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Choose EITHER D1 (Question 1) OR D2 (Question 2) for which you have been prepared.


D1 – Britain and Ireland, 1867–1922


Sources for use with Question 1 (a)


SOURCE 1
(From the Fenian Proclamation of an Irish Republic issued in 1867)


We have suffered centuries of outrage, enforced poverty and bitter misery.  An alien 
aristocracy seized our lands and all material wealth and trampled on our rights and 
liberties.  The real owners of the soil were removed to make room for cattle.  But 
we never lost the memory and hope of a national existence.  All men are born with 
equal rights.  We aim at founding a national Republic based on universal suffrage.  
We declare also in favour of absolute liberty of conscience and complete separation 
of Church and State.


1


5


SOURCE 2
(From a letter written in 1874 by Colonel E.J. Saunderson, a former Liberal and critic of the Orange 
Order, to the Unionist MP William Johnston.  Saunderson later became the leader of the Ulster 
Unionists in the House of Commons.)


The old political loyalties have lost their significance.  My political loyalties are 
Protestant, and I support the Protestant party.  I can define my political principles 
no other way.10


SOURCE 3
(From an article published in 1901 in The Leader, an Irish newspaper edited by the nationalist journalist, 
D.P. Moran)


We have been accused of believing that only a Catholic can be an Irishman.  We 
never said so and we do not think so.  But when we look at Ireland we see that 
those who believe we are a nation are, in fact, Catholic.  When we look back, we 
find also as a matter of fact, that those who stood during the last three hundred 
years for Ireland as a nation were mainly Catholic.  Those who have sought to 
corrupt them and trample on them were mainly non-Catholic and anglicised.  Such 
being the facts, the only thinkable solution of the Irish national problem is that one 
side gets on top and absorbs the other until we have one nation, or they develop 
independently.  Any genuine non-Catholic Irish must be reconciled to a Catholic 
atmosphere or turn Orangeman.


15


20
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Sources for use with Question 1 (b)(i)


SOURCE 4
(From a letter written in 1913 by Winston Churchill, then First Lord of the Admiralty in the Liberal 
government, to John Redmond, the leader of the Irish Party)


I do not believe that there is any real feeling against Home Rule in the Tory party, 
apart from the Ulster question.  But they hate the government and are bitterly 
desirous of turning it out, and see in the resistance of Ulster an extra-parliamentary 
force that they will not hesitate to use to the full.  I believe that something should 
be done to give the Protestant and Orange counties the option to delay for several 
years before joining the Irish parliament.


25


SOURCE 5
(From a letter written in November 1914 by John Dillon to the Under-Secretary for Ireland, Sir Matthew 
Nathan.  Dillon was an Irish MP and supporter of Home Rule.)


This war coming just before we finally secured Home Rule has created a position of 
terrible difficulty.  Yet we have retained the confidence and the support of about 
95% of the nationalists in Ireland, and secured their goodwill to England in this 
war.30


SOURCE 6
(From Henry Pelling, Modern Britain, published 1960)


Once the Home Rule Bill passed the Commons, the Conservative Party was 
determined to make the most of the Ulster problem in order to prevent its 
implementation.  The Liberals, on the other hand, were so dependent on the votes 
of the Irish nationalists that they could not afford the concessions Ulster needed.  
Therefore, between 1912 and 1914, the situation in Ireland steadily deteriorated 
and approached the brink of civil war.  Then, mercifully in the short term for Ireland, 
war broke out in Europe in August 1914.


35
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Sources for use with Question 1 (b)(ii)


SOURCE 7
(From the Manifesto upon which the Lloyd George coalition fought the election of November 1918)


There are two paths that are closed – the one leading to a complete severance of 
Ireland from the British Empire, and the other to the forcible submission of Ulster 
to a Home Rule Parliament against their will.40


SOURCE 8
(From W.O. Simpson, Changing Horizons, published 1986)


The 1920 Government of Ireland Act revealed how little the British government 
understood Irish aspirations.  It provided for separate parliaments in Dublin and 
Belfast, but the British government would retain control of war and peace, foreign 
affairs, customs and excise, the armed forces, law enforcement and agricultural 
policy.  The only encouraging feature was a Council of Ireland on which 20 
members of each parliament would sit, as a step towards eventual unification.  It 
was derisively dismissed by Sinn Féin as ‘a scheme for the plunder and partition 
of Ireland’ and grudgingly accepted in Ulster as a second best alternative to 
maintaining the Union.


45


SOURCE 9
(From a speech given by Michael Collins during debates on the 1921 Treaty in the Dail)


We have stated we would not coerce the northeast.  We have stated it officially in 
our correspondence.  I stated it publicly in Armagh and nobody has challenged me.  
What did we mean?  What is the point of useless phrases still mouthed by some, 
about not accepting the partition of our country?  Surely we recognise that the 
northeast does exist.  However, our intention was that we should take such steps 
as would sooner or later lead to mutual understanding, on lines that will lead very 
rapidly to goodwill and the entry of the northeast under the Irish parliament.


50


55
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Choose EITHER D1 (Question 1) OR D2 (Question 2) for which you have been prepared.


D2 – Britain and the Nationalist Challenge in India, 1900–47


Sources for use with Question 2 (a)


SOURCE 10
(From the report compiled by the Hunter Committee, a group of British lawyers sent out to India in 
November 1919 to investigate events at Amritsar)


General Dyer’s actions have been described as having saved the Punjab and 
averted a large-scale rebellion.  It does not, however, appear to us possible to draw 
this conclusion, particularly as it is not proven that any conspiracy had been formed 
to overthrow British power.  General Dyer acted beyond the necessity of the case, 
beyond what any reasonable man would have thought to be necessary.


1


5


SOURCE 11
(From General Dyer’s account of events at Amritsar in the Punjab on 13 April 1919.  Dyer and his troops 
had been sent to the area because of political unrest and he was expecting further trouble during a 
religious festival held at this time.  The Jallianwala Bagh was an area of parkland, used as a camp for 
pilgrims and also for open-air meetings.)


I entered the Jallianwala Bagh by a very narrow lane, and had to leave the armoured 
cars behind.  I saw a dense crowd, estimated at about 5,000.  I realised that my force 
was small, and that to hesitate might induce attack.  I immediately opened fire and 
dispersed the mob.  I estimated that about 200 to 300 of the crowd were killed.  My 
party fired 1,620 rounds.10


SOURCE 12
(From a letter presented to General Dyer when he left India in disgrace, by a deputation of European 
women calling themselves the ‘ladies of the Punjab’)


We desire to express our heartfelt gratitude for the firmness that you displayed in 
the crisis of last April.  We deplore the loss of life that occurred, but we believe it 
was your action that saved the Punjab and thereby preserved the honour and lives 
of hundreds of women and children.
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Sources for use with Question 2 (b)(i)


SOURCE 13
(From Rosemary Rees, India, 1900–47, published 2006)


The British had plenty of experience of violent protest in India.  But the diminutive 
Gandhi was something new: an English-trained barrister, a decorated veteran of 
the Boer war, and yet, a traditional holy man.  He called on Indians to harness 
satyagraha, or ‘soul force’ in passive resistance.  But there were many occasions 
when passive resistance became violent and in 1922 he abandoned the campaign, 
telling Nehru that the Indian people were not yet disciplined enough to make it 
work.  His later campaigns were better organised, and made life difficult for the 
British, but popular action did not provide effective solutions to India’s problems.


15


20


SOURCE 14
(A description of Gandhi’s political impact in the 1920s, taken from Jawaharlal Nehru’s autobiography, 
published 1936.  At the time Nehru was a young lawyer and supporter of Congress.)


He made astounding proposals, such as lawyers giving up their practice to live 
simply and everyone wearing hand-spun clothes made in villages – and the whole 
atmosphere changed.  Many of our older leaders were not quite clear what all this 
meant.  But he caught on so well with the Indian masses, that the older leaders 
were pulled towards him.  The thing that stood out about Gandhi was how he 
attracted people of different kinds.  He became a link between different groups 
from the poorest peasant, whom he always sought to represent, to princes and rich 
industrialists.


25


30


SOURCE 15
(From T.O. Lloyd, From Empire to Welfare State, published 1970)


Gandhi was the great apostle of non-violent civil disobedience.  Under his influence 
Congress became more militant.  His methods provided a new way to agitate and 
brought the support of thousands of Indian peasants, previously uninterested in 
politics.  But they did not make it any easier to find a workable form of government 
in which all interests were looked after.35
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Sources for use with Question 2 (b)(ii)


SOURCE 16
(From W.O. Simpson, Changing Horizons, published 1986)


Britain’s response to Indian aspirations after 1918 was slow, and delay built 
up frustration, allowing internal divisions to harden.  On the other hand, the 
Government of India Act of 1935 did provide a structure that might have proved 
workable had it not been for the religious divisions between Hindu and Muslim.  The 
Amritsar massacre, shameful as it was, should not blind us to the real efforts made 
by men like Montagu, Irwin and Hoare to set India on the road to self-government.  
But the indecent haste with which the partition of India was carried out must bear 
at least some of the responsibility for the unhappy aftermath of Independence.


40


SOURCE 17
(From Alan Campbell-Johnson, A Mission with Mountbatten, published 1951.  This was an eye-witness 
account, by a member of Mountbatten’s staff, of the last days of British India.)


Unity had been Britain’s greatest achievement in India, but by March 1947 the 
only alternatives were Partition or chaos.  Lord Mountbatten discovered from the 
leaders of the Muslim League that they would insist on Partition at all costs and 
fight a civil war rather than accept transfer of power to a Hindu majority union.  
Congress wanted unity, but not at the price of using force.


45


SOURCE 18
(From Rosemary Rees, India, 1900–47, published 2006)


The Cabinet Mission’s proposals for an All-India Union had been wrecked by Nehru’s 
promises to Congress, that once in power it could act as it pleased.  His cordial 
relations with the Mountbattens strengthened Jinnah’s view that Mountbatten had 
strong pro-Congress sympathies.  Against a background of mounting disorder and 
murderous violence in the Punjab, Mountbatten and his staff cobbled together 
plans for Partition.  They were desperate to please both sides.  They were desperate, 
too, to get out of India before the subcontinent went down in flames.


50


55


Every effort has been made to contact the copyright holders where possible.  In some cases, every effort to contact 
copyright holders has been unsuccessful and Edexcel will be happy to rectify any omissions of acknowledgement 
at the first opportunity.
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6HI02/D – The British Empire Challenged

Choose EITHER D1 (Question 1) OR D2 (Question 2) for which you have been prepared.

D1 – Britain and Ireland, 1867–1922

Study Sources 1 to 9.  Answer Question 1, parts (a) and (b).
There is a choice of questions in part (b).

You should start the answer to part (a) on page 4.
You should start the answer to part (b) (i) OR (b) (ii) on page 9.

Question 1

Answer part (a) and then answer EITHER part (b) (i) OR part (b) (ii).

(a) Study Sources 1, 2 and 3.

  How far do Sources 1, 2 and 3 suggest that the main obstacle to solving the Irish 
national problem was religion?

  Explain your answer, using the evidence of Sources 1, 2 and 3.
(20)

EITHER

(b) (i) Use Sources 4, 5 and 6 and your own knowledge.

  Do you agree with the view that the main reason for the failure to find a peaceful 
solution to the problems in Ireland in 1914 was the outbreak of the First World 
War?

  Explain your answer, using the evidence of Sources 4, 5 and 6 and your own 
knowledge.

(40)

OR

(b) (ii) Use Sources 7, 8 and 9 and your own knowledge.

  Do you agree with the view that, by 1918, the eventual Partition of Ireland was 
already accepted as inevitable?

  Explain your answer, using Sources 7, 8 and 9 and your own knowledge.
(40)

(Total for Question 1 = 60 marks)
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6HI02/D – The British Empire Challenged

Choose EITHER D1 (Question 1) OR D2 (Question 2) for which you have been prepared.

D2 – Britain and the Nationalist Challenge in India, 1900–47

Study Sources 10 to 18.  Answer Question 2, parts (a) and (b).
There is a choice of questions in part (b).

You should start the answer to part (a) on page 4.
You should start the answer to part (b) (i) OR (b) (ii) on page 9.

Question 2

Answer part (a) and then answer EITHER part (b) (i) OR part (b) (ii).

(a) Study Sources 10, 11 and 12.

  How far does the evidence of Sources 11 and 12 support the judgement of the 
Hunter Committee presented in Source 10?

  Explain your answer, using the evidence of Sources 10, 11 and 12.
(20)

EITHER

(b) (i) Use Sources 13, 14 and 15 and your own knowledge.

  Do you agree with the view that the progress that had been made towards Indian 
independence by 1939 owed little to the methods and leadership provided by 
Gandhi? 

  Explain your answer, using the evidence of Sources 13, 14 and 15 and your own 
knowledge.

 (40)

OR

(b) (ii) Use Sources 16, 17 and 18 and your own knowledge.

  Do you agree with the view that the violence and brutality associated with the 
partition of India was mainly the fault of the ‘indecent haste’ with which Britain 
carried out the last stages of Independence (Source 16, line 42)?

  Explain your answer, using Sources 16, 17 and 18 and your own knowledge.
 (40)

(Total for Question 2 = 60 marks)
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Indicate which question you are answering by marking the box .  If you change your mind, 
put a line through the box  and then indicate your new question with a cross .

Chosen Question Number:

  Question 1 Question 2
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