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6521F - Paper 1F

The Seeds of Evil: the Rise of National Socialism in Germany to 1933

Study Sources 1-6 below and then answer Question 1 parts (a) and (b) in the question paper.
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SOURCE 1
(From Sefton Delmer, The Germans and I, published in 1936. Delmer was a British journalist
working in Berlin who witnessed the Reichstag fire on 27 February 1933.)

Twenty to thirty minutes after the fire was discovered, Hitler said to von Papen, ‘this is a God
given signal. If this fire turns out to be the handiwork of the Communists, then there is nothing
that shall stop us from crushing out the murderous pest with an iron fist’.

That evening Hitler said to von Papen as they walked side by side through the burning building,
‘God grant that this be the work of the Communists’.

SOURCE 2
(From Franz von Papen, Memoirs, published in 1952.)

The Nazis, having told Hindenburg that the fire was intended as the God-given signal for a
Communist uprising, convinced him that the Communist threat was genuine. Whether or not
the Nazis were responsible for starting the fire, they certainly gained a great tactical victory
over both their political opponents and their allies. I still have an open mind as to how the fire
started. I admit it would have been impossible for van der Lubbe to set fire to so many different
parts of the building in so short a time.

SOURCE 3

(From the memoirs of Rudolf Diels, published in 1950. Diels was Head of the Prussian
political police and one of the first senior officers to arrive at the Reichstag. Diels was not a
Nazi and was dismissed from his post in 1934.)

A few officers from my department were already engaged in interrogating Marinus van der
Lubbe. I read the Communist leaflets that he carried with him in his trouser pockets. They
were of the kind that were being publicly distributed. The frank confessions of van der Lubbe
convinced me that such a little fire-raiser, who knew his crazy business so well, needed no
helpers. Why shouldn’t just a single match suffice to set light to the cold, flammable pomp of
the chamber, the old furniture and heavy curtains of the Reichstag?

SOURCE 4
(From J. R. Pollock, The German Reichstag elections of November 1930, published in the USA
in 1930. Pollock was a US professor of politics.)

The most outstanding feature of the 1930 Reichstag election was the unprecedented gains of
the National Socialists led by Hitler. It is very difficult to explain why its number of seats in
the Reichstag rose from 12 to 107. Its campaign talk was the sheerest drivel. Never even at
home have I heard such nonsense. Its leaders talk of the ‘Third Reich’, a confused mystical
idea, where there will be no capitalists, no trade unions, no Jews. With the utmost emotion,
they pelted the poor kindly German middle classes, from whom they gained most support, with
cheap and vulgar but entrancing words.
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SOURCE 5
(From Richard Bessel, The Nazi Capture of Power, published in 2004.)

Violence had been a feature of Nazi politics from the start. In the Beer Halls of Munich in the
1920s, Nazi storm-squads were ever present at the movement’s rallies. When members of the
SA were found guilty of the murder of a communist in Potempa in August 1932, Hitler publicly
declared his ‘unlimited loyalty’ to the condemned men. Hitler, the leader of Germany’s largest
party, declared his solidarity with a band of convicted murderers.

SOURCE 6
(From Richard Evans, The Coming of the Third Reich, published in 2004.)

The rise of unemployment was frighteningly swift. By the winter of 1930-31 there were
already five million unemployed; the figure rose to six million a year later. At the beginning
of 1932 it was reported that the unemployed and their dependants made up about a fifth of the
entire German population.
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6521F - Paper 1F
The Seeds of Evil: the Rise of National Socialism in Germany to 1933
Question 1
(a) Use Sources 1, 2 and 3.

How far do these three sources suggest that the Communist party was responsible for the
Reichstag fire on 27 February 19337

Explain your answer, using these three sources.
(20)

(b) Use Sources 4, 5 and 6 and your own knowledge.

Do you agree with the view that Nazi electoral success in the period 1929-32 was primarily due
to violence and intimidation?

Explain your answer, using these three sources and your own knowledge.
(40)

(Total 60 marks)
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Start your answer to part (a) on page 3. Start your answer to part (b) on page 8.
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