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Introduction
It was pleasing to see candidates able to engage effectively across the ability range with this GCE A

Level paper 2F which deals with Anglo-Saxon England and the Anglo-Norman Kingdom, c1053-1106

(2A.1), and England and the Angevin Empire in the reign of Henry II, 1154-1189 (2A.2).

The paper is divided into two sections. Section A contains a compulsory question which is based on

two linked sources. It assesses source analysis and evaluation skills (AO2). Section B comprises a

choice of essays that assess understanding

of the period in depth (AO1) by targeting five second order concepts - cause, consequence, change

and continuity, similarity and difference, and significance. Candidates appeared to organise their

time effectively and there was little evidence of candidates being unable to attempt both answers

within the time allocated. Examiners continue to note this year that a number of scripts posed

some problems with the legibility of hand writing. Examiners can only give credit for what they can

read.

In Section A, the strongest answers were able to develop reasoned and supported inferences based

on the sources and to evaluate the sources thoroughly in relation to the demands of the enquiry on

the basis of both the contextual knowledge displayed and an awareness of the nature, origin and

purpose of the source. It is important, as was stated last summer, that candidates should be clear

that weight is not likely to be established by a discussion of what is missing from a source. If the

author of the source has omitted something intentionally in order to modify meaning or distort the

message of the source, then it will be relevant to discuss that omission in reaching a conclusion

regarding the use that a historian might make of the sources. However, comments on all the things

that the sources might have contained, but failed to do so is unlikely to contribute to establishing

weight. This approach was still evident this summer, although less so than last summer. The

question requires candidates to use the sources ‘together’ and it was pleasing to see that the

majority of candidates continue to be aware of this requirement. It can be achieved using a variety

of different approaches.

In section B it was clear that most candidates had a secure knowledge base, but this was not always

effectively used to address the specific focus of the questions posed. Stronger answers clearly

understood the importance of identifying the appropriate second order concept that was being

targeted by the question, although weaker candidates continued to often engage in a main

factor/other factors approach, even where this did not necessarily address the demands of the

conceptual focus. Last summer candidates were advised to ensure that there was both an

argument and a counter argument in their responses; it is pleasing to note that there was less

evidence this summer of a lack of counter arguments. Candidates need to be aware of the

chronological parameters of questions and to ensure that they write across the chronology, not

merely using the start and end dates as bookends with little consideration of the events between.

Not all candidates have a secure understanding of what is meant by 'criteria' in terms of bullet

point 3 of the mark scheme. Some candidates explicitly state in the introduction to the essay that

they are naming the criteria that they plan to use, when in actual fact they are referring to the

issues or the factors that will be discussed in the response. 'Criteria' in bullet point 3 of the mark

scheme refers to the basis on which candidates reach their judgement, not the issues that are

discussed in the process of reaching that judgement.

The candidates' performance on individual questions is considered in the next section.
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Question 1 

A full range of responses was seen for this question with preponderance of candidates in level 3

and low level four although there were some extremely good answers which fully utilised the

sources establishing valid criteria to reach a judgement based on weighing the evidence.There were

some extremely poor answers that had very little idea of the rebellion against Tostig in 1065 and

several confused it with the attempted invasion by Tostig and Hardrada in 1066.The evaluation of

the sources was too often restricted to a simplistic consideration of nature origin and purpose but

there seemed to be less reliance on simply saying it was a contemporary source than in the

previous year. A number of candidates still reiterated the fact that because the Anglo Saxon (AS)

Chronicle was written by monks it must therefore be truthful but quite a number made effective

use of the location of this version of the AS chronicle to develop their evaluation.Most candidates

were able to draw simple conclusions from the provenance of source 2 but far fewer understood

the author’s comments on the accusation of Tostig that Harold was an instigator of the

rebellion.The most effective answers use contextual knowledge to interrogate the source material

and the inferences that can be drawn from it.Too many candidates limit their achievement by

adding knowledge to expand on the source material which limits reward in BP2 to level 2.
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This is a secure level 4 response.It draws out and

develops a number of inferences that are carefully

reasoned and interrogated using contextual

knowledge.It has an appreciation of the values and

concerns of the society from which the sources

have been drawn and does try to weigh the

sources as part of the evaluation but this is not

sufficiently developed for level 5.

Remember to use the sources to explore the

claims being made by the writer and to consider

how valid they are.
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Question 2 

In general this question was well answered with some useful source analysis and focused

evaluation.Many candidates were able to make reasoned inferences and the general level of

contextual knowledge was good.The main difficulty was that some candidates used their own

knowledge to answer the question with limited reference to the sources.Candidates do need to

remember that contextual knowledge should be used to interrogate the sources and the inferences

that can be drawn from them; there is limited reward for free standing knowledge.Some effective

answers developed reasoned inferences from Source 3 about the obstacle that the Constitutions of

Clarendon posed to achieving a compromise and the impact of Becket’s excommunication of

Henry’s men in Source 4 in escalating the quarrel to its final conclusion.These inferences were

explored with well-selected knowledge which was used to discuss the value and limitations of the

source material and used as an element of the evaluation.
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This is a level 5 response.It has a range of

reasoned inferences and contextual knowledge is

deployed effectively to explore the attitudes of

Becket and Henry and to demonstrate a secure

understanding of the issues.The evaluation of the

Source 4 is very strong.

Remember that you are evaluating the source

material, not the writer of the source. A source can

be of great value for the opinions that it holds even

if they are highly subjective.
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Question 3 

This was the most popular question answered on the paper. It was generally well answered, with

most candidates demonstrating useful knowledge of both Harold’s mistakes and Williams’

skills.Although there were some narratives of the battle most candidates retained focus on the

question.Lower achieving answers had limited knowledge of William’s preparations and spent time

criticising the Anglo Saxon fighting style rather than analysing Harold’s mistakes.William was

frequently praised for being on horseback and Harold criticised for not being so without much

explanation and suggesting a limited understanding of the nature of the Anglo-Saxon army.There

were also a significant number of answers which explored alternative factors such as the battles

against the Vikings and luck.These factors needed to be closely linked to the issue of William’s skills

or Harold’s mistakes to develop a really focused answer.There were however a significant number

of very good answers which examined how far Harold’s mistakes facilitated William’s skills and

tactics using a wide range of knowledge of appropriate depth.Candidates seemed to enjoy

answering the question and this question received some relatively lengthy and well-structured

responses.
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This is a level 5 response. It effectively explores

Harold’s mistakes versus William’s skills. The

criteria for judgement are established throughout

the answer and lead to a supported final

conclusion.
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This is a causation question.Remember that you

need to explore the relative importance of reasons

in order to reach a judgement.
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Question 4 

This question was much less popular.There were a significant number of very good answers which

considered all aspects of Norman rule affecting villages including forest laws, land tenure and the

abolition of slavery while also considering the seasonal imperative of agriculture which remained

the same thus demonstrating level 5 in at least bullet points 1 and 2.There were also some much

weaker answers which did not address the question by focusing on towns instead of villages (the

demolition of 114 houses in Lincoln, one of England’s major cities, to make way for the castle, was

frequently citied) and some candidates simply commented on the impact of the Normans on

England in general without the focus on both villages and the Anglo-Saxon population as stipulated

in the question.
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This is a level 5 response.It considers aspects of life

that continued with little or no change to village life

as well as aspects that had a significant impact.The

range of factors explored include the system of

taxation, the feudal system, the growing power of

the sheriff,forest laws and the impact of harrying

in the north.Clear criteria for judgement are

established and used to reach the conclusion.

This question focuses on consequence.To address

it, you need to look at impact.
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Question 5 

The question was well answered although a number of candidates considered only Henry’s success

without considering the limitations on his success.Some candidates marred their answers by

writing mainly about the 1173 rebellion and its aftermath and were thus outside the timeframe of

the question.A number of candidates also ignored the restriction in the question to “the Angevin

lands in France” and wrote extensively about Henry’s legal and financial reforms in England or the

wars with Scotland and Ireland.There were however good answers deploying a wide range of

knowledge and maintaining a sustained analysis of the question.This question in particular was

notable for the examples of very good answers which clearly established criteria by which the

concept of “complete control” could be examined. Thus, this question was notable for a high

proportion of level 5 marks on bullet point 3.
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Question 6 

This question was generally well answered although many candidates spent too long comparing

the causes of the rebellions and insufficient time considering results.For most candidates,

knowledge of the 1173 rebellion in terms of both cause and effect was significantly better than the

knowledge of Duke Richard’s rebellion.Many candidates were confused over why Duke Richard

rebelled and limited their knowledge of the result to noting that Henry died shortly after.Some

candidates simply explained both rebellions without really comparing them.Better answers were

able to consider the involvement of the French kings and the dynastic ambitions of Henry’s sons to

formulate a thoughtful comparison.
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This is a level 5 response.It has a secure focus on

similarity and difference and is supported by

sufficient knowledge.It establishes valid criteria for

judgement.Its conclusion arises from judgements

made throughout the answer.

In similarity and difference questions, a brief plan

helps you to focus on the second order concept.
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Paper Summary
Based on their performance on this paper, candidates are offered the following advice:

Section A

Candidates should go beyond paraphrasing the content of the sources to draw out reasoned and

developed inferences.

Candidates should move beyond stereotypical approaches to the nature/purpose and authorship

of the source by, e.g. looking at and explaining the specific stance and/or purpose of the writer.

Contextual knowledge should not be used to list all the information that is missing from the

sources, unless omission was the aim of the author.

Contextual knowledge should be linked to the material provided in the source.

Candidates should make use of the sources together at some point in the answer.

Section B

Spending a few minutes planning helps to ensure the second order concept is correctly

identified; candidates need to be aware that not all questions demand a factor/other factors

approach.

Candidates must provide more precise contextual knowledge as evidence. Weaker responses

lacked depth and sometimes range.

Candidates should avoid a narrative/descriptive approach; this undermines the analysis that is

required for the higher levels.

Candidates need to be aware of key dates as identified in the specification so that they can

address the questions with chronological precision.

Candidates should try to explore the links between issues rather than merely present a list of

factors.
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Grade Boundaries
Grade boundaries for this, and all other papers, can be found on the website on this link:

http://www.edexcel.com/iwantto/Pages/grade-boundaries.aspx
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