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Sources for Question 1

Read the sources below and use them when answering Question 1.

Source A

Comments by former Cabinet Ministers about their time in Cabinet

“Vital decisions were simply made elsewhere.”

“The Prime Minister expected us to turn up, have a vigorous discussion, and then agree with her.”

“In the end it was a Cabinet committee which sorted out which bills would go into the Queen’s Speech.”

Source B

The Prime Minister and the Cabinet

Failing to get a majority in the election of 2010 has had a real impact on both the Cabinet and Prime 
Minister. Traditionally a new Prime Minister had more control over whoever he or she wanted in any 
ministerial post, and could reshuffle at will. Now key decisions on jobs and policy have to be discussed 
and agreed with coalition partners. The Cabinet has increased in status as collective responsibility 
has become much more of an issue because Liberal-Democrats have to support their Conservative 
colleagues and vice versa.
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Acknowledgements Booklet.  This is produced for each series of examinations and is freely available to download from our public website (www.ocr.org.uk) after the live examination series.

If OCR has unwittingly failed to correctly acknowledge or clear any third-party content in this assessment material, OCR will be happy to correct its mistake at the earliest possible 
opportunity.

For queries or further information please contact the Copyright Team, First Floor, 9 Hills Road, Cambridge CB2 1GE. 

OCR is part of the Cambridge Assessment Group; Cambridge Assessment is the brand name of University of Cambridge Local Examinations Syndicate (UCLES), which is itself a 
department of the University of Cambridge.
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