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Edexcel and BTEC Qualifications 
Edexcel and BTEC qualifications come from Pearson, the world’s leading 
learning company. We provide a wide range of qualifications including 

academic, vocational, occupational and specific programmes for employers. 
For further information, please call our GCE line on 0844 576 0025, our 

GCSE team on 0844 576 0027, or visit our qualifications website at 
www.edexcel.com. For information about our BTEC qualifications, please call 

0844 576 0026, or visit our website at www.btec.co.uk. 
 
If you have any subject specific questions about this specification that 

require the help of a subject specialist, you may find our Ask The Expert 
email service helpful.  

 
Ask The Expert can be accessed online at the following link:  
 

http://www.edexcel.com/Aboutus/contact-us/  
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Our aim is to help everyone progress in their lives through education. We 

believe in every kind of learning, for all kinds of people, wherever they are 

in the world. We’ve been involved in education for over 150 years, and by 

working across 70 countries, in 100 languages, we have built an 

international reputation for raising achievement through innovation in 

education. Find out more about how we can help you and your students at: 

www.pearson.com/uk 
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General comments  

For this unit the assessment evidence required consists of a report on a 

research project carried out by the learner. Most learners had chosen an 
appropriate topic that was related to health and social care, and had 

attempted to address all the assessment requirements of the unit. A range 
of topics had been chosen that covered all four user-groups/settings.  
Lifestyle issues that influence the health and well-being of young people 

were popular, such as smoking, binge drinking, and STDs.   
 

Some learners had made poor topic choices and researched subjects that 
were not relevant to the health and social care field, or were too broad or 
general to be focused on successfully.  Learners should be encouraged to 

choose a topic that has clear direct relevance to the field of health and 
social care.  Section 10.1 of the unit specifications, ‘The aims and use of 

research in health and social care’, should help learners to understand the 
sort of topics and approaches that may appropriately be called health and 
social care research. 

 
Assessment Objective 1 

In Assessment Objective 1 learners need to select an appropriate topic, 
consider different research methods, and explain and justify the methods 

they have chosen to use.  In some reports explanation of choices was 
lacking.  Overall a range of research methods was used by learners.  Most 
had used some form of questionnaire, but there was also use of interviews, 

observations, experiments, and other methods.  Some learners had put an 
overemphasis on secondary research, at the expense of their own primary 

research which is a main focus of the unit.  Learners who had apparently 
been directed to use a particular set of methods often showed limited 
understanding of the advantages, disadvantages and overall rationale of 

each method they employed.  Learners should look into a range of research 
methods and explain how their choice of methods makes sense in relation 

to characteristics of their research project. This allows them to show 
knowledge and understanding in their research planning. 
 

Assessment Objective 2 
In Assessment Objective 2 most learners had created useful research tools, 

and some were very well considered.  Pilot questionnaires had often been 
used. Centres are reminded though that the use of a pilot questionnaire 
does not, in itself, automatically qualify work for Mark Band 3 in this 

Assessment Objective. Overall most learners have put considerable effort 
into this aspect of their work. 

 
Assessment Objective 3 
In Assessment Objective 3 the analysis of results was excellent in some 

reports with clear, well labelled, graphs, tables and charts accompanied by 
clear explanation. However a number of learners had provided only a 

superficial analysis, or had merely stated some of their results with little or 
no analysis offered.  Learners are advised to plan their data analysis when 
they make decisions about the data they intend to collect and the methods 

to be used. This can help to ensure that the data they collect can be dealt 
with logically and systematically in the final report. 



 

Assessment Objective 4 
The evaluations in Assessment Objective 4 were generally the weakest part 

of most reports. Learners who had good understanding were able to 
evaluate their work in a balanced way, recognising both strengths and 

limitations.  In some reports evaluations were about aspects of the topic 
itself.  Learners need to be reminded that evaluations need to be about the 
research they have carried out, not its subject.  Learners should be 

encouraged to consider the limitations as well as the strengths of their 
research to help them develop an evaluation.  Some learners had included 

generic, theoretical statements about the role of research in health and 
social care that were not linked to the rest of their research report.  
Learners understanding of the role of research would be best demonstrated 

by setting their own research in the context of the broader world of 
research through recognition of its constraints and limitations. 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 



 

Grade Boundaries 
Grade boundaries for this, and all other papers, can be found on the website 

on this link: 
http://www.edexcel.com/iwantto/Pages/grade-boundaries.aspx 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 

Further copies of this publication are available from 

Edexcel Publications, Adamsway, Mansfield, Notts, NG18 4FN 

 

Telephone 01623 467467 

Fax 01623 450481 

Email publication.orders@edexcel.com 

Order Code UA030125 January 2012 

 

 

For more information on Edexcel qualifications, please visit  
www.edexcel.com/quals 

 

 
Pearson Education Limited. Registered company number 872828  
with its registered office at Edinburgh Gate, Harlow, Essex CM20 2JE  


