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Study Sources 1-6 below and answer Question 1 parts (a) and (b) in the question paper.
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SOURCE 1
(An anonymous pamphlet published by Hitler’s opponents in the NSDAP after he replaced
Anton Drexler in April 1921.)

It grows more clear that Hitler’s purpose is simply to use the National Socialist Party as a
springboard for his own immoral purposes, and to seize the leadership in order to force the
Party onto a different track. This is most clearly shown by an ultimatum that he sent to the
Party leaders in which he demands that he shall have a sole and absolute dictatorship of the
Party, and that the Committee, including the locksmith Anton Drexler, the founder and leader
of the Party, should retire.

SOURCE 2
(From a speech by Adolf Hitler in Munich on 18 September 1922.)

We must call to account the November criminals of 1918. It cannot be that two million
Germans should have fallen in vain and afterwards one should sit down as friends at the same
table with traitors. No, we do not pardon, we demand — Vengeance!

SOURCE 3
(Hitler speaking to the specially constituted ‘People’s Court’ in Munich, February 1924. This
is Hitler’s closing speech at his trial for his part in the Munich Beer Hall Putsch.)

The man who is born to be dictator is not compelled. He wills it. He is not driven forward,
but drives himself. There is nothing immodest about this. Is it immodest for a worker to drive
himself toward heavy labour? The man who feels called upon to govern a people has no right
to say, ‘If you want me summon me, I will co-operate’. No, it is his duty to step forward and
overthrow the corrupt system.

SOURCE 4
(From The Goebbels Diaries. Here he is writing about 30 May 1932.)

The bomb has exploded. Briining presented the resignation of the entire Cabinet to the President
at noon. The system has begun to crumble. The President has accepted the resignation. The
Fiihrer must return to Berlin at once.

The President wished to see him in the course of the afternoon. We are delighted.

The conference with the President went off well. The S.A. prohibition is going to be cancelled.
Uniforms are to be allowed again.

Von Papen is likely to be appointed Chancellor. The poll! It is the people we want. We are
entirely satisfied.
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SOURCE 5
(From Jane Jenkins and Edgar Feuchtwanger, Hitler s Germany, published in 2000.)

In November 1932, a group of leading industrialists put pressure on Hindenburg to create some
form of authoritarian nationalist regime with mass support. This was a plea to Hindenburg
to trust Hitler. The industrialists wrote ‘we recognise in the national movement which has
penetrated our people the beginning of a new era. This creates an essential basis for a rebirth
of the German economy’.

SOURCE 6
(From Martin Collier and Peter Pedley, Hitler and the Nazi State, published in 2005.)

The number of votes for the Nazi Party surged to a peak of 37.3 per cent in the election of
July 1932. These votes came from across the class and gender range and made the Nazi Party
a true Volkspartei (People’s Party). For significant numbers of the German population, a vote
for the Nazis was primarily a protest against the failures of the parties of the Weimar Republic
and the political system itself. It was in this protest vote and the breadth of Nazi support that
the Nazis’ success lay.
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Question 1
(a) Study Sources 1, 2 and 3.
How far do these three sources support the view that, in the years 1921-24, Hitler sought
control of the Nazi Party only to gain personal power?
Explain your answer, using these three sources.
(20)
(b) Use Sources 4, 5 and 6 and your own knowledge.
Do you agree with the view that intrigue among the leading members of Germany’s
political and business establishments was primarily responsible for Hitler’s rise to power
in the years 1932-33?
Explain your answer, using these three sources and your own knowledge.
(40) Q1

(Total 60 marks)
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