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GCE History 6HI02 Option D
There were some very good responses to this examination, with a sizeable number of candidates able to 
combine effective source handling skills with focused deployment of accurate and relevant own knowledge 
to achieve marks at level 3 and above. It was encouraging to see that many of the issues which had been 
identified in the summer report as posing problems for students were no longer causes for concern. 
However, there were still some common errors which undermined the quality of students’ work and the 
purpose of the following comments is to offer some guidance for raising attainment. 

1. Some candidates continue to lose marks because they seem unaware of the skills that specific elements 
of the exam are addressing. Overall 3 assessment objectives are being addressed in the Unit 2 exam; part 
(a) addresses AO2a (analysis, cross-referencing and evaluation of source material) and part (b) addresses 
AO1 and AO2b (analysis and evaluation of how issues have been interpreted and represented, in relation to 
historical context). It is vital, therefore, that students appreciate the differences between these assessment 
objectives and understand which of the 3 AO’s is being tested in the two questions they are required to 
attempt.

2. The most common reason for low performance in the part (a) question was an inability to comprehend 
and interpret the source material effectively. Occasionally, this was the result of limited vocabulary. 
However, more often than not, it stemmed from rushed and careless reading. It is important that candidates 
take time to read the sources, both content and attributions, carefully and precisely. One of the key 
characteristics of high performing responses to part (a) questions is detailed cross-referencing and this, first 
and foremost, demands clarity and accuracy in source comprehension. 

3. One other area of confusion in the part (a) question surrounds the application of wider knowledge. 
Candidates cannot be rewarded for wider knowledge included in responses to part (a), since the questions 
target AO2 only. However, candidates should not ignore the historical context, or ‘pretend they know 
nothing’ outside the sources. At best, the placing of sources in a contextual vacuum may lead to a tendency 
to take them at face value and restrict responses to L1 or L2, or to speculation that is not focused on the 
defined enquiry. Therefore contextual awareness, especially an understanding of issues and attitudes, should 
be applied in order to help candidates:

See the implications of statements within a source and make inferences relating to the enquiry –

See the significance of the information given in the provenance of a source as a means of interpreting 
and evaluating the evidence offered by the source content. However, it should be emphasised that any 
references should be brief, and directly applied to developing arguments from the sources. 

Contextual knowledge therefore plays a role in enabling candidates to interpret and evaluate evidence in 
order to reach higher levels, but it cannot be rewarded by separate marks. A brief reference may be useful 
in explaining the implications of a particular piece of evidence or the significance of its provenance and 
therefore support higher level arguments within AO2. Longer passages of contextual knowledge are a waste 
of time and may actually lead the candidate away from the task – which is the analysis, interpretation and 
evaluation of evidence from the sources, in order to reach a judgement. However, candidates should not be 
discouraged from applying contextual awareness in handling the sources.
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4. For part (b) questions it is important that candidates appreciate what they are being asked to do. A Part 
(b) task focuses on combining and integrating evidence from sources with wider knowledge in order to 
evaluate a given statement or view, and develop a substantiated judgement on this basis. It, therefore, draws 
on a conceptual understanding that all historical judgements are, in fact, based upon interpretations. Thus, 
candidates should analyse the evidence of the source material to support and challenge the representation 
in the question. The sources should be approached as a set and there will be some cross-referencing 
of evidence between sources and/or between sources and contextual knowledge to develop relevant 
arguments. At higher levels, conflicting arguments will be evaluated by reference to context and provenance 
to attempt to establish an overall judgement. However, it is important here that candidates do not engage 
in formulaic or routine evaluation of provenance. Provenance need only be assessed where it helps to weigh 
up the quality of the evidence in relation to the claim under investigation. Thus, in the best responses 
discussion will proceed on the basis of reasoning from the sources and discriminating use of evidence that 
has been weighed and contextualised to examine conflicting arguments and reach a reasoned conclusion.

5.  Both part (a) and part (b) tasks are challenging, requiring candidates to engage in complex cross-
referencing and analysis. To meet the assessment objectives effectively requires careful preparation and 
it is noticeable that more and more of the higher performing scripts include substantial plans. It cannot, 
therefore, be stressed enough that thorough and detailed planning centred around the source material is a 
prerequisite for success in this unit.
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Question 1a

This was an accessible question and candidates were able to understand the basic message of all the sources 
and link them to the focus of the question. Many candidates were able to identify valid points relating 
to the provenance, with stronger answers demonstrating more awareness of the possibility of alternative 
approaches e.g. source 2 is apparently a private letter, but was also sent to a constituent, possibly negating 
any expectation of privacy.  A number of candidates worked through the sources sequentially, paraphrasing 
the content and making some links to the question. Some of these merely restated the provenance, but 
others were able to comment on it within this approach. Stronger responses engaged in direct cross 
referencing, contrasting the message of sources 1 and 3 with that of source 2. The best candidates addressed 
the sources as a set, demonstrating the nuances of the arguments and considering the provenance as 
part of the process in order to demonstrate the weight that can be assigned to each source in reaching a 
judgement. 
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Examiner Comments

This response engages in sustained cross referencing across all three sources. Despite one factual error, the 
provenance is considered in a way that demonstrates that the candidate is using it to judge the weight 
that can be given to each source. This is a secure level 4.
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Question 1(b)(i)

Answers were fairly evenly divided between the two options with slightly more attempting this question. 
The sources were accessible and candidates understood the basic line of argument that they presented. 
Better candidates were able to distinguish between the approaches taken in the different sources e.g. the 
different emphasis implied by the use of “arrogance” in sources 4 and 6. Many weaker responses worked 
through the sources sequentially, paraphrasing the content and making some links to the question. Some of 
these responses did display some evidence of contextual knowledge but a substantial number relied almost 
exclusively on what was contained in the sources. A number of candidates were able to distinguish between 
the public and private aspects of Parnell’s career, with many candidates addressing the Kitty O’Shea affair 
and concluding that despite the moral outrage at Parnell’s behaviour, he did not fundamentally damage the 
cause of Home Rule. Stronger answers were able to range across Parnell’s career, integrating the strands 
that were identified in the sources with developed arguments from their own knowledge and arriving at a 
reasoned conclusion. 
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Examiner Comments

This response approaches the question analytically, integrating the sources and own 
knowledge very well, especially in the first part of the response. It deals with a number 
of different elements of the argument. The sources are cross referenced in places and the 
points derived from the sources are well developed. Despite the fact that there is some 
repetition in the later stages of the response, this answer has done sufficient to be awarded 
level 4 for both assessment objectives.
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Question 1(b)(ii)

Answers were fairly evenly divided between the two options with slightly fewer attempting this question. 
The sources were accessible and candidates were able to understand their basic line of argument although 
some had difficulties with source 8. On the other hand, the high-minded nature of Redmond’s source was 
grasped by almost all candidates. Weaker responses tended to work through the sources sequentially, 
selecting points taken at face value from the sources and lacking the detailed knowledge required to develop 
them. Contextual knowledge tended to be generalised and because the sources were treated discretely, 
responses frequently did not develop contrasts between the conflicting groups. Stronger responses cross 
referenced sources 7 and 8 to demonstrate the existence of conflict and went on to compare this to the 
counter argument represented by Redmond in source 9. This would be integrated with contextual knowledge 
to develop the argument. Most candidates concentrated on the period immediately before the First World 
War, but some answers went back further in time. Either approach was a valid response to this question.
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Examiner Comments

This response sets off by looking at source 9 and then develops counter arguments that 
are derived from sources 7 and 8. It therefore tries to build an argument based around the 
sources and for that reason moves into low level 3 for AO2. However, there is only limited 
development of the arguments and contextual knowledge is very generalised so there is 
insufficient depth for this to be awarded level 3 for AO1.
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Question 2D

 Question 2a

Most candidates were able to understand the sources at face value although a small number believed that 
source 10 was written by an Indian. A number of candidates worked through the sources, paraphrasing the 
content and treating the sources as information rather than evidence. However, most candidates did make 
some links to the question and few failed to reach level 2. Some weaker responses did attempt to cross 
reference the sources, pointing to similarities between sources 10 and 11 and contrasting these to source 
12. In many cases however, this amounted to matching phrases rather than developing arguments. Stronger 
responses were able to go beyond surface detail to, for example, appreciate the significance of the need 
for the army, as referred to in source 11 or the fact that Indians were complicit in their own oppression, as 
referred to in source 12. 
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Examiner Comments

This response is a secure level 4. The candidate reaches a judgment by careful 
cross referencing of a range of issues that are considered across the sources. 
It does not use a formulaic approach to its examination of provenance; rather 
this is embedded in the argument in order to establish the weight that the 
sources can bear.
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Question 2(b)(i)

This was marginally the more popular of the two questions in this section. The sources provided candidates 
with a range of issues that they were able to explore. Weaker responses tended to take the sources at face 
value and paraphrase their content making some links to the question focus. Such responses often struggled 
to make source 14 relevant to their line of argument. Contextual knowledge in such responses was often 
generalised, in spite of some of the prompts that were provided by the sources, such as the reference to the 
partition of Bengal in source 13 or the reference to the Lucknow Pact in source 15. These were referred to, 
but the failure to develop these points beyond what was stated in the sources indicated a weak grasp on the 
context. Stronger responses were able to integrate the arguments from the sources with specific knowledge 
e.g. source 13 was used to develop a number of the counter arguments and was integrated with secure own 
knowledge to successfully demonstrate the shortcomings of British policy in the pre-war period and the 
impact of this on Indian desires for independence. This frequently led to well-judged conclusions about the 
relative weight of this factor as opposed to the stated factor of the impact of the First World War.
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Examiner Comments

This response demonstrates a strong question focus that is sustained throughout the response. It integrates 
the sources and a secure contextual knowledge to reach clearly argued conclusions. These attributes make 
this response a secure level 4 in AO1. The sources are constantly referenced with an understanding of the 
judgments that are contained in them, so the response also achieves level 4 for AO2. 
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Question 2(b)(ii)

This was marginally the less popular of the two questions in this section. The sources were generally well 
understood by candidates and were used to develop a range of factors that might be used to explain the 
reasons for the Partition of India. Weaker responses were heavily reliant on the content of the sources which 
they frequently paraphrased sequentially with little contextual knowledge to support the line of argument. 
This meant that they were unable to activate all of the prompts that the sources provided; this was 
particularly noticeable in the use that was made of source 18. Stronger responses were able to explore the 
range of alternative explanations that were provided by the sources and to develop these arguments with 
their own knowledge. They were often able to focus on the longer term disagreements between Hindus and 
Muslims which were clearly identified in both sources 16 and 17 and hinted at in 18 and to cross reference 
the sources with their own knowledge to strengthen the argument. They were also likely to consider the role 
of Mountbatten and Nehru’s attitude, as briefly referenced in source 18. By examining such a range, they 
were able to reach a clear judgment about the impact of the Second World War in causing the Partition of 
India.
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Examiner Comments

This response starts well; the introduction makes it clear that the candidate is aware of the need to consider 
different interpretations. In the course of the answer the candidate develops some of these interpretations 
demonstrating a secure contextual knowledge and making some use of the sources which are integrated into 
the line of argument. It is clear that the ideas expressed in the sources are used to help the candidate shape 
the argument. There is some attempt to cross reference the sources, although this is only done briefly. This 
response achieves level 4 for AO1 and is borderline level 3/4  for AO2. 
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6HI02 D Statistics

Mark Ranges and Award of Grades

Maximum Mark (Raw) Mean Mark Standard Deviation 

60 38.8 8.8

 

Grade Max. Mark A B C D E 

Raw boundary mark 60 47 42 37 33 29

Uniform boundary mark 100 80 70 60 50 40

% Candidates 20.6 37.9 62.1 79.4 88.5
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