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Introduction
It was pleasing to see many well-informed and well-written responses from candidates on 
AS Paper 2G which covers the options: The rise and fall of fascism in Italy, C1911-46 (2G.1), 
and Spain, 1030-78, republicanism, Francoism and the re-establishment of democracy 
(2G.2). The paper is divided into two sections. Section A contains a compulsory two-
part question for the option studied, each part based on one source. It assesses source 
analysis and evaluation skills (AO2). Section B comprises a choice of essays that assess 
understanding of the period in depth (AO1) by targeting five second order concepts - cause, 
consequence, change/continuity, similarity/difference and significance.

It is pleasing to note that in Section A more candidates understood what was meant by 
‘value’ and ‘weight’ in the context of source analysis and evaluation this year. The detailed 
knowledge base required in this section to be able to add contextual material to support/
challenge points derived from the sources was also more in evidence this series. However, a 
significant minority of candidates used their contextual knowledge in isolation, rather than 
to illuminate what was in the sources.  Some candidates are still writing about limitations in 
part a and this did impact on the length of part b for some candidates.

In Section B, few candidates produced wholly descriptive essays which were devoid of 
analysis and, for the most part, responses were soundly structured. The most common 
weakness in Section B essays was the lack of a sharp focus on the precise terms of the 
question and/or the second order concept that was targeted. 

It remains important to realise that Section A and Section B questions may be set from 
any part of any Key Topic, and, as a result, full coverage of the specification is enormously 
important. There was little evidence on this paper of candidates having insufficient time to 
answer questions from Sections A and B.

The candidates' performance on individual questions is considered in the next section. 
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Question 1
Question 1(a)

There were many good responses and most responses achieved high Level 2 or beyond. 
Most candidates who failed to reach Level 3 did so because of questionable assumptions 
regarding the provenance and a mistaken tendency to discuss the limitations of those; and 
using contextual knowledge incorrectly to evaluate the limitations they stated, for example, 
Piazzesi was a nationalist so therefore his account is unreliable because he is biased 
towards the fascists. More successful answers focused on attributes that demonstrated 
the value of the source such as Piazzesi’s contact with ex-servicemen that allowed him to 
represent their views.  Contextual knowledge needs to be linked to the inferences drawn.  
Where there is no clear link to the question posed, knowledge cannot be rewarded highly. 

Question 1 (b)

The best responses were written by candidates who successfully made reasoned inferences, 
evaluating the weight of the source in relation to the enquiry and using contextual 
knowledge to illuminate limitations of what could be gained. Most candidates who did not 
achieve Level 4 failed to do so due to making inferences that were not fully developed or 
reasoned. Candidates often used accurate contextual knowledge but this was usually only 
included to confirm/challenge details rather than going the step further to illuminate what 
could therefore be gained from the source – stereotypical information was added but not 
developed, for example, Italy was militarily behind other European Powers and used old 
weapons from the First World War. Where the evaluation failed to meet Level 4 criteria, it 
was usually because candidates discussed the position of the author but made stereotypical 
assumptions such as: Hitler was Mussolini’s ally therefore the account is reliable.
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This is a Level 3 response which has 
supported and developed inferences 
focused on the value of the sources.  
The comments on the provenance are 
weaker which means that although in 
Level 3 it would not score full marks.

Examiner Comments
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This response enters Level 4.  There is evidence that the source material 
is interrogated and reasoned inferences developed.  There is also 
weighing of the evidence.  These qualities allow it to enter Level 4.

Examiner Comments
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Question 2
Question 2(a)

There were many good answers and more candidates focusing specifically on ‘value’ this 
year.   Where candidates did not reach Level 3, it was often the result of undeveloped 
inferences. Contextual knowledge was particularly weak on many responses indicating a 
general lack of knowledge during this particular time of Franco’s reign and there was an 
over-reliance on the provenance, often repeating what the provenance stated but not 
developing it to show understanding of value in relation to the question posed, for example 
stating that it was published in 1947 when Franco was in power so this makes it useful – 
without further development. Better responses developed the source attributes to consider 
the lack of a date for the restoration and developed from knowledge such as the use of the 
law to neutralise monarchists. 

Question 2(b) 

There were some good candidate responses combining reasoned inferences about the 
methods used to instil Franco’s cult of personality on young people in Spain, with contextual 
knowledge to really illuminate the context of the time/people’s views and a very good overall 
evaluation of provenance really teased out by looking at most/all aspects – Nature, origin 
and purpose as well as other pieces of information given about the source. However, most 
candidates failed to reach Level 4 because, as with question 2(a), contextual knowledge 
was very weak, often used to confirm details, most times not even challenging the details 
from the sources. Evaluation was also often accurate but undeveloped, for example, stating 
that Farmborough worked in the Nationalist zone so therefore was biased and supported 
propaganda. 
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This is an excellent response which 
achieves a secure Level 3.  It has 
supported and developed inferences 
and develops valid criteria to ascribe 
value to the source.

Examiner Comments
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This is a Level 4 response with supported inferences and 
good use of context to demonstrate an appreciation of 
the context and values of the society in which the source 
was produced.  Criteria for judgement are justified and 
applied.

Examiner Comments
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Question 3
There were some very good responses displaying strong analysis of the key features and 
the links between them; some candidates also prioritised the factors they discussed in order 
to reach a clear and justified conclusion. This was mainly supported by detailed knowledge. 
Those who did not reach Level 4 failed to do so mainly due to lack of depth on the issues 
discussed and some tendency towards description rather than analysis. Several candidates 
displayed uneven treatment of the key issues, usually focusing heavily on the factor in 
the question with limited depth and analysis of other factors such as weaknesses in the 
economy and limited resources/outdated weaponry. A few candidates even mistakenly 
responded to the question as though it was centred around World War 2 rather than World 
War 1, as asked for in the question.
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This is an excellent response which is 
secure in Level 4.  There is an analysis 
of the key issues, supported by secure 
knowledge.  The criteria for judgement 
are developed and there is a strong 
conclusion.

Examiner Comments
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Question 4
There were a number of good responses displaying strong analysis of the key features such 
as weak Liberal leadership, the split among the Socialists and eventual ineffective Aventine 
Secession, alongside other factors such as support of key elites & the use of propaganda 
and Mussolini’s dual policy. Very good responses even demonstrated the interplay between 
the key features, some candidates even prioritising the factors they discussed to reach 
a clear and justified conclusion. This was mainly supported by detailed knowledge. Most 
candidates who did not achieve Level 4 failed to do so due to lack of depth and detail 
particularly on the factor stated in the question (weakness of the political opposition) stating 
general comments such as the Liberals were weak and the walkout of some deputies in 
1924 but failing to supply detailed examples or key facts to evidence their points.  There 
were also a significant number of candidates who did not focus on the time period and 
establishment of the dictatorship and instead wrote more generically about the rise of 
fascism with only occasional links to the question.
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This is a focused response that achieved Level 4.  It is stronger in the first half than 
in the second where there is a tendency towards description.  The given factor is 
developed effectively and there is evidence of analysis used to reach a judgement.

Examiner Comments



24 GCE History 8HI0 2G

Question 5
There were some good responses that covered the full-time period 1923-1940 supplying 
details and analysis of how the relationship between Mussolini and the Church changed, 
from the original U-turn on anti-Clericalism to the alliance made with Hitler, institution 
of the Anti-Semitic decrees to the eventual breakdown upon entering World War 2. 
Most candidates displayed good knowledge on the earlier part of the relations between 
Mussolini and the Church, but less detail for evidence in the later period of the 1930s. Many 
candidates also failed to explicitly comment on change/continuity but rather focused on 
describing events in chronological order without identifying any turning points or prioritising 
key events in relations. The lack of focus on the second order concept does limit the 
achievement in the levels.
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This is a secure Level 4 answer.  The candidate has effectively 
planned the response before writing.  The time period is 
covered well and there is focus on the second order concept 
of change.

Examiner Comments
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Question 6
Candidates who achieved Level 4 on this question cited some good detail on the various 
reforms and the degree or permanence of their success reaching a sustained, well 
supported judgement on how accurate it was to say the reforms had been a complete 
failure. Most detailed knowledge was displayed on the improvements that came about 
because of educational reforms. Most candidates however, did not achieve Level 4 due to 
lack of evidence/detail to support points made in their analysis, for example, making simple 
statements such as: Agrarian reforms were not supported by landowners but lacking detail 
on what the reforms intended to do and why they were not successful. A few candidates 
produced responses that lacked balance, focusing only on failed reforms. 
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This response shows some Level 4 qualities and 
hence is placed within that level.  There is a range 
of knowledge and sufficient development of it to 
address the question.  There is a judgement on 
'complete' failure.

Examiner Comments
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Question 7
Most candidates produced limited responses that failed to reach Level 4 due to lack of 
detailed evidence. Most made accurate statements relating to the Republican zone being 
more liberal and allowing more equality between women and men than the Nationalist 
zone but did not provide detailed evidence for this. Other general comments were made 
about the focus on traditional values and religion in the Nationalist zones but again, this 
was lacking in detail. Candidates were able to draw out some differences but struggled to 
develop the similarities and this meant that the second order concept was only partially 
addressed.
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This is a Level 4 script.  The candidate has addressed the 
second order concept by looking at both similarities and 
differences.  The knowledge is well selected and used well to 
address the question.  There is clear criteria for judgement.

Examiner Comments
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Question 8
The strongest responses demonstrated the links between the desire to consolidate Franco’s 
control of Spain and the human and financial cost of the Spanish Civil War with Franco’s 
need to maintain good relations with the Allied powers (Britain and France in particular) and 
his resolve therefore only to enter the war on Germany’s side if victory was assured. The 
candidates who did not achieve Level 4, despite identifying some relevant reasons, were 
unsuccessful usually because of lack of detail to support their points. Most candidates cited 
the cost of the Spanish Civil War but did not provide details. Others who displayed a detailed 
understanding of the significance of economic weaknesses, did not include sufficient detail 
on other key features making general comments rather than a well-supported argument. 
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This is an excellent response which 
achieves Level 4 on all the bullet 
points.  It is well argued and supported 
and valid criteria is selected for the 
judgement.

Examiner Comments
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Summary
Based on their performance on this paper, candidates are offered the following advice:

Section A

• A careful reading of the sources is needed so that the issues raised are clearly identified

• You must ensure that you draw out inferences, but these should always be directly 
linked to the source and not driven by contextual knowledge

• You should consider the nature, origin and purpose of the source

• Do not merely restate what the provenance says – think about how it can be used to 
address the question. In a, this requires a consideration of how it adds value and in b, 
this requires considering value and limitations

• Contextual knowledge should be used to support the answer, not to drive it, and should 
be made relevant to the enquiry

• Questions 1(a) and 2(a) do not require a consideration of the limitations of sources

• It is unlikely that weight can be assessed by listing all the things that a source does not 
deal with.

Section B

• Spending a few minutes planning helps to ensure the second order concept is correctly 
identified 

• Candidates must provide more precise contextual knowledge as evidence. Weaker 
responses lacked depth and sometimes range 

• Candidates should avoid a narrative/descriptive approach; this undermines the analysis 
that is required for the higher levels  

• Candidates need to be aware of key dates as identified in the specification so that they 
can address the questions with chronological precision 

• Candidates should try to explore the links between issues in order to make the structure 
of the response flow more logically and to enable the integration of analysis.
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Grade Boundaries
Grade boundaries for this, and all other papers, can be found on the website on this 
link:

http://www.edexcel.com/iwantto/Pages/grade-boundaries.aspx
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