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Introduction

It was pleasing to see candidates continue to be able to engage effectively with the A Level paper 38
which deals with The Making of Modern Russia, 1855-1991 (38.1) and The Making of Modern China,
1860-1997 (38.2).

The paper is divided into three sections. Section A contains a compulsory question which is based on
two enquiries linked to one source. It assesses source analysis and evaluation skills (AO2). Section B
comprises a choice of essays that assess understanding of the period in depth (AO1) by targeting five
second order concepts - cause, consequence, change and continuity, similarity and difference, and
significance. Section C comprises a choice of essays that relate to aspects of the process of change
over a period of at least 100 years (AO1). Most candidates appeared to organise their time
effectively and there was very little evidence of candidates being unable to attempt all three
sections of the paper within the time allocated this summer. Examiners continued to comment on
the fact that a significant minority of scripts posed some problems with the legibility of hand writing.
Examiners can only give credit for what they can read.

In Section A, the strongest answers demonstrated an ability to draw out and develop reasoned
inferences from the source for both enquiries and to evaluate the source thoroughly in relation to
the demands of the two enquiries on the basis of both contextual knowledge and the nature, origin
and purpose of the source. It is pleasing to note that last summer’s advice was taken on board by
many candidates and there were fewer examples this summer of candidates suggesting that weight
can be established by a discussion of what is missing from a source. This summer there was some
evidence of more candidates using often extensive contextual knowledge to drive an answer to the
enquiry, rather than using it to illuminate and discuss the source. This resulted in candidates not
dealing with the source adequately.

In Section B, examiners were impressed by the number of responses that clearly understood the
importance of identifying the appropriate second order concept that was being targeted by the
guestion. However, it continues to be the case that weaker candidates often wanted to turn
questions into a main factor/other factors approach, even where this was not appropriate to the
focus of the question. Candidates should be aware of key dates, as identified in the specification,
and ensure that they draw their evidence in responses from the appropriate time period.

In Section C, most candidates were able to engage with the elements of the process of change that
are central in this section of the examination. This is a breadth question and the questions that are
set encompass a minimum of 100 years. Candidates are reminded again that this has important
implications for the higher levels in bullet point 2 of the mark scheme. To access bullet point 2 at
level 5 candidates are expected to have responded ‘fully’ to the demands of the question. The
requirements of questions will vary and key developments relating to the question may be more
specific to the entire chronological range in some questions and options than in others. However, it
was judged not possible for candidates to have “fully met’ the demands of any section C question
unless at least 75% of the chronological range of the question was addressed. To access bullet point
2 at level 4 candidates need to meet most of the demands of the question. It was unlikely that most
of the demands of the question would be met if the answer had a restricted range that covered less
than 60% of its chronology.

In both Sections B and C when dealing with AO1, not all candidates demonstrated a secure
understanding of what is meant by 'criteria’ in terms of bullet point 3 of the mark scheme. Some
candidates explicitly state in the introduction to the essay that they are naming the criteria that they



plan to use, when in actual fact they are referring to the issues or the factors that will be discussed in
the response. 'Criteria’ in bullet point 3 of the mark scheme refers to the basis on which candidates
reach their judgement, not the issues that are discussed in the process of reaching that judgement.
There was some tendency this summer, in all sections of the paper, for some candidates to replicate
the words and phrases of the mark scheme in their responses. It is the application of the
requirements of the mark scheme that is crucial.

9H10_38_Q01

Question Introduction

There were some very impressive responses to this question. Most candidates were able to make
inferences with regard to the influence of Rasputin and to develop these with accurate and relevant
knowledge. Similarly, with regard to position of the Tsar in late 1916, many were able to infer from
his apparently deteriorating control of events at home that this was weak and to explore why. When
considering the weight of the source to the enquiry, there were some excellent comments made
about Purishkevich’s attitude to Rasputin and, as a monarchist, his possible desire to deflect
attention away from Nicholas’ shortcomings.

On the other hand, weaker responses wrote extensively about Rasputin or Russia’s difficulties during
the war with scant attention to the content of the source. Sometimes, the second enquiry was
neglected entirely. Comments on the nature, origin or purpose of the source were often generic and
not applied in coming to a judgement on its use to the enquiries specified in the question.

Doc ID: 0461003049026

This response confidently explores the evidence of the source for both enquiries, making reasoned
inferences from the content and developing them with the use of generally well-selected and
precise knowledge. This knowledge illuminates, and helps discuss the limitations of, what can be
gained from the source material. Throughout, there is consideration of the speaker's position in
evaluating the weight of his evidence to the enquiries. It was awarded a mid L5 mark.
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Answers to this question tended to lack some balance between the two enquiries in the question.
Candidates found it more straightforward to discuss the Marco Polo Bridge Incident, most being able
to make inferences from the source regarding its origins and to add knowledge to support and/or
develop these. Fewer, however, were able to place Chiang Kai-shek’s call for unity and resistance to
the Japanese in the context of his attitude to Japan’s incursions against Chinese sovereignty since
1931. With regard to the weight of the source to the enquiry, many noted the tone and language of
Chiang Kai-shek’s speech, some speculating on his desire to attract international support in the
coming war against Japan.

Weaker responses often tended to paraphrase the source content or paid scant attention to the
content of the speech, instead writing at length about what was not in it. Comments on the nature,
origin or purpose of the source were often generic and not applied in coming to a judgement on its
use to the two enquiries.

Iltem: 0461004080189

This repsonse makes reasoned inferences from the content of the source with reference to both
enquiries. There is some development of these inferences with contextual knowledge of the Bridge
incident and Chiang Kai-shek's response. The candidate also considers the limitations of the source's
evidence given the confusion immediately following the incident and Chiang's uncertain tone though
these are not fully applied. It was gien a mid L4 mark.
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Question Introduction

This question was often answered very well. It was clear that candidates had a very good
understanding of the Khrushchev ‘thaw’ and were able to use extensive knowledge to come to
nuanced judgements on its extent with regard, for example to his condemnations of Staliism or its
effects on culture and the arts. Weaker answers tended to describe the reforms without really
addressing the extent to which Khrushchev introduced greater freedom in the USSR.

Iltem: 0461003677563

This response sustains a discussion on the extent of Khrushchev's 'thaw', considering the evidence
from a number of perspectives using a depth of precise knowledge. It establishes criteria for
judgement throughout which inform a confident evaluation. It received a mid L5 mark.
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Question Introduction

This question was marginally less popular than Q3 but again, was answered very well in the main.
The impact of the Afghanistan war on the USSR was a subject well known to many candidates and
they were able to evidence the military, financial, political and psychological ways in which this
might have contributed to the break-up of the Soviet Union. This was often balanced by
consideration of other relevant factors, the economic stagnation of the USSR since the 1960s or the
effects of Glasnost for example, and many noted the cumulative effect of this variety of factors in
coming to a judgement. Weaker answers were often able to recount, in some detail, these factors
though were less proficient in linking them to the fall of the USSR.

Iltem: 0461003049160

This response considers a number of different factors relevant to the fall of the USSR. It does address
the impact of the Afghanistan war and attempts to place this in the context of these other factors
but struggles overall to construct a convincing analysis of how this contributed to the end of Soviet
communism. It was awarded a mid L4 mark.
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Question Introduction




There were few responses to this question. The better answers were able to evidence the manner in
which foreign missionaries contributed to increasing anti-western feeling during the 1860s. Weaker
responses found the stated factor challenging and were far more comfortable discussing the
alternatives as causes, notably the effects of the unequal treaties.

Item: 0461004080199

There is some attempt to address the role of missionaries in contributing to the growth of anti-
western feeling in China after 1860 in this answer but this is rather general. Other factors relevant to
the question are introduced but the response generally lacks depth and precision. It was given a high
L3 mark.
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Question Introduction

This was a popular question and often done very well. Many good answers were able to evidence
fully the reasons for the Sino-Soviet split, paying particular regard to ideological differences.These
included, for example, Mao’s decision to ditch the Soviet economic model during the late 1950s and
his desire for continuing revolution worldwide as opposed to peaceful co-existence. This was often
balanced by a discussion of other relevant causes, notably the personality clashes between Mao and

Khrushchev. Weaker answers struggled to define ‘ideological’ or lacked precise knowledge of the
issue and the period.

Iltem: 0461004080188

This detailed and precise response sustains an analysis of the causes of the Sino-Soviet split paying

particular attention to its ideological dimension. It comes to a reasoned and justified judgement and
was given a low L5 mark.



° I - ()
‘ lowad Al AR IpT Lok . - HAMAAR.
Chosen question number: Question3 E1  Quastion4 O — ﬁ&-&;——w?mfi—mz——ﬁzf—ﬁ% e poliire..
Questions E Questions M = |eg Maom. Cldmirdded v J0MAAG
: : = relarorvie. addlhe Tae. ST, paticadadt. .
onot. (D69 wwiae. wncloud ttdly. cotalyid WA S pina. SOLtEr. clegence. ...
éﬁ Bl Grouaiig.. ‘def_f;;j‘i;m MW?;W LA - L80EL "Mad. o 4o8(. and
AL fROP DO LA e LA LOerageed fine POULHACD 10 U < 24 ...
e COpiin it . s woledtippias. e T AT ALl s f/{:mhezw
UKL P Gared. Lot . SLgparns, clene CPundae ptad ag g J0Uier Gd. Coup, b1Rhed
AR o (RACRHL - CORCHTENLE, ool y tee Bredhmec docmire ag (968w

LLRANLASC i AR BONOLLA Sfnr Al hen
"6 /f?d“f TR ALLL . k.. SN SQNCEL.
S AL QAL AL
Fas. MJOM /rweaaa a.t; [(550.

Fraseel ot OIS on.  from.  fradie Aiemel.
CArMMLLeU P i BATLr COPRT T
AR O LIOLL AL AEAULY ity O Corrn.
wnrergierence. (Laddubitidiy pnartqere.
Mg CULaLogacad canntieny op prollaoe
CONPBLALCLL . IO .. O ENL R Frne LT
wdah enship m.ramafmw Fle @erido.

Qranl.  @NAQNLY Ll lLl. JoL  (AANTA
e FLAQY  Great Leqp roredorcd ol
ANy g0 OGS Ceral  COPRMLLALE?
CRTTITALLTER . L ALRLCr R L appl PRk <o i
‘buasing A fara Qg adhaln adcocecsed M coluoliging ippl dﬂﬂ,@ﬂ!
| Ncllebrnaleradion gom. Fla p0€azsclss Hoo qOCME Ll oy Has PRE 200 Hod.

o - USTR,. wh POIACUbie. dedét. Hregenrots fl<>
e SAATT Vot s, Uil (GO ... coOsTRLs A Hitalbly . Allicd. . Resrtuing W)ﬂ"%
AR pedlLfecd. OLALIIRINCL. FALLIAARS.

J

U e » = O
o - L]
e (950 Sino- jorier méa.ﬁowbﬁwanal Aducteas. et Ble Jreduy ag. (963,
And grendiiiig . ClunG. Llre Promasd Shirdlhe. fLOM. Mpealol 9. Goeal EOutSe
Aclooe Capabtlity  of. Aditedr. LUbmManAs. UMWW«G""\
g,rmr»ﬂa.; USSR . en. qeChnang.e. gor. raditis fog npatihee aq

Jippoat. AGUNUL 110 U th KOO .. PLUCLPR. o7 resllocu czzf:wdd;,, o
Boypnte. s, twe RUNIOn cliol AOT . Tt ing. JOUREE. . SLLL, ST ot Pk
Lkt L0 S AAO. ANGL. Tins PRCs  perceoa?rom
dfHnt  ALCC LT %me Ldone. g
Weca disrn 1o grecoeed.  TUin

e (D8 pid flae TadnOn. fnm,

[Slandts _agy Mate ond Quimoyg ro. geor LrALinitrr cmot oidiram d.é,,
protiote. o 1P AMLNCOn. Akl G, ritaler LALUSARLL, - 0 IAD  ARNDUNCLA s

PLIQLLAI N, F A A SCA RS t-wgm’;( M ,Cx@éf(/g WJQM@ i £ ASb. mis i,

Hagole Cnid. of (D62, wiblre pLao. AL AR | LD, SIAARA FpHn i
BN Mk SR DT Irdey blotrsect Tt ldOlo. o bdd. CALiaect by  L0ro ey 7crrire

ULlS, Oy ALLLG . A QO Prin 10 Lok, ANl CONGICE. GCL O 8. peciol. rids. .
bk ALY negatad. he UIP ae ol Asgie 46Mr (A Q08 g Cally,  fiarOlenaliny
G Hpr cleploMadig. uas Fe LSA. e gencceote conct ALCGN ag KT
Tog. Aaotnsmons. . JUecOncterg.  ACEa: Lo TLEEL. canol FUADcagie Hae
Apabulirg and  peacchece COLkiiPace. N L CCrrtes G oy Tt GO é%
Lm et WMMG( crtstr Floe boroocual,  ganiin  gouo 70,000 ""““‘W

. . == L




3

670 Keanging pr0UdpLe o 00N bebuiggn
{980 _ara 8l percieceot by etas /0. pe.
LA APy K unBI ine p A 0Ld T
TUL . (OO s LBl cdrtn AL
By Hau Reavicun.... .oreb. lagusy diut +o
Mo LLQ 1 oy, z.jgro oy Mo N EehTO
pgprdasen. wa Gredt  [fOrnero,
Tl PRI CAL catr  rtne  USUR pinpptyr
e indlion gorcia in Hos SINO - indiers.
wior o 1962, MALAKA g tragy dllals
HAC anat e CCP. #Uare. clbo addo.
LA LAAE 2. AL LT A Long, (e blrcte,
beluadin.. 962 ang 1967 fme PR ...
LNt | Hakds  ona UG enosence W,
200 ta. 1200 pespicr plandt addng e
borcles ond. i /909 ddone. fusee uslee
L83 Slermafies.  AON ADICOT
WPt . Paf . rede doted . £D0.
AAOLaIAchov) n. (GO, UIMACh  colGenid
Soreter  congidt

Mﬁogm difpuises. poaMiid oy fud iy
Fue Ltap Fvadorad. anda. Fee .

&g e ....._am_fe....mcg,aﬁm ag Foe

éD/CZ{.EJ mn_dam m c;maan.g

mm%wm i
ag... 6 borclld _CONGUCH. ana. Wmm
ULl d A ALAL P IOy nre SO Wt
alligore. c%/ma_/mm»@wo;—w
At fe FOOL afy OTTh. bf Halat ih

UNALAUA by, Pns sl eal .. LONMORN,
beLrasltmn.  Ho, . FJE’CWMO’JXR

GO COARG e dpnse ag o (G50
LB LOA. K ALE | STON
Conmu.«rn@ coteablosnae ool
//‘M ﬂuﬁg’rmm ke e (SR paat
CAASTANBIEE_oar SO SOULES JeAA O,
AL P . ALLCCA . p AL o]
SALUP . comel oLk g o L]0

WA

.

’ T

L ACAIAS VAACE, A o0nd e CLedEog,

mw:z% o ancd aa_u.ﬁed

A MINT = SOANLA periit

L

9HI10_38_Q07



Question Introduction

Candidates who attempted this question often knew a great deal about the various attempts to
improve the condition of the peasantry in Russia during this period and were able to write, at length,
about Stolypin’s reforms, the effects of the Emancipation Decree and various measures undertaken
under the communists, the Land Decree or the Virgin Lands scheme for example. Where they
sometimes faltered was in the ability to maintain a structure which enabled them to be consistently
analytical in their response. Weaker answers tended to use a chronological approach which often
didn’t help them evaluate the question convincingly. They also had a limited chronological range,
especially towards the end of the period, running out of evidence when it came to the premiership
of Brezhnev especially.

Iltem: 0461003049156

This response considers the condition of the peasantry in Russia across the chronological range with
particular attention to the stated factor, Stolypin's reforms. There is some depth as well as breadth
to the evidence it introduces and it establishes clear criteria for judgement. It was awarded a top L4
mark.
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Question Introduction

Good answers to this question focussed fully on the successes and failures of Stalin’s various
attempts to improve agricultural productivity, notably collectivisation, ‘tractorisation’ and
Lysenkoism. There were some very impressive considerations of why it was that these and most
other attempts failed, under both the Tsars and communists, whether that was due to the political
vision of the Tsars or the ill-conceived, top-down schemes of the likes of Khrushchev. Weaker
answers tended to lack the knowledge necessary to construct a convincing argument. Also, as with
Q7, some candidates found it difficult to maintain a structure which enabled them to be consistently
analytical in their response.

Iltem: 0461003049035

This answer does consider the agricultural policies of Russian leaders across the chronological range
specified in the question including Stalin. Where it is weaker is in linking these policies to increasing
agricultural output, therefore some of its judgements lack conviction. It was given a low L4 mark.
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Question Introduction



There were some good answers to this question which covered, in some detail the attempts by Mao
and Deng to boost Chinese industry. Alongside this, the role of the Self-Strengtheners was also
considered as was the record of the Republican governments of the 1930s and sometimes, the role
of the Japanese. Among weaker responses, there was a lack of precise and detailed knowledge and
some lack of chronological range

Iltem: 0461004080198

This response does address issues relevant to the question from across the chronological range but
it lacks depth to its explanations and, as a result, its judgements are not supported. It received a mid
L3 mark.
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Question Introduction

Those who attempted this question were often able to identify the ways in which the Self-
Strengthening movement promoted economic growth under the Qing dynasty, though their ideas,
and the reasoning behind these ideas, were often glossed over. Also, some candidates did not read
the dates in the question carefully enough and, as a result, included long considerations of the ideas
of Deng Xiaoping in their answers which were clearly not relevant.

Iltem: 0461004080186

This response does cover the industrial policies of Chinese leaders from across the period specified
in the question. The ideas behind these policies however, is less clear with the answer focussing
more on outcomes. It was given a mid L4 mark.
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Paper Summary

Based on their performance on this paper, candidates are offered the following advice:

Section A




e Candidates should ensure that they deal with both enquiries

e Candidates should not simply paraphrase the content of the source; they should develop
valid inferences supported by the arguments raised in the source

e (Candidates should avoid stock evaluation, e.g. it is a newspaper report so it is exaggerated
because it is designed to sell papers

e There is no requirement to argue that the source is better suited to one enquiry than the
other; any comments made in relation to this will be rewarded according to how they fit
with the three strands of the mark scheme.

Sections B and C

e Candidates should avoid a narrative/descriptive approach; this undermines the analysis that
is required for the higher levels

e Planning of essays will help candidates develop an analytical approach

e Candidates must be aware of key dates, as identified in the specification, so that they can
address questions with chronological precision

e Candidates should aim to range across the breadth of the chronology in Section C questions.
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