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UNIT 1

PERIOD STUDY 5

ASPECTS OF THE HISTORY OF EUROPE, c. 1515-1621

Answer two questions.

In your answer to part (a) you are advised to provide a linked and coherent explanation.

In your answer to part (b) you are advised to evaluate the issue named in the question against a 
range of other important issues.

1.	 The threat to Europe from the Ottoman Empire, c. 1520-1571

	 (a)	 Explain why the Ottoman army was successful in this period.	 [24]

	 (b)	 To what extent was rivalry between Spain and France mainly responsible for Ottoman 
success in expanding into Europe in the period 1520-1571?	 [36]

2.	 Martin Luther and the German Reformation, c. 1517-1555

	 (a)	 Explain why Tetzel’s sale of indulgences angered Martin Luther.	 [24]

	 (b)	 To what extent were Martin Luther’s publications mainly responsible for the development 
of the German Reformation, 1517-1555?	 [36]

3.	 France, 1515-1547

	 (a)	 Explain why Francis I felt threatened by the power of Spain.	 [24]

	 (b)	 To what extent was the increase in religious intolerance the most significant development 
in the reign of Francis I, 1515-1547?	 [36]

4.	 Spain in the reign of Charles V, c. 1516-1556

	 (a)	 Explain why Charles V was elected Holy Roman Emperor.	 [24]

	 (b)	 How far was the conquest of the New World the most significant factor in the development 
of Spain in the reign of Charles V, 1516-1556?	 [36]
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