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Introduction

It was good to see candidates able to engage effectively in the first post-Covid exam season.
Paper 37 deals with the changing nature of warfare, 1859-1991 (37.1) and Germany, 1871-
1990 (37.2).

The paper is divided into three sections. Section A has a compulsory source question with
two enquiries linked to one source. It addresses source analysis (AO2). Section B has a choice
of essays assessing understanding of key issues in a period in depth (AO1). Section C has a
choice of questions based on the process of change over a period of at least 100 years. Most
candidates organised their time effectively and there were few cases of candidates failing to
complete all sections. There were still a small number of scripts that created problems with
legibility.

In Section A candidates need to engage with the source and identify and illustrate key points
relevant to both enquiries and make inferences. Candidates then need to deploy contextual
knowledge to develop their points and inferences.

In Section B many candidates were able to shape their answers to meet the demands of the
guestion. The best candidates took advantage of the Advance Information to use wide-
ranging and detailed contextual knowledge to add depth to their responses.

In Section C candidates answer a breadth question. Candidates are reminded that in bullet
point 2 of the mark scheme coverage of at least 75% of the timeframe is required to achieve
level 5 and 60% for level 4.

In both Sections B and C not all candidates were aware of the meaning of the word 'criteria’
which is required for a high level in bullet point 3. It refers to the basis on which candidates
reach their judgement, not the issues they discuss in the process of reaching that judgement.

The entry for paper 37.1 is very limited so there will be no comments on exam scripts for
questions 1, 3,4, 7 and 8.
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Question 1

The question attracted a variety of levels of response. The strongest candidates, making use
of the caption and their contextual knowledge, evaluated the source effectively. They
identified key points in the source and illustrated them with specific extracts, e.g. 'vital
railheads', 'two million shells fired' and the reference to the effective use of aerial
reconnaissance. They also tackled the second enquiry and identified inferences exemplifying
Falkenhayn's failings, 'a great opportunity thrown away' and then deployed quotations and
contextual knowledge to develop points about the qualities of Petain's leadership, notably his
focus on supplies and recognition of the stress levels the French forces had experienced.
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Question 2

The majority of candidates worked with the source to identify Bismarck's motives and his
plans to address the issues he had identified. Specific extracts were cited to identify points,
e.g. 'concepts belonging to the Middle Ages must not hold our country back’, 'the repressive
Jesuit orders'. Effective contextual knowledge was deployed by many candidates to develop
their arguments. There was evidence of effective evaluation in most responses with support
from the caption and contextual knowledge. The tone of the source also led to some effective
points.

Source provides clear evidence to develop inferences re both Bismarck's motives and the
measures that he proposed. The caption and the tone adopted by Bismarck can be
supported with contextual knowledge to provide effective evaluation.

5 GCE History 9HIO 37
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\( { ResultsPlus

Examiner Comments

A clear level 5 response which is rooted in the source. Key points are
identified that provide a framework to develop an argument re both
enquiries and the response also deploys some appropriate contextual
knowledge. Answer is clearly expressed and well structured.

4\ ResultsPlus

\ Examiner Tip

It is important to recognise that Bismarck had a very clear sense of his
overall objectives but showed pragmatism as well as ruthlessness in
developing his policies. Candidates should also make use of the
caption in their evaluation of the source.

GCE History 9HIO 37 10



Question 3

Candidates generally showed an awareness of the failings of Gamelin, notably re
communications and his failure to respond positively to the Germans in the early stages of
the campaign. The range of other factors identified was generally sound but there was often
a lack of specific illustration to add substance to the points made. Equally candidates had a
general idea of the reasons for German successes but did not always back them up.
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Question 4

This question attracted some well-informed responses with Donitz's failures to counter the
Intelligence and tactical advances made by the Royal Navy. Stronger candidates were aware
that Donitz faced many frustrations in his relationships with his superiors in the German
navy. There were also strong points advanced about the support from both Canada and the
USA. Overall this question promoted balanced responses.

GCE History 9HIO 37 12



Question 5

The questions in Section B of 37.2 were equally popular.

The majority of candidates produced focused responses and addressed the issues of both
freedom and stability with specific evidence to the measures in the Weimar Constitution
which illustrated their points. Significant numbers of candidates showed detailed knowledge
of the context in which the Constitution was created. This was usually both accurate and
interesting but not always linked in effectively to the specific question. The stronger
candidates identified points, e.g. the introduction of proportional representation and Article
48 which were designed to protect freedom but could be held responsible for developments
that challenged it.

A clear question which requires consideration of the principles behind the formulation of the
Constitution and the difficulty of constructing a system of government which would both
satisfy the ideals but also provide effective government. Candidates will need to show an
appreciation of the historical context without losing sight of the key debate the question
promotes.

13 GCE History 9HIO 37
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i( ResultsPlus
Examiner Comments

A clear level 4. Focus on question and addresses both issues, although
the second is not as effectively dealt with. A sound range of evidence is
identified with some specific evidence cited. The structure is clear and
there is the basis of a balanced judgement.

T\ ResultsPlus
\_; Examiner Tip

Candidates will benefit from showing a basic awareness of the
historical context in which events take place.

GCE History 9HIO 37 18



Question 6

The majority of candidates responded well to this question but there was an understandable
tendency to focus very much on the important contributions of Adenauer and Erhard. Other

factors were at least noted in the clear majority of answers, but their relative significance was
not always analysed.

This question provides opportunity to examine the key issues in the development of the West
German state from 1949. They need to identify, illustrate and link together a wide range of
factors in order to produce a substantial argument.
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% ResultsPlus
Examiner Comments

A focused and thoughtful response which merits the entry point for
level 5. It identifies, illustrates and explains a range of factors. It has a

clear structure and some effective sense of the historical context.
Points are weighed up and a judgement is put forward.
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4\ ResultsPlus
\\ Examiner Tip
Candidates need to ensure that they have a clear knowledge and

understanding of the impact of the specific figures that are named in
the specification.
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Question 7

This was the more popular of the 37.1 questions in Section C. Most responses showed a
range of knowledge across the timeframe. The argument for the nominated factor started
with Brady and Gardner in the Civil War and went through to the graphic photographic
images from Vietnam. Equally a sound range of other factors was deployed. The stronger
answers focused on citing specific evidence and in weighing up the relative significance of
points to facilitate a substantial overall judgement.

GCE History 9HIO 37 26



Question 8

This question was less popular, and the specific evidence analysed was relatively limited.
However, the majority of those who chose the question did attempt to develop an argument
although there was a tendency towards assertion.

27 GCE History 9HI0 37



Question 9

This question had the smaller number of responses. Some candidates focused on social
reform and deployed a range of specific evidence across the timeframe. The stronger of
these candidates weighed up the relative significance of the points and addressed the issue
of whether there was 'consistent improvement'. Some candidates interpreted 'social reform'
in a broad sense and discussed social change as a whole.

This question brought responses about 'social change' which is understandable given the
overall heading for theme 1 of the specification. There was some sound knowledge of the
massive changes in the nature of German society across the timeframe and many candidates
considered the issue of progress starting from the landmark reforms introduced by Bismarck
in the 1870s.

GCE History 9HIO 37 28
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\( ﬁ{ ResultsPlus
/'--. Examiner Comments

A clear level 5 response. The focus on change and reform in German
society is sustained throughout the answer. It identifies a wide range
of points spanning the timeframe and illustrates and explains their
significance. The response is well structured and has a clear argument.

continuity and change across the timeframe.

V ResultsPlus
\

| Examiner Tip

It is important in the Section C questions to assess the relative
significance of the key points identified and to establish elements of
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Question 10

This question had the larger number of responses in Section C. Most candidates deployed a
sound range and supported their points with specific evidence. The majority developed an
argument weighing up the relative significance of both periods. Some candidates strayed into
the Weimar period.

The question aims to promote comparison between two vital periods in the development of
the German economy. The majority of candidates showed a good range of knowledge and
there were some interesting debates about the relative significance of the two periods.
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N / ResultsPlus

/'-—-.'. Examiner Comments
A clear level 4. A wide-ranging review of German economic
performance across the timeframe, even including some references to
the Weimar period. There is some effective deployment of specific
detail to back up the general points being made. There is some
effective comment on the significance of different developments and
some weighing up in response to the question.

ResultsPlus
<\

Examiner Tip
In dealing with questions about the economy candidates should be
able to cite specific evidence, statistical where possible, of the rate of
development. It is also important to identify links between different
stages of development.
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Paper Summary

Based on the performance of this paper, candidates are offered the following advice:
Section A

e Candidates should ensure they address both enquiries: there will be material in the source
to support both enquiries

e Candidates should not paraphrase the source: they should develop valid inferences

e Candidates should read the caption carefully. It will often help them with their evaluation

e Candidates should use contextual knowledge to support inferences and evaluation

Sections B and C

e Candidates should avoid a narrative approach and focus on analysis
e Candidates should be aware of key dates, as identified in the specification
e Candidates should range across the breadth of the chronology in Section C questions.
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Grade boundaries

Grade boundaries for this, and all other papers, can be found on the website on this link:

https://qualifications.pearson.com/en/support/support-topics/results-certification/grade-
boundaries.html
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