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Introduction

It was pleasing to see candidates able to engage effectively across the ability range in this the
second year of the new A Level paper 2C which deals with France in revolution, 1774-99 (2C.1) and
Russia in revolution, 1894-1924 (2C.2).

The paper is divided into two sections. Section A contains a compulsory question which is based on
two linked sources. It assesses source analysis and evaluation skills (AO2). Section B comprises a
choice of essays that assess understanding of the period in depth (AO1) by targeting five second
order concepts - cause, consequence, change and continuity, similarity and difference, and
significance. Candidates appeared to organise their time effectively and there was little evidence of
candidates being unable to attempt both answers within the time allocated. Examiners did note
that more scripts than has been usual posed some problems with the legibility of handwriting.
Examiners can only give credit for what they can read.

In Section A, the strongest answers demonstrated an ability to draw out reasoned inferences
developed from the sources and to evaluate the sources thoroughly in relation to the demands of
the question on the basis of both contextual knowledge and the nature, origin and purpose of the
source. It is important that candidates appreciate that weight is not necessarily established by a
discussion of what is missing from a source. If the author of the source has omitted something
intentionally in order to modify meaning or distort the message of the source, then it will be
relevant to discuss that omission in reaching a conclusion regarding the use that a historian might
make of the sources. However, comments on all the things that the sources might have contained,
but failed to do so, is unlikely to contribute to establishing weight. The question requires candidates
to use the sources ‘together’ and it was pleasing to see that the majority of candidates were aware
of this instruction and achieved it using a variety of different approaches.

Candidates are more familiar with the essay section of Paper 2 and in section B most candidates
were well prepared to write, or to attempt, an analytical response. Stronger answers clearly
understood the importance of identifying the appropriate second order concept that was being
targeted by the question, although weaker candidates often wanted to engage in a main
factor/other factors approach, even where this did not necessarily address the demands of the
conceptual focus. Candidates do need to formulate a plan so that there is an argument and a
counter argument within their answer; many candidates lacked any counter argument at all. The
generic mark scheme clearly indicates the four bullet-pointed strands which are the focus for
awarding marks and centres should note how these strands progress through the levels.
Candidates do need to be aware of key dates, as identified in the specification, and ensure that they
draw their evidence in responses from the appropriate time period.

The candidates' performance on individual questions is considered in the next section.
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Question 1

On Question 1, stronger responses clearly considered the sources together (e.g. both sources
suggest that the Directory's constitutional/political arrangements were flawed and the government
was losing popular support), although treatment of the sources may have been uneven. Such
responses also analysed the source material in relation to the enquiry with a sense of interrogation
which went beyond selecting key points and made reasoned inferences (e.g. the Directory failed to
establish real liberty and legal equality because of its treatment of nobles and priests). Knowledge
of the historical context was used to discuss limitations/what can be gained from the content of the
source material (e.g. the Directory’s constitutional arrangements prevented the concentration of
power and avoided the extremism of 1793-94) and revealed an awareness of the values and
concerns of the society from which it was drawn (e.g. concern to stabilise French government and
society after the Terror). Furthermore, high-scoring candidates evaluated the source material
relevantly in line with the specified enquiry and considered matters of provenance confidently (e.g.
de Staél was well educated and connected and so would potentially be in a good position to offer
an informed assessment of the extent of the Directory’s success). The weight of the evidence was
taken into consideration when coming to a judgement (e.g. the pessimistic tone and candid
assessment of the police in Source 2).

Weaker responses began to consider the sources together (e.g. both state that Directory’s policies
were not successful in the late 1790s). In addition, such responses showed some limited
understanding and analysis of the source material through the selection of key points relevant to
the question (e.g. the Directory achieved some political and financial successes) and valid
inferences (e.g. after some initial success the Directory was a failure). However, these valid
inferences had only limited support or remained undeveloped. Knowledge of the historical context
was mainly used to expand, confirm or challenge matters of detail with some attempt to support
inferences (e.g. two-thirds of the national debt was written off in 1797 which temporarily stabilised
French finances). Lower-scoring candidates tended to evaluate the source material with some
relevance regarding the specified enquiry and noted some aspects of source provenance to draw
conclusions about reliability or utility. At this level, judgments often lacked support and could be
based on questionable assumptions (e.g. de Staél, author of Source 1, was writing almost twenty
years later and so would have little knowledge of the Directory's policies and actions).
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This Level 5 response possesses several obvious
strengths, namely (1) it interrogates the evidence
of both sources making reasoned inferences (e.g.
the Directory struggled to establish long-term
financial stability and was weakened by
constitutional/political problems), (2) it deploys
knowledge of the historical context to illuminate
and/or discuss the limitations of what can be
gained from the content of the source (e.g. Ramel's
financial reforms, the coup of Fructidor) and (3) it
evaluates the source material taking into account
its weight as part of coming to a judgement (e.g.
the nature and purpose of de Stael's account and
the police report are examined to establish
weight).

\ Examiner Tip

The two main ways to establish the weight of a
source are (1) to use contextual knowledge to
confirm or challenge claims or statements made in
the source and (2) to consider the nature and
purpose of the source (for e.g. the status and
motivation of the author). Simply stating that a
source fails to cover a particular event or
development does NOT establish weight.
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Question 2

On Question 2, stronger responses clearly considered the sources together (e.g. both sources
indicate that the Kornilov affair had a positive impact on the Bolsheviks), although treatment of the
sources may have been uneven. Such responses also analysed the source material in relation to the
enquiry with a sense of interrogation which went beyond selecting key points and made reasoned
inferences (e.g. before the Kornilov affair, Bolshevik support and influence was limited). Knowledge
of the historical context was used to discuss limitations/what can be gained from the content of the
source material (e.g. support for the Bolsheviks was rising before the Kornilov affair, as shown by
the results of the Petrograd City Duma elections) and revealed an awareness of the values and
concerns of the society from which it was drawn (e.g. Lenin’s/Bolshevik justification for the growth
in party support). Furthermore, high-scoring candidates evaluated the source material relevantly in
line with the specified enquiry and considered matters of provenance confidently (e.g. Kerensky as
Prime Minister at the time would be an informed observer regarding the impact the Kornilov affair
had on the Bolsheviks). The weight of the evidence was taken into consideration when coming to a
judgement (e.g. Lenin’s account of the impact of the Kornilov affair is attempting to justify Bolshevik
(i.e. his) policy since July 1917).

Weaker responses began to consider the sources together (e.g. both sources indicate that the
Kornilov affair helped the Bolsheviks). In addition, such responses showed some limited
understanding and analysis of the source material through the selection of key points relevant to
the question and valid inferences (e.g. support for the Bolsheviks was growing before the Kornilov
affair). However, these valid inferences had only limited support or remained undeveloped.
Knowledge of the historical context was mainly used to expand, confirm or challenge matters of
detail with some attempt to support inferences (e.g. Bolshevik fortunes dipped as a result of the
July Days). Lower-scoring candidates tended to evaluate the source material with some relevance
regarding the specified enquiry and noted some aspects of source provenance to draw conclusions
about reliability or utility. At this level, judgements often lacked support and could be based on
questionable assumptions (e.g. Kerensky, author of Source 4, had been Prime Minister at the time
and was therefore able to give an unbiased account).
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ResultsPlus

Examiner Comments

This Level 5 response possesses several obvious
strengths, namely (1) it interrogates the evidence
of both sources making reasoned inferences (e.g.
the Kornilov affair rehabilitated the Bolsheviks
after the July Days and enabled Lenin's party to
take power in October 1917), (2) it deploys
knowledge of the historical context to illuminate
and/or discuss the limitations of what can be
gained from the content of the source (e.g. the
growth of Bolshevik support and power after
August 1917, the Provisional Government lost
support because of the Kornilov affair) and (3) it
evaluates the source material taking into account
its weight as part of coming to a judgement (e.g.
the nature and purpose of both Lenin and
Kerensky's account are examined to establish
weight).

ResultsPlus
Examiner Tip

Simply stating that a source fails to cover a
particular event or development does NOT
establish weight. See Examiner Tip for Question 1
for advice about how to establish the weight of a
source.
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Question 3

On Question 3, stronger responses were targeted on an analysis of the significance of the challenge
posed by the Enlightenment to the ancien régime in France in the years 1774-89. Such responses
explored key issues and developments relevant to the question (e.g. the circulation of, and social
support for, Enlightenment ideas, low literacy rates and government censorship, the opposition of
the Catholic Church) although the treatment of key issues was sometimes uneven (e.g. an extensive
focus on the radicalising impact of Enlightenment ideas on sections of French society). High-scoring
candidates also demonstrated an understanding of the conceptual focus of the question
(significance), deployed sufficient knowledge and established criteria to make a judgement (e.g.
nature and extent of popular support for such ideas, impact of low literacy rates, effectiveness of
official censorship). Such responses were also clearly organised and effectively communicated.

Weaker responses tended to be generalised and, at best, offered a fairly limited analysis of the
significance of the challenge posed by the Enlightenment to the ancien régime in France in the years
1774-89. Low scoring answers also often lacked focus on significance or were essentially a
description of the Enlightenment in the 1770s and 1780s. Where some analysis using relevant
knowledge was evident, it tended to lack range/depth (e.g. limited comments on the popularity of
Enlightenment ideas). Furthermore, such responses were often fairly brief, lacked coherence and
structure, and made unsubstantiated or weakly supported judgements.

GCE History 9HIO 2C
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<N / ResultsPlus
?/\ Examiner Comments

This response secured Level 5 because it (1)
attempts to analyse the significance of the
challenge posed by the Enlightenment to the
ancien regime in France in the years 1774-89 (e.g.
the impact of such ideas on social groups such as
the nobility and the lower orders), (2) considers the
significance of other factors (e.g. financial
problems, the economic crisis of the late 1780s)
and (3) reaches a judgement in the conclusion
related to the criteria developed in the analysis.

 ResultsPlus
\ Examiner Tip

When planning your answer to a support /
challenge question make sure you have a good
balance of key points on either side of the
argument, or be prepared to argue support and
challenge within each key point.




Question 4

On Question 4, stronger responses were targeted on an analysis of how far religious issues were
responsible for the deepening divisions in France in the years 1790-94 and weighed this factor (e.g.
Louis XVI's intervention in religious issues, mass rebellion in the Vendée, dechristianisation) against
others (e.g. the outbreak of war in 1792 and the role of the Terror). These responses included an
analysis of the links between key issues and a focus on the concept (causation) in the question.
Judgements made about the relative importance of religious issues were reasoned and based on
clear criteria (e.g. the nature, extent and degree of polarisation due to religious issues, the actions
of Louis XVI, war and the Terror). Higher scoring answers were also clearly organised and effectively
communicated.

Weaker responses tended to describe key events that took place in France during the years 1790-94
with limited focus on causation and/or the stated factor (religious issues). Where some analysis
using relevant knowledge was evident, it lacked range/depth (e.g. limited comments on the Civil
Constitution of the Clergy and the oath of loyalty (1790)). Furthermore, such responses were often
brief, lacked coherence and structure, and made unsubstantiated or weakly supported judgements.
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ResultsPlus

Examiner Comments

This Level 3 response offers (1) some limited
analysis of the extent to which religious issues
were responsible for the deepening divisions in
France in the years 1790-94 (e.g. selling church
land, dechristianisation) but there is scope to
develop this section further (2) some consideration
of the role played by other factors (e.g. the role of
Robespierre and the Terror, and the impact of war)
(3) criteria for judgement that are mostly implicit
and the conclusion at the end needs further
development.

‘ ResuitsPlus
Examiner Tip

You will be expected to offer detailed knowledge to
support your arguments. Check the specification
so you know what is required.
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Question 5

On Question 5, stronger responses were targeted on an analysis of the extent to which the survival
of the Tsarist system, in the years 1894-1906, owed more to the weaknesses of its opponents than
to government policies. These also included an analysis of relationships between key issues and a
focus on the concept (consequence) in the question. Such responses had a solid grasp of relevant
issues regarding ‘owed more’ (e.g. limited influence of liberal and Marxist opponents, organisational
weaknesses of the Populists and SRs, fundamental divisions between these opposition groups, the
role of the Okhrana, the October Manifesto and Stolypin’s repression beginning in 1906).
Judgements made about the relative importance of opposition weakness/government policy were
reasoned and based on clear criteria (e.g. the nature and extent of opposition to the Tsarist system,
the effectiveness of the Tsar's reforms or military response). Higher scoring answers were also
clearly organised and effectively communicated.

Weaker responses tended to be generalised and, at best, offered a fairly limited analysis of the
extent to which the survival of the Tsarist system, in the years 1894-1906, owed more to the
weaknesses of its opponents than to government policies. Low scoring answers also often lacked
focus on consequence or were essentially a description of the Tsarist system in the years
1894-1906. Where some analysis using relevant knowledge was evident, it tended to lack
range/depth (e.g. limited comments on the impact of the October Manifesto or Stolypin’s
repression). Furthermore, such responses were often brief, lacked coherence and structure, and
made unsubstantiated or weakly supported judgements.
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ResultsPlus

Examiner Comments

This response achieved Level 4 because (1) it
targets the opposition weakness/government
policy debate concerning the survival of the Tsarist
system in the years 1894-1906 with a decent focus
on 'owed more', (2) sufficient own knowledge is
brought in to support the arguments made (e.g.
the creation of the Duma, political passivity of the
peasantry, loyalty of the army) and (3) a reasoned
judgement is reached in the conclusion based on
the criteria developed in the analysis.

4 ResuitsPlus
Examiner Tip

Higher level responses are often based on brief
plans that offer a logical structure for the analysis.
They identify three or four themes and points for
and against the proposition. Take a minute or two
at the beginning to plan before you start writing
your response. That way, you are more likely to
produce a relevant, logical and well-structured
response.
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Question 6

On Question 6, stronger responses targeted the extent to which the Bolshevik government
consolidated communist rule in Russia in the years 1918-21. Such responses included an analysis of
links between key factors and a clear focus on the concept (change/continuity). Higher-scoring
candidates offered a sufficient range of relevant developments or events for discussion (e.g.
Bolshevik consolidation through the Treaty of Brest-Litovsk (1918), closure of the Constituent
Assembly (1918), victory in the Russian Civil War (1918-21), the Red Terror (1918-21); limits to
consolidation revealed by the revolt in Tambov, the Kronstadt rising and the Workers’ Opposition
(all 1921) and economic concessions via the NEP (1921)). Judgements made about the extent of
consolidation were reasoned and based on clear criteria (e.g. territorial extent of control by 1921,
extent of political opposition by 1921). Higher scoring answers were also clearly organised and
effectively communicated.

Weaker responses tended to offer limited knowledge of the extent of Bolshevik consolidation and
often took the form of a patchy narrative of the main events of 1918-21 in Russia or else drifted
into the post-1921 period. Alternatively, lower-scoring candidates provided a limited analysis of
Bolshevik power during these years which offered little development on the focus of the question.
Where some analysis using relevant knowledge was evident, it was not developed very far or only
offered one aspect related to the demands of the question (e.g. limited comments on the
consolidation of communist rule due to the Bolsheviks’ victory in the civil war). Furthermore, such
responses were often brief, lacked coherence and structure, and made unsubstantiated or weakly
supported judgements.

40 GCE History 9HI0 2C



Phe Bl chperlc. gecanment. —prpelrdated aﬂﬁf i Olzbed....
M alrag.. hool. to... consdetdabe. M. communt k...

la FW //— Ol Vs, mzrufm@ . QLMQA
mmémwﬁ?cfaan}xmﬂwe%h,mﬂn
G pmner (vgulng. elenenut. pelity, the .
Belthewd cnainbained Haery. PG an ;Mdr
ﬂtm%nm.f HuJ... wffw_;m'm/ ’ﬁmﬂ the vae oy

F. ngﬂg VI/L(: gdé/}w’k«? cond.cllidateq —AFctrtm....
ceemmmengrk. oade A§ LY T2 b g lame exteat
e gb (e ackvong. o (enia.. Nk, mcffﬂ«é@
é Cladanyg Hac. confmuanf.. -r,i’rz,m,&ﬁ? M. .

l/fn J wm‘z/ Hedd ubrevan: el letcosae M.
Moot  paihy s udloo la. fUereinoes L 9R.
‘W?Yﬁ a et W o Ldshuu s Y S
tnwanded /74)&9 A4 sk cenerb Ae

GCE History 9HIO 2C 41



feartr Ly weaty... .. e lnithoent <y a..
f y M ér/lfgk . Mﬁm WW

wMﬂmkoy m,ﬂmwm memfm
mmm Sdihesi onta by commeg Dy

/ﬁmmmif ciedidde.. nd. M)«ﬁnhﬁ m e
had aoedo. in . /)fﬂ?ifﬁwu

..f/—r. ﬂm . /w/ &;ﬂgmﬂé//oﬁmmﬁ
Lard. LWL ap i Hoe fottee cn. Leace ondid .
Mot [ Nushun ettt in fa brat siotol

Max M% /wm/ 800 gearr cy. {Jamm
a.'u( ﬂu Lrapanal ﬁ%m yHeace, 1lug..
Aated. . feltbealC. ode as. o ,ﬁrwtm‘e/

ﬂmea//fm ok ceguye,. anil allened.

Mﬁ%’)\eufcffb ﬂhm%'&‘ﬂ c:mx%ng

42 GCE History 9HIO0 2C



Hauer, Vs Cecrte. em and.. sresdcd on. enemy .
k. m maﬁ?ﬂﬁy wlne.. ceremted. e M?W&U/
Aakes. bragik abood by Ve G reaky o bk Linik

Ammé/oéah P Mxm ya
b sz ﬁﬂ-enhwd‘; e G /chf
il T H A : 7‘» r—e,nwre .
WG AGUT.. ma.er/m/ e o(.c s, /iz/gx(_r ,

@ L. JCL LA Lo L
dae pH Hu puch. q‘ur JeeCCes |
/ ﬂd LTher 0k Umw[/ijZn m(x)pemh:g%.

...G m{fz %M /c/éf;w« kr. ( en fpé/ Aated comenusnit.
rde hs a ﬁﬂxg‘e Lt k.. Flrcudia fh
wb/zrym e T . 457....{/@;?1%;)7*@;%?7
s sy sk caddl e Guucclily and Sfpechrels,

GCE History 9HIO 2C 43



ﬂﬁtmﬂw}m{om /zam f?M/n /Zu atahm

........................................................................

Y Aelshensts o Wcm@ ke fheiv
Lommean .ol The (beta. . (. el /caééla‘....._..
il Jeciek. f?p&u fore cpesabng. alude Fe......
Lo, .allaung. e srecult. P UPT T OAV] AL,
rathea biad... /44:} PO AL LT rathlbhal [ conm ...
i MWM ol gma. (et o s .. Ther. ..
........... %W{d Lo comicdodate.. /p(//m,?f

Cmé.eﬂrhﬂ /Zxﬁw.w(;rf al. (vl andl. el
. Mﬁf&hw r 4/ 1 f Lk,

/ ?/3 ch

Vi Prkz éﬂfﬂ%y m }’ﬁ L a2 UL CTR .
n:;?w W cottr fheatinng. [ éww

Mchoslc poner Afuf Llled 10,000 foerte
P LIS N WW@ comnhelleed Addclon®
Mw{mple»éy M&QMMMM

mmr Lo mmﬁf' m& A A ( ﬂ/mi/ﬂ.n%,

Yt . 0] P

44 GCE History 9HIO0 2C



w}thinﬁﬂm&f?w ...... e

Med ¥ ucctpdly. contdecdlate ey panes (1

Jbﬁmﬁgcmmtﬂadezg%xmthf}
ot to Lean allempbigh pleare ot vhhe.
Jradared. o canglete  hanfed B o liitaldpb. .
cenonsy. drdl thaore...aiao.opyaec v, Thidbead bo. ...
b dezpon. aneluchael. procluchn. ., ot a (aCk

Mypetten. s 1o cktennre (Lt

wha poe Belshecite nypcacdly rgaerented, . ..
F She. (hesonlh f}%m/apmb,.cwzw

GCE History 9HIO 2C 45



(}mm ,,,,,,, g b nh mﬁ‘fj éte[/:ajzwjamn[r
mﬁmd h?/n,j zach ar he. Aombw dewd £,

mrzﬁ’» méaz[@ dﬁm,,rfmﬂq% cm,kmm /?u
QCMJMI Jddoesrs , abho matbrnced o Wmhm
W MA:@/!’ f&?rﬂuﬂrrnmm{ qu ﬁmz n:ﬂmmf
. )}Laj AAA/ )am@w[g Q?LM ada. a( 6’;;%% « . .
;uffmca (-énda called 1> '
LI TR maéu[ h Jare. /74.4 e sonl, ANd....
Yo he e slelorered Povin Bre foo
MWew Ecoraonar. ﬁ;{/bj mz/a ﬂ@aerx&d fmaxéé ............

Detnes bl wnd Ly i gouin requctihemng...
Aheccprt, M bedrheuky deyrably dicka b

M/w/ (mf'h L. WJZMMAM e kﬂw

Mmjcwwmfed P /Wfiﬁ&/ﬁéﬂﬁ-

46 GCE History 9HIO0 2C



...... 4of.¢mdﬂﬁt{ e Bl rbents. did conrchiade.. ..
Lommpandl. pmde o o arme. . M}e;& _______ (..Z.jﬁ _________ 2___( _________________

ﬁ ResultsPlus
Examiner Comments

This response secured Level 5 because it (1)
attempts to analyse the extent to which the
Bolshevik government consolidated communist
rule in Russia in the years 1918-21 with a clear
focus on change/continuity (e.g. closure of
Constituent Assembly, Decrees on Land and Peace,
use of Red Terror, impact of War Communism and
the introduction of the NEP) and (2) reaches a
judgement in the conclusion related to the criteria
developed in the analysis.

ResultsPlus
Examiner Tip

If you use the key phrases from the question
throughout your essay, this will help you to write a
relevant analytical response.
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Paper Summary

Based on their performance on this paper, candidates are offered the following advice:
Section A

¢ Candidates should aim to develop valid inferences supported by the arguments raised in the
sources, not merely paraphrase the content of the sources.

* Inferences can be supported by reference to contextual knowledge surrounding the issues raised
by the sources.

¢ Candidates should move beyond stereotypical approaches to the nature/purpose and authorship
of the source by, for e.g., looking at and explaining the specific stance and/or purpose of the
writer.

* Candidates should use the sources together at some point in the answer.

Section B

* Spending a few minutes planning helps to ensure the second order concept is correctly
identified.

* Candidates must provide more precise contextual knowledge as evidence. Weaker responses
lacked depth and sometimes range here.

* Candidates should avoid a narrative/descriptive approach; this undermines the analysis that is
required for the higher levels.

¢ Candidates need to be aware of key dates as identified in the specification so that they can
address the questions with chronological precision.

¢ Candidates should try to explore the links between issues in order to make the structure of the
response flow more logically and to facilitate an integrated analysis.
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Grade Boundaries

Grade boundaries for this, and all other papers, can be found on the website on this link:

http://www.edexcel.com/iwantto/Pages/grade-boundaries.aspx
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