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Introduction

Background

A new structure of assessment for A Level has been introduced, for first teaching from September 2008. Some of the changes include:

· The introduction of stretch and challenge (including the new A* grade at A2) – to ensure that every young person has the opportunity to reach their full potential

· The reduction or removal of coursework components for many qualifications – to lessen the volume of marking for teachers

· A reduction in the number of units for many qualifications – to lessen the amount of assessment for learners

· Amendments to the content of specifications – to ensure that content is up-to-date and relevant.

OCR has produced an overview document, which summarises the changes to GCE Law. This can be found at www.ocr.org.uk, along with the new specification.
In order to help you plan effectively for the implementation of the new specification we have produced this Scheme of Work and Sample Lesson Plans for GCE Law. These Support Materials are designed for guidance only and play a secondary role to the Specification.  
Our Ethos

All our Support Materials were produced ‘by teachers for teachers’ in order to capture real life current teaching practices and they are based around OCR’s revised specifications. The aim is for the support materials to inspire teachers and facilitate different ideas and teaching practices.
Each Scheme of Work and set of sample Lesson Plans is provided in:

· PDF format – for immediate use

· Word format – so that you can use it as a foundation to build upon and amend the content to suit your teaching style and students’ needs.

The Scheme of Work and sample Lesson plans provide examples of how to teach this unit and the teaching hours are suggestions only. Some or all of it may be applicable to your teaching. 
The Specification is the document on which assessment is based and specifies what content and skills need to be covered in delivering the course. At all times, therefore, this Support Material booklet should be read in conjunction with the Specification. If clarification on a particular point is sought then that clarification should be found in the Specification itself.
A Guided Tour through the Scheme of Work

 SHAPE  \* MERGEFORMAT 



	GCE Law H134:  English Legal System G151

	Suggested teaching time
	Weeks 1-3
	Topic
	Police powers

	Topic outline
	Suggested teaching and homework activities 
	Suggested resources
	Points to note

	Introduction to the English Legal System and the need to balance the powers of the police  
	Start with the student’s perception of the fairness of the English Legal System.

Students in pairs research possible miscarriages of justice  using the internet or newspapers and present  their findings to the class

Class discussion to develop an understanding of the conflict between civil liberties v crime detection


	Use video clips from ‘Life on Mars’ and ‘The Bill’ to illustrate the changes in the powers and attitudes of the police.

Use of the internet or Newspaper clippings of cases which resulted in miscarriages of justice on both sides - those unfairly convicted and those unfairly acquitted
	[image: image2.png]This introduction which although is not directly on the specification sets the context of much of the material in the English Legal System paper and helps the students to make sense of what comes later. 



	Powers of the police to stop and search on the street 
	Explain the powers to stop and search under S 1 PACE 1984 (as amended), and other statutes e.g. S60 Criminal Justice and Public Order Act 1994, Misuse of Drugs Act etc
	‘English Legal System’. Jacqueline Martin (5th Edition) 

‘AS Law’  Elliott and Quinn – for extra AO2 comments

PowerPoint  or OHT slides 


	This text is useful throughout the module.

It is important to use the most up to date text due to recent changes to the law in this topic.

http://www.cjsonline.gov.uk 

http://www.adviceguide.org.uk
http://police.homeoffice.gov.uk

	Powers of the police to arrest 
	Explain the powers of the police to arrest without a warrant under S24 PACE 1984 as amended by SOCPA 2005 and Code G and for breach of the peace. Arrest with a warrant. The manner of arrest.  

Use statistics to discuss whether the balance between the powers of the police and the rights of the individual is achieved for both stop and search and arrest.

In groups of 3-4 students given the task of creating a short role play involving stop and search and/or arrest.
	PowerPoint or OHT slides

Video clips from ‘The Bill’ or other programmes

Space /other rooms to practice role play
	Suggest to the students that they try to catch out by making an error during the role play which has to be identified by the rest of the class during the presentations of the role plays.

Those who find it difficult to perform in a role play situation should be encouraged to narrate.
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These could be videoed and used later in the year for revision.



	Powers of the police to detain, interview and search a suspect at the police station, 
	Explore the powers of the police to detain a suspect and interview them, including time limits and authority required. 

Discuss how the individual is protected during detention, including inter alia rights to legal advice, having someone informed, a copy of the codes of practice, the interview being taped and the power of the police to delay some of these and the justification and rules for the different types of search.

Small groups prepare posters on different aspects of police powers to display in classroom. 
	PowerPoint or OHT slides

Use tables for students to fill in time limits, authority, powers of the police and rights of the individual.
	A visit to a police station or a police officer as a visiting speaker can be arranged here if time allows.



	Consolidation
	Offer students guidance on preparing revision materials such as key fact charts, flow charts, mnemonics, etc 
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In small groups discussion of whether the balance between individual rights and the need for investigative powers is achieved and whether there could be improvements to the current system each group presenting their ideas to the class on OHT or by PowerPoint.

Quiz on police powers  

Explore previous exam questions on this topic

Set one question to be taken under timed conditions – 30 minutes

Students to mark each others work (or their own) using the mark scheme and the assessment grid before handing in for formal teacher assessment.

Students in small groups (4-5) to produce revision aids for this topic ( e.g. fact sheet , quiz, crossword or true/false question sheet) to be incorporated into a revision booklet at the end of the module.
	Past examination papers

Can use multiple choice PowerPoint for quiz on interactive whiteboard
	Quiz can take the format of a game show e.g. ‘15 to 1’ or ‘The Weakest Link’  or ‘University Challenge’
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Take down posters before quiz or there will be cheating

The production of a revision booklet in a small group provides revision material for the class at the end of the module if it is photocopied for everyone and also provides an opportunity for the students to complete a Key Skills Level 2 or 3 in ‘Working with others’ during the module.

[image: image6.jpg]





	GCE Law (H134):  English Legal System (G151)

	Suggested teaching time
	Weeks 4-5
	Topic
	Pre trial matters

	Topic outline
	Suggested teaching and homework activities 
	Suggested resources
	Points to note

	Pre trial matters – Categories of offences. Pre trial procedure for summary offences.


	Explore the categories of offence including examples of each.

Explain the procedure for dealing with triable either way offences, including plea before venue and mode of trial procedure.

In small groups discuss the advantages and disadvantages of choosing trial by jury and whether the defendant should have the choice. Feed back to the class 

Past examination question as homework task
	PowerPoint or OHT slides

Gapped handout or flowchart

Flip chart or white board for class feedback

Past examination question
	Gapped handouts  and flow charts both work very well for procedural  topics as the students find it easier to remember the order of the procedure

A gapped booklet could be prepared for the whole of this main topic.

	Bail – powers of both the police and the courts to grant bail 


	Explain the powers of both the police and the courts to grant or refuse bail including the Bail Act 1976 and subsequent amendments. Conditional and unconditional bail. Restrictions on bail.

Students fill in table of reasons to refuse bail and the factors that would be taken into account

In pairs look at several short scenarios to decide whether or not bail should be granted in each case

Class discussion on whether the conflicting interests of the defendant and public protection are balanced by the current system.
	PowerPoint or OHT

Scenarios need to be prepared  there are some in Jacqueline Martin’s ‘English Legal System’
Tables with gaps for students to fill in can be prepared

White board to consolidate ideas from the discussion


	Many activities are available in textbooks and online

http://www.cjsonline.gov.uk is a useful website for this area of the specification

	Consolidation
	Explore past examination questions

Quiz on bail and mode of trial 

Students in small  group  to produce revision aid for this topic ( e.g. fact sheet, quiz, crossword or true/false question sheet)
	Past examination questions

Quiz questions

Materials for preparing revision aid.
	The revision booklets can be kept centrally and added to by the students at the end of each topic.


	GCE Law (H134):  English Legal System (G151)

	Suggested teaching time
	Week 6-9
	Topic
	Criminal Courts and Lay People in the Administration of Justice

	Topic outline
	Suggested teaching and homework activities 
	Suggested resources
	Points to note

	Criminal jurisdiction of the Magistrates’ Courts (a brief look at the civil jurisdiction is also useful as part of the role of magistrates).


	Explore the jurisdiction of the Magistrates’ Court, the Youth Court and the Family Court – What do magistrates do?

Students to make a chart of what happens in each court and a flow chart of the procedure of a trial in the Magistrates’ court.

Students to research the role of the magistrates’ clerk
	PowerPoint or OHT or gapped handout

Textbooks or information sheets for the students to use for flow chart
	A visit to a Magistrates’ Court or getting a Magistrate to come in and speak to the students can be useful at this stage

http://www.dca.gov.uk/magistrates.htm
http://www.hawthorn.homechoice.co.uk


	Lay Magistrates 
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Students complete a worksheet on the selection and appointment, social background, training and role of lay magistrates 

Class discussion to produce evaluation and criticism of all aspects of the use of lay magistrates.

Practice past question in class

Past question on magistrates for homework marked in class using assessment criteria and mark scheme
	Information sheets or textbooks for students to complete worksheet from. 

Points from discussion written on board  for students to create notes

OHT for group feedback

Past examination questions

Assessment grid and mark scheme
	It is helpful to examine lay magistrates at this stage as it puts their role in the context of the justice system
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If ICT is available research for the worksheet could be done on the above sites



	Juries 
	Start by asking if anyone knows anyone who has been on a jury to stimulate discussion

Explain  the qualification of jurors and the selection of jury panels

Explain the role of the jury in both criminal and civil cases

Explain the secrecy of the jury room

Class discussion of advantages and disadvantages of jury trial and possible alternatives to the jury system including those created by the recent reforms to the selection of jurors.

In a separate session set up a debate with speakers chair etc the proposal being “This House believes that the jury system should be retained”
	PowerPoint or OHT slides

White board to list advantages and disadvantages that arise during discussion
	A visit to a Crown Court  

A mock trial can be incorporated if time allows

	The routes of appeal from the Magistrates’ Court for both the defence and the prosecution. The routes of appeal from the Crown Court for both the defence and the prosecution
	Students to create flow charts for each of four routes of appeal: 

a) defence from Magistrates’ Court. 
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b) prosecution from Magistrates’ Court

c) defence from Crown court
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d) prosecution from Crown Court 

Class discussion to evaluate the appeals structure 
	Information sheets or text books

Flow charts on OHT or PowerPoint for students to check their work.
	Flow charts can also be produced as posters and displayed in class to reinforce memory of the topic

Charts can be produced as a fill in the gaps activity 

	Consolidation
	Explore past questions on these topics

Set unseen past question as timed question

Quiz on criminal courts and lay people

Students to produce revision material for their group revision booklet
	Past examination questions

Quiz questions
	The promise of a small prize for anyone who gets full marks in the quiz really seems to ensure proper revision.


	GCE Law (H134):  English Legal System (G151)

	Suggested teaching time
	Weeks 10-11
	Topic
	The Penal System

	Topic outline
	Suggested teaching and homework activities 
	Suggested resources
	Points to note

	Principles of Sentencing 
	An explanation of the aims of sentencing as set out in the Criminal Justice Act 2003

Students complete short worksheet on factors taken into account when sentencing

[image: image11.emf]

Research topic on sentencing guidelines to fid two examples of sentencing  and evaluate them for fairness and justice


	PowerPoint or OHT slides

Worksheet  and information sheet on  factors 
	Sentencing is the area of the system  most often changed  and criticised. Students should be encouraged to look out for news items and bring them to the attention of the class

http://www.sentencing-guidelines.gov.uk/
http://www.cjsonline.gov.uk/offender/sentencing
http://www.noms.homeoffice.gov.uk/news-publications-events/publications/consultations/Making_sentencing_clearer


	Powers of the Courts  


	An explanation of the different types of sentences available to the courts for adults including a selection of custodial sentences, community sentences, fines and other miscellaneous sentences.

Students complete notes on the different types of sentence available for young offenders

Discussion in small groups with feedback on why there are differences and are they justified.

Class discussion of the advantages and disadvantages of each type of sentence.

Students in small groups produce fact sheets to explain each aim of sentence with examples of sentences that achieve that aim and why.

Class study of the effectiveness of different types of sentence by looking at re-offending rates and other criteria such as cost.
	Newspapers to aid discussion points

Textbook or information sheets 

OHTs or flip chart paper for each group to feed back their fact sheets and master sheets for them to ensure full notes.


	Ensure students have separate notes on adults sentencing and sentencing for young offenders to prevent them getting confused

Posters around the room are helpful to reinforce the different sentences for adults and young offenders

There are some very good programmes on aspects of sentencing available on the BBC and Channel 4 in particular which can be used in class. 

Focus sheets can be prepared for students to use when watching videos – this ensures their attention as they have to answer specific questions



	Consolidation
	Quiz on sentencing

Students prepare revision activities in groups for their revision booklets

Practice scenario questions ‘Guess the Sentence’?

Students in small groups prepare posters on different aspects of sentencing

Explore past examination questions

Timed past examination question
	Scenarios to discuss taken from real cases so the actual sentence can be revealed.

Past examination questions

Mark schemes

Materials for revision booklets
	


	GCE Law (H134):  English Legal System (G151)

	Suggested teaching time
	Week 12
	Topic
	The Judiciary

	Topic outline
	Suggested teaching and homework activities 
	Suggested resources
	Points to note

	The Judiciary – selection and appointment, training, role, social background and tenure. 
	Explanation with Q&A of the present selection process and how it is evolving followed by a critical evaluation.

Explanation of the training process, role tenure and social background

Explanation and discussion of the theory of the separation of powers and how this relates to the independence of the judiciary.  

Research activity to find out how many judges there are for each level and the gender breakdown.

Discussion of whether the judiciary are truly independent?

Should we have a career Judiciary? – Group activity to come up with 5 reasons we should and 5 reasons why we should not, to present back to the class.
	PowerPoint or OHT slides

Video – ”Inside the wig” is a good overview of the training

Jacqueline Martin’s ‘English Legal System’ textbook

Question sheet for the research topic
	http://www.judiciary.gov.uk/
http://www.dca.gov.uk/judges.htm
The above sites are useful for the research topic



	Consolidation
	Quiz on judges

Students prepare revision activities in groups for their revision booklets

Explore past examination questions 
Timed past examination question
	Quiz questions

Past examination questions
	


	GCE Law (H134):  English Legal System (G151)

	Suggested teaching time
	Weeks 13-14
	Topic
	The Legal Professions

	Topic outline
	Suggested teaching and homework activities 
	Suggested resources
	Points to note

	Barristers


	· Using a worksheet, students complete notes on the training, work, and regulation of barristers and how complaints about them are dealt with.


	Text book or information sheets or DCA  internet site

Guided worksheet or gapped handout
	http://www.dca.gov.uk/legalsys/profs.htm
http://www.thelawyer.com/cgi-bin/item.cgi?id=115290&d=122&h=24&f=46

	Solicitors
	Using a worksheet, students complete notes on the training, work, and regulation of solicitors and how complaints about them are dealt with.

A class discussion with Q&A of  the material on the worksheets and a comparison of the two professions including  a critical evaluation of the changing roles of both professions. 


	Text book or information sheets or DCA  internet site

Guided worksheet or gapped handout


	http://www.dca.gov.uk/legalsys/profs.htm


	Consolidation
	Quiz on the legal professions

Students prepare revision activities in groups for their revision booklets

Explore past examination questions 

Past question for homework.


	Quiz questions

Past examination questions
	


	GCE Law (H134):  English Legal System (G151)

	Suggested teaching time
	Weeks 15-16
	Topic
	Civil Courts and Other Methods of Dispute Resolution

	Topic outline
	Suggested teaching and homework activities 
	Suggested resources
	Points to note

	Civil Courts –The routes of appeal and the appellate courts.


	Explore the jurisdiction of the County Court and High court at first instance including the track system.

An evaluation of the track system and the use of the courts in class using Q & A

Explain the routes of appeal through the appellate courts

Activity   “Which court should be used?” with scenarios
	Power point or OHT slides or gapped handouts 

Newspapers to stimulate discussion

Some scenarios are in Jacqueline Martin’s ‘English Legal System’ others could be added 
	http://www.dca.gov.uk/consult/civilcourt/civilcourt_cp0605.pdf


	Alternatives to the Courts (Alternative dispute resolution).
Arbitration, conciliation and mediation.


	An explanation of arbitration, conciliation and mediation (negotiation may also be explained here).

A consideration of the advantages and disadvantages of ADR (alternative dispute resolution) in comparison with the courts. This can be dealt with in general but specific advantages and disadvantages of particular types e.g. arbitration should also be investigated. This can be done in groups.
	Power point or OHT slides
	http://www.adviceguide.org.uk/c_alternative_dispute_resolution.pdf


	Consolidation
	Quiz on civil courts and ADR

Students prepare revision activities in groups for their revision booklets

Explore past examination questions 

Past examination question for homework
	Quiz questions

Past examination questions
	ADR is a popular topic with students and they tend to find it easy


	GCE Law (H134):  English Legal System (G151)

	Suggested teaching time
	Weeks 17-18
	Topic
	Provision of Legal Services

	Topic outline
	Suggested teaching and homework activities 
	Suggested resources
	Points to note

	The importance of access to justice.
	Start with a general discussion on the justice for all themes. Is access to justice based on wealth? 
	Newspapers, video, to illustrate some of the problems
	

	Legal advice available e.g. Citizens Advice Bureaux, Law Centres etc.
	Is there enough free advice available?  Description of what is available and recent additions by the government followed by an evaluation. 
	PowerPoint or OHT slides or gapped handout
	

	Funding Civil cases

	Students in small groups to prepare a leaflet for a Citizens Advice Bureau on how civil cases may be funded including the priorities for funding and problems with funding civil cases and an explanation of the roles of The Legal Service Commission, The Community Legal Service and Conditional fees – how do they work? Do they provide access to justice?

	Students need materials to produce their leaflets

Information sheets, textbooks, 
	The more active this topic can be made the better as it is not usually very popular with students.

http://www.legalservices.gov.uk/civil/guidance/funding_code.asp
 If ICT is available students can be given different case scenarios and backgrounds to use on the eligibility calculator on the above site as a research activity 

	The Criminal Defence Service  
	Recap the duty solicitor scheme at the police station mentioned originally in police powers.

Discuss the implications of reducing the availability of this scheme to telephone advice except in exceptional circumstances 

Advice and assistance and representation including the means and merits tests

Discuss the reintroduction of the means test 

Students to create posters illustrating the problems with criminal funding.
	‘English Legal System’ Jacqueline Martin

PowerPoint or OHT slides

Materials for posters
	http://www.compactlaw.co.uk/freeinfo/legal_aid/legalaf4.html


	Consolidation
	Quiz on funding

Students prepare revision activities in groups for their revision booklets

Explore past examination questions 

Past examination question for homework

An extended quiz on all aspects of the English Legal System

Mock examination
	Quiz questions

Mock examination

Past examination questions
	Revision booklets can be completed with a front cover and the students names on it .They can be photocopied and distributed to the whole class to use as a revision aid. 


Sample Lesson Plan: GCE Law H134
English Legal System G151

A practical exercise on police powers.
OCR recognises that the teaching of this qualification will vary greatly from school to school and from teacher to teacher. With that in mind, this lesson plan is offered as a possible approach but will be subject to modifications by the individual teacher.

Lesson length is assumed to be one hour. 

Learning objectives for the lesson

	Objective 1
	Students to understand the powers of the police to stop and search and arrest an individual on the street.

	Objective 2
	Students to be able to evaluate a performed scenario and conclude its legality.

	Objective 3
	Students to be able to produce a written answer to a past exam question on a scenario on stop and search and arrest.


Recap of previous experience and prior knowledge

· Set a quick test on police powers to stop and search and arrest

Content

	Time
	Content

	5 minutes
	Warm up activity to assess prior knowledge - Stop and Search fill in the gaps

	30 minutes
	In small groups students are given the task of writing and performing a short role-play to illustrate either a stop and search or an arrest on the street.

They should be instructed that they may try to do something incorrect which the other groups will try to identify when watching the role play. They may also do the role play perfectly legally. Other rooms or space is useful here.

Teacher to circulate and offer suggestions if needed and encouragement.

	15 minutes
	Role plays to the rest of the group. Audience to assess the legality of each stop and search or arrest and explain why they reached their conclusion.


Consolidation

	Time
	Content

	10 minutes
	Class look at a past exam question and using question and answer come up with an answer on the board.

	
	Set a different question on the topic to be done as homework.


Other forms of Support

In order to help you implement the new GCE Law specification effectively, OCR offers a comprehensive package of support. This includes:

OCR Training
Get Ready…introducing the new specifications
A series of FREE half-day training events are being run during Autumn 2007, to give you an overview of the new specifications.

Get Started…towards successful delivery of the new specifications

These full-day events will run from Spring 2008 and will look at the new specifications in more depth, with emphasis on first delivery.

Visit www.ocr.org.uk for more details.

Mill Wharf Training

Additional events are also available through our partner, Mill Wharf Training. It offers a range of courses on innovative teaching practice and whole-school issues - www.mill-wharf-training.co.uk. 

e-Communities
Over 70 e-Communities offer you a fast, dynamic communication channel to make contact with other subject specialists. Our online mailing list covers a wide range of subjects and enables you to share knowledge and views via email.

Visit https://community.ocr.org.uk, choose your community and join the discussion!

Interchange

OCR Interchange has been developed to help you to carry out day to day administration functions online, quickly and easily. The site allows you to register and enter candidates online. In addition, you can gain immediate a free access to candidate information at you convenience. Sign up at https://interchange.ocr.org.uk
Published Resources

OCR offers centres a wealth of quality published support with a fantastic choice of ‘Official Publisher Partner’ and ‘Approved Publication’ resources, all endorsed by OCR for use with OCR specifications.

Publisher partners

OCR works in close collaboration with three Publisher Partners; Hodder, Heinemann and Oxford University Press (OUP) to ensure centres have access to:

· Better published support, available when you need it, tailored to OCR specifications 

· Quality resources produced in consultation with OCR subject teams, which are linked to OCR’s teacher support materials

· More resources for specifications with lower candidate entries

· Materials that are subject to a thorough quality assurance process to achieve endorsement

Hodder Education is the publisher partner for OCR GCE Law.
Hodder Education is producing the following resources for OCR GCE Law for first teaching in September 2008, which will be available in Spring 2008.

Jacqueline Martin, Chris Turner. OCR Law for AS. (2008). ISBN: 9780340959398

Leon Riley. OCR Law for AS: Teacher's Resource CD-ROM. (2008). ISBN: 9780340968857
Approved publications

OCR still endorses other publisher materials, which undergo a thorough quality assurance process to achieve endorsement.  By offering a choice of endorsed materials, centres can be assured of quality support for all OCR qualifications.

Endorsement

OCR endorses a range of publisher materials to provide quality support for centres delivering its qualifications. You can be confident that materials branded with OCR’s “Official Publishing Partner” or “Approved publication” logos have undergone a thorough quality assurance process to achieve endorsement. All responsibility for the content of the publisher’s materials rests with the publisher.

These endorsements do not mean that the materials are the only suitable resources available or necessary to achieve an OCR qualification. Any resource lists which are produced by OCR shall include a range of appropriate texts.




































= ICT Opportunity 


This icon is used to illustrate when an activity could be taught using ICT facilities.





= Stretch & Challenge Activity 


This icon is added at the end of text when there is an explicit opportunity to offer


Stretch and Challenge.





= Innovative Teaching Idea


All the teaching ideas contained in the SOW are innovative, but the icon is used to 


Highlight exceptionally innovative ideas.
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