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Introduction
It was pleasing to see candidates continue to be able to engage effectively across the ability range

with A Level paper 30 which deals with Lancastrians, Yorkists and Henry VII, 1399-1509.

The paper is divided into three sections. Section A contains a compulsory question which is based

on two enquiries linked to one source. It assesses source analysis and evaluation skills (AO2).

Section B comprises a choice of essays that assess understanding of the period in depth (AO1) by

targeting five second order concepts - cause, consequence, change and continuity, similarity and

difference, and significance. Section C comprises a choice of essays that relate to aspects of the

process of change over a period of at least 100 years (AO1). Most candidates appeared to organise

their time effectively and there was very little evidence of candidates being unable to attempt all

three sections of the paper within the time allocated this summer. Examiners continued to

comment on the fact that a significant minority of scripts posed some problems with the legibility

of hand writing. Examiners can only give credit for what they can read.

In Section A, the strongest answers demonstrated an ability to draw out and develop reasoned

inferences from the source for both enquiries and to evaluate the source thoroughly in relation to

the demands of the two enquiries on the basis of both contextual knowledge and the nature, origin

and purpose of the source. It is pleasing to note that last summer’s advice was taken on board by

many candidates and there were fewer examples this summer of candidates suggesting that weight

can be established by a discussion of what is missing from a source. This summer there was some

evidence of more candidates using often extensive contextual knowledge to drive an answer to the

enquiry, rather than using it to illuminate and discuss the source. This resulted in candidates not

dealing with the source adequately.

In Section B, examiners were impressed by the number of responses that clearly understood the

importance of identifying the appropriate second order concept that was being targeted by the

question. However, it continues to be the case that weaker candidates often wanted to turn

questions into a main factor/other factors approach, even where this was not appropriate to the

focus of the question. Candidates should be aware of key dates, as identified in the specification,

and ensure that they draw their evidence in responses from the appropriate time period.

In Section C, most candidates were able to engage with the elements of the process of change that

are central in this section of the examination. This is a breadth question and the questions that are

set encompass a minimum of 100 years. Candidates are reminded again that this has important

implications for the higher levels in bullet point 2 of the mark scheme. To access bullet point 2 at

level 5 candidates are expected to have responded ‘fully’ to the demands of the question. The

requirements of questions will vary and key developments relating to the question may be more

specific to the entire chronological range in some questions and options than in others. However, it

was judged not possible for candidates to have ‘fully met’ the demands of any section C question

unless at least 75% of the chronological range of the question was addressed. To access bullet

point 2 at level 4 candidates need to meet most of the demands of the question. It was unlikely that

most of the demands of the question would be met if the answer had a restricted range that

covered less than 60% of its chronology.

In both Sections B and C when dealing with AO1, not all candidates demonstrated a secure

understanding of what is meant by 'criteria' in terms of bullet point 3 of the mark scheme. Some

candidates explicitly state in the introduction to the essay that they are naming the criteria that

they plan to use, when in actual fact they are referring to the issues or the factors that will be

discussed in the response. 'Criteria' in bullet point 3 of the mark scheme refers to the basis on

which candidates reach their judgement, not the issues that are discussed in the process of

reaching that judgement. There was some tendency this summer, in all sections of the paper, for
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some candidates to replicate the words and phrases of the mark scheme in their responses. It is

the application of the requirements of the mark scheme that is crucial.

The candidates' performance on individual questions is considered in the next section.
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Question 1 

The source question was answered in general very well. Some candidates recognized that in order

to properly address the question both enquiries had to be treated. Candidates that recognized the

reasons for the treaty generally wrote about the Burgundian alliance and the factional aspect of the

French court as well as the victories of Henry V throughout the late 1410s. The outcome of the

negotiations was generally analyzed well with inferences made about the marriage of the French

Princess and Henry’s elevation to the French throne upon the death of the French King. Fewer were

able to comment on significance of the terms by considering the order in which they were

mentioned by Walsingham. Quite a few answers dealt with one enquiry much better than the

other. Many students also included an introduction, which often just restated the question and did

not add anything to their answers. They would have been better off just launching straight into

their analysis. Some candidates offered more contextual knowledge to support these inferences

such as the mental state of Charles VI and the marriage between Henry and Catherine. The

stronger answers were able to use contextual knowledge to support or challenge what was in the

source, although again, too much time was wasted on what was not in the source, without

explaining why that might be and many students felt the source lacked value because it did not talk

about what was to happen in the future e.g. the death of Henry V before Charles VI and the

problems encountered by Henry VI. A significant number of candidates were undecided about the

author of the source and how he got his information. A lot of candidates spent a significant portion

of their respective answer attempting to determine the truthfulness of the source based on the

author. A surprising number of candidates mentioned that the source could be judged as truthful

because the author was a religious person. On the whole, candidates could have focused more on

how the provenance of the source informs the contents of the source and the impact of this on the

enquires.
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This is a well considered answer that has all the

hallmarks of a level 5 response. The candidate has

a clear and considered opening, the response is

well focused and the candidate uses the

provenance and contextual knowledge to inform

their interpretation of the source.

Make sure that your consideration of provenance

is linked to the contents of the source, not just

included as a standalone paragraph.
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Question 2 

This was the most popular question and was in general answered extremely well. Most candidates

focused on Richard II’s tyranny and the short- and long-term causes of his downfall. The detail that

was displayed by some candidates was extemporary. Most candidates were able to analyse

information and were able to reach a judgement at least partly based on criteria, although stronger

answers clearly set criteria in their introduction and then referred back to these throughout their

answers. Some candidates focused on Richard and his many poor decisions, but some also

recognized that there were matters out of his control or at least it was not all his own doing. When

candidates did establish this criterion, it was mainly Henry Bolingbroke that was attributed to have

led to Richard’s downfall. The most popular criteria mentioned were Richard disinheriting Henry

after the death of John of Gaunt or his decision to go to Ireland and delay his return. The strongest

candidates noted the term ‘solely’ in the question and focused their debate around this term.
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A wide ranging and well-focused level 5 response.

The candidate identifies criteria for judgement in

the introduction and then refers back to them

throughout the response. A well-developed

conclusion where the criteria are effectively

weighed up ends the response.

Refer back to the criteria you have established in

the introduction, at the end of each paragraph.
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Question 3 

This question was not as well answered on the whole as the Richard II question. Most candidates

did recognize the focus of the question however some preferred to bypass Simnel and instead talk

about the revolts against Henry VII. A surprising number of candidates were confused as to who

Simnel and Warbeck were pretending to be. Some candidates did give a good understanding of the

Simnel threat and this was coupled with the threat of Warbeck and the tax revolts as a comparison.

Most answers attempted analysis but many would have benefitted from setting out more clearly

what made a threat significant from the outset and then referring back to this. Stronger answers

were able to use criteria successfully in this way. The conceptual focus of the question was

understood by the vast majority, and there was some range and depth of detail, but greater

precision was possible.
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The strength of this level 5 response lies in the

manner in which the candidate weighs up the

stated factor against other factors throughout the

response, culminating in a conclusion which sets

Simnel effectively against other threats to the

throne.

Aim to compare alternative factors back to the

stated factor at the end of each paragraph,

assessing their comparative significance.
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Question 4 

This question was answered well in general. However, only the very strongest answers were able to

compare the relative significance of events and say what would make a significant difference to the

power of the crown. Answers often included knowledge of France, but did not always focus enough

on 1453. Some answers were able to make the link to the loss of land and therefore the anger of

nobles and the subsequence decline of Henry VI leading on to the protectorate. Some then linked

this to the start of hostilities in 1455. However, quite often the losses in France were not dealt with

in sufficient depth. Other common issues identified were war and diplomacy in general, particularly

Henry V successes and the diplomacy of Edward IV at Picquigny. Fewer mentioned the diplomacy of

Henry VII, instead choosing to talk about his financial policies. Financial strength/weakness was also

a common topic of discussion as was the power of parliament and the impact of usurpation on the

power of the crown, namely that Henry IV set a precedent. Answers usually attempted analysis, but

this was not sustained throughout the answer and on the whole answers lacked sufficient range

and depth of material. Many answers did cover most of the date range, but still did not get high

levels because the information lacked depth and precision. Candidates would also have benefited

from dealing more explicitly with the ‘significantly changed’ element of the question by setting and

referring to clear criteria.
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In this level 5 response the candidate effectively

considers the stated turning point and compares

all other turning points back to 1453. The

candidate does well to weigh up the relative

importance of each alternative turning point and

assesses them in comparison to the stated turning

point.

Make sure you spend enough time on the stated

turning point identified in the question before

comparing it to others.
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Question 5 

This was the more popular of the breadth questions was answered very well in general. Answers to

this question generally adopted a for/against approach, although a few did consider the nobility as

a key issue in enabling crown control among other factors, which was often a valid response,

although analysis often suffered in this case. In the first approach answers commonly included the

use of nobles in regional councils, the use of noble retinues in war and the help nobles could give in

times of crisis e.g. the protectorate under Henry VI or in taking the throne e.g. Warwick. Counter

arguments very often focused on noble rebellions such as Hotspur, Warwick or the Duke of York.

Stronger answers included the changing power of the monarchy under Henry VII, particularly his

use of bonds. Weaker answers taking this approach tended to generalise about land ownership,

retinues and law and order without providing specific examples from the period 1399-1509. Some

answers also included knowledge on nobles harming crown control under Richard II (e.g.

Wonderful/Merciless Parliaments), which was outside the date range and could not be credited. If

the second approach was taken, alongside the nobility as a factor enabling crown control, finance,

parliament and war/diplomacy were often discussed. Most answers tried to address the conceptual

focus of the question and included some analysis, but this question suffered from insufficient

coverage of the date range. There also seemed to be a trend where some candidates focused on

the early period of Henry IV and Henry V whereas other candidates almost exclusively focused on

Edward IV and Henry VII (almost all of which contained Henry VI). Some candidates displayed

excellent knowledge of the nobility and specific instances which could give weight for judgment in

order to answer the question properly.
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The candidate effectively covers the chronological

range of the questions in this level 5 response. A

key strength of this question is how the candidate

considers change over time, weighing up a number

of events that impact upon the theme in the

question.
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Make sure that you include detailed examples

from across the time frame in the question.
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Paper Summary
Based on their performance on this paper, candidates are offered the following advice:

Section A

Candidates should ensure that they deal with both enquiries

Candidates should aim to draw out reasoned and developed inferences that go beyond

comprehension of the sources

Candidates should move beyond stereotypical approaches to the nature, origin and purpose of

the source. Comments about this should be specific to the provided sources rather than generic

comments that might apply to any source

Contextual knowledge should be used to illuminate and discuss what is in the source, rather than

provide an answer to the enquiry.

Sections B and C

Candidates should not assume that every question will require a factor/other factors approach

Candidates should avoid a narrative/descriptive approach; this undermines the analysis that is

required for the higher levels

Candidates must be aware of key dates, as identified in the specification, so that they can

address questions with chronological precision

Candidates should aim to range across the breadth of the chronology in Section C questions. This

entails not just the bookend dates but some range across the whole chronology within the

parameters of the specification.
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Grade Boundaries
Grade boundaries for this, and all other papers, can be found on the website on this link:

http://www.edexcel.com/iwantto/Pages/grade-boundaries.aspx
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