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Introduction

Background

A new structure of assessment for A Level has been introduced, for first teaching from September 2008. Some of the changes include:

· The introduction of stretch and challenge (including the new A* grade at A2) – to ensure that every young person has the opportunity to reach their full potential

· The reduction or removal of coursework components for many qualifications – to lessen the volume of marking for teachers

· A reduction in the number of units for many qualifications – to lessen the amount of assessment for learners

· Amendments to the content of specifications – to ensure that content is up-to-date and relevant.

OCR has produced an overview document, which summarises the changes to Government and Politics. This can be found at www.ocr.org.uk, along with the new specification.
In order to help you plan effectively for the implementation of the new specification we have produced this Scheme of Work and Sample Lesson Plans for Government and Politics. These Support Materials are designed for guidance only and play a secondary role to the Specification.  
Our Ethos

All our Support Materials were produced ‘by teachers for teachers’ in order to capture real life current teaching practices and they are based around OCR’s revised specifications. The aim is for the support materials to inspire teachers and facilitate different ideas and teaching practices.
Each Scheme of Work and set of sample Lesson Plans is provided in:

· PDF format – for immediate use

· Word format – so that you can use it as a foundation to build upon and amend the content to suit your teaching style and students’ needs.

The Scheme of Work and sample Lesson plans provide examples of how to teach this unit and the teaching hours are suggestions only. Some or all of it may be applicable to your teaching. 
The Specification is the document on which assessment is based and specifies what content and skills need to be covered in delivering the course. At all times, therefore, this Support Material booklet should be read in conjunction with the Specification. If clarification on a particular point is sought then that clarification should be found in the Specification itself.
A Guided Tour through the Scheme of Work
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	Government and Politics H495: Political Ideas and Concepts in Practice F856

	Suggested teaching time
	8 hours
	Topic
	Democracy in practice

	Topic outline
	Suggested teaching and homework activities 
	Suggested resources
	Points to note

	The operation of modern forms of democracy particularly liberal democracy 
	· Refresh theory coverage of the basis of democracy.
· Discussion on the balance between liberalism and democracy in practice – identifying aspects of modern systems that reflect each concept.
· Comparison between the operation of liberal democracy in the UK and US (presidential vs. Westminster model of liberal democracy).
· Internet research on US model of democracy.
	· PowerPoint presentation on democracy in practice.
· ‘Politics’ – Heywood.
· ‘Democracy in the UK’ – Cole.
· ‘Political ideologies’ – McNaughton.
· Politics Review Articles and Talking Politics articles on Democracy.
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These texts can be used throughout the teaching of this topic.
· Use of ICT skills through Internet research.
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The use of elements of direct democracy in practice
	· Highlight themes underpinning the use of direct democracy.
· Discuss domestic and international use of referenda, initiatives, town hall democracy, citizens’ juries and ‘e’thenian democracy.
· Focus on degree of participation, relationship with representative democracy and elitist critique on the dangers of widening political participation.
· Written work on how important referendums are to the operation of modern democracy.
	· PowerPoint presentation on democracy in practice.
· ‘Politics’ – Heywood.
· ‘Democracy in the UK’ – Cole.
· Newspaper articles on referenda.
· Politics Review Articles and Talking Politics articles on Democracy.

	· Oral and written feed back to be given on written work.
· Opportunity for stretch and challenge through extra research for written work.
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	Problems relating to the use of democracy in the UK and EU
	· Outline meaning of democratic deficit – apply to UK Westminster model and US presidential system – identifying areas of a lack of public accountability, consent and unequal influence (note neo-pluralist and elitist models).
· Internet research evidence for democratic deficit.
	· PowerPoint presentation on democracy in practice.
· ‘Politics’ – Heywood.
· ‘Democracy in the UK’ – Cole.
· Politics Review Articles and Talking Politics articles on Democracy.
· Newspaper articles on democratic deficit.
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Use of ICT skills through Internet research.



	Degree and nature of representation in modern democracy including application of the models to the UK and EU
	· Reintroduce models of representation.
· Discuss which model best suits the role of MPs.
· Examine how representative is the House of Commons using data on socio – economic profile of MPs.
· Written work under exam conditions to consolidate topics covered.
	· PowerPoint presentation on democracy in practice.
· ‘Politics’ – Heywood.
· ‘Democracy in the UK’ – Cole.
· Politics Review Articles and Talking Politics articles on Democracy.
	· Oral and written feed back to be given on written work.
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	Government and Politics H495: Political Ideas and Concepts in Practice F856

	Suggested teaching time
	8 hours
	Topic
	The state, nation, sovereignty and globalisation in practice

	Topic outline
	Suggested teaching and homework activities 
	Suggested resources
	Points to note

	The role of the modern nation state in practice
	· Refresh view on the role of the nation state.
· Discuss evidence for: 
· Night watchman state.
· Welfare state.
· Collectivist state.
· Totalitarian state.
· Internet research on evidence for each model.
	· PowerPoint presentation on the state, nation, sovereignty and globalisation in practice.
· ‘Politics’ – Heywood.
· Politics Review Articles and Talking Politics articles on topic area.
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Use of ICT skills through Internet research.
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The growth of multinational organisations and corporations 
	· Outline role of multinational organisations and corporations.
· Highlight evidence for economic, cultural and political importance.
· DVD to prompt discussion on the potential impact of globalisation.
· Written work on the impact of globalisation on modern political systems.
	· PowerPoint presentation on the state, nation, sovereignty and globalisation in practice.
· ‘Politics’ – Heywood.
· ‘Ideas and Concepts’ – Heywood.
· Politics Review Articles and Talking Politics articles on topic area.
· Newspaper articles on globalisation.
· Noreena Hertz DVD on globalisation.
	· Oral and written feed back to be given on written work.
· Opportunity for stretch and challenge through extra research for written work.



	The impact of devolution and regionalism in the UK and EU
	· Outline the meaning of devolution and its operation in Scotland, Wales, Northern Ireland and London – focus on the asymmetrical aspects of devolution.
· Discussion on prospects for English regional devolution using evidence for operation in EU member states (e.g. German Lander system).
	· PowerPoint presentation on the state, nation, sovereignty and globalisation in practice.
· ‘Politics’ – Heywood.
· Politics Review Articles and Talking Politics articles on topic area.
· Newspaper articles on devolution.

	· Opportunity for stretch and challenge through international comparisons.



	The prospects for the development of federalism in the UK and EU
	· Outline the meaning of federalism and examine models of federalism and co federalism (e.g. US and Switzerland).
· Discuss the prospects for a federal Europe through investigating elements within the Maastricht Treaty and attempts to create an EU Constitution.
· Internet research on future prospects for EU federalism.
	· PowerPoint presentation on the state, nation, sovereignty and globalisation in practice.
· ‘Politics’ – Heywood.
· Politics Review Articles and Talking Politics articles on topic area.
· Newspaper articles on EU federalism.

	· Use of ICT skills through Internet research.



	The debate surrounding the location and continued existence of internal and external sovereignty in the UK and EU
	· Refresh meaning and models of sovereignty.
· Discuss impact of devolution, globalisation and the EU on UK sovereignty.
· Case study of Iraq and Afghanistan on threats to external sovereignty.
· Written work on the relevance of UK internal sovereignty in theory and in practice.
	· PowerPoint presentation on the state, nation, sovereignty and globalisation in practice.
· ‘Politics’ – Heywood.
· Politics Review Articles and Talking Politics articles on topic area.
· Newspaper articles on the potential decline of parliamentary sovereignty.

	· Oral and written feed back to be given on written work.
· Opportunity for stretch and challenge through extra research for written work
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	Suggested teaching time
	8 hours
	Topic
	Power, authority and legitimacy in practice

	Topic outline
	Suggested teaching and homework activities 
	Suggested resources
	Points to note

	The operation of power and the application of its typologies in practice
	· Refresh typologies of power.
· Discuss evidence for exercise of models: 
· Decision making.
· Agenda setting.
· Thought control.
· Coercion.
· Internet research on case study evidence for models of power.
	· PowerPoint presentation on power, authority, legitimacy in practice.
· ‘Politics’ – Heywood.
· ‘Ideas and Concepts’ – Heywood.
· Politics Review Articles and Talking Politics articles on topic area.
· Newspaper articles on models of power.
	· Use of ICT skills through Internet research.



	The location of power in modern society including issues relating to executive dominance and the lack of formal separation of powers in the UK


	· Discussion on executive dominance in UK politics introducing themes such as fusion of powers, lack of formal constitutional checks on executive power and the operation of the Royal Prerogative.
· Written work - ‘Discuss the view that the UK Executive is too powerful in British politics both in theory and practice’.
	· PowerPoint presentation on power, authority, legitimacy in practice.
· ‘Politics’ – Heywood.
· ‘Ideas and Concepts’ – Heywood.
· Politics Review Articles and Talking Politics articles on topic area.
· Newspaper articles on the power of the executive.
	· Oral and written feed back to be given on written work.
· Opportunity for stretch and challenge through extra research for written work.



	The exercising and manufacturing of authority by modern governments including the debate over the extent of civic culture and ideological hegemony in the UK and EU
	· Refresh the meaning and types of authority and relate to the ways in which governments gain authority: 
· 
Electoral consent.
· Deferential authority.
· Ideological hegemony.
· Discuss the extent to which government authority can be undermined through public and parliamentary accountability – case study of impact of the Iraq invasion on the Blair Government.
	· PowerPoint presentation on power, authority, legitimacy in practice.
· ‘Politics’ – Heywood.
· ‘Ideas and Concepts’ – Heywood.
· Politics Review Articles and Talking Politics articles on topic area.
· Newspaper articles on the gaining of government authority.
	

	The extent of a legitimation crisis in modern society
	· Outline the meaning of a legitimation crisis using the Habermass model.
· Discussion on the relevance to modern political systems using evidence such as electoral apathy, growth of underclass, rise of anti-capitalist protest movements, and declining public confidence in the political system. Use case study of the collapse in the Soviet system as evidence for potential impact of a legitimation crisis.
· Written work under timed conditions on the relevance of a crisis of legitimacy in modern western politics.
	· PowerPoint presentation on power, authority, legitimacy in practice.
· ‘Politics’ – Heywood.
· ‘Ideas and Concepts’ – Heywood.
· Politics Review Articles and Talking Politics articles on topic area.
· Newspaper articles on the crisis of legitimacy in modern politics.
	· Oral and written feed back to be given on written work.
· Opportunity for stretch and challenge through extra research for written work.
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	Suggested teaching time
	8 hours
	Topic
	Rights, equality and liberty in practice

	Topic outline
	Suggested teaching and homework activities 
	Suggested resources
	Points to note

	The exercise of rights in modern society
	· Refresh forms of rights.
· Highlight modern evidence for exercise of the different forms of rights: 
· Moral and legal.
· Human.
· Animal.
· Internet research on the operation of rights in practice.
	· PowerPoint presentation on rights, liberty and equality.
· ‘Ideas and Concepts’ – Heywood.
· Politics Review Articles and Talking Politics articles on topic area.
· Newspaper articles on rights in modern society.
	· Use of ICT skills through Internet research.



	Methods of rights protection and the balance between rights and responsibilities
	· Identify different types of rights protection in the UK and EU: 
· 
Parliament (MP’s, Legislation and Ombudsman),courts (ECHR, tribunals, judicial review and ECJ), public (pressure groups and media pressure)

· Highlight responsibilities expected of citizens, focusing on themes relating to active citizenship, civic duty, educating citizens and rules on immigrants.
· Discussion focused on balance between rights and responsibilities using case studies relating to welfare claimants, and animal rights protestors.
	· PowerPoint presentation on rights, liberty and equality.
· ‘Ideas and Concepts’ – Heywood.
· Politics Review Articles and Talking Politics articles on topic area.
· Newspaper articles on rights versus responsibilities.
	

	Potential encroachment of individual rights relating to contemporary threats
	· Discussion of key threats to the exercise of rights particularly post 9/11.
· Highlight recent anti-terrorism legislation.
· Case study of Islamic community in the UK and fears of discrimination.
· Written work ‘Discuss the view that individual rights in the UK are increasingly under threat.’
	· PowerPoint presentation on rights, liberty and equality.
· ‘Ideas and Concepts’ – Heywood.
· Politics Review Articles and Talking Politics articles on topic area.
· Newspaper articles on contemporary threats to individual rights.
	· Oral and written feed back to be given on written work.
· Opportunity for stretch and challenge through extra research for written work.



	The extent of liberty in society and perceptions of the existence of growing threats to the exercising of individual liberty
	· Refresh meaning of liberty.
· Discussion on how far JS Mill’s ‘simple principle’ still applies in modern society through case study on the ban on smoking in public places.
· Outline the notion of press freedom – discussion on extent of press freedom prompted by video on Danish cartoons depicting Mohammed.
· Internet research on examples of encroachment of civil liberties.
	· PowerPoint presentation on rights, liberty and equality.
· ‘Ideas and Concepts’ – Heywood.
· Politics Review Articles and Talking Politics articles on topic area.
· Newspaper articles on extent of individual liberty in modern society.
· DVD on Danish Cartoons.
	· Use of ICT skills through Internet research.



	Attitudes to the promotion of equality and application of government policy through issues such as positive discrimination and wealth redistribution
	· Refresh meaning of equality in its foundational, opportunity and economic forms.
· Highlight attempts to promote equality through legislation outlawing discrimination (e.g. equal opportunities, race relations and disability rights legislation).

· Contrast with positive discrimination seen through for example, all female shortlists and promotion of ethnic minorities into the police force.
· Discuss attempts to achieve wealth redistribution through welfare state and redistributive taxation – contrast different ideological stances on the welfare state.
	· PowerPoint presentation on rights, liberty and equality.
· ‘Ideas and Concepts’ – Heywood.
· Politics Review Articles and Talking Politics articles on topic area.
· Newspaper articles on government attempts to address inequality in society.
	

	The exercise of social justice and the debate over the impact of the welfare state
	· Refresh social justice theories and particularly views of John Rawls.
· Examine arguments over the debate over the future of the welfare state.
· Written work under exam conditions to consolidate topics covered.
	· PowerPoint presentation on rights, liberty and equality.
· ‘Politics’ – Heywood.
· ‘Ideas and Concepts’ – Heywood.
· Politics Review Articles and Talking Politics articles on topic area.
· Newspaper articles on the continued existence of the welfare state.
	· Oral and written feed back to be given on written work.
· Opportunity for stretch and challenge through extra research for written work.
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	Suggested teaching time
	8 hours
	Topic
	Law, order, obligation, and justice in practice

	Topic outline
	Suggested teaching and homework activities 
	Suggested resources
	Points to note

	How the rule of law is applied in practice and its role in constitutions throughout the UK and EU
	· Refresh meaning of the rule of law.
· Discussion on Dicey’s principles and the relationship between the rule of law and parliamentary sovereignty in the UK.
· Case Study on the impact of The Human Rights Act on the application of the rule of law.
· Internet research on the operation of the HRA in practice.
	· PowerPoint presentation on law, order, obligation and justice in practice.
· ‘Politics’ – Heywood.
· ‘Ideas and Concepts’ – Heywood.
· Politics Review Articles and Talking Politics articles on topic area.
· Newspaper articles on the rule of law.
	· Use of ICT skills through Internet research.



	The role of the judiciary in interpreting the law and debate over judicial independence and activism
	· Discussion on the relative power of the judiciary introducing themes relating to common law, judicial review, HRA and EU law – link to themes relating to judicial activism based on natural and positive law.
· Criticisms of narrow socio-economic background of judiciary.
· Refresh themes of fusion and separation of powers and relate to the impact of the 2005 Constitutional Reform Act.
· Written work ‘Discuss the need for judicial independence in a modern political system’.
	· PowerPoint presentation on law, order, obligation and justice in practice.
· ‘Politics’ – Heywood.
· ‘Ideas and Concepts’ – Heywood.
· Politics Review Articles and Talking Politics articles on topic area.
· Newspaper articles on the role of the judiciary.
	· Oral and written feed back to be given on written work.
· Opportunity for stretch and challenge through extra research for written work.



	Attitudes and policies towards law enforcement and maintenance of order
	· Refresh ideological perspectives on the necessity for order.
· Highlight attitudes towards law enforcement through discussion on different forms of punishment: 
· Deterrence, retribution and rehabilitation.
· Case study on debate over expansion of the use of ASBOS, zero tolerance initiatives and expansion of prison population.
· Internet research on political party attitudes towards law and order.
	· PowerPoint presentation on law, order, obligation and justice in practice.
· ‘Politics’ – Heywood.
· ‘Ideas and Concepts’ – Heywood.
· Politics Review Articles and Talking Politics articles on topic area.
· Newspaper articles on law and order.
	· Use of ICT skills through Internet research.



	Civil disobedience through direct action and justifications for terrorism
	· Refresh justifications for civil disobedience.
· Identify case studies of civil disobedience in practice – environmental pressure groups, Countryside Alliance, Fathers For Justice – Discussion on the legitimacy of their action.
· Discussion on justifications for terrorism – distinguish between democratic and dictatorial regimes and the terms terrorism and freedom fighters.
· Contrast activities of ANC in apartheid South Africa and Al Qaeda in the Middle East and the West.
· Written work under exam conditions to consolidate topics covered.
	· PowerPoint presentation on law, order, obligation and justice in practice.
· ‘Politics’ – Heywood.
· ‘Ideas and Concepts’ – Heywood.
· Politics Review Articles and Talking Politics articles on topic area.
· Newspaper articles on civil disobedience, direct action and terrorism.
	· Oral and written feed back to be given on written work.
· Opportunity for stretch and challenge through extra research for written work.
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	Suggested teaching time
	8 hours
	Topic
	Contemporary Conservatism and nationalism

	Topic outline
	Suggested teaching and homework activities 
	Suggested resources
	Points to note

	The Impact of the New Right on traditional conservative values including the legacy of Thatcherism

Social and liberal conservatism and the rise of neo-conservatism


	· Refresh themes and ideological strands within conservatism.
· Discuss how far was Thatcherism and the New Right conservative or neo-liberal – focus on economic liberalism and social conservatism.
· Highlight other strands within modern conservatism - US style neo-conservatism and social/ liberal conservatism.
· Internet research evidence for importance of new strands of conservatism.
	· PowerPoint presentation on contemporary conservatism.
· ‘Politics’ – Heywood.
· ‘Political Ideologies’ – Heywood.
· ‘Political Ideologies’ – McNaughton.
· ‘Conservatism’ – Woodley.
· Newspaper articles on strands of conservatism.
	· Use of ICT skills through Internet research.



	The debate over the future direction of the Conservative party in the UK
	· Highlight recent developments in the Conservative Party post Major, emphasising failure of right of centre approach of Hague, IDS and Howard.
· Examine the direction of the Party under Cameron emphasising policy initiatives, impact of New Labour and links to traditional and New Right strands of conservatism.
· Written work, ‘Discuss the extent to which Cameron’s Conservative Party is fundamentally conservative in outlook’.
	· PowerPoint presentation on contemporary conservatism.
· ‘Politics’ – Heywood.
· ‘Political Ideologies’ – Heywood.
· ‘Political Ideologies’ – McNaughton.
· ‘Conservatism’ – Woodley.
· DVD on Cameron and the Conservative Party.
· Newspaper articles on challenges to the UK Conservative Party.
	· Oral and written feed back to be given on written work.
· Opportunity for stretch and challenge through extra research for written work.



	The role of nationalist parties in the UK and their significance post devolution
	· Refresh the key themes behind nationalism.
· Highlight the growth of nationalist parties in Wales and Scotland.
· Discuss the potential for the end of the Union through SNP separatism and further devolution for Wales.
· Highlight power sharing in Northern Ireland and discuss prospects for a united Ireland.
	· PowerPoint presentation on contemporary nationalism.
· ‘Politics’ – Heywood.
· ‘Political Ideologies’ – Heywood.
· ‘Political Ideologies’ – McNaughton.
· DVD on nationalism.
· Newspaper articles on the role of nationalist parties in the UK.

	

	The impact of the EU and immigration on the growth of support for British nationalism 
	· Outline right wing nationalism and its Euro sceptic and anti immigration appeal.
· Discuss the relative importance of UKIP and the BNP and prospects for any major influence on mainstream British politics.
· Internet research on potential growth in BNP and UKIP support.
	· PowerPoint presentation on contemporary nationalism.
· ‘Politics’ – Heywood.
· ‘Political Ideologies’ – Heywood.
· ‘Political Ideologies’ – McNaughton.
· Newspaper articles on the role of UKIP and BNP in British politics.
	· Use of ICT skills through Internet research.



	Comparison between the Conservative Party and other nationalist parties’ ideologies and policies and those of other UK mainstream political parties
	· Identify key areas of policy to compare and contrast Conservative Party and nationalist parties’ ideas with other mainstream UK parties – focus on the economy, taxation, relations with Europe and broader foreign policy, public services and welfare, and law and order.
· Written work under exam conditions to consolidate topics covered.
	· PowerPoint presentation on contemporary right wing ideologies.
· ‘Political Ideologies’ – Heywood.
· ‘Political Ideologies’ – McNaughton.
· ‘Conservatism’ – Woodley.
· Newspaper articles on right wing politics in the UK.
	· Oral and written feed back to be given on written work.
· Opportunity for stretch and challenge through extra research for written work.
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	Suggested teaching time
	8 hours
	Topic
	Contemporary liberalism and socialism

	Topic outline
	Suggested teaching and homework activities 
	Suggested resources
	Points to note

	Impact of contemporary liberalism and socialism within liberal democracies especially within liberal and socialist parties
	· Refresh ideological themes within liberalism and socialism.
· Discuss relevance to modern political parties in the UK, especially Labour and the Liberal Democrats. Note also influence of liberalism in Conservative Party politics as well.
	· PowerPoint presentation on liberalism and socialism.
· ‘Politics’ – Heywood.
· ‘Political Ideologies’ – Heywood.
· ‘Political Ideologies’ – McNaughton.
· ‘Liberalism’ – Hoffman.
· ‘Socialism’ – Hoffman.
· Newspaper articles on liberal and socialist strands.
	

	New strands of liberalism including contemporary liberal democracy, economic and social liberalism and    ’tough liberalism’
	· Highlight new strands in liberalism, especially focusing on the Liberal Democrats.
· Identify new themes in Lib Dem recent manifestos and personal stances during the 2006 leadership contest.
· Use extracts from manifesto for discussion.
	· PowerPoint presentation on liberalism and socialism.
· ‘Politics’ – Heywood.
· ‘Political Ideologies’ – Heywood.
· ‘Political Ideologies’ – McNaughton.
· ‘Liberalism’ – Hoffman.
· Newspaper articles on the role of the Liberal Democrats in UK politics.
	· Opportunity for stretch and challenge in interpreting primary source material.



	Fukuyama and the triumph of liberal democracy debate
	· Refresh themes relating to the liberal democracy and the Fukuyama thesis.
· Discuss its relevance to 21st century politics, highlighting ideological and practical appeal as well as potential rival ideologies.
· Internet research on alternative ideologies to liberal democracy.
	· PowerPoint presentation on liberalism and socialism.
· ‘Politics’ – Heywood.
· ‘Political Ideologies’ – Heywood.
· ‘Political Ideologies’ – McNaughton.
· ‘Liberalism’ – Hoffman.
· ‘Understanding Liberal democracy’ – Holden.
· Newspaper articles on Fukuyama thesis
	· Use of ICT skills through Internet research.



	The impact of New Labour ideas on the Labour Party and beyond
	· Identify key themes within the Third Way (Giddens et. al.) and consider its impact on New Labour policy.
· Discuss whether there is now a post-Thatcherite consensus based on New Labour values and policies.
· Written work, ‘Assess how far New Labour has shaped a new ideological consensus in British politics’.
	· PowerPoint presentation on liberalism and socialism.
· ‘Politics’ – Heywood.
· ‘Political Ideologies’ – Heywood.
· ‘Political Ideologies’ – McNaughton.
· ‘Socialism’ – Hoffman.
· Newspaper articles on the ideology of New Labour.
	· Oral and written feed back to be given on written work.
· Opportunity for stretch and challenge through extra research for written work.



	Is the Labour Party still a socialist party? and the potential for the rise of alternative radical socialist parties
	· Compare key themes within socialism with the policies and aspirations of the modern Labour Party – emphasise rewriting of Clause 4, policies towards the public sector, welfare state, economy, and foreign policy.
· Highlight the degree of importance of the Labour left upon party policy.
· Discuss the potential rise of left wing alternatives to Labour (e.g. Respect and Socialist Workers Party) and obstacles to this.
· Internet research on alternative left wing politics in the UK.
	· PowerPoint presentation on liberalism and socialism.
· ‘Politics’ – Heywood.
· ‘Political Ideologies’ – Heywood.
· ‘Political Ideologies’ – McNaughton.
· ‘Socialism’ – Hoffman.
· Newspaper articles on left wing politics in the UK.
	· Use of ICT skills through Internet research.



	Comparison between Liberal Democratic and Labour Party ideologies and policies, and those of other mainstream political parties 
	· Identify key areas of policy to compare and contrast Labour and the Liberal Democrats with other mainstream parties– focus on the economy, taxation, relations with Europe and broader foreign policy, public services and welfare, and law and order.
· Written work under exam conditions to consolidate topics covered.
	· PowerPoint presentation on liberalism and socialism.
· ‘Politics’ – Heywood.
· ‘Political Ideologies’ – Heywood.
· ‘Political Ideologies’ – McNaughton.
· ‘Socialism’ – Hoffman.
· Newspaper articles on left wing politics in the UK.
	· Oral and written feed back to be given on written work.
· Opportunity for stretch and challenge through extra research for written work.
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	Suggested teaching time
	8 hours
	Topic
	The impact of alternative ideologies

	Topic outline
	Suggested teaching and homework activities 
	Suggested resources
	Points to note

	Post modernism and the end of ideology debate
	· Refresh post modernist ideological themes.

· Discuss evidence for declining importance of ideology in UK and EU politics – highlight rise of personality driven politics, decline of ideological differences between parties and change in balance between popular involvement in parties and pressure groups.
· Internet research on evidence for declining relevance of ideology in modern politics.
	· PowerPoint presentation on alternative ideologies.
· ‘Politics’ – Heywood.
· ‘Political Ideologies’ – Heywood.
· ‘Political Ideologies’ – McNaughton.
· Newspaper articles on political post-modernism.
	· Use of ICT skills through Internet research.



	The debate over globalisation and the critique offered by ecologism and environmentalism
	· Refresh themes relating to rise of social, political and economic globalisation.
· Highlight the environmental critique of globalisation and potential environmental impact.

· Discuss growth of influence of the environmental lobby in modern politics.
· Written work, ‘Evaluate the importance of green issues in modern politics’.
	· PowerPoint presentation on alternative ideologies.
· ‘Politics’ – Heywood.
· ‘Political Ideologies’ – Heywood.
· ‘Political Ideologies’ – McNaughton.
· DVD on environmentalism.
· Newspaper articles on the environmental lobby in UK politics.
	· Oral and written feed back to be given on written work.
· Opportunity for stretch and challenge through extra research for written work.




	The challenges of religious fundamentalism to western society
	· Refresh themes within religious fundamentalism.
· Discuss the influence of Christian fundamentalist groups on right wing politics in the UK and US and Europe, and Islamic fundamentalism on mainstream western society.
	· PowerPoint presentation on alternative ideologies.
· ‘Politics’ – Heywood.
· ‘Political Ideologies’ – Heywood.
· ‘Political Ideologies’ – McNaughton.
· Newspaper articles on the impact of religious fundamentalism in UK politics.
	

	The debate over gender imbalance in politics and policy initiatives dealing with gender inequality  
	· Refresh feminist critique on role of women in modern western society.
· Highlight evidence for political under-representation in the UK and EU and potential impact of this.
· Examine controversies surrounding the debate over positive discrimination comparing Labour, Conservative and Lib Dem strategies.
· Written work under exam conditions to consolidate topics covered.
	· PowerPoint presentation on alternative ideologies.
· ‘Politics’ – Heywood.
· ‘Political Ideologies’ – Heywood.
· ‘Political Ideologies’ – McNaughton.
· Newspaper articles on gender inequality.
	· Oral and written feed back to be given on written work.
· Opportunity for stretch and challenge through extra research for written work.






Sample Lesson Plan: Government and Politics H495 Political Ideas and Concepts in Practice F856

The use of elements of direct democracy in practice

OCR recognises that the teaching of this qualification will vary greatly from school to school and from teacher to teacher. With that in mind, this lesson plan is offered as a possible approach but will be subject to modifications by the individual teacher.

Lesson length is assumed to be one hour.

Learning objectives for the lesson

	Objective 1
	Students to re-familiarise themselves with the themes of direct democracy.

	Objective 2
	Students to gain awareness of the relevance of direct democracy to modern politics.

	Objective 3
	Students to be able to distinguish the benefits and drawbacks of the use of direct democracy in modern politics.

	Objective 4
	Preparation for student written work on the importance of referendums to modern democracy.


Recap of previous experience and prior knowledge

· Students have previously covered the topic of direct democracy in their coverage of unit F854.
· Refresh their understanding through a question and answer session along the following themes.
· What is meant by direct democracy and how does it differ from modern forms of indirect democracy?

· Describe how direct democracy operated in ancient Athens and how different was the Athenian state to modern democratic nations.
Content

	Time
	Content

	5 minutes
	Recap exercise – see above.

	10 minutes
	Brainstorming exercise on the different methods of direct democracy still in usage – expect the following to be highlighted: 

Referendums, initiatives, recall votes, citizens’ juries, US style town hall democracy, internet based ‘virtual democracies’.

Teacher to emphasise why each can be considered a direct form of democracy.

	15 minutes
	PowerPoint presentation on the operation of each method focusing on the dominant methods of referendums and initiatives and with case study evidence from Switzerland of its use of referendums and initiatives.


	Time
	Content

	15 minutes
	Exercise on how referendums are used in the UK – students given details (dates, brief background to issue, electorate consulted, turnout, results, action taken) on the following referendums: 

1975 – retention of EC membership;

1997 – Scottish and Welsh Devolution;

1998 - Good Friday Agreement;

2001 – Bristol referendum on council tax levels;

2005 – North East referendum on devolved assembly.

Students are to discuss in pairs the relative benefits of each referendum.

	15 minutes
	Student feedback on the different referendums – teacher to focus on the benefits and drawbacks of the use of referendums in the UK (subject to be followed up next lesson).


Consolidation

	Time
	Content

	5 minutes
	Set student research on the arguments for and against referendums –

Use of Cole, ‘Democracy in Britain 88-94; Heywood, ‘Politics’ 69-79; Bentley et al., ‘British Politics in Focus’ 86-90.


Other forms of Support

In order to help you implement these new specification effectively, OCR offers a comprehensive package of support. This includes:

OCR Training
Get Ready…introducing the new specifications
A series of FREE half-day training events are being run during Autumn 2007, to give you an overview of the new specifications.

Get Started…towards successful delivery of the new specifications

These full-day events will run from Spring 2008 and will look at the new specifications in more depth, with emphasis on first delivery.

Visit www.ocr.org.uk for more details.

Mill Wharf Training

Additional events are also available through our partner, Mill Wharf Training. It offers a range of courses on innovative teaching practice and whole-school issues - www.mill-wharf-training.co.uk. 

e-Communities
Over 70 e-Communities offer you a fast, dynamic communication channel to make contact with other subject specialists. Our online mailing list covers a wide range of subjects and enables you to share knowledge and views via email.

Visit https://community.ocr.org.uk, choose your community and join the discussion!

Interchange

OCR Interchange has been developed to help you to carry out day to day administration functions online, quickly and easily. The site allows you to register and enter candidates online. In addition, you can gain immediate a free access to candidate information at you convenience. Sign up at https://interchange.ocr.org.uk
Published Resources
Published Resources

OCR offers centres a wealth of quality published support with a fantastic choice of ‘Official Publisher Partner’ and ‘Approved Publication’ resources, all endorsed by OCR for use with OCR specifications.

Publisher partners

OCR works in close collaboration with three Publisher Partners; Hodder, Heinemann and Oxford University Press (OUP) to ensure centres have access to:

· Better published support, available when you need it, tailored to OCR specifications 

· Quality resources produced in consultation with OCR subject teams, which are linked to OCR’s teacher support materials

· More resources for specifications with lower candidate entries

· Materials that are subject to a thorough quality assurance process to achieve endorsement

Heinemann is the publisher partner for OCR GCE Government and Politics
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Heinemann is producing the following resources for OCR GCE Government and Politics for first teaching in September 2008.

Sutherland, J, Canwell, D, Walsh-Atikins, P. AS Student Book.

Sutherland, J, Canwell, D, Walsh-Atikins, P. A2 US Government and Politics CD ROM.

Sutherland, J, Canwell, D, Walsh-Atikins, P. A2 Political Ideas and Concepts CD ROM.
Approved publications OCR still endorses other publisher materials, which undergo a thorough quality assurance process to achieve endorsement.  By offering a choice of endorsed materials, centres can be assured of quality support for all OCR qualifications.
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Endorsement

OCR endorses a range of publisher materials to provide quality support for centres delivering its qualifications. You can be confident that materials branded with OCR’s “Official Publishing Partner” or “Approved publication” logos have undergone a thorough quality assurance process to achieve endorsement. All responsibility for the content of the publisher’s materials rests with the publisher.

These endorsements do not mean that the materials are the only suitable resources available or necessary to achieve an OCR qualification. Any resource lists which are produced by OCR shall include a range of appropriate texts.
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= ICT Opportunity 


This icon is used to illustrate when an activity could be taught using ICT facilities.








= Stretch & Challenge Activity 


This icon is added at the end of text when there is an explicit opportunity to offer


Stretch and Challenge.





= Innovative Teaching Idea


All the teaching ideas contained in the SOW are innovative, but the icon is used to 


Highlight exceptionally innovative ideas.
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