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AIMS 

The aims of this syllabus are to motivate candidates to develop an enquiring and critical approach to the 
study of fundamental questions of religious practices, beliefs, morality and interpretations, and to explore 
such issues within the context of a religious tradition or traditions. 
 
To achieve the above, candidates will be required to gain some understanding of the religious writings, 
history and current affairs of Islam and be able to think and argue intelligently about the subject. 
 
 
 

ASSESSMENT OBJECTIVES 

The examination will test the candidate’s: 
 
(a) knowledge of the topics and specified texts [60%] 
(b) understanding of the meaning and significance of the material studied [25%] 
(c) ability to express himself/herself explicitly, logically and critically in any argument. [15%] 
 
 
 

SCHEME OF ASSESSMENT 

The examination will consist of two papers, each of three hours’ duration. 
 
Each paper will consist of four sections, A, B, C and D.  Candidates will be required to answer five 
questions, choosing at least one from each section.  At least three questions will be set in each section. 
 
Candidates offering Islamic Studies at Advanced Level (9013) will take Papers 1 and 2.  Paper 1 is the 
same paper as the Advanced Subsidiary (AS) Level (8053).  Results in AS Level may not be carried 
over to the A level. 
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SYLLABUS CONTENT 

Paper 1 [9013/01] 

Section A: The Beginnings of Islam 

(a) Pre-Islamic Arabia: social and economic conditions, beliefs and customs 
(b) The life of the Prophet (pbuh): his early years and the first period of his proclamations to 622, his 

challenge to the beliefs of Mecca, the successful years at Medina until his death, his sense of 
being chosen as God’s messenger, his role as prophet and statesman 

(c) The Four Rightly-Guided Caliphs: the main events of their caliphates, the challenges they faced, 
their achievements in maintaining and extending the rule of Islam 

 

Section B: The Holy Qur’an 

(a) Its mode of revelation, its compilation in the early years of Islam, its structure and major themes 
(b) A detailed study of the following surahs: 

- al-Fatihah 1 
- al-Baqarah 2:1-193 
- Al ‘Imran 3:35-62 
- al-Anbiya 21:50-112 
- al-Qasas 28:1-44 
- al-Duha 93 
- al-Qadr 97 
- al-Takathur 102 
- al-Kafirun 109 
- al-Ikhlas 112 

(c) Its authority and place in Islamic beliefs, its relationship with other sources of knowledge 
 

Section C: Beliefs and Practices of Islam 

(a) The Five Pillars of Islam: Declaration of Faith (Shahadah), Prayer (Salat), Almsgiving (Zakat), 
Fasting (Sawm), Pilgrimage (Hajj); their function in bringing the individual closer to God and in 
binding the community together; their meaning in Islamic beliefs 

(b) Festivals and religious observances: ‘Id al-Fitr, ‘Id al-Adha, marriages, funerals 
(c) The Articles of Faith: God, his being and relationship with the created world, Angels, Books, 

Prophets, and particularly the significance of the Prophet Muhammad (pbuh) as model of 
behaviour, Resurrection and the Day of Judgement; jihad, the nature and destiny of humanity, the 
command to enjoin good and prohibit wrong, God’s predestination of all events 

 

Section D: The Bases of Islamic Law 

(a) The Holy Qur’an as source of all teachings in Islam, methods of interpreting its teachings 
(b) The Prophet’s Sunnah as a source of guidance for Muslims; its relationship to the Holy Qur’an 
(c) The importance of the Shari‘ah in the life of Muslim communities and individuals; the function of 

consensus (ijma‘ ), analogy (qiyas) and individual endeavour (ijtihad) in legal thinking 

Paper 2 [9013/02] 

Section A: The Early Dynasties of Islam 

(a) The Umayyads: the establishment of the dynasty, the main events of their rule, their decline and 
collapse 
A special study of the following caliphs: Mu‘awiya (661-80), ‘Abd al-Malik (685-705), ‘Umar II 
(717-20), Marwan II (744-50) 

(b) The early ‘Abbasids: their seizure of the caliphate, the changes to administration of the state 
under their rule, their decline and weakness after 850 

(c) A special study of the following caliphs: Abu al-‘Abbas al-Saffah (750-54), Abu Ja‘far 
al-Mansur (754-75), al-Mahdi (775-85), Harun al-Rashid (786-809), al-Ma’mun (813-33), al-
Mutawakkil (847-61) 
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Section B: Religious Thought in Early Islam 

(a) The early development of the Shari‘ah; the contributions of Malik b. Anas, Abu Hanifah, al-Shafi‘i 
and Ahmad b. Hanbal; their legal methods 

(b) The compilation of the Sunnah of the Prophet culminating in the Six Canonical Collections (the 
Sahih Sittah), and the methods employed by the major collectors of Hadith 

(c) The debate over reason and revelation, the main principles of the Mu‘tazilah and their attitude 
towards knowledge, their theological opponents, the contribution of Abu al-Hasan al-Ash‘ari 

 

Section C: Variety in Islamic Beliefs 

(a) The early history of Shi‘i Islam, the role of the Imams, questions of religious authority between 
Sunnis and Shi‘is, Shi‘i Islam and politics 

(b) Sufism with special reference to early mystics and particularly Abu Hamid al-Ghazali; its principle 
teachings and relationship to orthodox beliefs 

(c) Islamic philosophy and its relationship to religious thinking 
 

Section D: Islam in the World Today 

(a) Early modern intellectual movements in Islam, including the Salafis, Muhammad ‘Abduh and 
Hasan al-Banna’, Sayyid Ahmad Khan, Muhammad Iqbal, Abu A‘la al-Mawdudi 

(b) The relation between Islam and other faiths, especially Judaism and Christianity  
(c) The place of women in Islam 
(d) Muslims living as minorities, their part in the wider community and adherence to Islamic principles 
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