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TOPICS AND TEXTS
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Additional materials: Answer booklet.
Use of dictionaries is not allowed in the examination.
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INSTRUCTIONS TO CANDIDATES

Write your name, Centre number and candidate number in the spaces provided
on the answer bhooklet,

There are tweo sections in this paper.
Section 1: Reading Comprehension and Translation
Section 2; Topics and Texts

Write your answers in the separate answer booklet provided.

INFORMATION FOR CANDIDATES.

Section:1 carries 25 marks and Section:2 carries 75 marks.
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The indian government was this week forced to release a report saying the
Taj Mahal would not be closed to visitors because of damage being done to
the historic monument which is cne of the wonders of the world.

Reports from India say marble steps and stones have cracked through the
sheer weight of numbers of visitors, and poliution from vehicies, brick-works
and Agra's many factories making iron products.  Afthough 260 of the
factories were ordered to be closed by the Supreme Court unless they
switched from charcoal to gas, the damage has been done.

However, the Govemment statement denied speculation suggesting closure.
The Archaological Survey of india confirms it is not contempiating such action.
106

The Taj Mahal was built by 20,000 labourers commissioned by the 17th
century Emperor Shah Jahan for his favourite wife, Mumtaz - the couple are
buried at the base of the building.

{Extract from: Gujarat Samachar [Asian Voice] 20 Nov. 1998 page 21)
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