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Choose EITHER E1 (Question 1) OR E2 (Question 2) for which you have been prepared.


E1 – British Political History, 1945–90: Consensus and Conflict


Sources for use with Question 1 (a)


SOURCE 1
(From a speech by Clement Attlee in the House of Commons, 6 December 1945.  Here he is responding 
to an attack, by Winston Churchill, on the nationalisation programme.)


I have noticed with interest the difference between the wild words of Mr Churchill 
and the opinions presented by many of those in his own Party.  Mr Churchill says 
that our proposals on nationalisation divert the Government from the task of 
reconstruction.  His general position seems to be that things should be left as they 
are.  Is he satisfied with the coal industry?  Whatever happens, something has to be 
done with the coal industry, on the admission of the people who run it.


1


5


SOURCE 2
(From a speech by Hugh Gaitskell, the leader of the Labour Party, at the Party Conference in November 
1959)


Our Party Constitution implies that we propose to nationalise everything, but 
do we?  Everything?  The whole of light industry, the whole of agriculture, all the 
shops, every little pub and garage?  Of course not.  We have long ago come to 
accept some form of mixed economy.  In which case, if this is our view – as I believe 
it to be the view of 90% of the Labour Party – had we better not say so instead of 
going out of our way to provide the Conservative Party with ammunition they can 
use against us.


10


SOURCE  3
(From the Conservative Party manifesto, 1951)


Nationalisation has proved itself a failure which has resulted in heavy losses to 
the tax-payer or the consumer, or both.  We shall stop all further nationalisation. 
The Iron and Steel Act will be repealed and the Steel industry will be allowed to 
resume its achievements made during the war and the post-war years.  All other 
industries remaining nationalised will come to be investigated by the Monopolies 
Commission and there will be strict Parliamentary review of their activities.


15
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Sources for use with Question 1 (b)(i)


SOURCE 4
(From Chris Rowe, Britain 1929–98, published 2004)


It might seem that the decline of Conservative dominance and the rise in Labour’s 
fortunes was due to personalities.  However, there were significant long-term 
factors working in Labour’s favour in the early 1960s.  Sustained prosperity, rising 
living standards and the Welfare State had created the conditions for a ‘social 
revolution’.  There was expansion of university education, a new youth culture 
and the emergence of irreverent, anti-establishment attitudes in the post-Suez 
generation.


20


25


SOURCE 5
(From Andrew Marr, A History of Modern Britain, published 2007)


So why was Wilson so popular by the time of the election in 1964?  Partly it was 
a simple matter of class.  He came across as an ordinary man, a breath of fresh 
air compared to the Old Etonians whose fumbling rule was ending.  He lacked 
deference.  His calm impertinence delighted millions.  Here, in a world still run by 
the old lot, was a clever new man who took it for granted that he was better than 
the old lot.


30


SOURCE 6
(From the Daily Express newspaper, 11 September 1964.  The painter is Harold Wilson and standing 
next to him is one of his senior colleagues, George Brown.  The dinosaur’s face depicts Sir Alec 
Douglas-Home, the Conservative leader.)


           “If, after all, the electors prefer the Tory’s image what on earth must they think of my image?”
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Sources for use with Question 1 (b)(ii)


SOURCE 7
(From Edgar Wilson, A Very British Miracle: The Failure of Thatcherism, published 1992)


The one, main immediate reason for Margaret Thatcher’s downfall was her 
parliamentary party colleagues’ wish to retain their seats when their constituents 
rejected her policies, particularly on the poll tax.  It is worth stressing here that, 
although for some MPs the poll tax may have been inefficient, flat-rated, regressive 
and bad in principle, for most of them the worst thing about it was that it 
undermined the government’s chances of staying in office.


35


SOURCE 8
(From Martin Pugh, State and Society, published 2008)


Important as the poll tax was, the underlying reason for the Prime Minister’s 
downfall lay in the failure of economic policy.  By 1990 unemployment had begun 
to rise again and mortgage rates rose to 15.5 per cent, leaving homeowners unable 
to repay their mortgages.  The onset of a second major depression destroyed
Mrs Thatcher’s credibility and made her claims to have achieved an economic 
miracle look thin, especially as the economy had grown more slowly than in 
previous decades.


40


45


SOURCE 9
(From an article by Mark Wainwright which appeared in Militant in April 1990.  Militant was the weekly 
newspaper of Militant Tendency, a far-left group within the Labour Party.)


The demonstration on 31 March 1990, organised by Militant Tendency, was the 
launch pad for mass non-payment of the poll tax.  This movement in turn became 
the focal point for all the grievances and discontent in Thatcher’s Britain.  Thus, less 
than eight months after the poll tax had become law in England and Wales, the 
campaign of mass non-payment led by Militant Tendency toppled one of the most 
hated prime ministers in the history of Britain.


50
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Choose EITHER E1 (Question 1) OR E2 (Question 2) for which you have been prepared.


E2 –  Mass Media, Popular Culture and Social Change in Britain since 1945


Sources for use with Question 2 (a)


SOURCE 10
(From an interview with John Braine in which he is discussing the 1959 film version of his novel, Room 
at the Top.  Braine came from a working-class background in Bradford, West Yorkshire.)


The film presented, for the first time, a boy from the working-classes not as a 
downtrodden victim, but as he really was.  It wasn’t important that Joe Lampton 
was honest about sex, what was important was that he was honest about the 
whole business of class.  Most ambitious working-class boys want to get out of the 
working-class.  That was a simple truth that had never been stated before.


1


5


SOURCE 11
(From an interview with the film director Dick Lester.  Lester is best known for the films A Hard Day’s 
Night (1964) and The Knack…And How To Get It (1965), both of which were set in London.)


There was an enormous sense of optimism that I felt in England in the mid-1960s. 
During that time films responded to the feeling that anything could be achieved, 
that the class structure was breaking down.  They were filled with a sense that there 
were new opportunities for the working-class in England and the chance for a new 
structure of life.10


SOURCE 12
(From Ian Jarvie, ‘Media and Manners’ in Film Quarterly 22, published 1969)


Over the last decade, films have certainly exploited the working-class in a completely 
new way.  Working-class accents and manners are taken for granted as being 
charming.  The rapid-fire language is ribald and amusing, but the setting, outlook 
and sex-lives of the working-class portrayed in the films are subtly glamorised to 
conform to the image of swinging Britain.  However amusing, the world these films 
portray bears little resemblance to contemporary Britain.  Indeed, it is curious that 
at this time of crisis in Britain there are light-hearted, sexy films allegedly portraying 
society as it is.


15
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Sources for use with Question 2 (b)(i)


SOURCE 13
(From Dorothy Hobson, Soap Opera, published 2003)


In the late 1990s, Coronation Street examined the situation of transsexuals who 
wish to marry.  This was, potentially, one of the most contentious storylines which 
could be included in a mass audience series.  The reason why it could have been 
so contentious is that it is an example of an experience of life which is completely 
unknown to many people.  However, by introducing the character and letting the 
audience accept her and feel empathy with her, Granada was able to educate its 
audience.


20


25


SOURCE 14
(From Katherine Whitehorn, The Soap Opera, Mirror or Shaper of Society?, published 1988)


The way the police are portrayed on soap operas has gone through striking 
changes, from the unbribeable Dixon of Dock Green to Z Cars to The Bill.  Television 
has amplified what has gone on in society.  It has not made bad policemen nor is it 
responsible for our changing views of them.  It has simply reflected what is seen in 
reality and possibly affected what kind of people choose policing as a career. 30


SOURCE 15
(From an interview with Nick Farthing, Director of the Terrence Higgins Trust, an AIDS charity.  The 
Terrence Higgins Trust had worked with the scriptwriters on EastEnders to develop the storyline 
involving Mark Fowler becoming HIV positive.)


The inclusion of the storyline in EastEnders about Mark Fowler being HIV positive 
achieved more public awareness than any of our campaigns.  The storyline brought 
the issue and the true facts about the virus and its consequences, and how it could 
be managed, to more people than we could have reached by any other method.
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Sources for use with Question 2 (b)(ii)


SOURCE 16
(From Martha McCaughey, Cyberactivism, published 2003)


The internet is different from previous communications media that have influenced 
the nature and shape of political protest.  The internet is immediate, even more 
immediate than a daily newspaper.  It can be more interactive than TV.  The internet 
allows us to interact with others without our voices, faces and bodies.  The internet 
has made the individual more politically active.


35


SOURCE 17
(From an interview with ‘Blue’, a campaigner for the Save Lyminge Forest Campaign.  The campaign 
was set up in 1997 with the aim of preventing a holiday park being built on Lyminge Forest in East 
Kent.)


It helps a lot to have a website because you are reaching people, people who are 
like-minded and think the same way as you.  Basically, these people are becoming 
activists themselves.


40


SOURCE 18
(From an interview held in 1999 with the campaign coordinator for the Midland’s branch of Friends of 
the Earth.  Friends of the Earth is one of Britain’s largest environmental pressure groups.)


The internet adds to our ability to campaign, but the fundamental way that we are 
going to carry on campaigning is by engaging people on the street and putting 
our message out through the local media.  In a recent campaign we emailed 50,000 
people but only about 2,000 of these have become active participants.


45


Every effort has been made to contact the copyright holders where possible.  In some cases, every effort to contact 
copyright holders has been unsuccessful and Edexcel will be happy to rectify any omissions of acknowledgement 
at the first opportunity.
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6HI02/E – Britain in the Later 20th Century: Responding to Change

Choose EITHER E1 (Question 1) OR E2 (Question 2) for which you have been prepared.

E1 – British Political History, 1945–90: Consensus and Confl ict

Study the relevant sources in the Sources Insert.
Answer Question 1, parts (a) and (b).  There is a choice of questions in part (b).

You should start the answer to part (a) on page 4.
You should start the answer to part (b) (i) OR (b) (ii) on page 9.

Question 1

Answer part (a) and then answer EITHER part (b) (i) OR part (b) (ii).

(a) Study Sources 1, 2 and 3.

 How far do Sources 1, 2 and 3 suggest that, in the years 1945–59, the Conservative 
and Labour parties held radically different views on the nationalisation of British 
industry?

 Explain your answer, using the evidence of Sources 1, 2 and 3.
(20)

EITHER

(b) (i) Use Sources 4, 5 and 6 and your own knowledge.

  Do you agree with the view that the main reason for Labour’s victory over the 
Conservatives in the election of 1964 was the difference between the two party 
leaders?

  Explain your answer, using Sources 4, 5 and 6 and your own knowledge.
(40)

OR

(b) (ii) Use Sources 7, 8 and 9 and your own knowledge.

  Do you agree with the view that the main reason for Margaret Thatcher’s downfall 
was her decision to introduce the poll tax?

  Explain your answer, using Sources 7, 8 and 9 and your own knowledge.
(40)

(Total for Question 1 = 60 marks)
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6HI02/E – Britain in the Later 20th Century: Responding to Change

Choose EITHER E1 (Question 1) OR E2 (Question 2) for which you have been prepared.

E2 –  Mass Media, Popular Culture and Social Change in Britain since 1945

Study the relevant sources in the Sources Insert.
Answer Question 2, parts (a) and (b).  There is a choice of questions in part (b).

You should start the answer to part (a) on page 4.
You should start the answer to part (b) (i) OR (b) (ii) on page 9.

Question 2

Answer part (a) and then answer EITHER part (b) (i) OR part (b) (ii).

(a) Study Sources 10, 11 and 12.

 How far do Sources 10, 11 and 12 suggest that films in the late 1950s and 1960s 
presented working-class life as it really was?

 Explain your answer, using the evidence of Sources 10, 11 and 12.
(20)

EITHER

(b) (i) Use Sources 13, 14 and 15 and your own knowledge.

  Do you agree with the view that soap operas have reflected rather than shaped 
public opinion?

  Explain your answer, using Sources 13, 14 and 15 and your own knowledge.
(40)

OR

(b) (ii) Use Sources 16, 17 and 18 and your own knowledge.

  Do you agree with the view that the internet has resulted in people becoming 
more ‘politically active’ (Source 16, line 39)?

  Explain your answer, using Sources 16, 17 and 18 and your own knowledge.
(40)

(Total for Question 2 = 60 marks)
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Indicate which question you are answering by marking the box .  If you change your mind, 
put a line through the box  and then indicate your new question with a cross .

Chosen Question Number:

  Question 1 Question 2
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