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Introduction

Background

A new structure of assessment for A Level has been introduced, for first teaching from September 2008. Some of the changes include:

· The introduction of stretch and challenge (including the new A* grade at A2) – to ensure that every young person has the opportunity to reach their full potential

· The reduction or removal of coursework components for many qualifications – to lessen the volume of marking for teachers

· A reduction in the number of units for many qualifications – to lessen the amount of assessment for learners

· Amendments to the content of specifications – to ensure that content is up-to-date and relevant.

OCR has produced an overview document, which summarises the changes to GCE Law. This can be found at www.ocr.org.uk, along with the new specification.
In order to help you plan effectively for the implementation of the new specification we have produced this Scheme of Work and Sample Lesson Plans for GCE Law. These Support Materials are designed for guidance only and play a secondary role to the Specification.  
Our Ethos

All our Support Materials were produced ‘by teachers for teachers’ in order to capture real life current teaching practices and they are based around OCR’s revised specifications. The aim is for the support materials to inspire teachers and facilitate different ideas and teaching practices.
Each Scheme of Work and set of sample Lesson Plans is provided in:

· PDF format – for immediate use

· Word format – so that you can use it as a foundation to build upon and amend the content to suit your teaching style and students’ needs.

The Scheme of Work and sample Lesson plans provide examples of how to teach this unit and the teaching hours are suggestions only. Some or all of it may be applicable to your teaching. 
The Specification is the document on which assessment is based and specifies what content and skills need to be covered in delivering the course. At all times, therefore, this Support Material booklet should be read in conjunction with the Specification. If clarification on a particular point is sought then that clarification should be found in the Specification itself.
A Guided Tour through the Scheme of Work

 SHAPE  \* MERGEFORMAT 



	GCE Law H134:  Sources of Law G152

	Suggested teaching time
	Weeks 1-4
	Topic
	Introduction to Sources and Precedent

	Topic outline
	Suggested teaching and homework activities 
	Suggested resources
	Points to note

	Introduction to Sources and source material

[image: image2.png]Introduction to precedent in the English Legal System and the key terms – stare decisis, obiter dicta, ratio decidendi, binding and persuasive precedent, original precedent, overruling reversing and distinguishing.


	· Start with an introduction to source material and the concept of sources of law

· Students in pairs looking at a past source and highlighting language and terms.  Students research using the internet the meaning of these issues.

· PowerPoint – historical development and importance of precedent

· Case samples – Donoghue v Stevenson and Re S

· Suggested homework – research a case from the internet or newspaper and present their findings to the whole class.

· Explain key terms of precedent.  Students to have a test on the key terms the following lesson.
	· Use past Source material from past papers

· Use the internet or newspaper clippings that highlight case law 


	· It is important to get students use to source material as early as possible 

	The court structure in the English Legal System in the context of precedent 
	· Explain the court structure in the context of Precedent in the English Legal System

· Who binds who exercise
· Card sort on court structure 
· Use past papers on precedent to focus on the use of the source 
	· PowerPoint on court structure

· Past source papers on precedent

	· This is a good opportunity to highlight part b style questions
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Explain the powers of the House of Lords and the Practice Statement

Explain the powers of the Court of Appeal 
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Key AO2 issues – extending the power of the court of appeal

The role of judges
	Timeline relating to the powers of the House and Lords and Practice Statement
Explain the powers of the Court of the Appeal
Key cases research.  Internet research on the key cases concerning the Practice Statement and the Court of Appeal
Marking exercise on part c style questions.
Dialogue.  Students in pairs to produce a dialogue on the advantages and disadvantages of Practice Statement or extending the powers of the Court of Appeal
	Use past answers as a marking exercise.  To stretch and challenge students could try to add additional information to improve the past answer

J. Martin ‘English Legal System’ 5th edition
PowerPoint on House of Lords and Court of Appeal

	A number of the OCR training days provide sample scripts which can be used in the classroom as marking exercises



	Methods of avoiding precedent

Advantages disadvantages of precedent and other major AO2 issues

Consolidation
	Explain the main methods of avoiding precedent – distinguishing etc

Group discussion advantages and disadvantages

Small groups prepare posters on different aspects of precedent
	Multi choice exercises, crosswords and matching exercises to consolidate

Past papers


	It is important that students have time to explore AO2 issues as they are traditionally weak in this area


	GCE Law H134:  Sources of Law G152

	Suggested teaching time
	Week 5
	Topic
	Legislation 

	Topic outline
	Suggested teaching and homework activities 
	Suggested resources
	Points to note

	How to make an Act of Parliament


	Explain key terms and the stages involved in the passage of a Bill

Students to research using the internet and newspapers green and white papers

Students to produce flow chart on passage of a Bill
Discussion on which is the best process for making law: judicial or parliamentary

Evaluation of why there are so many stages and criticisms of the parliamentary process worksheet
	You’ve Got the Power DVD

Useful internet sites include:

http://www.explore.parliament.uk/

http://www.explore.parliament.uk/Parliament.aspx?id=363
Past OCR questions
	A visit to the Houses of Parliament or a talk by an MP can be arranged here if there is time.

A range of materials and lesson plans can be obtained from the websites in the suggested resources


	GCE Law H134:  Sources of Law G152

	Suggested teaching time
	Week 6 
	Topic
	Delegated legislation

	Topic outline
	Suggested teaching and homework activities 
	Suggested resources
	Points to note

	Explain the different types of delegated legislation – statutory instruments, orders in council and by laws

Judicial and Parliamentary controls on delegated legislation

The reasons for and problems of delegated legislation
	Explanation of how delegated legislation differs from other legislation

Worksheets on types of delegated legislation and controls
Posters advantages and disadvantages of delegated legislation in modern society
Set 30 minutes question that can be used in a peer marking exercise.

	PowerPoint or OHT slides

Textbooks to support worksheets

	The use of a vocabulary book and key fact charts help students to cope with difficult terms and concepts


	GCE Law H134:  Sources of Law G152

	Suggested teaching time
	Week 7-9
	Topic
	Statutory Interpretation (SI)

	Topic outline
	Suggested teaching and homework activities 
	Suggested resources
	Points to note

	Statutory Interpretation – what it is

Different approaches to SI literal v purposive (European approach)
The traditional rules – literal, golden and mischief

Intrinsic and Extrinsic Aids
Rules of language

Presumptions


	Students to produce their own definitions of SI

roup work: interpreting statutes.  Put students into groups.  Give each group a topical idea e.g. animal testing.  Each group to write an Act of Parliament.  Swap Acts with other groups who will interpret the Acts and highlight words or sections that will cause problems.Whole class discussion of problems in writing a law

Worksheet on the three rules of SI – strengths and weaknesses and key cases exercise
Card sort - literal v purposive matching exercise
Rules of language worksheet
	J. Martin ‘English Legal System’ 5th edition

PowePoint or OHT slides

Past examination questions

Quiz software – blockbusters etc


	


	GCE Law H134:  Sources of Law G152

	Suggested teaching time
	Week 10-11
	Topic
	Europe

	Topic outline
	Suggested teaching and homework activities 
	Suggested resources
	Points to note

	The institutions of Europe

Primary and secondary legislation


	Jigsaw learning activity on the institutions

Worksheets on – Treaties, regulations, directives

Posters on legislation key features
Source exercise on Van Duyn v Home Office

Horizontal and vertical effect of directives exercise
Research on key cases in European law – case facts and principles

Group discussion on the power of EU law and its relation to the sovereignty of the UK –AO2 comments
European law quiz
	http://europa.eu/
Past examination questions

Centre produced worksheets


	Europe is a difficult area for students and teachers.  It is important that students are engaged by the materials.


	GCE Law H134:  Sources of Law G152

	Suggested teaching time
	Week 12
	Topic
	Law Reform

	Topic outline
	Suggested teaching and homework activities 
	Suggested resources
	Points to note

	Law reform agencies
	Worksheet on Law Commission
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Research task on other law reform bodies


	http://www.lawcom.gov.uk/
http://news.bbc.co.uk/1/hi/uk_politics/258957.stm
J. Martin ‘English Legal System’ 5th Edition
	This topic can be linked to other area especially legislation and precedent


Sample Lesson Plan: Law H134
Sources of Law G152

Introduction to Source Material.

OCR recognises that the teaching of this qualification will vary greatly from school to school and from teacher to teacher. With that in mind, this lesson plan is offered as a possible approach but will be subject to modifications by the individual teacher.

Lesson length is assumed to be one hour. 

Learning objectives for the lesson

	Objective 1
	Students to understand what a Source is.

	Objective 2
	Students to distinguish for themselves different legal terms.

	Objective 3
	Students to apply source material to set questions.


Recap of previous experience and prior knowledge

· Start with a discussion on student past experiences with source material from other subjects.

Content

	Time
	Content

	5 minutes
	Discussion to assess prior knowledge of the use of source material.

	20 minutes
	In pairs, students to complete Introduction to Source Material worksheet. 

	15 minutes
	Pupils to feedback on their findings from worksheet.

	10 minutes
	In groups students to produce a legal terms poster.  This is to highlight terms that they have learnt today and also to show the level of legal understanding prior to the course. 

	5 minutes
	Each group to feedback to the rest of the class. Other students to make a list of the legal terms.  This is used to encourage students to keep a law terms vocabulary book. 


Consolidation

	Time
	Content

	5 minutes
	Yes/No activity -students are asked a series of closed questions related to the source and the key terms.  Students to stand up if they think the answer is yes and remain seating if they think the answer is no.


Other forms of Support

In order to help you implement the new GCE Law specification effectively, OCR offers a comprehensive package of support. This includes:

OCR Training
Get Ready…introducing the new specifications
A series of FREE half-day training events are being run during Autumn 2007, to give you an overview of the new specifications.

Get Started…towards successful delivery of the new specifications

These full-day events will run from Spring 2008 and will look at the new specifications in more depth, with emphasis on first delivery.

Visit www.ocr.org.uk for more details.

Mill Wharf Training

Additional events are also available through our partner, Mill Wharf Training. It offers a range of courses on innovative teaching practice and whole-school issues - www.mill-wharf-training.co.uk. 

e-Communities
Over 70 e-Communities offer you a fast, dynamic communication channel to make contact with other subject specialists. Our online mailing list covers a wide range of subjects and enables you to share knowledge and views via email.

Visit https://community.ocr.org.uk, choose your community and join the discussion!

Interchange

OCR Interchange has been developed to help you to carry out day to day administration functions online, quickly and easily. The site allows you to register and enter candidates online. In addition, you can gain immediate a free access to candidate information at you convenience. Sign up at https://interchange.ocr.org.uk
Published Resources

OCR offers centres a wealth of quality published support with a fantastic choice of ‘Official Publisher Partner’ and ‘Approved Publication’ resources, all endorsed by OCR for use with OCR specifications.

Publisher partners

OCR works in close collaboration with three Publisher Partners; Hodder, Heinemann and Oxford University Press (OUP) to ensure centres have access to:

· Better published support, available when you need it, tailored to OCR specifications 

· Quality resources produced in consultation with OCR subject teams, which are linked to OCR’s teacher support materials

· More resources for specifications with lower candidate entries

· Materials that are subject to a thorough quality assurance process to achieve endorsement

Hodder Education is the publisher partner for OCR GCE Law.
Hodder Education is producing the following resources for OCR GCE Law for first teaching in September 2008, which will be available in Spring 2008.

Jacqueline Martin, Chris Turner. OCR Law for AS. (2008). ISBN: 9780340959398

Leon Riley. OCR Law for AS: Teacher's Resource CD-ROM. (2008). ISBN: 9780340968857
Approved publications

OCR still endorses other publisher materials, which undergo a thorough quality assurance process to achieve endorsement.  By offering a choice of endorsed materials, centres can be assured of quality support for all OCR qualifications.

Endorsement

OCR endorses a range of publisher materials to provide quality support for centres delivering its qualifications. You can be confident that materials branded with OCR’s “Official Publishing Partner” or “Approved publication” logos have undergone a thorough quality assurance process to achieve endorsement. All responsibility for the content of the publisher’s materials rests with the publisher.

These endorsements do not mean that the materials are the only suitable resources available or necessary to achieve an OCR qualification. Any resource lists which are produced by OCR shall include a range of appropriate texts.




































= ICT Opportunity 


This icon is used to illustrate when an activity could be taught using ICT facilities.





= Stretch & Challenge Activity 


This icon is added at the end of text when there is an explicit opportunity to offer


Stretch and Challenge.





= Innovative Teaching Idea


All the teaching ideas contained in the SOW are innovative, but the icon is used to 


Highlight exceptionally innovative ideas.
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