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2
(a) Text 1. What is meant by the term ‘cohabiting’?

............................................................................................................................................. [2]
(b) Fig. 1. Identify two trends for childless women.

............................................................................................................................................. [2]
(c) Identify and explain three reasons why a couple may choose voluntary childlessness.

............................................................................................................................................. [6]
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(d) Outline the process you would follow to use questionnaires as a qualitative primary research
method when investigating the reasons why couples cohabit.

[Total: 20]
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2 (a) Fig. 3. The birth rate has fallen in the last 40 years. Identify two possible reasons other than
birth control/contraception for this trend.

(b) Identify and explain two ways a decline in the birth rate can influence family structure in
society today.

(c) Fig. 2. To what extent does Fig. 2 suggest that babies are being born outside of ‘stable
relationships’?
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(d) Identify and explain two possible advantages to society of a decline in the birth rate.
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(f) Fig. 2 and Fig. 3. Suggest three reasons why the data is likely to be reliable.

[Total: 30]
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3 (a) Fig. 4. Identify and explain three trends in employment rates of males and females.

(b) Text 2. Explain possible reasons why the age of the youngest child has no impact on the
likelihood of men being employed yet it does affect the employment rate of women.
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(c) ldentify four ways government policy supports lone parents in the employment market.

[Total: 20]
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4 (a) Text 3. Identify one reason for the decrease in civil partnerships between 2007 and 2008.

............................................................................................................................................. [1]
(b) Identify one reason for the small numbers of civil partnerships in Northern Ireland.

............................................................................................................................................. [1]
(c) Fig. 5. Identify and explain two trends/patterns in the data for civil partnerships.

............................................................................................................................................. [4]

(d) Discuss possible reasons why civil partnership agreements are felt to be necessary by single
sex couples.

© OCR 2012



[Total: 15]
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5 Discuss the advantages and disadvantages of using unstructured interviews with couples to
discover their attitudes to division of household tasks within their family.
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[Total: 15]
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Please use these pages if additional space for answers is required.
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