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Introduction
It was pleasing to see candidates able to engage effectively across the ability range with the 
new A-Level paper 2G which deals with the rise and fall of fascism in Italy, c1911-46 (2G.1), 
and Spain, 1030-78, Republicanism, Francoism and the re-establishment of democracy 
(2G.2).

The paper is divided into two sections. Section A contains a compulsory question which is 
based on two linked sources. It assesses source analysis and evaluation skills (AO2). Section 
B comprises a choice of essays that assess understanding of the period in depth (AO1) by 
targeting five second order concepts - cause, consequence, change and continuity, similarity 
and difference, and significance. Candidates appeared to organise their time effectively 
and there was little evidence of candidates being unable to attempt both answers within 
the time allocated. Examiners did note that more scripts than has been usual posed some 
problems with the legibility of hand writing. Examiners can only give credit for what they 
can read.

In Section A, the strongest answers demonstrated an ability to draw out reasoned 
inferences developed from the sources and to evaluate the sources thoroughly in relation 
to the demands of the question on the basis of both contextual knowledge and the nature, 
origin and purpose of the source. It is important that candidates appreciate that weight is 
not necessarily established by a discussion of what is missing from a source. If the author 
of the source has omitted something intentionally in order to modify meaning or distort 
the message of the source, then it will be relevant to discuss that omission in reaching 
a conclusion regarding the use that a historian might make of the sources. However, 
commenting on all the things that the sources might have contained, but failed to do so is 
unlikely to contribute to establishing weight. The question requires candidates to use the 
sources ‘together’ and it was pleasing to see that the majority of candidates were aware of 
this instruction and achieved it using a variety of different approaches.

Candidates are more familiar with the essay section of Paper 2 and in Section B most 
candidates were well prepared to write, or to attempt, an analytical response. Stronger 
answers clearly understood the importance of identifying the appropriate second order 
concept that was being targeted by the question, although weaker candidates often wanted 
to engage in a main factor/ other factors approach, even where this did not necessarily 
address the demands of the conceptual focus. Candidates do need to formulate their 
planning so that there is an argument and a counterargument within their answer; many 
candidates lacked any counterargument at all. The generic mark scheme clearly indicates 
the four bullet-pointed strands which are the focus for awarding marks and centres should 
note how these strands progress through the levels. Candidates do need to be aware of 
key dates, as identified in the specification, and ensure that they draw their evidence in 
responses from the appropriate time period.

The candidates' performance on individual questions is considered in the next section.
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Question 1
This is a very familiar topic and candidates were able to draw on their knowledge to set the 
sources in context. The best responses stood back from the sources and evaluated them 
in the light of their contextual knowledge and weight that could be attached to the sources 
to reach a reasoned judgement. The majority of candidates could focus on the origins and 
provenance of the sources, although a surprising number ignored 'weight' or developed 
inferences to confirm accuracy or usefulness. Better answers were able to confirm and 
challenge aspects of content and discuss the significance of any limitations in determining 
how much weight should be attached to the source. In some cases, knowledge was limited. 
Too many responses focused too much attention on what was not in the sources and 
used this as the basis of their evaluation. Unless candidates can show that omissions are 
deliberate, this line of argument is of little value. Candidates are asked to evaluate what is 
there rather than what is not. Some candidates made very good use of the provenance of 
Source 1 together with the content of the source to argue that Sarfatti had every reason 
to implicate Mussolini and the fact that she does not suggests a genuine belief in his 
innocence. Too many candidates however provided stereotypical responses such as ’she 
was his mistress so is bound to support him’ rather than looking at what could actually be 
drawn from the source. Similarly, candidates who engaged with Source 2 and discussed the 
extent of Mussolini’s culpability produced more effective responses that those who simply 
wrote off the source as propaganda.
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This is a Level 5 entry script. It meets 
all the Level 4 criteria and additionally 
it shows a real understanding of the 
values and concerns of the society 
in which the sources have been 
produced. This moves it into Level 5.

Examiner Comments

To achieve the highest level you should 
stand back from the sources and assess 
what the historian can do with them rather 
than answering the inquiry itself.

Examiner Tip
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Question 2
Candidates were very familiar with this topic and most were able to set their answers in 
context. In answering this question most candidates focused mainly on the sources rather 
than describing from their own knowledge. Candidates tended to have a lot to say about 
the provenance of both extracts and gave a substantial amount of their own knowledge to 
back this up. Typically answers tended to be either high Level 3 or mid-Level 4. Candidates 
were able to challenge the first source and show its weaknesses and limitations and 
contrast this with the more impartial source from Shinwell. The most adept answers went 
beyond how Shinwell was an independent observer and used substantial own knowledge to 
corroborate his claims of republican weakness. Many candidates drew on their knowledge 
of the role played by Germany, Italy, Britain and France as well as the division in the ranks 
of the republicans to test the claims in the sources and to reach a judgement. The best 
answers showed an ability to interpret source material in the context of values and concerns 
of the society from which it is drawn. As with Question 1, candidates tended to focus on 
answering the inquiry itself rather than the question which asks candidates to address 
how far the historian could make use of the sources in the investigation. There were also 
some candidates who wrote off the package of sources as being of no use because both 
sources originated from the left-wing, rather than engaging with what the historian could do 
with them.
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This is an excellent response achieving 
Level 5 in all the bullet points on the 
mark scheme. It interrogates the 
source material well and has a real 
sense of the degrees of certainty that 
can be attached to judgements.

Examiner Comments

Remember that when answering the 
source question, you must make use of 
the two sources together somewhere 
in your answer. 

Examiner Tip
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Question 3
Many of the candidates who opted for this question wrote responses that achieved Level 
3. Candidates were able typically to outline many of the political repercussions of Giolitti’s 
policies. These responses made up a lot of the 1912 extension of the franchise and its 
negative effects on trasformiso and therefore his weakened hold on power. Candidates also 
referred to the effect of the war in Libya and the shoring up of support for the nationalists. 
Alongside this, many students focused on the Rome question and Giolitti’s relations with 
the Catholic Church. Some candidates had limited knowledge of the economic problems 
and wrote generally about the north-south divide. Some made the mistake of looking at 
the effect of the Great War. The best responses were able to develop precise examples 
to demonstrate the economic problems of the north-south divide and its impact on 
the economy, as well as going further to explore the wider economic problems such as 
shortages of raw materials and backward production processes. Most candidates found 
it possible to reach an overall judgement although not always well substantiated, but 
relatively few candidates were able to establish valid criteria which could be applied to reach 
a judgement. Some judgements were merely summaries.
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This is a secure Level 5 response. 
The key issues are identified and 
explored by a sustained analysis that 
is underpinned by secure knowledge. 
A substantiated judgement (although 
missing a word) arises out of the 
argument in the essay. 

Examiner Comments

When asked to weigh up the significance of 
one factor against another, keep focused 
on those factors - you do not need to 
introduce a third - and develop criteria 
so that you can make a judgement as to 
which is most significant.

Examiner Tip
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Question 4
The best answers to this question focused on the given factor first, considering Italy’s long 
term economic weaknesses, such as limited raw materials and limited industrialisation 
as well as the failures of Fascist economic policy such as the failed attempts at autarky 
and linked this to Mussolini’s decision not to enter the Second World War in 1939. Some 
candidates were able to contrast the given factor with Mussolini's role in making diplomatic 
and military blunders in the 1930s. There were some good answers here especially on 
Mussolini’s limited achievements within foreign policy. In the lower levels, some candidates 
struggled with the focus of the question and wrote about fascist economic policy without 
making any reference to foreign policy and a small number of candidates wrote generally 
about the fascist state. In other cases, there was a focus on foreign policy but not in 
the period set in the question. Most candidates made a judgement. At the higher levels 
judgements were based on valid criteria.
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This is a Level 5 response. It sustains a focus on the failure 
of Mussolini to make Italy a Great Power. Economic prob-
lems are explored effectively and additional factors are 
brought in to contrast including militarisation. 

Examiner Comments

This is a causation question. In addressing 
causation questions always focus on the key 
word to allow judgements to be made. In this 
case it is 'mainly'.

Examiner Tip
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Question 5
Most candidates demonstrated clear knowledge of the position of women in the Republican 
zone noting the presence of high profile female leaders in government, female soldiers and 
greater freedoms (divorce, employment and dress codes). The best answers were able to 
contrast this with the limited freedoms in the Nationalist zone and therefore draw out the 
similarities and differences for women in the post-civil war era. More typically candidates 
contrasted Republican zone freedoms with the limitations of the Francoist era. This limited 
the achievement of such responses. Many students in top responses, Level 4 and above, 
outlined the return to conservative policies for women, prostitution and how women 
were second class citizens in Francoist Spain. Candidates did not refer to anything positive 
for women under Francoist rule or in nationalist held Spain and most assumed that all 
women in the Republican zone enjoyed unprecedented levels of freedom with little sense 
of lingering patriarchal views and that most women were still engaged in traditional female 
occupations. Few candidates reached a judgement on ‘substantially greater’.
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This is a Level 5 entry response. The 
candidate focuses on the task of 
similarity and difference and addresses 
them for the treatment of women 
during the civil war and afterwards. 
The judgement is weaker and does not 
address 'substantially greater' although 
it does consider 'greater'.

Examiner Comments

The key phrase in this question is 
'substantially greater'. This needs to be 
addressed to achieve the highest mark.

Examiner Tip
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Question 6
Candidates mostly linked the economic policies with an opening up of Spain's economy and 
decline of the influence of the Falange. Specifically, they examined the removal of ministers 
and explained how this led to the rise of Opus Dei as well as the turning away from 
autocratic policies. Students tended to emphasise the politics over the economics in this 
answer. Some candidates struggled to focus on the time period set and wrote extensively 
about economic developments in the 1960s including tourism and thus limited their 
achievement. Some conclusions summarised key points. The best conclusions discussed 
whether the decline of the Falange was the ‘main consequence’ and applied valid criteria to 
justify their judgement. 
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This is a Level 5 response with sus-
tained analysis. This candidate has 
planned out the answer carefully and 
this has helped to achieve the focused 
argument. There is some material that 
moves into the 1960s but this extends 
from points being made rather than 
drifting from the question focus.

Examiner Comments

This is a consequences question. It is 
important to explain the outcomes for 
this type of question. In this case you 
are asked to judge whch is the main 
consequence.

Examiner Tip
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Paper Summary
Based on their performance on this paper, candidates are offered the following advice: 

Section A

• Candidates should aim to develop valid inferences supported by the arguments raised 
in the sources, not merely paraphrase the content of the sources

• Inferences can be supported by reference to contextual knowledge surrounding the 
issues raised by the sources

• Candidates should focus on the content in the sources rather than what is not there, 
unless the omission is deliberate

• Candidates should move beyond stereotypical approaches to the nature/ purpose and 
authorship of the source by, e.g. looking at and explaining the specific stance and/ or 
purpose of the writer

• Candidates should use the sources together at some point in the answer.

Section B

• Spending a few minutes planning helps to ensure the second order concept is correctly 
identified

• Candidates must provide more precise contextual knowledge as evidence. Weaker 
responses lacked depth and sometimes range

• Candidates should avoid a narrative/ descriptive approach; this undermines the analysis 
that is required for the higher levels 

• Candidates need to be aware of key dates as identified in the specification so that they 
can address the questions with chronological precision

• Candidates should try to explore the links between issues in order to make the structure 
of the response flow more logically and to enable the integration of analysis.
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Grade Boundaries
Grade boundaries for this, and all other papers, can be found on the website on this 
link:

http://www.edexcel.com/iwantto/Pages/grade-boundaries.aspx
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