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UNIT 1
PERIOD STUDY 8
ASPECTS OF THE HISTORY OF EUROPE, c. 1878-1980

Answer one question.

1. Europe in the late nineteenth century and the background to the First World War.
(a) Explain why relations between Germany and France became more strained after 1900. [24]

(b) To what extent was Austria-Hungary mainly responsible for the outbreak of the First World
War? [36]

2. The First World War and the Peace Treaties.
(a) Explain why the first battle of the Somme in 1916 was important. [24]

(b) To what extent was the economic collapse of Germany mainly responsible for Allied victory
in 19187 [36]

3. The post-war situation in Italy and Germany.
(a) Explain why there was opposition to the Weimar republic in the period 1919-1924. [24]
(b) To what extent were problems with political leadership mainly responsible for post-war

instability in Italy?
[36]
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