· Teaching Notes
	

	Cole


	· ditto
	· Special Study Materials Source 5.

· Criminal Law for A2. Chapter 14.6.1. – 14.6.8 & 14.6.10.

· Unlocking Criminal Law 2nd Ed. Chapter 8.4.

· Teaching Notes
	

	Hudson and Taylor


	· ditto
	· Special Study Materials Source 5.

· Criminal Law for A2. Chapter 14.6.1. – 14.6.8 & 14.6.10.

· Unlocking Criminal Law 2nd Ed. Chapter 8.4.

· Teaching Notes
	

	Sharp


	· ditto
	· Special Study Materials Source 6.

· Criminal Law for A2. Chapter 14.6.1. – 14.6.8 & 14.6.10.

· Unlocking Criminal Law 2nd Ed. Chapter 8.4.

· Teaching Notes
	

	Shepherd


	· ditto
	· Special Study Materials Source 6.

· Criminal Law for A2. Chapter 14.6.1. – 14.6.8 & 14.6.10.

· Unlocking Criminal Law 2nd Ed. Chapter 8.4.

· Teaching Notes
	

	Kitson


	· ditto
	· Special Study Materials Source 7.

· Criminal Law for A2. Chapter 14.6.9.

· Unlocking Criminal Law 2nd Ed. Chapter 8.4.

· Teaching Notes
	

	Conway


	· ditto
	· Special Study Materials Source 7 & Source 9.

· Criminal Law for A2. Chapter 14.6.9.

· Unlocking Criminal Law 2nd Ed. Chapter 8.4.

· Teaching Notes
	

	Willer


	· ditto
	· Special Study Materials Source 7 & Source 9.

· Criminal Law for A2. Chapter 14.6.9.

· Unlocking Criminal Law 2nd Ed. Chapter 8.4.

· Teaching Notes
	

	Martin


	· ditto
	· Special Study Materials Source 7.

· Criminal Law for A2. Chapter 14.6.9.

· Unlocking Criminal Law 2nd Ed. Chapter 8.4.

· Teaching Notes
	

	Pommell


	· ditto
	· Special Study Materials Source 8.

· Criminal Law for A2. Chapter 14.6.9.

· Unlocking Criminal Law 2nd Ed. Chapter 8.4.

· Teaching Notes
	

	Re A (Conjoined Twins)
	· ditto
	· Special Study Materials Source 10 & Source 11.

· Criminal Law for A2. Chapter 14.7.

· Unlocking Criminal Law 2nd Ed. Chapter 8.5.

· Teaching Notes
	


	GCE Law H534:  Criminal Law Special Study G154

	Suggested teaching time
	Week 3
	Topic
	Specimen Question 1 – answering specimen question 1:

	Topic outline
	Suggested teaching and homework activities 
	Suggested resources
	Points to note

	Demands of the question


	· Teacher led instruction on the demands of question 1 questions.

· Explaining pure application skills.
	· Mark Schemes from past papers (unit 2573).
	· Note that there are no AO1 marks for question 1.

	Exam skills
	· Students to answer questions on cases in timed conditions.

· Feedback.
	
	


	GCE Law H534:  Criminal Law Special Study G154

	Suggested teaching time
	Week 4
	Topic
	Specimen Question 2 – researching the eleven Sources in the specimen materials

	Topic outline
	Suggested teaching and homework activities 
	Suggested resources
	Points to note

	Identifying key quotes


	· Using past questions as an example teacher to go through one Source identifying statements in the Source that could form the basis of a discussion and therefore a question 2 question.

· Students in pairs or small groups are allocated one of the other ten Sources each and then report back to the whole class on their findings.

· Students to write one of the suggested essays for homework.
	· Special Study Materials Sources 1-11.
	

	Identifying AO2
	· Teacher to go through one Source identifying available comment for AO2 by highlighting key aspects of the Source

· Students individually work on the other ten Sources highlighting AO2 with individual support from the teacher

· Students work on developing additional checklist of AO2 by:
· Internet research

· Library research
· Class feedback.

	· Special Study Materials Sources 1-11.
	· Key AO2 =

· Justifications for duress by threats

· Availability of defence

· Inconsistencies and need for reform

· Reasons for duress of circumstances 

· Limitations of the defence

· Confusion with necessity

· Basic rule on necessity

· Special justifications in Re A



	GCE Law H534:  Criminal Law Special Study G154

	Suggested teaching time
	Week 5
	Topic
	Specimen Question 2 – answering question 2:

	Topic outline
	Suggested teaching and homework activities 
	Suggested resources
	Points to note

	Demands of the question


	· Teacher led instruction on the demands of question 3 questions.

· Focus on skills of critical appreciation.
	
	· Note the breakdown of marks – AO1 16, AO2 14.

	Critical writing skills
	· Students work on adding critical comment to information, including AO2 taken from the Sources and from other sources e.g. texts, internet.

· Students work on time management for examinations.
· Students work on length of answers.
	
	


	GCE Law H534:  Criminal Law Special Study G154

	Suggested teaching time
	Week 6
	Topic
	Specimen Question 3 – answering question 3:

	Topic outline
	Suggested teaching and homework activities 
	Suggested resources
	Points to note

	Demands of the question


	· Teacher led instruction on the demands of question 3 questions.

· Explaining pure application skills.


	· Past exam papers. (Question 4 questions from unit 2573 June 2003, January and June 2004, January 2005); (Duress of threats, duress of circumstances and necessity Section B problem questions from G143 papers; duress of threats, duress of circumstances and necessity Section C objective questions from G143 – if either has appeared on the papers); (Duress of threats, duress of circumstances and necessity problem questions from 9849/3 – if available).
	· Question 3 depends more on skills used in Sources of Law part (b) questions and option paper Section C questions than on option paper Section B questions.

	Application skills
	· Analysis of past questions and mark schemes.

· Students to mark exemplar answers to appreciate where the high marks come from.

· Students produce answers to exemplar questions and use mark scheme and matrix of levels of assessment to mark each others answers under guidance of teacher.

· Feedback. 
	· Past exam papers. (Question 4 questions from unit 2573 June 2003, January and June 2004,  January 2005); (Duress of threats, duress of circumstances and necessity Section B problem questions from G143 papers; duress of threats, duress of circumstances and necessity Section C objective questions from G143 – if either has appeared on the papers); (Duress of threats, duress of circumstances and necessity problem questions from 9849/3 – if available).
	· Note the mark weightings: AO1 = 10 marks, AO2 = 20 marks.


Sample Lesson Plan: H534
Criminal Law Special Study G154

Identifying critical comment in Sources in the Special Study Materials booklet for AO2 in question 2.
OCR recognises that the teaching of this qualification will vary greatly from school to school and from teacher to teacher. With that in mind, this lesson plan is offered as a possible approach but will be subject to modifications by the individual teacher.

Lesson length is assumed to be one hour.

Learning objectives for the lesson

	Objective 1
	Students to understand relevant concepts and principles for establishing defences of duress by threats, duress of circumstances and necessity

	Objective 2
	Students to be able to identify relevant and important  points of criticism of the rules on duress of circumstances and necessity

	Objective 3
	Students to be able to develop arguments and reach conclusions on duress of circumstances and necessity


Recap of previous experience and prior knowledge

· Students to engage in a brief test to identify the key elements of claiming a defence of duress of circumstances or necessity, checklist of  [approximately 5 minutes]
Content

	Time
	Content

	5 minutes
	Warm up activity to assess prior knowledge. Oral test on key elements of duress by threats, duress of circumstances and necessity.  

	10 minutes
	Teacher uses one of the eleven Sources to identify checklist of possible AO2 comment found in the Source. Students highlight their own copy of the Source in the Special Study Materials.

	10 minutes
	Students to read Source 9 (Extract from Criminal Law Text and Materials. Clarkson & Keating. pp 357-8). Students (working individually or in pairs) highlight their copies of Source 9 in the Special Study Materials, identifying possible AO2 comment.

Students should be able to find the following:

· ‘’In 1974 the Law Commission proposed … a general defence of necessity … [but] … three years later it rejected the idea…’ (lines 1 to 2)

· [it said] ‘if a defence of necessity already existed in common law it should be abolished.’ (lines 3 to 4)

· ‘It felt that allowing such a defence to a charge of murder could effectively legalise euthanasia…’ (lines 4 to 5)

· [it] felt that specific statutory provisions already covered those areas where the defence might be most needed’ (lines 5 to 7)

	Time
	Content

	
	· ‘For minor offences … prosecutions were unlikely and … sentencing policy … was such that people convicted in those situations would probably receive a minimal sentence…’ (lines 7 to 9)

· ‘At the same time as making these ”totally negative” proposals the Law Commission was recommending that duress be extended to all crimes’ (lines 11 to 12)

· ‘The absurdity of this position was exposed by the … Criminal Code Bill [which] emphasised that it was unacceptable to rely on prosecutorial discretion…’ (lines 11 to 14)

· ‘It is unfortunate that the Draft Bill perpetuates the terminology of “duress of circumstances’’. (lines 16 to 17)

· ‘The courts have come a long way in a short time in recognising that blame is inappropriate in circumstances of necessity.’ (lines 20 to 21)

	5 minutes
	Feedback on board for completed checklist.

	15 minutes
	Students read Unlocking Torts Chapter 7.1. and (in pairs or small groups) extract additional AO2 comment on one of:

· The basic justifications for a defence of duress

· The reasons for rejecting the possibility of a defence of necessity

· The reasons for developing a defence of duress of circumstances

· The reasons for accepting a limited defence of necessity in Re A

· The restrictive nature of the rule in Re A

· Difficulties of distinguishing between duress of circumstances and necessity 

	5 minutes
	Individual groups to feedback via flipchart.


Consolidation

	Time
	Content

	10 minutes
	Teacher to select a past essay title for question 2.

Students (individually, in pairs, or small groups) to select comment from the above checklists of comment appropriate to the question – exercise in selectivity of information.

These are handed in and marked by the teacher.


Other forms of Support

In order to help you implement the new GCE Law specification effectively, OCR offers a comprehensive package of support. This includes:

OCR Training
Get Ready…introducing the new specifications
A series of FREE half-day training events are being run during Autumn 2007, to give you an overview of the new specifications.

Get Started…towards successful delivery of the new specifications

These full-day events will run from Spring 2008 and will look at the new specifications in more depth, with emphasis on first delivery.

Visit www.ocr.org.uk for more details.

Mill Wharf Training

Additional events are also available through our partner, Mill Wharf Training. It offers a range of courses on innovative teaching practice and whole-school issues - www.mill-wharf-training.co.uk. 

e-Communities
Over 70 e-Communities offer you a fast, dynamic communication channel to make contact with other subject specialists. Our online mailing list covers a wide range of subjects and enables you to share knowledge and views via email.

Visit https://community.ocr.org.uk, choose your community and join the discussion!

Interchange

OCR Interchange has been developed to help you to carry out day to day administration functions online, quickly and easily. The site allows you to register and enter candidates online. In addition, you can gain immediate a free access to candidate information at you convenience. Sign up at https://interchange.ocr.org.uk
Published Resources

OCR offers centres a wealth of quality published support with a fantastic choice of ‘Official Publisher Partner’ and ‘Approved Publication’ resources, all endorsed by OCR for use with OCR specifications.

Publisher partners

OCR works in close collaboration with three Publisher Partners; Hodder, Heinemann and Oxford University Press (OUP) to ensure centres have access to:

· Better published support, available when you need it, tailored to OCR specifications 

· Quality resources produced in consultation with OCR subject teams, which are linked to OCR’s teacher support materials

· More resources for specifications with lower candidate entries

· Materials that are subject to a thorough quality assurance process to achieve endorsement

Hodder Education is the publisher partner for OCR GCE Law.
Hodder Education is producing the following resources for OCR GCE Law for first teaching in September 2008, which will be available in Spring 2008.

Jacqueline Martin, Chris Turner. OCR Law for AS. (2008). ISBN: 9780340959398

Leon Riley. OCR Law for AS: Teacher's Resource CD-ROM. (2008). ISBN: 9780340968857
Approved publications

OCR still endorses other publisher materials, which undergo a thorough quality assurance process to achieve endorsement.  By offering a choice of endorsed materials, centres can be assured of quality support for all OCR qualifications.

Endorsement

OCR endorses a range of publisher materials to provide quality support for centres delivering its qualifications. You can be confident that materials branded with OCR’s “Official Publishing Partner” or “Approved publication” logos have undergone a thorough quality assurance process to achieve endorsement. All responsibility for the content of the publisher’s materials rests with the publisher.

These endorsements do not mean that the materials are the only suitable resources available or necessary to achieve an OCR qualification. Any resource lists which are produced by OCR shall include a range of appropriate texts.




































= ICT Opportunity 


This icon is used to illustrate when an activity could be taught using ICT facilities.





= Stretch & Challenge Activity 


This icon is added at the end of text when there is an explicit opportunity to offer


Stretch and Challenge.





= Innovative Teaching Idea


All the teaching ideas contained in the SOW are innovative, but the icon is used to 


Highlight exceptionally innovative ideas.
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