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You are reminded of the importance of including relevant knowledge from all areas of your course, 
where appropriate, including the English Legal System.

In answering questions use the source materials and your knowledge of the subject.

Answer all questions.

1* Discuss the significance of the case of Letang v Cooper [Source 3 page 4 Special Study Materials] 
to the development of the law of trespass to the person.                                         [16] 

2* In Source 4 [page 5 lines 38-41 Special Study Materials] the authors suggest that “Ultimately, Goff 
LJ’s notion of generally acceptable touching [in Re F (Mental Patient: Sterilisation)] falls foul of the 
same definitional difficulties as Croom-Johnson LJ’s in Wilson v Pringle, what constitutes contact 
‘generally acceptable in the ordinary conduct of human life’ is just as problematic as what can be 
considered hostile”.

 Discuss how the judges have developed rules to overcome this and other ‘definitional difficulties’ in 
the tort of trespass to the person in the light of the above statement. [34]

3 Consider the possibility of successful claims in trespass to the person in each of the following 
situations:

 (a) Andy undoes the locking nuts on Ben’s bicycle wheels so that the bike falls apart when Ben 
rides it. Ben suffers a broken leg in the fall. (10)  

 (b) Collis, aged 15, throws a stone which breaks the window of his neighbour, Dingle. Having 
done this, Collis runs away. Dingle, who is arthritic and who uses a walking stick to walk with, 
shuffles after Collis and shouts out “If it was not for my arthritis I would give you a beating 
young man”.   (10)  

 (c) Eric has fallen asleep in Florence’s garden shed after stealing an apple pie from Florence’s 
window sill and eating it. While Eric is asleep, Florence locks Eric in the shed for several hours 
to teach him a lesson. However, Eric is still asleep when Florence unlocks the door.

     (10)  

[30]

[Total marks 80]
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If OCR has unwittingly failed to correctly acknowledge or clear any third-party content in this assessment material, OCR will be happy to correct its mistake at the earliest possible 
opportunity.

For queries or further information please contact the Copyright Team, First Floor, 9 Hills Road, Cambridge CB2 1GE. 
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