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6521B - Paper 1B

The World Turned Upside Down: Monarchy and Republic in England, 164253

Study Sources 1-6 below and answer Question 1 parts (a) and (b) in the question paper.
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SOURCE 1
(From a statement by Thomas, Lord Fairfax, Lord General of the parliamentary forces, a
member of the General Council of Army Officers, 16 November 1648.)

The excellent Justice being done for the punishment of Charles I and the rest of the royalist
supporters may, if they accept their guilt, have mercy extended to them. If the King could
demonstrate that he was not guilty of prosecuting war for selfish reasons, then he should be
acquitted. If Parliament, or any particular party in the Kingdom, have caused or continued
the war for private interests of their own, then the Guilt and Blame should be laid where it is
due.

SOURCE 2
(From John Canne, The Golden Rule, or Justice Advanced, published 16 February 1649. John
Canne was a Puritan minister.)

In a hostile and public way Charles I had murdered many thousands of his best subjects by
giving Warrants and Commissions in the Army to Atheists and Papists. Charles personally
appeared in many battles to destroy the people, caused sundry villages, towns and cities to be
ruined by fire, plunder and rapine. He authorised villainous pirates of other nations to rob and
kill his own subjects.

SOURCE 3
(From The Moderate, published in February 1649. The Moderate was a Leveller-influenced
publication.)

The execution of Charles I was not popular. The King had made the people so used to the
corruption of justice, that when they viewed justice impartially executed they were confused
and thought it cruel. Yet the people forgot that kings needed to be held accountable, just as
the poor had been. By upholding the law and prosecuting the King, parliament had done just
that.

SOURCE 4
(From the memoirs of Bulstrode Whitelocke, an MP and lawyer, reporting a private conversation
with Cromwell held in late 1652. These memoirs were not published until 1682.)

Cromwell: As for the Members of Parliament, the army begins to doubt them. Parliament’s
pride and ambition, the MPs’ delays of business and plans to keep themselves in office, as well
as the scandalous lives of some of the chief of them, give many reasons for people to speak
out against them. So unless there be some authority with the power to restrain them and keep
things in better order, it will be impossible to prevent our ruin.
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SOURCE 5
(From Ronald Hutton, The British Republic, published in 1990.)

At the moment that he ordered MPs from Parliament, Cromwell turned his considerable
importance in British politics into an absolute dominance which was to last until his death.
Repeatedly, he would strive for compromise, but as soon as an event appeared inevitable,
such as the dissolution of the purged Parliament, he would seize control of the process, and so
reassert his authority.

SOURCE 6
(From Conrad Russell, The Crisis of Parliaments, English History 1509—1660, published in
1992.)

The Rump’s claims to represent the people were highly dubious. They were extremely
unpopular in the country at large, never dared to face an election and fell foul of the old
complaint of administrative corruption.
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6521B - Paper 1B
The World Turned Upside Down: Monarchy and Republic in England,
1642-53
Question 1
(a) Study Sources 1, 2 and 3.
How far do these three sources suggest that even the King’s opponents were not convinced
of the need to execute Charles 1?
Explain your answer, using these three sources.
(20)
(b) Use Sources 4, 5 and 6 and your own knowledge.
Do you agree with the view that the Rump was dissolved purely to satisfy Cromwell’s
political ambitions?
Explain your answer, using these three sources and your own knowledge.
(40) Q1

(Total 60 marks)
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Answer part (a) on page 3. Answer part (b) on page 8.
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