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Introduction

It was pleasing to see candidates able to engage effectively across the ability range in this 
first post-Covid set of exams with A Level paper 36 that deals with Protest, agitation and 
parliamentary reform in Britain, c1780-1928 (9HI036.1) and Ireland and the Union, c1774-
1923 (9HI036.2).

The paper is divided into three sections. Section A contains a compulsory question that is 
based on two enquiries linked to one source. It assesses source analysis and evaluation skills 
(AO2). Section B comprises a choice of essays that assess understanding of the period in 
depth (AO1) by targeting five second order concepts – cause, consequence, change and 
continuity, similarity and difference, and significance. Section C comprises a choice of essays 
that relate to aspects of the process of change over a period of at least 100 years (AO1). Most 
candidates appeared to organise their time effectively and there was little evidence of 
candidates being unable to attempt all three sections of the paper within the time allocated. 
Examiners continue to note that there are a number of scripts that pose problems with the 
legibility of handwriting. Examiners can only give credit for what they can read.

In Section A, the strongest answers demonstrated an ability to draw out and develop 
reasoned inferences from the source for both enquiries and to evaluate the source 
thoroughly in relation to the demands of the two enquiries on the basis of both contextual 
knowledge and the nature, origin and purpose of the source. In this examination series, 
where Advance Information had been provided, it was very disappointing to note that some 
candidates had a very limited pool of contextual knowledge on which to draw. In some cases, 
this led to incorrect assumptions being made by candidates.

In Section B, examiners were impressed by the number of responses that clearly understood 
the importance of identifying the appropriate second order concept that was being targeted 
by the question and shaped their responses appropriately to meet the demands of the 
question. Candidates did use the Advance Information appropriately to support their revision 
and many of them used wide-ranging and detailed contextual knowledge to support their 
arguments. The generic mark scheme clearly indicates the four bullet-pointed strands which 
are the focus for awarding marks and centres should note how these strands progress 
through the levels.
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Section C requires candidates to answer a breadth question. The questions in this section are 
set to encompass a minimum of 100 years. Candidates are reminded that, as has been 
pointed out in previous Principal Examiner reports, this has important implications for the 
higher levels in bullet point 2 of the mark scheme. To access bullet point 2 at level 5 
candidates are expected to have responded ‘fully’ to the demands of the question. The 
requirements of questions will vary and key developments relating to the question may be 
more specific to the entire chronological range in some questions and options than in others. 
However, it was judged not possible for candidates to have ‘fully met’ the demands of any 
section C question unless at least 75% of the chronological range of the question was 
addressed. To access bullet point 2 at level 4 candidates need to meet most of the demands 
of the question. It was unlikely that most of the demands of the question would be met if the 
answer had a restricted range that covered less than 60% of its chronology. It was observed 
that in some responses, candidates were trying to fit the material that was in the Advance 
Notice for Sections A and B to the demands of the questions in Section C. In many cases, this 
was not done very successfully as candidates failed to link much of the material to the 
question posed in a meaningful way.

In both Sections B and C when dealing with AO1, not all candidates demonstrated a secure 
understanding of what is meant by 'criteria' in terms of bullet point 3 of the mark scheme. 
Some candidates explicitly state in the introduction to the essay that they are naming the 
criteria that they plan to use, when in actual fact they are referring to the issues or the factors 
that will be discussed in the response. 'Criteria' in bullet point 3 of the mark scheme refers to 
the basis on which candidates reach their judgement, not the issues that are discussed in the 
process of reaching that judgement.

The candidates' performance on individual questions is considered in the next section.
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Question 1

Candidates at all levels were able to access this Source. The best candidates were able to 
interrogate the Source in relation to the two enquiries – the beliefs of the London 
Corresponding Society and the response of the government to radical reformers in 1794 – 
and develop their analysis and evaluation linked to their contextual knowledge of the period. 
Some candidates substituted their own synonym for beliefs, and although there was often 
some overlap between the synonym and beliefs, it did mean that often not all of what was 
written was clearly addressed to the focus of the question. Most candidates picked up on the 
critical tone of the Source towards the government and were able to exploit this with varying 
degrees of success when evaluating the Source. A minority of candidates appeared to think 
that Thomas Hardy had written the Source. It was disappointing to note that, despite 
Advance Information, a significant minority of candidates did not have a secure grasp on the 
contextual knowledge that applied to this topic. Many relied on references to events more 
than twenty years later. Many candidates appeared not to be aware that Hardy was acquitted 
of all charges. Whilst abbreviating the London Corresponding Society to LCS is acceptable, a 
significant minority of candidates abbreviated other words where it is not acceptable in 
academic writing, eg government to gov.
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Notice how this response opens immediately with an inference related 
to the first enquiry and supported by reference to the content of the 
source and then further developed and challenged on the basis of 
contextual knowledge. These are the qualities that are required to 
access the higher levels. The response is strongest when interrogating 
the source and less strong in dealing with its evaluation. Overall it does 
sufficient to access level 5.
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Question 2

Candidates at all levels were able to access this Source. The best candidates were able to 
interrogate the Source in relation to the two enquiries – the aims of the Dublin general strike 
and the key features of the strike – and develop their analysis and evaluation linked to their 
contextual knowledge of the period. There was some impressive conceptual development of 
the role played by syndicalism and other elements of the politics of the time. The vast 
majority of candidates recognised Larkin and the role he played in the Dublin general strike. 
Thus, discussion of the provenance of the Source was generally well handled. Enquiry one 
was largely dealt with well by all candidates. Enquiry two was more problematic for a 
significant minority of candidates, who dismissed the use of the Source to tackle the ‘key 
features’ of the strike on the grounds that it was written too early in the event to be of any 
use. Such responses often discussed what was not in the Source, rather than looking at what 
was in the Source.
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This is a secure level 5 response. The candidate has a very firm grasp 
on the content of the source and uses it to draw out inferences that 
are developed and supported by appropriate contextual knowledge 
that shows an awareness of the values and concerns of the society 
from which it is drawn.

16GCE History 9HI0 36



Question 3

This was the more popular of the two questions in Section B for 36.1 Protest, agitation and 
parliamentary reform in Britain, c1780-1928. The best answers were impressive, 
demonstrating a strong understanding of the conceptual focus of the question and using 
detailed contextual knowledge to support the analysis of how economic grievances 
contributed to driving Chartism within the chronology of the question. However, a number of 
the weaker answers were characterised by a lack of specific contextual knowledge and/or 
errors in the knowledge used. In light of the Advance Information provided, this was 
disappointing to see. Weaker candidates also might engage in responses that described in 
some depth some of the key events of the Chartist period, but that made only limited links to 
the question focus.
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This is a level 3 response. The candidate examines economic 
grievances and then moves on to identify two further factors that 
might be deemed to have driven Chartism. Both the extent of specific 
knowledge and the links made to the question lack sufficient 
development to move beyond this level.
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Ensure you develop your analysis fully and support your argument 
with specific knowledge.
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Question 4

This was the less popular of the two questions in Section B for 36.1 Protest, agitation and 
parliamentary reform in Britain, c1780-1928. There were a number of excellent responses 
seen to this question, where candidates had fully discussed the role of government and 
weighed it against a range of other factors. Conclusions, although they varied as to the 
significance of the role of government, were well supported in such answers. Weaker 
responses tended to engage in a narrative of events, often in great detail, linked to key topic 
5, with some responses stretching back as far as the Glasgow rent strike. Many of these 
answers did not explain how or why the events described helped to confirm or challenge the 
view in the question.
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This is a secure level 5 response. The candidate understands the focus 
of the question and develops a clear line of argument in which the 
relationship between key features is well developed.
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Question 5

This was the less popular of the two questions in Section B for 36.2 Ireland and the Union, 
c1774-1923. It was generally very well handled, and candidates clearly possessed sufficient 
material to support their analysis. Stronger candidates had a secure grasp of the conceptual 
focus of the question and were able to discuss a range of consequences of industrialisation 
with confidence and reach a judgement on whether economic improvement was the most 
significant of these. Such answers impressed with their ability to weigh the relative 
significance of the issues that were discussed. There was an impressive display of knowledge 
on the growth of the linen industry, shipbuilding and the social conditions that were 
experienced by the urban poor. Weaker candidates tended to describe aspects of these 
issues, rather than explicitly tying them to the focus of the question.

29 GCE History 9HI0 36



30GCE History 9HI0 36



31 GCE History 9HI0 36



32GCE History 9HI0 36



33 GCE History 9HI0 36



34GCE History 9HI0 36



This is a secure level 4 response. The candidate has discussed ways in 
which the most significant consequence of industrialisation in Ulster 
was economic improvement, but they also present a convincing 
counter argument and reach a clear judgment.
 

To build on this secure level 4 answer, the candidate would have 
needed to develop the analysis at greater depth.
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Question 6

This was the more popular of the two questions in Section B for 36.2 Ireland and the Union, 
c1774-1923. Most responses displayed a very good understanding around the Irish land 
issue. Many candidates commented on the role of Parnell in particular, although some 
candidates used his individual influence as a separate factor. Strong answers were seen that 
discussed the 1881 Land Act and the Kilmainham Treaty. Counter arguments were largely 
based on the role of Gladstone and the impact of the 1870 Land Act. Relatively few 
candidates considered the economic context of the period. Weaker candidates tended to 
describe aspects of the land issue without making explicit links between their description and 
the question, so that there was only limited analysis.
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This is a level 3 response. The response clearly has relevant knowledge 
for this question. However, the approach taken, although it does 
provide some analysis, is not securely focused on the demands of the 
question.
 

Think carefully about what the question requires you to do and ensure 
that you plan your response so that you are able to link your 
knowledge fully to the demands of the question.
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Question 7

This was the more popular of the two questions in Section C for 36.1 Protest, agitation and 
parliamentary reform in Britain, c1780-1928. The specification anticipates that candidates 
can answer questions in this section successfully by only drawing on the material in the 
themes. This summer, there was a new development in this section that has not been seen 
previously. Many candidates referenced unsuccessful extra-parliamentary pressure drawn 
from the key topics, rather than the themes, such as Peterloo, going into great detail 
describing the main events. Whilst reference to such protests could have potentially been 
made relevant to this question this only rarely happened. Rather, the majority of candidates 
using such material saw a direct line from these earlier failed protests to the reform of 
parliament. There were also weaker answers that provided a list-like commentary of 
parliamentary reform over the years with limited consideration of the question. However, 
there were also a number of very impressive responses that were seen, where candidates 
considered the role of riots, pressure groups, foreign policy and overseas events as all being 
examples of pressure from outside parliament. The focus of most candidates for their 
counter argument was the search for party political advantage and personal rivalries within 
parliament.
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This is a borderline level 2/3 response. The candidate makes a basic 
point about a number of relevant pieces of legislation, although not all 
are correctly dated. The analysis is very limited.
 

It is important to develop your analysis and to make links between the 
points that you are raising.
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Question 8

This was the less popular of the two questions in Section C for 36.1 Protest, agitation and 
parliamentary reform in Britain, c1780-1928. A significant minority of candidates were not 
familiar with the terms of the 1911 Parliament Act and/or did not apply the terms to the main 
thrust of the question. Weaker candidates also struggled with the concept of a turning point; 
this led to some answers that simply developed a chronological narrative of some key 
changes, with limited reference to the demands of the question. Many candidates were able 
to discuss the powers of the aristocracy pre-1800, for example, the corrupt practices and 
bribery that was rife within the system and a minority were able to discuss the ‘economical 
reform’ of the 1780s. However, a significant minority of responses to this question only 
began in 1832, thus missing a considerable portion of the chronology. There were also some 
candidates who did not go beyond 1911. However, there were some impressive answers 
seen to this question, where candidates clearly understood the conceptual focus of the 
question and were able to fully engage with it, demonstrating a strong breadth of knowledge 
on which to base some sophisticated analysis.
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This response is level 3/4 borderline. The candidate does show some 
awareness of the terms of the 1911 Parliament Act and links that to 
the question. It understands that it needs to consider the impact of 
legislation and does examine other legislation from this perspective, 
without developing the analysis fully. It is not in level 4 for bullet point 
2 because it has not met ‘most of the demands’ of the question in 
terms of its chronological range. The only reference that might be 
considered as dealing with the pre-1832 period is a brief comment on 
rotten boroughs. At the other end of the chronology, the response 
stops in 1911.

Ensure as you plan, that you build in chronological range for Section C 
questions.
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Question 9

This was the more popular of the two questions in Section C for 36.2 Ireland and the Union, 
c1774-1923. Candidates made use of a wide range of knowledge in answering this question. 
They were often more effective in their discussion of nationalist weakness than with the 
strength of the opposition. Generally, the strength of the opposition was defined by most 
candidates as the strengths of the British, and few went beyond this. Candidates tended to 
be stronger in dealing with the earlier part of the chronology than with the later. Given that 
many candidates wrote this response chronologically, it may be that they ran out of time.
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This response is a secure level 5. It ranges widely across the period in a 
sustained analysis that demonstrates a real confidence in the material 
and the arguments.
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Question 10

This was the less popular of the two questions in Section C for 36.2 Ireland and the Union, 
c1774-1923. Weaker candidates struggled with the concept of a turning point; this led to 
some answers that simply developed a chronological narrative of some key events, with 
limited reference to the demands of the question or the development of an answer focusing 
on the reasons for Home Rule. Most candidates were secure in the knowledge around 
Gladstone and Home Rule. However, a significant minority did not consider events before 
1801 and/or after 1893 or 1912. The latter may have been the result of timing issues.
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This response has a very secure understanding of the focus of the 
question and the quality of the analysis and the judgements reached is 
clear. It is a secure level 5 response.
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Paper Summary

Based on their performance on this paper, candidates are offered the following advice:

Section A

Candidates should ensure that they deal with both enquiries; there will be material in the 
Sources to support both enquiries
Candidates should not simply paraphrase the content of the source; they should develop 
valid inferences supported by the arguments raised in the source
Candidates should read the caption carefully so they do not mistake its intent
Candidates should make use of relevant contextual knowledge to support inferences and 
evaluation.

Sections B and C

Candidates should avoid a narrative/descriptive approach; this undermines the analysis 
that is required for the higher levels
Planning of essays will help candidates develop an analytical approach
Candidates must be aware of key dates, as identified in the specification, so that they can 
address questions with chronological precision
Candidates should aim to range across the breadth of the chronology in Section C 
questions.
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Grade boundaries

Grade boundaries for this, and all other papers, can be found on the website on this link:

https://qualifications.pearson.com/en/support/support-topics/results-certification/grade-
boundaries.html
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