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Introduction
Centres and candidates are once again to be congratulated for their performance this 
series as examiners reported that the majority of candidates understood the essential 
requirements of the Unit 2 examination with the different focus of the two parts of the 
question.  Many scripts demonstrated an impressive knowledge base in the part B question 
which compared favourably with previous examination series. At the highest levels of 
attainment, these scripts were combined with well-developed analysis. 

However, it is again disappointing to note that there remains a minority of candidates who 
perform poorly, both in terms of their skills set and their knowledge base.

In part A, a minority of candidates continue to work through the sources, largely in 
sequence, paraphrasing the content and with no attempt at cross referencing. Whilst it is 
the case that many candidates understand the language of cross referencing, not all actually 
engage fully in the processes, merely asserting that the sources either agree or disagree 
without explaining how they have arrived at this conclusion. Such responses are unlikely 
to move beyond level 2, even where they clearly understand the issues being raised by 
the sources. There also appeared to be a number of candidates who were using their own 
knowledge to develop points raised in the content of the sources in this question in this 
exam series. There is no credit for this in part A and thus, such candidates waste time that 
would be better spent developing those aspects of the answer that do gain credit – cross 
referencing, a consideration of provenance linked to the arguments and judgements. There 
seemed to be certain stock responses given to particular kinds of sources which could not 
be justified on the basis of the information that the provenance provided. For example, in 
those options where letters were used, there were a significant number of candidates who 
assumed that such letters were private, even where it would appear much more likely that 
they would be in the public domain.

In part B, there appeared to be fewer candidates this series who relied completely on the 
material in the sources. More candidates demonstrated some range and depth of knowledge 
that could be applied to the part B questions. The best answers used the sources to shape 
the argument and raise issues which were supported and developed with the use of detailed 
and specific own knowledge. It continues to be the case that despite comments in many 
previous examiners’ reports regarding the focus of AO2b, candidates continue to comment 
to a greater or lesser extent on provenance in their responses to part B. Such comments 
are frequently very generic e.g. the historian can be trusted because they have the benefit 
of hindsight (or they cannot be trusted because they were not an eye witness to the event). 
In any event, such comments, even if well developed, generally do not contribute to AO2b, 
which is what is being tested in part B. Some candidates spend an excessive amount of time 
on this and they would do well to develop their arguments in relation to the question, rather 
than write whole paragraphs on provenance which can earn no credit under AO2b. 

Candidates should take care that they can spell technical words and significant names 
correctly, especially when those words and names form part of the question or the sources. 
Where candidates have a few minutes left at the end of the exam, they would be well 
advised to check their work. Fewer candidates this series used the word ‘infer’ incorrectly, 
although there did appear to be some increase in the use of ‘bias’ often incorrectly spelled. 

The candidates' performance on individual questions is considered in the next section.
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Question 1 (a)
Candidates generally found the sources accessible and understood the differing accounts of 
the effectiveness of physical force Chartism in mobilising support for the movement. Many 
candidates recognised that the sources could be seen to both challenge and support the 
view expressed in the question.

The best responses engaged in sustained cross referencing and were able to use the 
provenance of the sources to support their line of argument, reaching measured judgements 
about the issues. However, a significant minority of candidates failed to read the attributions 
of the sources with due care. Neither letter (Sources 1 and 3) was claimed to be a private or 
personal letter as so many candidates assumed. Furthermore, in Source 1, Russell’s position 
is explicitly identified as being Home Secretary, yet a number of candidates commented that 
he was Prime Minister or Chancellor. There was also some tendency for some candidates to 
lift quotes without considering the wider implications of their meaning e.g. ‘applaud physical 
force’ in Source 3 was quoted in isolation.
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This is a level 3 response. The answer makes a 
number of relevant points that are clearly linked 
to the focus of the question. The candidate tries to 
engage in some cross referencing of the sources with 
some development. Provenance is considered in a 
separate paragraph. 

Examiner Comments

This answer would have been improved by integrat-
ing the provenance alongside the cross referencing

Examiner Tip
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Question 1 (b) (i) 
This was the more popular of the two questions. Candidates frequently impressed with 
their extensive knowledge of the impact of the 1832 Reform Act. The prompts that were 
offered in the sources were well used to develop arguments and analysis with a range of 
differing conclusions being reached about whether change and/or continuity was more 
significant. Some weaker candidates, lacking a secure question focus, discussed a range of 
issues surrounding political reform, such as the reasons for its introduction. Such answers 
also often simply worked through the sources in sequence, paraphrasing their content. 
It was disappointing to note that yet again this year many candidates were still making 
generic points, some at great length, regarding provenance which cannot be rewarded 
under AO2b. This issue has been highlighted in previous reports, but the continuing practice 
disadvantages candidates who spend time that would be more usefully spent on focusing on 
the question.
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This response has a sustained question focus. It inte-
grates the sources and some reasonable own knowl-
edge to reach clear judgements about the claim in 
the question. This is sufficient for level 4 in AO1 and 
level 3/4 marginal in AO2.

Examiner Comments
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Question 1 (b) (ii)
This was the less popular of the two questions. Most candidates were able to argue about 
the respective roles of the Conservative and Liberal parties, but it was disappointing that 
many responses did not directly reference the role of popular protest. This was clearly 
signposted by the reference to the Reform League and the protest meeting in Hyde Park in 
Source 8, but the majority of candidates did not pick up on this reference and develop this 
as part of their line of argument. A significant minority of candidates lacked sufficient own 
knowledge to understand the content of Source 9, suggesting that Salisbury initiated the 
legislation.

There were however also some impressive answers which displayed an erudite awareness 
of the controversy, and of the achievements and limitations of the Conservatives and their 
leaders, as well as the motivation and actions of successive 19th century governments.

It was disappointing to note that yet again this year many candidates were still making 
generic points, some at great length, regarding provenance which cannot be rewarded 
under AO2b. This issue has been highlighted in previous reports, but the continuing practice 
disadvantages candidates who spend time that would be more usefully spent on focusing on 
the question. However, it is possible to use the provenance relevantly, and some candidates 
successfully achieved this by identifying Source 7 as an Adullamite and used this information 
to advance their argument.
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Although this answer does engage in some 
descriptive passages at times and does not always 
develop its points fully, it also does contain some 
argument that relates to the focus of the question. It 
uses the sources as the basis of this argument. This 
is a response that has made some AO2a comments 
about provenance and, as is pointed out in the 
Principal Examiner's reports every year, these are not 
credited in this question. It achieves level 3 for both 
the assessment objectives.  

Examiner Comments

Comments on the provenance of 
secondary sources does not contribute 
to the mark for AO2b which is what is 
tested in this question. The time spent 
on this could be more usefully used on 
developing the argument further

Examiner Tip
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Question 2 (a)
There were some sharply analytical responses to this question. Many candidates were able 
to weigh the comments about conditions in the workhouse of Sources 10 and 11 against 
Source 12’s later praise for the treatment of paupers in Manchester. The best responses 
were able to offer incisive evaluation of the different dates, authors and purpose of each 
writer to inform and explain their judgements.

On the other hand, a minority of candidates struggled with some of the specifics. In Source 
11, for example, some assumed that Dickens’ comment about the better treatment of “the 
dishonest criminal” applied not to prisoners but to paupers in the Whitechapel workhouse. 
There also seemed to be a lack of familiarity with the contribution of Edwin Chadwick to poor 
law policy with a range of differing attitudes to the new poor law being attributed to him, 
despite the fact that he is a named individual on the specification.
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This is a sound level 3 response. The introduction to the response 
shows an understanding of the need to use the sources in 
combination. There is some evidence of developed cross referencing, 
although this is not always sustained. The provenance is considered 
and integrated, and on one occasion is also cross referenced. 

Examiner Comments
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Question 2 (b) (i)
This was marginally less popular than 2bii. Most candidates found the sources accessible and 
were able to use them to create a debate about the issues.The most impressive answers 
to this question developed their response by weighing the stated factor - cost - against 
concerns about the condition and morale of the poor and a desire for centralisation. There 
were many effective answers to this question which integrated the sources very well with 
their own knowledge to reach a convincing judgement.

Weaker answers tended to rely on a description of the content of the sources and 
generalised own knowledge which often contained some errors. Some of these answers 
were unable to distinguish between what happened before 1834 and after, so it was not 
uncommon to see a description of the Andover scandal. 

It was disappointing to note that yet again this year many candidates were still making 
generic points, some at great length, regarding provenance which cannot be rewarded 
under AO2b. This issue has been highlighted in previous reports, but the continuing practice 
disadvantages candidates who spend time that would be more usefully spent on focusing on 
the question.
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This is a sound level 3 response in both assessment 
objectives. The candidate is aware of the need 
to argue a case from the sources and to develop 
the arguments of the sources on the basis of own 
knowledge. The introduction shows an awareness 
of a range of explanations, although not all are 
actually explored within the response.

Examiner Comments

Avoid frequent lengthy quotes 
which may impact on the time you 
have to spend on your argument. 
When quoting, keep it brief!

Examiner Tip
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Question 2 (b) (ii)
This was marginally the more popular question.

 Many of the candidates were extremely well informed about factors other than cholera, 
such as growing medical knowledge and the pioneering work of individuals such as John 
Simon, John Snow, Louis Pasteur, Joseph Bazalgette and Edwin Chadwick, and were able to 
bring some impressive own knowledge to bear in order to develop what was in the sources 
on these issues. What was less impressive was the lack of knowledge on the stated factor of 
cholera. Many candidates had to rely exclusively on the content of the sources for this. The 
best responses were able to discern the diminishing influence of cholera over the full length 
of the period covered in the question. 

It was disappointing to note that yet again this year many candidates were still making 
generic points, some at great length, regarding provenance which cannot be rewarded 
under AO2b. This issue has been highlighted in previous reports, but the continuing practice 
disadvantages candidates who spend time that would be more usefully spent on focusing on 
the question.
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This response is aware of a range of factors that 
impact on public health improvement and has some 
sound own knowledge to support what is drawn from 
the sources. It is also impressive that this answer 
has engaged with the chronology of the question 
quite fully. The sources are certainly the basis of the 
answer, but their use could have been more fully 
developed. 

AO1 achieves level 4 and AO2 achieves level 3.

Examiner Comments
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Paper Summary
Based on their performance on this paper, candidates are offered the following advice:

All Questions

Candidates should proof read their answers at the end of the examination, and correct any 
instances where they have incorrectly labelled a source, used the wrong names or the wrong 
dates.

Too many candidates are using certain phrases, such as ‘using the sources as a set’, as a 
substitute for actually engaging in the task that they are claiming.

Engaging with the sources needs to go beyond accepting the content at face value and to 
test it for validity considering provenance in part a and by testing the opinions in part b with 
knowledge set in the context of the period.

Part A

1. Candidates should spend sufficient time reading the sources to ensure that they 
understand the nuances of the arguments presented.

2. Candidates should treat the sources as a package in order to facilitate cross referencing. 
Weaker candidates work though sources sequentially. Such responses cannot go beyond 
level 2.

3. Provenance should be integrated within the argument and decisions need to be made on 
the relative strengths and weaknesses of the sources.  The attributes of the sources should 
be discussed, not described. This aids the use of provenance as part of the argument. 
Candidates should avoid making stereotypical comments about the provenance that could 
apply to any source and avoid labelling a source as both reliable and unreliable and thus 
negating any conclusions drawn.  The key to a successful response is the ability to weigh the 
sources to reach a final judgement.

4. The best responses cross reference not only the content of the sources, but also 
their provenance.  This enables candidates to weigh the sources and reach supported 
judgements. 

5. There are no marks available for knowledge in part a.  Candidates should avoid arguing 
from their knowledge since it cannot be credited and often impacts on the amount of time 
they have available to complete part b. 

Part B

1. Candidates need to ensure that their subject knowledge conforms to the specification. 
Weaker responses usually relied very heavily on information derived primarily from the 
sources.

2. In order to address the question effectively, candidates need to offer an analysis driven 
by the arguments raised in the sources.  Sources should be used to develop lines of 
argument and reasoning rather than used for information to develop a descriptive answer.

3. Whilst it may be relevant to use the provenance of the contemporary source(s) to 
judge the weight that can be assigned to the argument, there is no such requirement 
for the secondary sources and it is not rewarded in A02b. Many candidates still engage 
in generalised comments that a particular historian is or is not reliable at the expense of 
developing argument and analysis tested by specific own knowledge.  

4. Candidates need to ensure that they are aware of the focus of the question and the time 
period specified and that they maintain the focus throughout their answer, to avoid straying 
into irrelevant areas that cannot be rewarded.
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Grade Boundaries
Grade boundaries for this, and all other papers, can be found on the website on this link:

http://www.edexcel.com/iwantto/Pages/grade-boundaries.aspx



GCE History 6HI02 B 37



Pearson Education Limited. Registered company number 872828  
with its registered office at 80 Strand, London WC2R 0RL.




