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INSTRUCTIONS TO CANDIDATES

• Write your name, centre number and candidate 
number in the boxes on the first page. Please write 
clearly and in capital letters.

• Use black ink. HB pencil may be used for graphs and 
diagrams only.

• Answer ALL the questions.

• Read each question carefully. Make sure you know 
what you have to do before starting your answer.

• You are reminded of the importance of including 
relevant knowledge from ALL areas of your course, 
where appropriate, including the English Legal 
System.

• Write your answer to each question in the space 
provided. Additional paper may be used if necessary 
but you must clearly show your candidate number, 
centre number and question number(s).
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INFORMATION FOR CANDIDATES

• The number of marks is given in brackets [ ] at the 
end of each question or part question.

• The total number of marks for this paper is 80.

• Candidates are reminded of the need to write legibly 
and in continuous prose, where appropriate. In 
answering questions 1 and 2 you will be assessed 
on the quality of your written communication (QWC) 
including your use of appropriate legal terminology. 
These questions are marked with an asterisk (*).

• Candidates are reminded that they are able to use the 
information given in the sources to support their own 
knowledge and understanding, evaluation, analysis, 
and application of the law. Where candidates wish 
to extract from the source in this way they should 
use quotation marks or accurately cite lines of the 
source. Candidates who merely ‘lift’ information 
from the source materials without using it to support 
further knowledge, evaluation, analysis or application, 
will receive little or no credit. You are expected to 
demonstrate understanding of the area(s) of law and 
the development of law and to use legal methods 
and reasoning to analyse legal material, to select 
appropriate legal rules and apply these in order to 
draw conclusions.
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You are reminded of the importance of including relevant 
knowledge from ALL areas of your course, where 
appropriate, including the English Legal System.

In answering questions use the source materials AND 
your knowledge of the subject.

Answer ALL questions.

1*  Discuss the significance of the case of ‘Hunter and 
Others v Canary Wharf Ltd’ [Source 1 page 4 Special 
Study Material] to the development of the law of 
private nuisance.  [16]

Start writing your answer to question 1 below. 
Start writing your answer to question 2 on page 11. 
Start writing your answer to question 3 on page 27.
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You are reminded of the importance of including relevant 
knowledge from ALL areas of your course, where 
appropriate, including the English Legal System.

In answering questions use the source materials AND 
your knowledge of the subject.

2*  In Source 6 [page 17 lines 115-117 Special Study 
Material] John Cooke states that in ‘Hatton v United 
Kingdom’ “a fair balance must be struck between the 
interests of the individual and of the community as a 
whole”.

 Discuss the extent to which the law of private 
nuisance strikes a fair balance between these 
competing interests.  [34]

Start writing your answer to question 2 below. 
Start writing your answer to question 3 on page 27.
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You are reminded of the importance of including relevant 
knowledge from ALL areas of your course, where 
appropriate, including the English Legal System.

In answering questions use the source materials AND 
your knowledge of the subject.

3 Consider whether or not the following claimants are 
likely to succeed in an action for private nuisance:

 (a) Asif rents a house directly opposite the Clam Oil 
Refinery which is generally only busy during the 
day time when Asif is at work. However, in order to 
maximise their profits the oil refinery has recently 
introduced nightshifts to increase production. 
Now all night long there is noise from the petrol 
tankers coming and going and light from the 
bright floodlights which stop Asif being able to 
sleep. (10)

 (b) Belinda has recently bought a terraced cottage in 
the countryside. Belinda teaches piano and plans 
to make a living working from home giving music 
lessons. Her neighbour, Charlie, does not like 
the music and, every time a pupil starts a lesson, 
Charlie starts playing his heavy metal music 
loudly enough to disturb Belinda’s lessons. (10)
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 (c) Christov is an artist. His uncle allows him to use a 
studio at the bottom of the garden in 
his cottage as it is close to the cliffs and has 
beautiful sea views for Christov to paint. The 
cliffs have been slowly eroding for many years but 
Christov feels perfectly safe as the local council 
keeps a regular check on the condition of the 
cliffs. One day Christov enters his uncle’s garden 
only to find the studio and half of the garden has 
fallen into the sea in a sudden landslide. (10)

[30]

Start writing your answer to question 3 below.

Write the number of the part question (a), (b) or (c) in the 
margin.
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Copyright Information

OCR is committed to seeking permission to reproduce all third-party content 
that it uses in its assessment materials.  OCR has attempted to identify and 
contact all copyright holders whose work is used in this paper.  To avoid the 
issue of disclosure of answer-related information to candidates, all copyright 
acknowledgements are reproduced in the OCR Copyright Acknowledgements 
Booklet.  This is produced for each series of examinations and is freely 
available to download from our public website (www.ocr.org.uk) after the live 
examination series.
If OCR has unwittingly failed to correctly acknowledge or clear any 
third-party content in this assessment material, OCR will be happy to correct 
its mistake at the earliest possible opportunity.
For queries or further information please contact the Copyright Team, First 
Floor, 9 Hills Road, Cambridge CB2 1GE. 
OCR is part of the Cambridge Assessment Group; Cambridge Assessment 
is the brand name of University of Cambridge Local Examinations Syndicate 
(UCLES), which is itself a department of the University of Cambridge.
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