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Introduction

It was pleasing to see candidates able to engage effectively across the ability range in this, the
second year of the GCE A-Level paper 1A which deals with the crusades c1095-1204.

The paper is divided into three sections. Section A comprises a choice of essays that assess
understanding of the period in depth (AO1) by targeting any of the second order concepts of cause,
consequence, change and continuity, similarity/difference and significance with a time frame of not
less than ten years. Section B offers a further choice of essays using an extended time frame of not
less than one third of that offered by the specification as a whole. Section C contains a compulsory
question which is based on two given extracts. It assesses analysis and evaluation of historical
interpretations in context (AO3). Candidates in the main appeared to organise their time effectively,
although there were some cases of candidates not completing one of the three responses within
the time allocated. Examiners did note a number of scripts that posed some problems with the
legibility of hand writing. Examiners can only give credit for what they can read.

Of the three sections of Paper 1, candidates are generally more familiar with the essay sections,
and in sections A and B most candidates were well prepared to write, or to attempt, an analytical
response. Stronger answers clearly understood the importance of identifying the appropriate
second order concept that was being targeted by the question. A minority of candidates, often
otherwise knowledgeable, wanted to focus on causes and engage in a main factor/other factors
approach, even where this did not necessarily address the demands of the conceptual focus.
Candidates in the main were able to apply their knowledge and understanding in a manner suited
to the different demands of questions in these two sections in terms of the greater depth of
knowledge required where section A questions targeted a shorter period, as compared to the more
careful selection generally required for the section B questions covering a broader timespan.

Candidates do need to formulate their planning so that there is an argument and a counter
argument within their answer; some candidates lacked sufficient treatment of these. The generic
mark scheme clearly indicates the four bullet-pointed strands which are the focus for awarding
marks and centres should note how these strands progress through the levels. Candidates do need
to be aware of key dates, as identified in the specification, and ensure that they draw their evidence
in responses from the appropriate time period.

In Section C, the strongest answers demonstrated a clear focus on the need to discuss different
arguments given within the two extracts, clearly recognising these as historical interpretations.
Such responses tended to offer comparative analysis of the merits of the different views, exploring
the validity of the arguments offered by the two historians in the light of the evidence offered by
both the extracts, and candidates’ own contextual knowledge. Such responses tended to avoid
attempts to examine the extracts in a manner more suited to AO2, assertions of the inferiority of
an extract on the basis of it offering less factual evidence, or a drift away from the specific demands
of the question to the wider taught topic.
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Question 1

Question 1 asked candidates to consider how accurate it is to say that the rule of Baldwin | was
significantly different from that of Baldwin Il in the years 1100-31. This was the less popular
question in section A. Having said that this question was generally answered very well as
candidates seemed to find the conceptual focus of the question straightforward. The best answers
were able to show a range of ways in which the kingships of Baldwin | and Baldwin Il were both
similar and different whilst developing a judgement throughout as to whether they could be seen
as erring towards one or the other. It was pleasing to see candidates showing a good
understanding of the requirements of kingship in this period of conquest and consolidation of the
crusader states. At the bottom end candidates tended to focus on single points of similarity or
difference or offered a narrative of the period.
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ResultsPlus

Examiner Comments

This response is from the mid-level 4 range of
answers. Some key issues are addressed and there
is a reasonable attempt to focus on the second
order concept in the question of
similarity/difference. The candidate has sufficient
knowledge to warrant a level 4 award although
there is more evidence offered on Baldwin
l.However, the reasoning is insecure and does not
fully meet the level 4 descriptor. For example, the
candidate offers good evidence about the
consolidation and conquest of territory by Baldwin
| but compares this to Baldwin II's problem in
finding a male heir. This is not a valid comparison.
This response was awarded level 4, 14 marks.

4 ResultsPlus
Examiner Tip

When engaging with a similarity/difference
guestion candidates should ensure that they select
evidence which offers a secure comparison. It does
not matter if there are more points of either
similarity or difference than the other. This is part
of working towards a judgement. However, always
select the main points of comparison first.
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ResultsPlus

Examiner Comments

This example is from a secure level 5 response.
The candidate has good knowledge and provides
telling detail. There is an analysis of evidence
which is explored and discussed. This reasoning
provides the criteria by which the response moves
to a judgement. The above qualities secure the
judgement as substantiated and sustained. This
response was awarded level 5, 20 marks.

GCE History 9HIO 1A

1



Question 2

Question 2 asked candidates to consider whether the main consequence of the failure of the
Second Crusade was limited European support for the crusader states in the years 1149-92. At the
top end successful candidates showed good knowledge about appeals for help from the crusader
states being largely ignored in Europe and the reasons for this. Argument that declining support for
the crusader states was not entirely to do with the failure of the Second Crusade were often
sophisticated. Less successful candidates struggled with the stated factor of limited European
support and argued simply that the main consequences of the failure of the Second Crusade were
increased Muslim strength and dynastic disputes between the Christian leadership. At the bottom
end a sizeable minority of candidates saw the question as why the Second Crusade failed and
offered no material at all on the time frame in the question. This was very disappointing and
candidates should be reminded to read the question carefully before starting to answer.

ONOFE.
He most S nj‘f
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4

12 GCE History 9HIO 1A






(Section A continued) .. @M%MS@M%&&&
mabﬂl%zamarpmtectm; oy b

why Some Eurdpeans Luk

o ;ue/z@’f;rbu iy o Chuuch) roglected

that Grgpeans. drd not serd |

14  GCE History 9HI0 1A



arged—r  ouldl ourie B seHing
191, Rechosch with 2S ships. CootThs




(Section A continued) . HGCOLlﬂﬂ (AJI'U'E}/[ wes.. Key U

Orusada®’ atfack  on. Domascos on 26
Oy 1IGd broke te Huce tmt el been

mf; q)ck)ur od-Din seom _moe. ﬁrrﬁdd

16  GCE History 9HI0 1A



Section A contin u-d) hreh dICLU othes b l’HB lhad.dlﬂ-
(h:? e Second ool Crusaderh fear gﬁ him..
e rersad. Nuushm.. Mmorade_due to Chutttan

M ard, Lo jéll:’ %\gﬁodwgﬁilblb

S

fmdeed primaodily 'cau.sra o lock p




18 GCE History 9HIO 1A

Hxi Secord

ResultsPlus

Examiner Comments

This is an example from one of the more
successful responses. The issue of limited
European support is dealt with well and there is a
balanced discussion of the evidence. This is
weighed against one other consequence of the
failure of the Second Crusade - the growth of
Muslim power. The response is secure on each of
the level 4 descriptors and as such it was awarded
16 marks.

ResultsPlus
Examiner Tip

The stated factor given in the question should be
the centrepiece of the essay as it is in this
response. However, in order to fully weigh the
importance of the stated factor it must be
compared to a range (more than one) of other
factors. Then the judgement arrived at will be
more justified and considered.
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ResultsPlus

Examiner Comments

This response fulfils all the descriptors at level 5.
Important issues related to the question are
explored and evaluated with good knowledge and
a clear focus on the second order concept of
consequences. The relative significance of the
consequences are discussed in a reasoned manner
leading to secure judgement. The answer is also
organised around the focus of the question and
offers a convincing argument. This response was
awarded level 5, 20 marks.
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Question 3

Question 3 asked candidates to consider whether the religious enthusiasm of Nur ad-Din and
Saladin was the most important reason for increased Muslim unity in the years 1146-92. Although
this was the less popular question in section B it nevertheless produced some very good answers.
At the top end there was some excellent evidence and argument about the use of jihad to unite the
Muslim cause, weighed against other factors such as the military strength of Nur and Saladin. The
best answers developed the factor in the question with precise evidence and also differentiated the
work of Nur from Saladin. Some good answers were able to show how it was Nur ad-Din who
essentially constructed the ideological coalition which Saladin endorsed and benefited from. Less
successful candidates tended to offer a narrative of the rise of Muslim power and sometimes
explained it by comparison to the dynastic discord among Christian rulers.
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This response is from one of the less successful
candidates. In dealing with the use of religion by
Nur and Saladin the candidate offers some useful
material on Nur but dismisses the role of Saladin.
The candidate is therefore only partially successful.
This also affects the judgement concerning two
other attributes of the Muslim leaders - their
military prowess and their use of diplomacy. The
response is quite well organised and there is a
valid judgment based on what is offered. This
response was awarded level 4, 13 marks.

sult

\ Examiner Tip

Always plan to make sure there is sufficient range
and depth in your answer. This candidate has
better knowledge of the religious enthusiasm of
Nur than of Saladin but this can be overcome to
some degree by offering argument. For example it
could be argued that the death of Nur meant that
Saladin had to use a range of tactics to assert his
role as rightful leader. This would allow the
candidate to shift the emphasis onto Saladin's
military qualities. Evidence and argument should
work together, but you can use more of one to
compensate for the lack of the other sometimes.
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ResultsPlus

Examiner Comments

This is an example from one of the more
successful candidates. There is good analysis on
the issue of the religious enthusiasm of the two
Muslim leaders. The point is well made that Nur
laid the foundations for Saladin to use later on.
The treatment of the stated factor in the question
is very convincing. Other factors that led to the
unification of Muslims is well presented, although
the evaluation and judgement is a little less
convincing. This response was awarded level 5, 18
marks.
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Question 4

Question 4 asked candidates to consider whether the motives for crusading changed in the years
1095-1192. This was the most popular of the Section B questions and many candidates were able
to access the top levels of the mark scheme. The question allowed candidates to discuss the
motivations for those calling crusades as well as the motives of the crusaders themselves and both
were credited. The best answers were able to show, with precise examples from all 3 crusades, how
some motivations - such as the lure of Jerusalem - largely remained the same, but also how others,
such as the development of chivalric values, played an increasingly more prominent role as the
period progressed. Candidates were able to point out - with varying degrees of success - the
theological evolution of the crusade 'indulgence'. Less successful candidates dealt with one side of
the second order concept of change and continuity or gave a descriptive chronology of the three
crusades and offered a judgement in the conclusion.
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ResultsPlus

Examiner Comments

This is an example of a response which earns level
4 but with some qualification. Key issues relevant
to the question are analysed, but the supporting
evidence is less than we would expect at level 4.
The response is organised to answer the question
and there is some focus on change and continuity
- all meeting the level 4 descriptor. The candidate
remembers to put in something about chivalric
values in the conclusion, but this needed to be
considered earlier. This response was awarded
level 4, 14 marks.

ResultsPlus
Examiner Tip

This response tells us about the importance of
planning. Planning means we check what should
be in the answer before we start to write. Then we
do not have to put necessary information in the
conclusion.




-

The. motvobion . behind . goimg  on . Crusade. varced. .
From. . prosea-to- pecson. . and Some.  teesend  choaged.
bex_belcen .. thao.... m&kua ok e Aot onusads.... and... e
amel . of. the . Huicd... Chaivedrle  voltdes  docthoped, . thect....

WOE D M0t e COfhace ORI WaSacle staded

hw ..... ,d:ciwm ........ Y‘Mwogc,md Thast.

Yolidtd, s, tadnblished. .. dn... posct... by the cie of the
.M@N orders . sush.. . 0A . Hag.. Kknagivto. . Templaa. a.wl-ﬁﬁw

%M&nmm ......... the 120s . whe  hed . M-_lﬁ:.,mm- ...... valied. . that
Mt em-saet ............. L& ..... people. . Wke  Bornacd. of  Clarveais,
Wher @ote.  a. . dbcament “Ia_pcouse. af-'ﬁm ...... MW

anwl,. ....... amL whe- mw the  udea A-E...._E?:. ....... on

GCE History 9HIO 1A 37



(Section B continued) | 046, . Jovcld  Ke  Boemond. .. o Tovuade- . ound

Rﬂgmnml. b Tewloude .. sovght... tar . land... thiy. cowtd.
............... ai....goode.. encouragel by Ocbans. . descegbion. of..
B .. oukeimrnc MM ‘uwia:a( ot vk amok . hov. b
take... oo Prope. (ke ﬂn‘jmmnd- orem. L. the ... Leadardhgp
of... the..... sousads...... JE-H fh-nan@ G . Acbadn....... et b ..
Conguea.. Xodhee .. ﬂu.ct B Y7V S S Mo the

amek . Concad\... oF  the .. Hob ......... Rowam...... Eapies,...
TP - S YO ik nat . veed  fe

Mmolvated. %%M .......... plg.nma ............ et both of Whach

.m&ul thae. ﬁ_.... ndudgence.... Ao oNOUA ... W%m ............... :
ontuitd b ke a deaw as the  fall of  ZLolesso. .ansh.
. Jmm et blamed  dan  Cheasban. S0 n.!!’w:k.ankg .......

38 GCE History 9HIO 1A



(Section B continued) _Anothud”  veanon  4n ccurede . thodk

mfm{:ul lmﬁld:b /e& ﬁiu. pnhhm& s&si::m remaned e
SOMAL ... ﬂmu@w Ao s peried,. ... WAL \addaC. ..
Jova . thaar.. I.omb. HM, Savit O hbe o the....

m%mm%mﬁmxpm e
One #ined %n&&hﬁa&%ammﬂm

mMJEMmMaMM%MEﬂ?y
Mh%mhﬁk ......... cabea. oF  dhnshand. Fonadly N
wodk  the  lesd. ol Jerusali..... @m&%of-m

................

GCE History 9HIO 1A 39
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ResultsPlus

Examiner Comments

This is an example of a response which gets
awarded level 5 through clear focus on the
qguestion. The candidate clearly has very good
knowledge and is able to select key points where
similarity and difference can be judged. The
evidence and argument tends to illustrate
similarity and difference well, but falls short on the
discussion expected at level 5. The candidate has
not taken enough opportunities to discuss the
evidence. This means evaluations are given and
supported by evidence but not arrived at through
a process of argument. This response was
awarded level 5, 18 marks.
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Question 5

Question 5 asked candidates to use the extracts and their own knowledge to consider whether the
Fourth Crusade was diverted to Constantinople due to the limited abilities of the crusader leaders.
At the top end candidates focussed on the historical interpretations in the extracts and took them
to task effectively. The best answers challenged the premise of the question by showing how the
‘leadership’ only came to exist by default and were secondary players to the more powerful
religious and economic participants - Pope Innocent and the Venetians. Candidates who looked to
simply corroborate the interpretations with evidence from their own knowledge were less
successful. While Section C questions do require technique it is not enough on its own to access the
higher levels of the mark scheme. At the bottom end candidates ignored the interpretations or
merely used them as sources of information, but these were fewer in number than last year.

5 Inthe light of differing interpretations, how convincing do you find the view that
the Fourth Crusade was diverted to Constantinople due to the limited abilities of the

crusader leaders?; — Yes pok take \ock bo Voulce

To explain your answer, analyse and evaluate the material in both extracts, using your
own knowledge of the issues.

[ 7411

Jugld Sugenls. tiak., yes o (vusode. L90dss. qore. of fissited. aJmhM

Haay WS Wgek . gocs. mm;m%a; and ware” vuluarek

Nomaourh B Wen Ty uaae. ‘oMised o dixoad- 12 (s tou
‘ fuie worw couild b dinpuied ag wae Twu- 8. UKL 3Aus
umtrert ok o Vershous. speciyccally. fea\asted U Biversiom. Sumy,........
wae wak einuply, oalined ', oquakly s uld . Finvolidade g

GCE History 9HIO 1A

41



|||||||||||||||||||||||||||||

Bodln oz m...m..a.d:..ﬂ.ausl— WM to. Yt Lisibed akilihy. op Mo Qoadors,

foagald pocuses am huas 08 0. oy packer a8 R iy W aud0de ok ...
divanied whalst RordQurt suamhous duig.. ok it 5. b wia. adesle .

Mo piudd ol Hoe. duvaasion. v Heak oy Yo Leaders...
Hada, strcha.. ieusiahes. g o comsplobeley suisjuclge. baiw. masig A
his. &m oxestplipy,. iz fos alibiiier ap Hus. Cluresbiama,. ndokefed fo........

W hﬂ%ﬂe Y uamu.d&u QAL AJOHk BE. Y8 sovenal.
Wonded morks. 0. dodo s wore. it M (Bahogh,. Soxdort oo io..

W&vammmwwwm*ﬁmumummm
s Bameudat. docoining. a8 K Noarhoms. vors. sdamounk. sbouk. atockeine.

B Vst Rartloht geoms do cambodech tus by decauing Hat .

N llingineds. 4 divend Hae Crusdde (e (amaiaun hingpls vas madkt
alh_to eowy: SWe. suqmesls oy vere ol i Mee. decescom., wlaslst alte
Makeua, .. SMalk rference. do. fsa.. Qoadens. icapa/diliby . in ek 7 ...
‘ned Quk tae ugadlens v it Tiug fohdek st feoass do olasipude
sl uheo Mghes Has. 6.

FOEp... hngeld geariide hmww SUggehls thak tha Mw uLrt  cib..

42 GCE History 9HIO 1A



MmmMRWMi\gmmMMqu

.mmMmM st mg,m% u,u,d, fo. be. cornsedaned whem..

.mxﬂwm mm A5, GANAA.. mmm kg Also sadheet (k.
MMWMMMrwhmmiam

0. sOMusedm. . uhalek. Bortleb axquus tuak Hae Youekiauma. ueng. MM
10 Mlades. pov Man ANhscom o (amatamhicils . tugeld ko drgues tead
.m...@uihd odoiliher o Wae. toadoys. 8 10 WIBAg B8, s MO

WA, B\ oht, i HWAR oxhdck, gauuses mase s e NRMEMOMS...........
Wh&a« At e Leadess.. 9. Cqypd. Ran due ronsons whug........
Mmmwbmmnmﬁmmmmmpmm

GCE History 9HIO 1A 43



44 GCE History 9HIO 1A

N

N,
<N / ResultsPlus
?/\ Examiner Comments

This is an example of a level 3 answer. The
candidate does understand that the extracts offer
different views and there is the selection of some
key points to exemplify this. However, the
treatment of extract 1 is clearly much better than
extract 2 and this causes the inevitable difficulty of
giving a useful comparison of the interpretations.
There is some attempt to develop the extracts with
own knowledge but this is not extensive and there
is some error. This response was awarded level 3,
12 marks.




5 In the light of differing interpretations, how convincing do you find the view that

the Fourth Crusade was diverted to Caonstantinople due to the limited abilities of the

crusader leaders?

To explain your answer, analyse and evaluate the material in both extracts, using your
own knowledge of the issues.

(20}
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ResultsPlus

Examiner Comments

This is an example of a response with mostly level
4 qualities. The candidate has clearly understood
the extracts and uses them to answer the
qguestion. The knowledge deployed is well
integrated with the points from the extracts too.
This has led to a clear argument and a judgement.
However, the candidate has not counter posed the
different historical interpretations and has instead
looked at the points of common ground. This is
quite acceptable but there should be some
inherent criticism to weigh up the values of the
historical interpretations. This response was
awarded level 4, 15 marks.




5 In the light of differing interpretations, how convincing do you find the view that

the Fourth Crusade was diverted to Constantinople due to the limited abilities of the
crusader leaders?

To explain your answer, analyse and evaluate the material in both extracts, using your
own knowledge of the issues.

(20)
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This is an example from one of the more
successful candidates. The candidate interprets the
extracts with confidence and discrimination and
analyses and develops their interpretations. Own
knowledge is integrated with the extracts to make
convincing points. The one weakness of this
response is that the candidate does not really
compare the interpretations in a critical way. The
conclusion is weak in that the interpretations are
not the focus of the judgement made. If the
conclusion and summary points had been more
evaluative this response would get full marks. The
response was awarded level 5, 17 marks.

&1A\ ResultsPhus
\ Examiner Tip

Historians love argument. Historians can agree on
the evidence and acknowledge common historical
facts, but interpreting the evidence involves
argument. Historical argument is therefore what
historians do. It requires good knowledge of the
subject so the argument is anchored on evidence,
but then the fun begins. The candidates that do
well on Section C questions enjoy the discussion.
Imagine that you are in a discussion with the
authors of the extracts. Bounce their arguments
off each other and help them out with your own
knowledge and criticism. Then you offer a
judgement on the debate over all. Learning
technique and the appropriate language is
important, but make it blossom with a good
discussion. Don't forget - examiners are historians
too - and we love a good controversy.
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Paper Summary

Based on their performance on this paper, candidates are offered the following advice.
Section A/B responses

Features commonly found in responses which were successful within the higher levels:
¢ Candidates paying close attention to the date ranges in the question

* Sufficient consideration given to the issue in the question (e.g. main factor), as well as some other
factors

* Judgements explained fully - this need not be in an artificial or abstract way, but should
demonstrate reasoning in relation to the concepts and topic they are writing about in order to
justify their judgements

* Focus carefully on the second order concept targeted in the question

* Give consideration to timing, to enable themselves to complete all three question with
approximately the same time given over to each one

* An appropriate level, in terms of depth of detail and analysis, as required by the question - e.g. a
realistic amount to enable a balanced and rounded answer on breadth questions

Common issues which hindered performance:

¢ Candidates paying little heed to the precise demands of the question, e .g. write about the topic
without focusing on the question, or attempt to give an answer to a question that hasn't been
asked - most frequently, this meant treating questions which targeted other second-order
concepts as causation questions

* Answering a question without giving sufficient consideration to the given issue in the question
(e.g. looking at other causes/consequences with only limited reference to that given in the

question)

* Answers which only gave a partial response, e.g. a very limited span of the date range, or covered
the stated cause/consequence, with no real consideration of other issues

¢ Assertion of change, causation, sometimes with formulaic repetition of the words of the
question, with limited explanation or analysis of how exactly this was a change, cause, of the
issue within the question.

* Judgement is not reached, or not explained

¢ A lack of detail
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Section C responses

Features commonly found in responses which were successful within the higher levels:

Candidates paying close attention to the precise demands of the question, as opposed to
seemingly pre-prepared material covering the more general controversy as outlined in the
specification

Thorough use of the extracts; this need not mean using every point they raise, but a strong focus
on these as views on the question

A confident attempt to use the two extracts together, e.g. consideration of their differences,
attempts to compare their arguments, or evaluate their relative merits

Careful use of own knowledge, e.g. clearly selected to relate to the issues raised within the
sources, confidently using this to examine the arguments made, and reason through these in
relation to the given question; at times, this meant selection over sheer amount of knowledge

Careful reading of the extracts, to ensure the meaning of individual statements and evidence
within these were used in the context of the broader arguments made by the authors

Attempts to see beyond the stark differences between sources, e.g. consideration of the extent to
which they disagreed, or attempts to reconcile their arguments

Common issues which hindered performance:

Limited use of the extracts, or an imbalance in this, e.g. extensive use of one, with limited
consideration of the other

Limited comparison or consideration of the differences between the given interpretations
Using the extracts merely as sources of support

Arguing one extract is superior to the other on the basis that it offers more factual evidence to
back up the claims made, without genuinely analysing the arguments offered

Heavy use of own knowledge, or even seemingly pre-prepared arguments, without real
consideration of these related to the arguments in the sources

Statements or evidence from the source being used in a manner contrary to that given in the
sources, e.g. through misinterpretation of the meaning of the arguments, or lifting of detail
without thought to the context of how it was applied within the extract

A tendency to see the extracts as being polar opposites, again seemingly through expectation of
this, without thought to where there may be degrees of difference, or even common ground.
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Grade Boundaries

Grade boundaries for this, and all other papers, can be found on the website on this link:

http://www.edexcel.com/iwantto/Pages/grade-boundaries.aspx
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