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Introduction

Background

A new structure of assessment for A Level has been introduced, for first teaching from September 2008. Some of the changes include:

· The introduction of stretch and challenge (including the new A* grade at A2) – to ensure that every young person has the opportunity to reach their full potential

· The reduction or removal of coursework components for many qualifications – to lessen the volume of marking for teachers

· A reduction in the number of units for many qualifications – to lessen the amount of assessment for learners

· Amendments to the content of specifications – to ensure that content is up-to-date and relevant.

OCR has produced an overview document, which summarises the changes to Government and Politics. This can be found at www.ocr.org.uk, along with the new specification.
In order to help you plan effectively for the implementation of the new specification we have produced this Scheme of Work and Sample Lesson Plans for Government and Politics. These Support Materials are designed for guidance only and play a secondary role to the Specification.  
Our Ethos

All our Support Materials were produced ‘by teachers for teachers’ in order to capture real life current teaching practices and they are based around OCR’s revised specifications. The aim is for the support materials to inspire teachers and facilitate different ideas and teaching practices.
Each Scheme of Work and set of sample Lesson Plans is provided in:

· PDF format – for immediate use

· Word format – so that you can use it as a foundation to build upon and amend the content to suit your teaching style and students’ needs.

The Scheme of Work and sample Lesson plans provide examples of how to teach this unit and the teaching hours are suggestions only. Some or all of it may be applicable to your teaching. 
The Specification is the document on which assessment is based and specifies what content and skills need to be covered in delivering the course. At all times, therefore, this Support Material booklet should be read in conjunction with the Specification. If clarification on a particular point is sought then that clarification should be found in the Specification itself.
A Guided Tour through the Scheme of Work
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	Government and Politics H095: Contemporary Government of the UK F852

	Suggested teaching time
	15 hours
	Topic
	The legislature

	Topic outline
	Suggested teaching and homework activities 
	Suggested resources
	Points to note

	Concepts

· Democracy

· Parliamentary sovereignty

· Accountability

· Representation
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Parliamentary government
	
	
	· Although the concepts listed in the specification must be taught at some point in the course, teachers should use their own judgement about the best time to introduce them. 

· Inevitably there will be degree of repetition, so plan at which point to teach a particular concept and ensure that all are covered during the course. 

· Students might be set the task of creating a list of political concepts and terms, separate from their course notes, perhaps to be added to for homework.

	Legislatures 

· Definition

· Role and functions
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Powers
	· Explore the ideas of nation, state and government, using students own perceptions and contemporary examples, for example: what nationality do students consider themselves to be? Why? What does it mean to be British, English or Scots? What are the distinguishing characteristics? Is the UK a nation? England? Canada? Israel? Is Wales a state? What is the difference between Great Britain, the British Isles and the United Kingdom?

· Agree definitions of nation, state and government.

· Ask students to bring in a newspaper. Ask them to read it and make a list of what governments do. Swap newspapers and repeat the exercise, drawing conclusions about the role of governments.
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Introduce students to the traditional threefold typology of government – legislature, executive and judiciary.

· Distinguish between the membership, roles and powers of all three branches, paying particular attention to legislatures.
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The BFI/Lottery DVD Essentially British? Or citizenship material can be useful in starting discussion.
	· This general introduction is intended to set the study of the UK parliament in a broader context and to provide a link to the A2 units. It should be covered briefly and simply. 

· More time will need to be spent on this topic if Legislatures is the first topic to be taught on this paper, otherwise only brief recapitulation will be necessary. 

	The Commons and The Lords 

· Membership

· Role

· Work and powers as regards legislation, scrutiny and representation
The opposition and backbenchers 

· Role

· Work

· Powers and opportunities available to them
Parties in Parliament 

· Role of parties in parliament
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Whips and the whipping system
	· Initially the aims should be to give students a broad understanding of what parliament is, what it does and how it does it. The precise focus required by the specification can then be taught in the knowledge that students have a secure understanding of this background.

· Watch a live (or recorded) broadcast from the Commons. Ask students to identify and explain what they see. Fill in the gaps in their knowledge. Have a check list to ensure full coverage of things like:

· The Speaker

· The clerks
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Frontbenchers and backbenchers

· The opposition

· Parliamentary procedure

· Questions

· Debates

· Various form of committees

· The role of the executive

· The role of the legislature

House of Commons
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Present students with data for the current for membership of the Commons from the Commons website and get them to draw conclusions.

· Do the same for the House of Lords if you wish. Or save it for later.

· What do MPs actually do? Ask students to find and log on to an MP’s website and see what they can discover about what they do. Boris Johnson’s website, for example, has a biography as well as a record of what he has done. Get students to produce a job description and a person description for an MP. 
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Ask students to distinguish between the terms role, function, power and powers generally, perhaps by asking them to list the respective role etc. of teachers and students. 

· Ask students to review what has been covered so far and to list what they now regard as role, function, power and powers of the Commons.
· Provide a brief list of functions before starting to explore them individually.

· F1: Representation. Explore meanings of the term ‘representative’, for example by asking the class to say who is the most typical of that class – and why. 

· Set the class the task of selecting a representative. How could they do it? How would they do it? What factors would they take into account?

· Agree on a definition or definitions.

· Provide data on the background of MPs – age, gender, ethnicity, occupation etc. Pose the questions: Who do MPs represent? How?

· Debate: this house believes that MPs should always follow the party line.

· F2 Legislation. Use examples of current legislation from the parliament website to explore and identify:
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Sources of legislation

· Types of legislation

· The legislative process; possible green paper, possible white paper, bill, readings, other house etc

· Private members legislation
· In groups, students create posters (or PowerPoint presentations) which could be used to explain this process to a Y10 citizenship class.

· If the students were visitors from another country, what would they think were the strengths and weaknesses of this process?
· F3 Scrutiny: watch the Commons scrutiny of the executive - question time, select committees, general (formerly standing) committees, a debate - on the Parliament Channel (or a recording of it) or the Internet.

· Ask students to make notes on what seems to be happening, or points they want clarifying. At the end, students then have the choice of providing one fact or asking one question.
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Summarise what has been found.
· Discuss how effective these forms of scrutiny seem to be.

· Other functions: Complete the coverage of functions by briefly discussing the role of the Commons in providing members of government, sustaining the government in office etc. 

· Role of parties: using students’ new understanding of parliament, discuss what the point of parties in parliament is. What do parties do?  Does this conflict with the role of individual MPs or the Commons itself?

· Whips and the whipping system. Recap some fundamental questions - Why should MPs follow the party line? 

· Pose some practical questions - how do MPs know when they should vote? Or which way? Why do parties need ‘organisers’?

· Explain what the responsibilities of whips are and ask students how they would ensure that their MPs voted with their party if they were whips?


· What might be the consequences of these tactics? 

· Look at examples of party rebellions since 1997 and discuss why they rebelled and the extent to which they were justified in doing so. (BBC website has plenty of examples).

· Provide data for the frequency and size of rebellions.  Does this make any difference to their answer?

House of Lords

· Repeat the above exercises, or variations of them.  For example: 

· Examine the data for membership – types of peer, party allegiance in the Lords, gender, ethnicity, experience (biographies of leading members)  

· Consider the various functions and powers of the Lords by researching recent examples of their activities. 

· Reform. What criticisms do students have of the Lords?  Can they see what the advantages of the current chamber would be? How would they reform the Lords? More importantly, can they see what might be the consequences of particular reforms? 

· Search the DCA or BBC website to find out what stage the reform process has reached.
	· The Parliament Channel is a major resource. Not only is it possible to watch live broadcasts from both houses and their committees, but there is a nightly and a weekly review of the major events and during the recesses there are a whole range of programmes of a political nature, including general elections.

· The state opening of parliament and other big set pieces are an excellent opportunity to witness the Commons in action at first hand and to discuss their political significance - or otherwise.

· Live broadcast and archive footage can also be found at: www.parliamentlive.tv/ including a series of short videos on a range of parliamentary subjects. 

· If possible arrange a visit to Parliament.

· Another major resource are the House websites which contain large amounts of information, including Hansard. Start at the home page for parliament and follow the links: www.parliament.uk/index.cfm or the index at www.parliament.uk/about/index_page.cfm
· Fact sheets on many aspects of parliamentary organisation are available from the House website www.parliament.uk/parliamentary_publications_and_archives/factsheets.cfm
· Other examples of source material on the site includes:

· Current state of the parties:

www.parliament.uk/directories/hcio/party.cfm
· Age, gender, ethnicity etc. of MPs after 2005 election

www.parliament.uk/commons/lib/research/notes/snsg-01528.pdf#search='MPs%20age%202005'

· Lords membership for comparison)

www.parliament.uk/directories/house_of_lords_information_office/analysis_by_composition.cfm
· Common’s Annual report:

www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200506/cmselect/cmcomm/1234/1234.pdf
· Today’s business in the Commons:

www.parliament.uk/commons/index.cfm
· Legislation before parliament

www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm/cmwib/pub.htm#comp
www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm/cmwib.htm

	· The specification order should not be regarded as a guide to the order in which the topics should be taught. Instead, consider reorganising or combining the topics into a logical sequence.

· For example, you may wish to teach legislatures in the following order:

· Overview: the role and power of parliament.

· Parliamentary government and parliamentary sovereignty

· House of Commons

· Membership

· Organisation

· Functions and powers overview

· Representative function

· Legislative function

· Scrutiny function

· Party organisation

· Whips and rebels

· House of Lords

· Membership

· Functions and powers

· Criticisms

· Reform

· Or you may prefer to teach membership of both Houses as a single topic, then functions of both houses together etc.

· The suggestions for teaching activities do not contain any specific recommendations for homework, partly because schools and colleges differ widely in their expectations.  However, much can be done to prepare for, reinforce and develop classroom learning by setting appropriate tasks outside lessons. This might take the form of preparation for a particular exercise, completing work started in class, reading (and/or summarising) articles in Politics Review and Talking Politics, essay questions based on past papers and specific extension work.



	The organisation of parliament 

· Role of the Speaker

· Select and standing committees

· Debates

· Questions

· Role of the executive


	
	
	

	Key developments in parliament and parliamentary reform 


	
	
	· Only major developments will appear as questions on the exam paper, for example, Lord’s reform, but candidates should be aware of other recent changes.

· You may prefer to cover key developments as they arise rather than leave them to end of this topic.

· You may wish to provide a brief a summary as an appendix.






	Government and Politics H095: Contemporary Government of the UK F852

	Suggested teaching time
	15 hours
	Topic
	The executive

	Topic outline
	Suggested teaching and homework activities 
	Suggested resources
	Points to note

	Concepts

· Power

· Authority

· Legitimacy

· Accountability

· Parliamentary government
	
	
	· As with legislatures (above) the concepts must be taught at some point but, teachers should use their own judgement about the best time to introduce them. 

· If a concept has already been covered, all that needs to be done is to check that it is remembered and understood

	Executives 

· Definition

· Role and functions

· Powers
	· Review the definitions of nation, state and government developed when teaching legislatures.

· Recap the position of the executive within government, and in particular its membership, role, functions and power.

· Review the concept of parliamentary government and the key characteristics of the executive in the British political system.
	
	

	The Prime Minister 

· Role

· Powers

· Limits

· Relationship with cabinet members
	· Start with a general overview of government by creating a diagram that illustrates the various elements and their relationship.

· Outline the structure of the elected element of the executive, ensuring that key terms are understood: prime minister, minister, junior minister, cabinet, department,
· Recap the difference between role, function, powers and power.
· Consider the role and powers of the prime minister

· Consider the styles of recent prime ministers.

· Consider the limits on the power of a prime minister.

· Find recent examples of all the above to illustrate the point being made.
	· As with legislature, there are a wealth of resources on the Internet including:

www.number-10.gov.uk/
www.cabinet-office.gov.uk/
· DVDs of Yes, Minister and Yes, Prime Minister for private viewing.
	· Unlike the legislature, it is possible to teach this topic more or less in specification order, if that is desired. 

· A detailed knowledge of prime ministerial support such as the cabinet office, the cabinet secretary, the No.10 Office etc. is not required

	The cabinet 

· Role

· Membership

· Structure

· Collective responsibility
	· Consider the membership of the cabinet

· Consider the role of the cabinet
· Consider the organisation/structure of the cabinet.
· Consider the concept of responsible government.
· Consider the convention of collective responsibility.

· Look at recent examples of its operation (or not), including, but not just, resignations.  Does this suggest that the convention is working?
· Find recent examples of all the above to illustrate the point being made.
	
	· A detailed knowledge of supporting bodies such as the cabinet office, the cabinet secretary, cabinet  committees  etc. is not required

	Ministers and civil service 

· Roles

· Ministerial responsibility

· Relationship between ministers and senior civil servants


	· Recap the structure of the executive, adding brief details of the role of departments, nationalised industries agencies, and quangos in delivering policy.

· Outline the role of ministers

· Consider the convention of individual ministerial responsibility, stressing that it does not mean that ministers always resign if they make a mistake. 

· Look at recent examples of ministers accepting responsibility (or not), including, but not just, resignations.  Does this suggest that the convention is working?

· Outline the features and role of the civil service and senior civil servants in particular. 

· Consider the formal relationship between ministers and senior civil servants.

· Consider the actual relationship between ministers and senior civil servants.
	
	

	Key developments within the core executive 


	
	
	· Only major developments will appear as questions on the exam paper, but candidates should be aware of other recent changes.

· You may prefer to cover key developments as they arise rather than leave them to the end of this topic.

· You may wish to provide a brief summary of changes as an appendix.




	Government and Politics H095: Contemporary Government of the UK F852

	Suggested teaching time
	5 hours
	Topic
	The judiciary

	Topic outline
	Suggested teaching and homework activities 
	Suggested resources
	Points to note

	Concepts

· Law

· Justice

· Separation of powers

· Judicial independence

· Judicial neutrality
	
	
	· As with legislatures and executives (above) the concepts must be taught at some point but, teachers should use their own judgement about the best time to introduce them. 

· If a concept has already been covered, all that needs to be done is to check that it is remembered and understood

	Judiciaries 

· Definition

· Nature

· Roles and functions
	· Review the definitions of nation, state and government developed when teaching legislatures.

· Recap the position of the judiciary within government, and in particular its membership, role, functions and power.

· Introduce or recap the concepts of the separation of powers, parliamentary sovereignty and the rule of law.


	
	· Unlike the legislature, it is possible to teach this topic more or less in specification order, if that is desired. 



	The appointment of judges 

· Background of judges

· Types chosen

· Political involvement in process
	· Start by providing a general but brief overview of the legal system and its associated concepts.  For example: 

· What is law?

· What is the difference between law and justice?

· Sources of law

· Types of law
· Main features of the legal system in England and Wales

· The court system

· The judiciary

· Use current examples where possible to illustrate the point being made.
· Consider the method of appointing judges

· Analyse the degree of political involvement in this process

· Consider the background of judges who have been appointed and issues that this raises

· Consider issues of political bias and its consequences

· Consider issues of social bias and its consequences

· Use current examples where possible to illustrate the points being made.
	· The Department of Constitutional Affairs website contains a lot of useful information on the legal system, rights, judges, appointments, the constitution  etc www.dca.gov.uk/index.htm 
	

	Judicial review 

· Role, importance and impact

· The powers of the courts
	· Consider the whole idea of judicial review
· Contrast its operation in the UK and the USA (where it might be regarded as constitutional review) in outline 

· Consider in more detail its operation in the UK: the process, powers of the courts, frequency of use, possible outcomes, success rates etc.
· Assess the role, importance and impact of judicial review.

· Use current examples, where possible, to illustrate the point being made.
	
	

	The European dimension

· The European Court of Human Rights, the European Convention on Human Rights and the Human Rights Act

· The European Court of Justice
	· Outline the origins and role of international courts with a range of examples

· Distinguish clearly between the European Court of Human Rights and the European Court of Justice -their origins, jurisdiction, powers.

· Consider the value of the ECJ

· Consider the value of the ECHR

· Use current examples where possible to illustrate the points being made.
	
	· One of the most common errors of AS papers is the total confusion of the ECHR and the ECJ. Stress the difference at every opportunity. 
· Consider covering this topic in outline at this point, but then returning to it in more detail after teaching the European Union and Rights, Liberties and Redress of Grievance

	The separation of powers 

· Relationship between the judiciary, the executive and the legislature

· The role of the Lord Chancellor/Secretary of State for Constitutional Affairs
	· Consider the relationship between the judiciary and the other branches of government

· What power does the judiciary have over the other branches of government? Statutory interpretation, judicial review, declarations of incompatibility etc.

· What power do the other branches of government have over the judiciary?: Create the laws that judges apply, determine the structure, functions and powers of courts and judges, appoint, remunerate, dismiss etc.

· Other factors in the relationship: inquiries, sub judice laws

· What does this indicate about the relationship? How independent is the judiciary? Distinguish between the constitutional relationship and the ‘real’ relationship.

· Use current examples, where possible, to illustrate the point being made
	
	

	Key developments in the judiciary 
	
	
	· Only major developments will appear as questions on the exam paper, but candidates should be aware of other recent changes.

· You may prefer to cover key developments as they arise rather than leave them to end of this topic.

· You may wish to provide a brief a summary of changes as an appendix.




	Government and Politics H095: Contemporary Government of the UK F852

	Suggested teaching time
	5 hours
	Topic
	The constitution

	Topic outline
	Suggested teaching and homework activities 
	Suggested resources
	Points to note

	Concepts

· Devolution

· Sovereignty

· The rule of law

· Separation of powers

· Federalism
	
	
	· As with legislatures, executives and judiciaries (above) the concepts must be taught at some point but, teachers should use their own judgement about the best time to introduce them. 

· If a concept has already been covered, all that needs to be done is to check that it is remembered and understood.

	Constitutions

· Definition

· Nature

· Role and functions

· Powers
	· Provide a clear definition of a constitution and ask students to provide examples from the UK of each element in the definition

· Provide US examples by way of contrast
	
	

	Sources of the UK constitution 

· The royal prerogatives

· Conventions

· Common law

· Statute law

· Works of authority

· Membership of international organisations
	· Consider each source and illustrate each with an example from contemporary British politics
	
	· Like legislatures, the specification order for this topic should not be regarded as a guide to the order in which the topics should be taught.

· For example, a better order might be:

· Definition

· Sources

· Principles

· Impact of EU

· Written vs unwritten

· Further, depending on what has already been taught, several parts of this topic may simply require recapping what is already known with a modicum of infilling

	Characteristics of constitutions 

· Flexible and rigid constitutions

· Written and unwritten constitutions

· Codified and uncodified constitutions
	· Consider the value of written/codified constitutions vs unwritten/uncodified ones.

· Use current examples, where possible, to illustrate the point being made.

· Brief references to the USA provide a useful contrast and a link to A2 for those pursuing the USA option.
	
	

	The underlying principles of the UK constitution 

· The sovereignty of parliament

· The rule of law

· The unitary state

· Parliamentary government

· Constitutional monarchy
	· Recap each principle and provide an example from contemporary British politics

· Use current examples, where possible, to illustrate the point being made
	
	

	Impact of EU membership on the UK constitution

· Executive, legislative and judicial
	· Consider the impact of EU membership on the UK constitution 


	
	· This could be left until the EU has been taught as a separate topic

	Key developments in the UK constitution and constitutional reform
	
	
	· Only major developments will appear as questions on the exam paper, but candidates should be aware of other recent changes.

· You may prefer to cover key developments as they arise rather than leave them to the end of this topic.

· You may wish to provide a brief summary of changes as an appendix.




	Government and Politics H095: Contemporary Government of the UK F852

	Suggested teaching time
	5 hours
	Topic
	Rights, liberties and the redress of grievances

	Topic outline
	Suggested teaching and homework activities 
	Suggested resources
	Points to note

	Concepts

· Equality

· Liberty

· Justice

· Rights

· Duties
	
	· The Liberty and Charter 88 websites, amongst others, have a wide range of information on rights, both general and specific:

· www.liberty-human-rights.org.uk/ 

· www.charter88.org.uk/

	· As with all the above, the concepts must be taught at some point but, teachers should use their own judgement about the best time to introduce them. 

· If a concept has already been covered, all that needs to be done is to check that it is remembered and understood

	Rights

· Natural

· Positive

· Human

· Civil

· Limits to

· Threats to

· Citizens’
Liberties

· Citizens’ and individual

· Limits to

· Threats to
	· Consider the classic questions and in the process of doing so, tease out the various different sorts of rights:

· What are rights?

· What rights do we have?

· Why do we have them?

· Where do we get our rights from?

· Do we have duties?

· Why?

· What are they?

· Etc.

· Then consider the wider issues

· The nature of rights in the UK

· What threatens our rights?

· What limits our rights? 

· How can we protect our rights?
· Use current examples, where possible, to illustrate the point being made
	
	· The distinction between rights and liberties will not be examined at AS level and teachers wish to treat them as being identical for all practical purposes

· This topic is, potentially, one of the most obviously synoptic on the AS specification. Teachers may want to exploit this link in preparation for A2, whether they will be offering the US or the theory option

	The protection of rights and liberties 

· Roles and relative importance of the ECHR, judiciary, parliament, media, pressure groups and other methods of protecting rights and liberties


	· Develop the last point by considering in more detail the role of the institutions already covered in the course, in protecting rights:

· Parliament - MPs, opposition etc.

· The judiciary

· The constitution

· Touch on and look ahead to institutions yet to be covered:

· International treaties, conventions and courts

· Pressure groups

· The media

· Consider other important protections that do no exist in the UK:

· bills of rights

· Use current examples, where possible, to illustrate the point being made


	· News websites, such as BBC and Channel 4, are good sources of current examples
	

	The redress of grievances 

· Methods of obtaining redress, e.g. MP, councillor, ombudsmen, administrative tribunals, pressure groups, judicial review

· Relative effectiveness of those methods
	· Using examples of specific grievances, discuss how they might have been redressed and build up a list of mechanisms, their strengths and their weaknesses

· Use current examples, where possible, to illustrate the point being made
	
	

	Key developments in rights, liberties and the redress of grievances 


	
	
	· Only major developments will appear as questions on the exam paper, but candidates should be aware of other recent changes.

· You may prefer to cover key developments as they arise rather than leave them to the end of this topic.

· You may wish to provide a brief summary of changes as an appendix.






	Government and Politics H095: Contemporary Government of the UK F852

	Suggested teaching time
	15 hours
	Topic
	The European union 

	Topic outline
	Suggested teaching and homework activities 
	Suggested resources
	Points to note

	Concepts

· Federalism

· Devolution

· Subsidiarity

· Sovereignty
	
	
	· As with all the above, the concepts must be taught at some point but, teachers should use their own judgement about the best time to introduce them. 

· If a concept has already been covered, all that needs to be done is to check that it is remembered and understood.

	The EU 

· Nature

· Origins

· Aims and objectives
	· Place the topic in its wider historical, political and geographical background

· Can students say what the EU is?

· What do they think of it?

· Why?  

· Can they draw a map of Europe?

· Can they identify all the countries of Europe in an outline map?

· Consider some simple economics

· Why do countries trade?

· What barriers are there to trade?

· If trade is good, why do countries impose barriers to trade?

· How can these barriers be removed?

· What prevents these barriers being removed?
	· 1997 Referendum Party Campaign Video
	· Only the nature, origins and aims of the EU will be examined, but teachers may think it worthwhile developing a broader understanding of the EU before considering the specification requirements in more detail  

	The structure of the EU 

· The Council

· The Council of Ministers

· The Commission

· The European Parliament

· The European Court of Justice

· The decision making process
	· Consider the key features of each institution:

· membership

· role

· power

· Consider in outline, how policy is made, if possible by following a real example.
	
	· A detailed knowledge of the decision making processes of the EU is not required, but candidates should know about the role of each institution in making policy including aspects like the use of QMV

	The impact of membership of the EU on the British government, politics and constitution 

· British government and politics

· Issues such as enlargement and the euro
	· Consider the impact of membership on:

· Sovereignty, national and parliamentary 

· Parliament

· The judiciary

· The executive

· Political parties

· Pressure groups
· The political agenda

· Consider issues such as federalism
	
	· Relate to the constitution above.

	Key developments in the EU affecting the UK
	
	
	· Only major developments will appear as questions on the exam paper, but candidates should be aware of other recent changes.

· You may prefer to cover key developments as they arise rather than leave them to the end of this topic.




Sample Lesson Plan: Government and Politics H095 Contemporary Government of the UK F852

The Legislature. The role and work of the Opposition in the House of Commons
OCR recognises that the teaching of this qualification will vary greatly from school to school and from teacher to teacher. With that in mind, this lesson plan is offered as a possible approach but will be subject to modifications by the individual teacher.

Lesson length is assumed to be one hour.

Learning objectives for the lesson

	Objective 1
	Ensuring grasp of the role of Opposition in the House of Commons.  Ensure link to theoretical concepts in specs - democracy - accountability - responsible government is clearly made.

	Objective 2
	Grasp of merits and demerits of contemporary opposition - its value to the UK system of government.

	Objective 3
	Clear picture of actual work of opposition in the Commons - methods of attaining its objectives - fulfilling its role - appropriate depth on items such as Questions - Committees etc noted and understood.

	Objective 4
	Balance focus between AO1 (Ob 3), AO2 (Ob 1 and 2) and AO3 (Recap).


Recap of previous experience and prior knowledge

· Typical Qu 1 (a) – question on Backbenchers. Timed conditions. Ensuring scope for differentiation between opposition MPs as opposed to backbenchers. 

· Collect in structured notes on Opposition which will have been previously set for homework. You will have specified in this homework what students should read and the headings under which they should make notes. (Page references from textbook and headings) Check these while they do timed question.

Content

	Time
	Content

	5 minutes
	Normal daily update of major political news. 8 May 2007. Scottish election implications. What did Opposition achieve? [All lessons start with political update] Key points noted as exemplar material.

	5 minutes
	Question/discussion on their current knowledge of UK Parliamentary Opposition. Leaders? Recent work?  Role?  Scope? Questions and discussion based on reading and likely AS questions - listed on Board.


	Time
	Content

	20 minutes
	Using Parliament Channel – (edited) - either on video or via PowerPoint. Clips from PM Questions - Debate on 2nd Reading - Standing Committee - Select Committee - Ministerial Questions - Adjournment Debate - Opposition Day. After each clip - pause - what was achieved by Opposition Front and Backbenchers?  Get them to note examples. Ensure they know how to use Commons Website to get their own examples. (Should be part of next homework).

	15 minutes
	Pull discussion together. Discussion on general role of Opposition. To just oppose? Constructive work there? Just symbolic?  Value for money? Ensure they note key points each way for AO2 purposes. Ensure balance is there. 3/4 points each way to be noted.

	10 minutes
	Work in pairs to produce survey of problems facing opposition leaders, front benchers, whips and backbenchers in carrying out their roles.  Brief plenary on this. 


Consolidation

	Time
	Content

	5 minutes
	They design plan for likely Qu 1 c) or Qu 2 on Opposition. 

	10 minutes
	Comment on individual plans and look at likely questions on Opposition. One to be done under timed conditions in next lesson. Further reading set on topic article on Cameron in ‘Economist’- two (specified) in Politics Review on role of Opposition and Backbenchers and  relevant chapter in Philip Norton’s ‘Parliament’. Photocopy if licensed.


Other forms of Support

In order to help you implement these new specification effectively, OCR offers a comprehensive package of support. This includes:

OCR Training
Get Ready…introducing the new specifications
A series of FREE half-day training events are being run during Autumn 2007, to give you an overview of the new specifications.

Get Started…towards successful delivery of the new specifications

These full-day events will run from Spring 2008 and will look at the new specifications in more depth, with emphasis on first delivery.

Visit www.ocr.org.uk for more details.

Mill Wharf Training

Additional events are also available through our partner, Mill Wharf Training. It offers a range of courses on innovative teaching practice and whole-school issues - www.mill-wharf-training.co.uk. 

e-Communities
Over 70 e-Communities offer you a fast, dynamic communication channel to make contact with other subject specialists. Our online mailing list covers a wide range of subjects and enables you to share knowledge and views via email.

Visit https://community.ocr.org.uk, choose your community and join the discussion!

Interchange

OCR Interchange has been developed to help you to carry out day to day administration functions online, quickly and easily. The site allows you to register and enter candidates online. In addition, you can gain immediate a free access to candidate information at you convenience. Sign up at https://interchange.ocr.org.uk
Published Resources
Published Resources

OCR offers centres a wealth of quality published support with a fantastic choice of ‘Official Publisher Partner’ and ‘Approved Publication’ resources, all endorsed by OCR for use with OCR specifications.

Publisher partners

OCR works in close collaboration with three Publisher Partners; Hodder, Heinemann and Oxford University Press (OUP) to ensure centres have access to:

· Better published support, available when you need it, tailored to OCR specifications 

· Quality resources produced in consultation with OCR subject teams, which are linked to OCR’s teacher support materials

· More resources for specifications with lower candidate entries

· Materials that are subject to a thorough quality assurance process to achieve endorsement

Heinemann is the publisher partner for OCR GCE Government and Politics
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Heinemann is producing the following resources for OCR GCE Government and Politics for first teaching in September 2008.

Sutherland, J, Canwell, D, Walsh-Atikins, P. AS Student Book.

Sutherland, J, Canwell, D, Walsh-Atikins, P. A2 US Government and Politics CD ROM.

Sutherland, J, Canwell, D, Walsh-Atikins, P. A2 Political Ideas and Concepts CD ROM.
Approved publications OCR still endorses other publisher materials, which undergo a thorough quality assurance process to achieve endorsement.  By offering a choice of endorsed materials, centres can be assured of quality support for all OCR qualifications.
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Endorsement

OCR endorses a range of publisher materials to provide quality support for centres delivering its qualifications. You can be confident that materials branded with OCR’s “Official Publishing Partner” or “Approved publication” logos have undergone a thorough quality assurance process to achieve endorsement. All responsibility for the content of the publisher’s materials rests with the publisher.

These endorsements do not mean that the materials are the only suitable resources available or necessary to achieve an OCR qualification. Any resource lists which are produced by OCR shall include a range of appropriate texts.
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= Innovative Teaching Idea


All the teaching ideas contained in the SOW are innovative, but the icon is used to 


Highlight exceptionally innovative ideas.

















= Stretch & Challenge Activity 


This icon is added at the end of text when there is an explicit opportunity to offer


Stretch and Challenge.











= ICT Opportunity 


This icon is used to illustrate when an activity could be taught using ICT facilities.
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