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Introduction
Candidates' performance on this year's paper was very pleasing. Candidates seem to have 
prepared very well for the examination, and coped very well with the demands of the 
exam.The first passage introduced three different websites which help people to use their 
money better.  Candidates had to give the readings for certain kanji, and in question 2 had 
to choose which bank the various statements applied to.The second passage dealt with the 
rising cost of school meals in Japan.  Question 3 was of the "choose X correct statements" 
type, and question 4 was a series of multiple choice questions.The third passage dealt 
with young people carrying out environmental activities: candidates had to answer short 
questions on these.The fourth passage, which needed to be translated into English, was 
triggered by memories of the Tokyo Olympics and dealt with the relationship between Japan 
and Africa.The long writing question required candidates to write a passage introducing a 
small business (young enterprise) they were setting up.
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Question 1

Most candidates were familiar with the requirements of the kanji pronunciation question, 
and there were few blank responses or responses in romaji. 

よてい was often given as a wrong answer to (a), and かす to part (c), but on the whole 
most candidates performed well on this question.

Question 3

Candidates now seem very familiar with this question type. The last three choices, F, G and 
H, seemed to cause candidates the greatest difficulty, with candidates quite often choosing 
"F" as a correct answer.

Question 5

Most candidates had a good attempt at answering  these questions. 

The two part question (e) seemed to cause the greatest difficulty. Candidates need to be 
careful that they find exactly the right part of the text on which to base their answer - 
for example, いつも電気をけしています was sometimes given as the answer to (g), which 
is  incorrect without the 部屋を出るとき. It was also noticeable that, compared to previous 
years, not many candidates were scoring top marks for the Quality of Language / kanji. 
Candidates should write in their own words, using ambitious sentence structures if possible, 
to gain the marks for Quality of Language.

This candidate was awarded 8 / 10 of the content marks (the candidate was not awarded 
marks for (a) and (e) (i)).
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The candidate was not awarded more than a 3 for the Quality 
of Language, because although the sentence patterns are 
generally correct, almost all of the answers have been copied 
straight from the text.

Examiner Comments

Do make sure you answer in your own words, and that 
you include some AS grammatical structures if you can, 
to score high marks for the Quality of Language.

Examiner Tip
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Question 6

Most candidates attempted to answer this question, however, a few did misunderstand 
the meaning of the passage. In the second paragraph, the 会社員になってから caused a 
few issues, with many candidates confusing てから and たから, and consequently offering 
translations such as "Because I worked in a company".  機会 also seemed to be a word 
unknown by many, with "machine" often offered as an incorrect translation. Weaker 
candidates managed 日本に帰りませんでした。The long sentence beginning 首都のナイロビ did 
cause a few problems for candidates, common errors included the misspelling of Nairobi, 
writing "the capital of Africa", and there were a few sentences with very awkward word 
orders in English which may be due to an over-dependence on the original Japanese.

This candidate was awarded a mark of 5.

Some phrases have been misunderstood, however, the candidate has made 
sure that they constantly come back to the original passage to check,rather 
than making guesses based on key words, enabling them to get back on track 
in the third paragraph.   

Examiner Comments

Don't make wild guesses during the translation, try and 
stick closely to the original text.

Examiner Tip
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This translation was awarded a mark of 7.

The candidate has tried to produce good, flowing English, for example 
in the section about the library.  There is only one major mistake, 
which is the から issue referred to above.  There are several minor 
errors - for example "tried their best to run" sounds as though the 
athletes could not run; and the word "decided" was unknown.

Examiner Comments

It's good to produce fluent, flowing English in your translation, 
but don't do that at the expense of really analysing the 
original Japanese and making sure that you understand it.

Examiner Tip
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This translation was awarded a mark of 2.

Certain words have been understood, but the passage as a 
whole has not been understood.

Examiner Comments
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Question 7

Candidates did extremely well on question 7 this year.  Generally speaking their content 
was good, with few candidates seeming to have difficulty in understanding the bullet points.  
Most candidates answered the bullet points, with some producing detailed and imaginative 
responses.  Candidates are reminded of the importance of answering each of the bullet 
points (ideally in one paragraph each) and of expanding their answers if they can.  They 
should also be taught the correct use of 原稿用紙, together with how to structure their 
writing appropriately using paragraphs.  Many candidates seem to focus entirely on how 
many grammatical structures they can include, and are thus losing out on content marks. 
Therefore it is worth highlighting to candidates that there are more marks contributed to 
Content than Quality of Language.
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This piece was awarded a 7 for the Content and a 4 for the Quality of Language.
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The candidate has answered the questions for the 1st and 3rd bullet point, if 
only rather basically (making chocolate and selling to friends). However, for 
the 2nd and 4th bullet points they  have not directly addressed the points raised 
in the question.  There are also some errors with  the Quality of Language.

However , the passage is well linked with good use of connectives.

Examiner Comments

Make sure you address all the bullet points.

Examiner Tip
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This piece was awarded 16 for the content and 11 for the quality of language.
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The candidate has addressed all 4 bullet points, although the 2nd bullet 
point has only been addressed in the most minimal way, and the 4th is 
not clearly stated.  In terms of the Quality of Language, the kanji is good, 
however,  the AS grammar is used inaccurately. 

Examiner Comments
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This piece was given a 24 for content and 16 for quality of language.
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Each of the bullet points has been addressed and each point has been 
expanded, so it was given a mark in the top category "task fully grasped". 
There are 3 lines left, so the candidate could have written a couple more 
sentences about one of the bullet points.The sentences are fluent with a 
good range of grammar, but there is a distinct lack of kanji.

Examiner Comments

Write in paragraphs.

Examiner Tip
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Paper Summary
Candidates should be encouraged to work hard on their Japanese. 

Based on their performance on this paper, candidates are advised to

•	 answer the bullet points that are asked

•	 write in paragraphs

•	 organise their writing

•	 include the new vocabulary, kanji and grammatical structures that they have been 
learning throughout the year.
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Grade Boundaries
Grade boundaries for this, and all other papers, can be found on the website on this link:

http://www.edexcel.com/iwantto/Pages/grade-boundaries.aspx
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