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Introduction
Italian 6IN02: Listening, Reading and Writing

Section A: Listening

Candidates are required to listen to authentic recorded target-language material and to 
retrieve and convey information by responding to a range of target-language questions.

Assessment principles

Up to 20 marks are awarded positively for correct information retrieved and conveyed. The 
quality of language is not relevant unless it impedes communication.

Section B: Reading

In the second part of this paper candidates are required to read authentic texts in Italian 
and to retrieve and convey information given in the texts by responding to a range of 
question types mainly in Italian. One question tests the candidates' ability to transfer 
meaning from Italian into English.

Assessment principles

Up to 20 marks are awarded positively for correct information retrieved and conveyed in 
response to target-language and English-language. The quality of language is not relevant 
unless it impedes communication.

Section C: Writing

In the third part of this paper candidates are required to write 200-220 words in Italian 
based on a short printed stimulus and a list of four bullet points in the target language. This 
year candidates were required to write a letter in Italian in response to an extract from a 
newspaper article about physical exercise.

Assessment principles

The written task, Question 8, is marked for Content (15 marks) and for Quality of Language 
(15 marks). Candidates should stay within the word limit.
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Question 2
Question 1 was a multiple choice question on "Quindicenne alla guia di un’auto".

It was well answered by the majority of candidates. Weaker candidates found (iv) to be 
rather challenging, but even a few candidates at the top of the range failed to associate 
“rilasciato e affidato a uno zio” in the text with “è tornato a casa con un parente”.

Question 2 was about a project to restore old computers. Candidates were required to select 
four correct statements from a list of eight. The extract was about recycling old computers. 
Most candidates were able to choose at least three of the correct statements and only the 
very weak ones did not manage more than two, finding it difficult to choose between B and 
C or D and E.

Question 3 (a)
Question 3 was about the cost of eating out. The answers were in the form of a gap filling 
exercise with words to be chosen from a given pool. As words only needed to be copied, 
only correct spellings were accepted. Although not many marks were lost over this, 
candidates need to be made aware of this and encouraged to check their spellings.

Item 3a was virtually answered correctly by the whole candidature.

Question 3 (b)
Question 3b: a number of candidates proved not to be familiar with the word “eccessiva” 
and a few candidates failed to copy the word correctly. Performance with this item declined 
steadily across the ability range, with just over half of the weaker candidates providing the 
correct answer. Once more, it was pleasing to note that candidates had paid attention to 
grammatical details, as the wrong answer was almost invariably “piccola”.

Question 3 (c)
Question 3c was answered correctly by the majority of the candidates.

Question 3 (d) 
Question 3d proved to be the most challenging, at least at the lower end of the spectrum, 
where only a third of the candidates managed to answer it correctly.
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Question 4
Question 4 was about an interview with a TV personality. It provided the expected spread of 
marks, with able candidates scoring 7 or 8 marks and weaker candidates seldom managing 
to score more than 2. 

4a was generally well answered.

The mark scheme offered the different options for the mark to be awarded. Some marks 
were lost over lack of details (e.g. just giving the fact of him winning money and not how he 
won it).

4b challenged candidates to change a personal pronoun from first to third person and 
very few candidates rose to it. Had we accepted only the correct pronoun only very few 
candidates would have scored the mark. Recognisable attempts were accepted in spite of 
grammatical inaccuracy (li, le and even lo) but those who went for the reflexive pronoun 
produced an unacceptable answer, stating that people congratulated each other.

4e a few candidates did not make the verb third person and wrote “sono ritenuto troppo 
bravo”'. A few candidates clearly did not understand “ritenuto” and transcribed it sometimes 
beyond recognition.

4f was perhaps the question with the most wrong answers. Some candidates did not 
introduce the element of doubt and wrote that Pietro was sure of the answer. Other 
candidates, and not only among the weaker ones, wrote that if he had had more courage he 
would have won the million, little realising that this information did not answer the question 
“Perché è sorprendente...?”. Some candidates may have been drawn into it because the 
answer was in the question the interviewer asked and not in the answer Pietro gave. 
Candidates should be made aware of this possibility.

4g was an inferential question. In spite of some candidates who based their response on the 
idea of lack of courage, the question was generally understood and most candidates were 
able to make reference to at least one of the reasons for Pietro being pleased with himself.
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With a little more attention to details this candidate could have scored full marks.

(b) Many candidates were unable to produce the correct 
pronoun. Unambiguous attempts were accepted, but the 
unfortunate choice of a reflexive pronoun makes this answer 
wrong.
(e) The mark for this answer could have been withheld on 
the grounds that the first part may invalidate it. However, 
the candidate was given the benefit of the doubt and the 
mark was awarded.
(f) The candidate may not have understood "sorprendente" 
or not paid enough attention to it, but it is hardly surprising 
for somebody to take the money if they are not sure of the 
answer. The idea of Pietro being almost sure was essential.

Examiner Comments

(b) Check that your answer meant what 
you wanted it to mean.
(e) Answer the questions straight to the 
point, avoiding redundant material.
(c) Make sure you fully understand the 
implication of the question (it would have 
been more productive to concentrate on 
the meaning of "sorprendente" rather 
than write out all the English translation 
of the questions).

Examiner Tip
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Questions (a) to (e) are an example of what good answers should be: straight to the point, 
no redundant material and accurate language. Unfortunately the wrong answer to (f) has a 
domino effect on (g).

This candidate appears otherwise too good not 
to have understood the information or even the 
question.

The most plausible assumption is that the candidate 
did not expect the targeted information to be in the 
interviewer's question.
 Sadly, having wrongly used the information in 
answer to (f) this caused the loss of a mark for (g).

Examiner Comments

Be aware that, in an interview, the targeted 
information could be also found in the 
interviewer's question.

Examiner Tip
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Question 5
This was based on the statements of five people looking for a job. It was intended to be an 
easy lead-in to the reading section and it worked that way. Almost the entire cohort was 
able to score full marks.

Question 6
The question was based on a passage about I giovani e l’alcol.

The main ingredient for successful answers to this question is attention to details. The task 
is straightforward comprehension, with answers in English: no need for rephrasing; only 
convening the information in what is supposedly candidates' dominant language.

Candidates who lost the mark in 6a for stating that young people drink on a date either 
failed to understand “Come ci si prepara” or, more likely, overlooked this detail when 
providing their answer. 

Likewise, in 6b candidates stating that binge drinking is when one has six or more drinks, 
without referring to a single occasion lost their mark. Marks were also lost in this question 
for inappropriate rendition of “sei bicchieri” (6 cups/bottles/beers). 

In 6c most candidates identified “superalcolici” as the targeted information, but not 
all of them were able to adequately convey its meaning, having to use long-winded 
circumlocutions (drinks with a lot of alcohol in them) or wrong translations (superalcohols, 
alcopos).

Not many candidates lost the mark for 6d. Those who did, did so for not paying attention to 
details in the question, where the mention of “real reason” should have pointed directly to 
the ”vera ragione” mentioned in the text, discarding any of the reasons given previously.

6e was generally well answered, but a number of candidates failed to convey the idea that 
drinkers (and not drinking) are shown as cool and fashionable.
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English may not be this candidate’s dominant language; however meaning is generally 
adequately transferred.

Not so for question (c) though, as the candidate could not provide an acceptable 
translation for “superalcolici”, a difficulty that many native English speakers 
encountered as well.
 In (d) the answer provided by the candidate does not explain the real reason for 
young people drinking.
Answer (e) was given the benefit of the doubt. Although the candidate does not 
specifically state it, it seemed plausible to assume that the idea of “being shown in 
adverts” was implied. 

Examiner Comments

Again, make sure that no part of the question is overlooked (as in QC).
Check your answers for meaning. The benefit of the doubt can be given but 
not expected.

Examiner Tip
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The answer given for (c) falls short of conveying the exact 
meaning of "superalcolici".

The answer for (e) is not correct, as it is drinkers who are 
shown to be fashionable.

Examiner Comments

It would have been possible for the candidate to 
answer (e) correctly with more attention to details.

Examiner Tip
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Question 7
It was based on a passage about urban trekking. There are two skills needed to score highly 
in this question and whilst many candidates possessed competent comprehension skills and 
could therefore identify the correct piece of information from the passage, they were less 
adept at using their own words in the answers. Vital marks were lost by candidates who 
lifted whole answers from the text, without manipulating them in any way. Two categories 
of candidates lost marks because of this: those for whom manipulation is beyond them and 
those who are not aware that it is required.

7 (a) Manipulation of language was generally good, with only a few cases of students lifting 
from the text. Marks were lost by candidates who did not consider it important to mention it 
was the “principali” attractions that trekking avoids. 

7 (b) This was a demanding question: it required inference and rewording although a 
number of candidates got away with a limited manipulation of the idea of “ridurre la 
pressione”

7 (c) A large proportion of candidates really struggled to rephrase the idea of spreading the 
initiative or encouraging urban trekking but they were able to score a mark on the idea of 
30 cities/towns now being involved.

7 (d) Comprehensive answers including all possible details were not infrequent. Marks were 
lost by candidates who thought that viewing points were marked on the maps rather than 
along the streets. There was some difficulty with conveying the idea of durata/difficoltàl.

7 (e) The information was generally understood, but candidates had to make a conscious 
effort to avoid lifting and not all of them did. It was pleasing to note that a number of 
candidates were able to replace “odorato” with “olfatto”.

7 (f) This was generally well answered, especially by candidates who chose to answer “yes” 
as they were able to find a justification in the text.

Those who took the opposite view often struggled to find a convincing justification.

In this answer, the rubric requirement of answering with 'con parole tue' was totally 
ignored. The candidate appears to have identified most of the targeted information but 
did not attempt to manipulate the language even when a straight lift from the text did not 
constitute a coherent answer to the question.
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In 7(a) “visitare la citta` a piedi” was definitely targeted information. 
However, lifting it verbatim from the text not only represents a rubric 
infringement but does not answer the question. The same can be 
said about the second part of the answer as well as for the remaining 
answers (b) to (d). 

What the candidate wrote for (e) can arguably be a coherent answer 
to the question set, but it is most definitely not in the candidate’s own 
words.
 7(f) allowed the candidate to score the only mark, having answered 
the question (Sì) and offered adequate justification, albeit almost all 
entirely lifted.

Examiner Comments

Make sure that what you 
write actually does answer 
the question and is not lifted 
word by word from the text.

Examiner Tip
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This is an example of a good answer to Q7

The candidate provided a coherent answer 
and made sure he used, as much as 
possible in his own words.

Examiner Comments

You could get away even with less 
manipulation of the text, but, if you can, 
follow the example!

Examiner Tip
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Question 8
This question produced the widest spread of marks, distributing candidates' performances 
across almost the entire range of marks available. 

More candidates adhered to the word limits this year than in the past, with the result that 
fewer lost marks for some good ideas presented beyond the word limit. Those who still 
wrote beyond the word count were generally native speakers who did so as a combined 
effect of being fluent and not being entirely aware of the exam format.

Native or near native speakers may be at an advantage on quality of language but 
candidates who had clearly been taught a range of essay writing techniques produced a 
more coherent and readable effort and were able to access top marks for content.

The writing was based on an article about exercising in a gym or in the open air and 
candidates were asked to include the following points: 

-L’importanza dell’esercizio fisico per il benessere; 

-Che esercizio fai tu; 

-Se è meglio andare in palestra o fare esercizio all’aria aperta e perché; 

-Perché, secondo te, molte persone non fanno esercizio fisico.

The subject matter was perhaps more familiar to candidates. Nearly all candidates showed 
that they have read about the benefit of exercise and some thought of introducing balanced 
diet as well, which when dwindled upon excessively, verged on being irrelevant.

Candidates were, on the whole, able to respond adequately to all bullet points. 

In different degrees all candidates were able to extol the benefits of exercise (with or 
without mentioning healthy diet) often with detailed reference to medical conditions caused 
by the lack of it.

For bullet point two, weaker candidates produced no more than a list of activities and when 
they are performed, whereas stronger candidates could prove themselves by stating the 
reason why they did or did not do enough exercise, and expressing satisfaction with what 
they do or regret for what they do not do.

For bullet point three some candidates were able to go beyond the pros and cons suggested 
by the stimulus and offer their own reason in favour of one or the other form of exercise.

For bullet point four most answers centred on the ideas of laziness, lack of time, or 
addiction to technology, with the odd reference to lack of confidence or some other kind of 
resistance. A few candidates could not resist bringing about the classical repertoire “se fossi 
il ministro, farei..., possibly one of the few instances where candidates of all levels managed 
the correct use of subjunctive and conditional.

In terms of the language, there was the complete range of performances from poor range 
and inaccurate language to some very impressive efforts indeed. A very good command 
of complex grammar, a wide range of vocabulary and a use of some sophisticated linking 
phrases made some essays a pleasure to read. Possibly because of the more familiar subject 
matter, language seemed a little better at the low end of the spectrum.

Che peccato!
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This piece has all the ingredients for achieving top marks, except for 
two: planning and attention to word limit.

The candidate produces varied and fluent language, almost impeccably 
accurate and with certain flair that makes it pleasant reading.
The candidate develops the first three bullet points successfully making 
convincing points, wholly relevant. But alas, at the end of bullet point 
three all the words available have been used. The candidate still 
provides a short answer to bullet point 4. Were this answer within 
word limit it would still have affected the level of content because of 
lack of balance. As it is, being totally outside word count, it has to be 
disregarded. Therefore, because of the omission of a bullet point, the 
maximum score available for content and response is 9.

Examiner Comments

Whatever your language 
ability, plan your work carefully 
and make sure that your effort 
covers, in a balanced manner, 
all bullet points within the 
word limit.

Examiner Tip
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This piece is all within tolerance in terms of word count, therefore all that the candidate has 
written can be credited.
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All bullet points are covered, and the task can be considered understood 
and developed successfully.
Content and response could still have been improved through some kind 
of planning, which could have resulted in a more balanced piece.
Communication is satisfactory, with some attempt at a variety of lexis and 
structures, narrowly missing the higher box.

Examiner Comments

Time spent planning will always pay off.

Examiner Tip
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Paper Summary
Based on their performance on this paper, candidates are offered the following advice:

Listening and reading

•	 Remember the importance of reading the questions carefully before you start and to 
listening to the whole extract once before trying to answer the questions, so as to have 
a general understanding of the recording. 

•	 Use the targeted information in the answer to the actual question. There is more than 
comprehension needed in order to answer these questions successfully. 

•	 Teach candidates to work out meanings from the context, to read rubrics and questions 
carefully and to have practice in different exercise types. 

•	 Give candidates a good deal of classroom practice in re-phrasing and manipulating 
the language of the original text, as material lifted verbatim from the text cannot be 
credited in the reading question. 

•	 Teach time-management and reading techniques such as skimming and scanning which 
should also form an integral part of exam preparation.

Writing section 

•	 Remember to answer the final written task within the word limit as failure to do so can 
result in a loss of marks for Content. In a writing task that imposes a maximum word 
limit of 220 words there is no place for irrelevant preambles and redundancy.

•	 Spend adequate time planning in order to produce a balanced and detailed response 
that remains succinct and sticks to the point. All candidates need regular practice in the 
art of structuring a piece of writing. 

•	 Tidy presentation is essential as this helps examiners to assess all that the candidate 
has written. 
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Grade Boundaries
Grade boundaries for this, and all other papers, can be found on the website on this link:

http://www.edexcel.com/iwantto/Pages/grade-boundaries.aspx
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