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Study Sources 1-6 below and answer Question 1 parts (a) and (b) in the question paper.
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SOURCE 1
(From P. Adam, The Arts of the Third Reich, published in 1992.)

The rallies expressed power, order and solemnity. The massed audiences became part of the
stage set in a gigantic happening, a communal celebration that eliminated the brain and led to
ecstasy. The timing of pauses and the stage management of climaxes were as important as the
music and the banners. There was no casual spectator. Everyone played a part. Discipline,
obedience, self-sacrifice, loyalty, duty — these were the highest virtues. Hitler’s message was
always of the same triviality. It is hard to understand how he was able to convince anyone with
his ideas, yet his success was overwhelming.

SOURCE 2
(Part of a speech made by Hitler to the Reichstag on 23 March 1933.)

Simultaneously with this political purification of our public life, the Government of the Reich
will undertake a thorough moral purging of the nation. The entire educational system, the
theatre, the cinema, the literature, the press and the wireless, all these will be used as a means
to this end and valued accordingly. They must all serve for the maintenance of the eternal
values present in the essential character of our people. Blood and race will once more become
the source of artistic inspiration.

SOURCE 3
(From a report, taken down in shorthand at the time, of a meeting on the Jewish question,
chaired by Goering, on 12 November 1938.)

Gentlemen! Today’s meeting is of a decisive nature. I have received a letter written on the
Fuhrer’s orders, requesting that the Jewish question be now, once and for all, co-ordinated and
solved one way or another. Yesterday, once again, the Fuhrer phoned me and asked me to take
co-ordinated action in this matter.

Since the problem is mainly an economic one, it is from the economic angle that it will have
to be tackled. Naturally, a number of legal measures will have to be taken which fall into
the sphere of the Minister for Justice and into that of the Minister of the Interior; and certain
propaganda measures will be taken care of by the Minister for Propaganda.
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SOURCE 4
(From Alan Bullock, Hitler: a Study in Tyranny, published in 1952.)

It was to the conquest of Eastern Europe and Russia that Hitler looked for the opportunity to
build his New Order, the empire of the Herrenvolk based upon the slave labour of the inferior
races. Such plans involved the movement of populations, the deliberate depression of whole
races to a lower standard of life and civilization, the denial of any chance of education or
medical facilities, even, in the case of the Jews, their systematic extermination. From speeches
as early as 1922, through the Nuremberg Laws of 1935 and the pogrom of the autumn of 1938
to the destruction of the Warsaw Ghetto and the death camps of Mauthausen and Auschwitz,
Hitler’s purpose was plain and unwavering. He meant to carry out the extermination of the
Jewish race in Europe, using the word ‘extermination’ in a precise and literal sense as the
deliberate policy of the German state. And he very largely succeeded.

SOURCE 5
(From J. Noakes and G. Pridham, Nazism 1919-1945, published in 1984.)

The Nazis had made little attempt to prepare a detailed programme of anti-Jewish measures
which could be implemented on their coming to power. They were determined to exclude the
Jews from German life, but little thought had been given to how this was to be achieved. The
fact that the Jew was regarded as a figure of total evil, as an abstraction, meant that partial
measures excluding Jews from this or that sphere of German life were in a sense irrelevant. The
totality of this ‘evil’ implied from the start a total solution, although there is no real evidence
that the Nazis had any clear idea what form such a total solution should take until very much
later.

SOURCE 6
(From Daniel Goldhagen, Hitler s Willing Executioners, published in 1996.)

Hitler and the Nazis’ desire to eliminate the Jews was, even before they gained power, clear
and constant. However, the evolution of their immediate intentions and actual policies towards
the Jews was not consistent and unambiguous. This is not surprising. A regime had come to
power determined to undertake a task — the elimination of Jews from all spheres of social life
in Germany and from their capacity to harm Germany — that was enormously complex and
difficult, and that was without precedent in modern times. It was a task that had to be carried
out under a variety of constraints and concurrently with competing, if not conflicting, goals.
The Nazis had assumed power under trying circumstances in the middle of a depression, beset
by hostile outside powers and with a number of revolutionary goals in mind. It is unrealistic
to expect any regime in this situation to have pursued the goal of eliminating Jewry from
Germany, from Europe, from the world, without making compromises and adjustments, or
without deferring long-term goals in favour of short or medium term gains in other areas.
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Question 1
(a) Use Sources 1, 2 and 3 and your own knowledge.
What was the purpose of propaganda in the Nazi state in the years 1933-39?
Explain your answer, using the evidence of these three sources and your own
knowledge.
(20)
(b) Use Sources 2, 3,4, 5 and 6 and your own knowledge.
How far do you agree with the view that the policy of Hitler and the Nazi State towards
the Jews was ‘plain and unwavering’ (Source 4, line 29) in the years 1933—-45?
Explain your answer, using the evidence of these five sources and your own knowledge.
(40) Q1

(Total 60 marks)
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Answer part (a) on page 3. Answer part (b) on page 10.
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