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Russia in Revolution, 1905–17


Study Sources 1–6 below and answer Question 1 parts (a) and (b) in the question paper.


  SOURCE 1
  (From John Reed, Ten Days that Shook the World, published in 1926.  Reed, a US journalist, 


was in Petrograd in October 1917.  Here Reed is writing about the meeting on the 30 October 
when the Bolshevik Central Committee voted in favour of an insurrection.)


  Alone of the party intellectuals, Lenin and Trotsky stood for insurrection.  Even the military 
men opposed it.  A vote was taken.  Insurrection was defeated.  Then arose a rough workman.  
‘I speak for the Petrograd proletariat, we are in favour of insurrection.  Have it your own 
way, but I tell you now that if you allow the Soviets to be destroyed, we are through with the 
Bolsheviks.’ After this they voted again.  Insurrection won.  


  SOURCE 2
  (From Leon Trotsky, The History of the Russian Revolution, published in 1933.  In October 


1917 Trotsky was the military co-ordinator for the Bolsheviks.) 


  Had I not been present in 1917 in Petrograd, the October Revolution would still have taken 
place, on the condition that Lenin was present and in command.  If neither Lenin nor I had been 
present, there would have been no October Revolution: the leadership of the Bolshevik Party 
would have prevented it from occurring.  Of this I have not the slightest doubt.


  SOURCE 3
  (An article published in Pravda, the Bolshevik newspaper, in November 1918 by Josef Stalin, 


a leading Bolshevik.) 


  From beginning to end, the insurrection was inspired by the Bolsheviks’ Central Committee, 
with Lenin at its head.  The entire work of the practical organisation of the uprising was carried 
out under the immediate direction of Trotsky, chairman of the Petrograd Soviet.  It can be 
stated with certainty that the party was indebted first and foremost to Trotsky for the Petrograd 
garrison’s prompt going over to the Soviet and the efficient manner in which the work of the 
Military Revolutionary Committee was organised.


  SOURCE 4
  (From The Manifesto of Abdication by Nicholas II issued on 2 March 1917.)


  Popular domestic upheavals threaten to reflect disastrously on the further conduct of a sustained 
war.  The fate of Russia, the honour of her heroic army, the good of her people demand this 
war to be waged to a victorious conclusion no matter what.  Therefore in agreement with the 
Duma we have recognised it as good to abdicate the throne of the Russian state.
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  SOURCE 5
  (From A. Kerensky, The Crucifixion of Liberty.  These memoirs were published in 1934.)


  Tsar Nicholas II merely believed what his father had instilled into him; there would be no 
Russia without autocracy.  Russia and the autocracy were one.  The daily work of the monarch 
he found intolerably boring.  He could not stand listening long or seriously to ministers’ reports 
on the war, or reading them.  When it came to defending his divine right, his usual indifference 
left him; he became cunning, obstinate and cruel, merciless at times towards those he perceived 
to be a threat to Russia.


  SOURCE 6
  (From John Daborn, Russia: Revolution and Counter-Revolution, published in 2001.)


  Certainly the Tsar seemed to have learned few lessons from the near disaster of 1904–5.  He 
consistently fired or distrusted able ministers like Witte and Stolypin, replacing them with 
incompetents like Goremykin.  He refused to recognise the Duma as a future partner in 
government and changed the electoral laws to give a massive over-representation to the nobility.  
Finally, the series of political strikes, which had been building up since 1915, exploded into 
food riots and a wave of strikes in February 1917.  Tsarism, having promised reforms in 1905 
to get out of a similar situation, had nothing to offer this time.
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Russia in Revolution, 1905–17

Question 1

(a) Study Sources 1, 2 and 3.

 How far do these three sources suggest that Trotsky was the key figure in the Bolshevik 
seizure of power in October 1917?

 Explain your answer, using these three sources.
(20)

(b) Use Sources 4, 5 and 6 and your own knowledge.

 Do you agree with the view that Tsar Nicholas II’s personal inadequacies were responsible 
for the downfall of the Romanov dynasty in February 1917?

 Explain your answer, using these three sources and your own knowledge.
(40)

TOTAL FOR PAPER 1E: 60 MARKS 

Answer part (a) on page 3.  Answer part (b) on page 8.

Q1

(Total 60 marks)
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