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Introduction
There were many good responses seen in this examination series. The best responses 
demonstrated well developed analysis which was focused on the task; the sources were 
used effectively and, in part (b), supporting own knowledge was specific and detailed. 
It was clear that such candidates were often aware of the demands of the assessment 
objectives and were framing their responses in order to meet these demands. It is therefore 
worth reiterating the key issues with each assessment objective:

Question (a) requires the application of AO2a. This requires candidates to analyse, cross-
reference and evaluate source material. They should aim to develop this as fully as possible 
in relation to the focus of the question and not merely assert similarities and differences. 

Question (b) requires the application of both AO1 (the selection and deployment of historical 
knowledge) and AO2b (the analysis and evaluation of how issues have been interpreted and 
represented, in relation to historical context). 

An understanding of what each assessment objective tests would help candidates to 
focus their comments more securely. For example, there are still a significant number of 
candidates who spend considerable  amounts of time exploring the provenance of sources in 
question (b) and may very well be addressing AO2a which is not rewarded in this question.

There were far fewer candidates working through the sources sequentially in question 
(a) than has been the case previously. This is to be commended. However, candidates 
now need to develop the quality of the cross referencing that they are engaged in. A 
significant minority pick out a quote and match it to another quote without explaining 
how this relates to the question. It should also be pointed out that although a discrete 
paragraph on provenance is preferable to no reference to this at all, the very best answers 
integrate provenance within the arguments that are presented in the cross referencing. This 
enables the candidates to develop more specific arguments than the general comments 
that characterise most of the separate paragraphs.  Candidates should be encouraged to 
use provenance as the basis for reaching a judgement in response to the question.  This 
particularly distinguishes level 4 candidates from those operating at level 3.  The purpose 
of testing the weight and validity of the evidence is to come to a judgement. It is always 
disappointing when perceptive comments made in the body of the answer are ignored when 
reaching a conclusion.

In question (b), examiners were impressed by many responses which demonstrated 
a strong understanding of the sources, the issues that they related to and which were 
supported by extensive own knowledge.  Fewer candidates than has been usual treated 
the sources and own knowledge discretely. There were however many responses which 
demonstrated very little knowledge beyond what was offered in the sources. Where 
this material was well used, it was possible to achieve top level 2 in AO1. It is however, 
disappointing that some candidates have not prepared well for the examination. 

It was pleasing to note that previous advice in examiners’ reports has clearly been 
acknowledged and this applied also to the use of inappropriate abbreviations. There was 
however, this January something of a resurgence of the use of bias, with its attendant 
misspellings and misuse.
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Question 1 (a)

There were a number of effective answers to this question where candidates were able to 
cross reference the arguments of the sources convincingly whilst considering aspects of the 
provenance in order to reach measured judgements. Some candidates, however, took this 
question as an opportunity to write all that they knew about the failings of the unreformed 
system. In this question, there is no credit to be gained for description based on own 
knowledge. Other candidates dealt with each source in turn, paraphrasing its content, thus 
making it difficult for themselves to engage in genuine cross referencing. Candidates are 
advised to consider fully the implications of the provenance. Source 1, for example, was 
written about thirty years before reform, but this was not picked up by most candidates.

263822/4

8 Aa
14AbAO1
9 AbAO2
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263822/6

This is a level 2 response. It broadly works through the 
sources in sequence. Although there appears to be some 
attempt at cross referencing in the answer, there is actually 
either no development of the point or it is matching up 
elements that are not comparable. Provenance is treated 
discretely at the end and the points raised there are generic 
comments that add only a little to the arguments presented.

Examiner Comments
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Question 1 (b) (i)

This was the slightly more popular of the two questions that were set. Weaker candidates 
tended to work through the sources sequentially, picking out brief quotes and incorporating 
varying amounts of own knowledge to support what they were saying. There were, however, 
very few candidates who took this as an opportunity to describe all that they knew about 
Chartism. Better candidates were able to develop an argument that revolved around 
‘economic motives’ and ‘political motives’ integrating the arguments that were presented 
in the sources with their own knowledge. Such answers often referred to Chartism as a 
‘knife and fork’ issue and contrasted this to the six points of the Charter. This approach was 
further developed by some candidates to a very sophisticated level in which social issues 
were often integrated into the line of argument and own knowledge might incorporate 
reference to less obvious issues such as the Land Plan.

263822/9
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263822/11

263822/10
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263822/11

This answer is a strong level 3 in both assessment objectives. The candidate 
is clearly aware that the sources represent differing views of the nature of 
Chartism and makes this clear in the response. There is some useful supporting 
own knowledge integrated with the sources. Unfortunately, the flow of the 
argument is interrupted by the inclusion of a discrete paragraph which discusses 
the provenance of the sources. In question (b), there is no credit for AO2a and 
so the candidate has wasted valuable time here which would have been better 
used further expanding on the arguments relating to the question focus.

Examiner Comments
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Question 1 (b) (ii)

This was slightly the less popular of the two questions that were set but was generally 
tackled very well by those candidates who selected it. 

The sources were well used by most candidates to show support and challenge to the view 
expressed in the question. Many candidates were able to support the issues with secure 
own knowledge about the reform agitation, the personal rivalry between Gladstone and 
Disraeli and personal and party advantage.  Where candidates lacked such supporting own 
knowledge, the answers were considerably weaker as they relied heavily on the content and 
arguments presented by the sources. 
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This is a very clear opening paragraph which considers 
immediately the conflicting views that are present in 
the sources. This is then built upon in the course of 
the answer which contains some very good supporting 
own knowledge which is integrated with the sources. 
This is level 4 in both assessment objectives.  

Examiner Comments
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Question 2 (a)
Many candidates were able to successfully comprehend and cross reference the sources.  
The provenance and weight of the sources was often more of a challenge, but the best 
answers were able to reconcile the differences by identifying the differing geographic areas, 
dates and purposes of the sources. Candidates must beware of lifting quotes out of context. 
Some candidates, for example, quoted or paraphrased source 12 as follows: ‘few Unions 
… possess an efficient workhouse’, thereby changing the entire meaning of the source’s 
message. Better candidates, however, not only understood this comment, but were able 
to use it to argue to both support and challenge the view expressed in the question. Some 
candidates wrote quite extensively in this answer using their own knowledge; this is not 
required and not credited in part (a) questions.
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This is clearly a level 2 response. The introduction is based on  
own knowledge rather than thinking about the sources. Most of 
the answer works through the sources sequentially, paraphrasing 
what they say and making a rather generalised comment about the 
provenance. There is an attempt in the penultimate paragraph of 
the answer to overview the sources and this is to be credited.

Examiner Comments
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Question 2 (b) (i)

Question choice in this section was fairly evenly split with this question being completed by 
about half of the candidates.

Most candidates were able to comprehend the sources and many went on to use them to 
support and challenge the view presented in the question and supported by varying degrees 
of own knowledge.  Answers often referred to the problems created by the various systems 
of outdoor relief, the views of commentators such as Malthus and Ricardo and the Swing 
Riots and fears of unrest. There was a tendency for some candidates to incorporate own 
knowledge that did not strictly fall within the parameters of the question; a significant 
minority, for example, discussed the impact of soldiers being demobilised after the French 
Wars.  Some candidates clearly thought that the ‘political turmoil’ in France referred to the 
revolution of 1789 rather than that of 1830.
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It is unusual to see a level 1 answer, but this is an example of 
one. The candidate works through the sources sequentially, 
engaging in a simple paraphrase of what each says, not always 
clearly understanding the message of the source. There is no 
clear sense of question focus and no contextual own knowledge. 

Examiner Comments
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Question 2 (b) (ii)

Question choice in this section was fairly evenly split with this question being completed 
by about half of the candidates. There were different approaches that were possible with 
this response and all relevant approaches were rewarded accordingly. Some candidates 
struggled to appreciate what ‘local councils’ actually were and a significant minority failed 
to see that their opposition might include the vested interests that were referred to in 
source 16. A number of candidates were able to make good use of source 17’s reference to 
Chadwick’s perceived bullying and its impact on improving public health, but the source was 
not fully understood by all candidates. 

Most candidates were able to offer some supporting evidence in their answers, although the 
weaker answers tended to describe rather than argue. Candidates should take note of the 
chronological parameters of a question. In this case, some candidates went back into the 
1830s and many did not go beyond Chadwick. However, some very thoughtful responses 
were seen which were extremely well informed, well argued and ranged across the period.
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It can be a useful opening to consider the key arguments 
that are presented by the sources and explore the 
disagreements that they present. The sources are 
integrated with some relevant own knowledge that does 
have some chronological spread across the period. This is 
level 4 in both assessment objectives.

Examiner Comments
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Paper Summary
In order to improve performance candidates should address the following issues:

•	 Read the question carefully in order to be able to address the precise issues that are 
required

•	 Read the sources carefully before beginning to write in order to ensure that all the 
sources are securely understood

•	 Ensure that in part (a) the sources are cross referenced as fully as possible in relation to 
the question

•	 Ensure in part (b) that the sources are integrated with secure own knowledge

•	 Leave time for a well-judged conclusion to part (b)
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Grade Boundaries
Grade boundaries for this, and all other papers, can be found on the website on this link:

http://www.edexcel.com/iwantto/Pages/grade-boundaries.aspx
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