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Annotation Meaning
@ Unclear
]
x Wrong

Correct/good. Page seen

Source (use of source in Qla and Q1b)

H

Knowledge (use of own knowledge in Qla and Q1b)

To show the area of response referred to by another annotation

Focus (lack of)

Repetition

Balance (lack of)

JE

Detail/depth (lack of, eg points not fully/relevantly developed or lacking examples/evidence)

Range (lack of)

Spelling/QWC

Case for

I4+H4 R HB|H

Case against

NB Examiners should use the above annotations to assist them in deciding their marks. They do not, however, have to use them to annotate every

instance seen.
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Subject-specific Marking Instructions

When marking, examiners must use both this mark scheme and the Assessment Matrix (see Appendix 1).

Examiners should refer to the OCR booklet Instructions for On-Screen Marking for details of all administrative procedures.
General Marking Instructions

Broadly speaking, and depending on the question, examiners should look for:

. a balanced and well-focussed answer;

which correctly identifies a number and range of relevant and important factors;
in detail;

and communicates these clearly in a logical, fluent and coherent style;
containing few, if any, errors of grammar, punctuation and spelling.

Examiners should also credit answers which display knowledge and understanding of:
. current examples;

o political concepts, theories and language;

o other political systems including the EU;

. parallels, connections, similarities and differences.

The Mark Scheme

The mark scheme provides an indication of a range of points which might be made, however, because of the nature of the subject, it cannot be
regarded as complete and individual examiners are expected to use their professional judgement and the guidance provided at the standardisation
meeting.

Examiners who have any concerns about an individual script should contact the Principal Examiner immediately.

The Assessment Matrix

For each of the assessment objectives the Assessment Matrix sets out the principal characteristics of each level of performance.



F852/01 Mark Scheme January 2012

Assessment Objectives 1 and 2

Award marks as follows:

Level Descriptor Mark Range
4 very good/excellent 10-12
3 good 7-9
2 limited 4-6
1 basic 0-3

Assessment Objective 3

o Credit the ability to communicate fluently, coherently, using specialist vocabulary, taking into consideration spelling, grammar and
punctuation.

o Where a full length answer is provided
o] Half the marks should be used to credit the ability to construct clear explanations and to communicate these in a clear, structured

manner, making use of the appropriate vocabulary

o] Half the marks should be used to credit spelling, grammar and punctuation.

o Where answers are short, examiners must use their judgement: a very short answer which meets the above criteria should not necessarily be
awarded full marks for AO3.

o Care must be taken not to penalise candidates for stylistic failings twice over, under AO2 and AO3.
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Question

Answer

Mark

Guidance

1

(@)

AO1:
Candidates will display knowledge of the functions of the
Cabinet.

The sources make several points, including decision
taking, supporting the Prime Minister as well as longer
term planning/decision taking by Cabinet Committees.
Source B makes other points such as the main ‘meeting
points’ between the coalition partners and a general
increase in status as a result of the coalition.

Own knowledge might include: the co-ordinating factor,
crisis management, giving status to a department/
individual, symbolising the nature and extent of the
coalition, brake on Prime Minister.

Reward any other possible items, particularly if they show

awareness of contemporary events relating to the Cabinet.

12

AO1[12]:

L4 (10-12) = very good/excellent
L3 (7-9) = good

L2 (4-6) = limited

L1 (0-3) = basic

o Be prepared to go to L3 if the points made in the
sources are well utilised and additional points,
particularly those of contemporary relevance, are made
to develop those points.

o Normally stop at L3 if there is no obvious ‘own
knowledge’ in terms of additional points, but if the
sources are really well utilised and the points there are
fully developed with effective use of contemporary
knowledge, then L4 is acceptable.
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Question Answer Mark Guidance
(b) AO1: 28 AO1 [12]:
The sources suggest several points/issues which might be L4 (10-12) = very good/excellent
considered, such as decision taking, the role of the Prime L3 (7-9) = good
Minister, membership of Cabinet Committees (the need for L2 (4-6) = limited
LD representation etc), appointments and policy making. L1 (0-3) = basic
The possible range of own knowledge is enormous, and
should show real awareness of what has happened to the
office since 2010. Awareness of the different styles and
‘power’ of Major, Blair and Brown should also be
rewarded. Those whose knowledge is heavily historical or
totally dependent on events since 2010 should not get
beyond L3. A theoretical list of powers which has only
limited obvious relevance should not get beyond L2,
however good the list is. The possible, or actual, limits,
such as party, the cabinet, the media, parliament, public
opinion, electoral failings could also play a large role in
the answer.
AO2: AO2 [12]:
Areas which might be considered in the discussion L4 (10-12) = very good/excellent
include: L3 (7-9) = good
o the extent to which prime ministerial power has been L2 (4-6) = limited
altered, reduced or increased L1 (0-3) = basic

o the impact of the ‘new’ role of the Deputy Prime
Minister

o the impact of coalition on appointment to Cabinet
and Cabinet Committees

. whether the role of cabinet and its committees, and
their status in the core executive, has changed

o the impact on policy making and the strategic
development of government

o the extent to which Cameron has been able to bring
in his ‘Big Society’ ideas and impose his economic
policies.

L4 answers should be clearly focussed on the Prime
Minister and whether or not his powers have declined,
and show a clear attempt at a balanced analysis.

L3 answers should show some balance and reasonable
focus.

Maximum L3 for a totally one sided (however good)
approach.

Maximum L2 for answers which lack
balance/focus/range or depth.

Credit candidates who are able to use contemporary
examples.

AO3 [4]: See Assessment Objective 3 on page 6.
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Question Answer Mark Guidance
2 AO1: 30 AO1[12]:
Expect description of the roles and functions of Parliament, L4 (10-12) = very good/excellent
both the Commons and the Lords. There should be L3 (7-9) = good
coverage of roles/functions such as: L2 (4-6) = limited
o legislation L1 (0-3) = basic
o legitimisation
. scrutiny ° There should be coverage of both Houses and a clear
o representation picture of the part that Parliament plays in the
o debate/forum government of the UK.
o provision of ministers. J Maximum L2 if only one House covered.
o Reward those who have recent examples of executive
dominance/Parliament being highly effective etc.
o “Parliament” only — L3.
AO2: AO2 [12]:
There should be a balanced discussion, arguing a case L4 (10-12) = very good/excellent
each way. L3 (7-9) = good
L2 (4-6) = limited
Points made in the case ‘for’ might be: L1 (0-3) = basic

o the need for a majority in the Commons

the scrutiny role of the Commons

the representative role of the Commons

the revising/debating/delaying role of the Lords
the importance of Private Members Bills.

Points ‘against’ might be:

o dominance by the executive of either or both Houses

o dominance by the executive of the legislative
process of Parliament

o limitations on debate/questions/committee etc

o key decisions on policy/legislative priorities being
made elsewhere

o the role of the whips, leaders of both Houses.

o L4 answers should be clearly focussed on Parliament
and show a clear attempt at a balanced analysis.

o L3 answers should show some balance and reasonable
focus.

o Maximum L3 for a totally one sided (however good)
approach.

. Maximum L2 for answers which lack
balance/focus/range or depth.

o Credit candidates who are able to use contemporary
examples.

AO3 [6]: See Assessment Objective 3 on page 6.
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3 AO1: 30 AO1[12]:
There should be awareness of the reforms to the Lords, L4 (10-12) = very good/excellent
particularly in membership and appointments as well as L3 (7-9) = good
the ending of the hereditary peers. Expect also awareness L2 (4-6) = limited
of other constitutional proposals of the coalition L1 (0-3) = basic
government and the outcomes of the debates/referendum
on reform of the voting system. Expect also knowledge of o Reward those who show real awareness of

the major constitutional changes since 1997 such as
devolution, the increased use of the prerogatives, the
referendums, the HR Act, any further reforms to the Lords,
new voting systems, elected mayors, the CRA, as well as
issues such as changes to the prerogative powers of war
and peace.

AO2:

There needs to be a full discussion and clear balance.
There is scope for a large number of very different cases,
ranging from those who argue that devolution was the
most important change, to those who could argue that the
implications of a coalition government on the core
executive and parliament have greater significance. Be
prepared to be very flexible.

contemporary developments and the current debate.

AO2 [12]:

L4 (10-12) = very good/excellent
L3 (7-9) = good

L2 (4-6) = limited

L1 (0-3) = basic

o L4 answers should be clearly focussed on the
constitution and show a clear attempt at a balanced

analysis.

. L3 answers should show some balance and reasonable
focus.

o Maximum L3 for a totally one sided (however good)
approach.

o Maximum L2 for answers which lack
balance/focus/range or depth.

o Credit candidates who are able to use contemporary
examples.

AO3 [6]: See Assessment Objective 3 on page 6.
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4 AOL: 30 |AOL[12]:
There should be a valid definition of the term and it L4 (10-12) = very good/excellent
should also be a clear one. The ways in which the L3(7-9)  =good
judiciary are seen to be independent, the methods of L2 (4-6) = limited
appointment, promotion, pay, dismissal etc should be L1(0-3)  =basic

known, and also the ways in which the ‘powers’ are
separated should be there as well. There should be
sound knowledge of the CR Act and reference made to
the new Supreme Court.

AO2:

There should be real awareness of the nature of what
independence is and how secure the judiciary is in terms
of tenure and decision-making. The relationship between
the judiciary on the one hand and the executive and the
legislature on the other should be discussed. Those who
get involved in the discussion about the social/leconomic
background of the judiciary might get some credit, but it is
only tenuously linked to this aspect of the question.

o Candidates will have the ability to define for L2 at best.

AO2[12]:

L4 (10-12) = very good/excellent
L3 (7-9) = good

L2 (4-6) = limited

L1 (0-3) = basic

o To get into L3 or above there should be a focussed
answer to the issue of ‘extent’.

o L4 answers should be clearly focussed on the judiciary
and its independence, and show a clear attempt at a
balanced analysis.

o L3 answers should show some balance and reasonable

focus.

o Maximum L3 for a totally one sided (however good)
approach.

. Maximum L2 for answers which lack

balance/focus/range or depth.
o Credit candidates who are able to use contemporary
examples.

AO3 [6]: See Assessment Objective 3 on page 6.
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5 AO1: 30 AO1[12]:
Expect knowledge of the decision-making process in the L4 (10-12) = very good/excellent
EU and how the UK participates in it. L3 (7-9) = good
L2 (4-6) = limited
Knowledge of the Council, Commission, Parliament and L1 (0-3) = basic
ECJ is expected. The ECHR is not relevant and references
to it should not be rewarded. Expect also knowledge of the
decision-making process itself, and the relationship
between the Commission, the Council and the Parliament.
Obviously reward those who have wider knowledge of
such institutions as the Committee on Regions, or the
ways in which pressure groups can access the decision
makers.
AO2: AO2 [12]:
What is looked for here is real awareness of the process L4 (10-12) = very good/excellent
and the UK’s part in it. L3 (7-9) = good
L2 (4-6) = limited
Do not reward rants against the EU, but expect L1 (0-3) = basic

explanation of how the UK and its representatives can,
and do, get involved and influence the decision-making
process. Expect comment on the role of prime ministers
and ministers and their respective councils, as well as on
the decision-making process from the Commission to
implementation. Expect also awareness of the role of the
MEPs and the powers of the European Parliament. Those
who also comment on the relationship between national
parliaments and the EU decision-making process should
be rewarded.

o L4 answers should be clearly focussed on the EU
decision-making process, and show a clear attempt at
a balanced explanation.

o L3 answers should show some balance and reasonable
focus.

o Maximum L3 for a totally one sided (however good)
approach.

o Maximum L2 for answers which lack
balance/focus/range or depth.

o Credit candidates who are able to use contemporary
examples.

AO3 [6]: See Assessment Objective 3 on page 6.
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Thera are four lavels of assessment of all thres ADS in the AS units, Level 4 is the highest level that can reasonably be expectad from a candidate at tha

and of the first year of study of an Advanced GCE course.

Thercugh and accurate knosdedpe and clear and detaled  High level of skill in the mierpeetation, analysis and evaluaton
undarstandng of relevant concepts, ideas and political af ralevant political information (incheding, whare appropnate,
systems. Where appropriale canddates will pravide the identificaban of parallels, conneclions, smilashes and
4 conyincing companaons betwesan them. diffarences with other political including the ELIY.
Abality to recognise bias and argurnent and 1o reason
affgctively towards an individual and informed conclusion.

Ability fo distinguish relevant and important factors
commecthy and integrate thasa into a balanced, well-
focused argument. Ability o communicale this dearly and
present it legibly and logicaly in fluent coberent style
containing few, if any, amors of grammar, punchuaton
and spelling.

Good knowladge and undersianding of relevant concepts, Good leved of skill in the interpratation, anahysis and evaluabon
ieas and polibcal systems. Where appropnale candidabes  of the relevant pobtical mfarmation (including, where
will provide good comparisons betesen them. appropriae, the identification of parallels, connections,
3 srmilanbes and diferences with olher political systems
including the EU). Same atlempt to repogniess bizs and faulty
argument and fa reason sensibly towands a sound conclusion.

Ability to dentdy the most mporiant faciors and present a
relevant argument legbily and cleary if, ot tmes, Bching
incisivaness. Thera may be occasional emors of

grammar, punciuation and speling,

Limited knowledge and undarstanding of relevant Limited laval of skl i the interpretation, anakyss and
eoncapls, dess and polibeal systems. Limited svareness  evaluation of the relevant politeal infeemabion fineluding,
of standard points of comparnison. where appropniate, the identification of parallels, connections,
simiantias and diferances with ather political s
2 including the EU). Limited atempt to explain a tew of the maone

abricus ponts central o the guestion and 1o recognsa and
dascribe some diffenng viewpoints. Reasoning may ba
incomplete and, while opireans may be offered, they are
uribkely to be supported by argument.

Limitad attempt to disinguish relevant matenal, which is
assembled nlo a limited arguenent with some sense of
order and legibdity. Thers may be some ermors of
grammar, punctuation and speling,

Eimnmgamﬂadm:mmundngﬂ Basic skl in the inerpretation, analyses and evabuation of
mﬂﬂtﬁnrﬂpﬁﬁlqﬂhml Such some of the relevant poliical information (induding, whera
understanding will be incomplete andlor ol appropeiate, the idenbficaton of parallels, connechions,
i Etmralavmmmdnwmﬂanamrﬁmrﬂam smilantes and differances with other political systams
Basic awaneness of standard ponts of comparison including tha EL). Basic attempl o axplam fha simpler poinis
caniral 1o the guesbon and it s likely that only one viespoint
will be recognised. Thers will be litthe evidance of reasoning.

An attempt s made to shape an grguement at & basic
leval, which lacks cohemance, legibilty and direction, and
is unselective. Contains intrusive emars of grafmmar,
punctuation and speling.

10



OCR (Oxford Cambridge and RSA Examinations)
1 Hills Road

Cambridge

CB12EU

OCR Customer Contact Centre

Education and Learning

Telephone: 01223 553998

Facsimile: 01223 552627

Email: general.qualifications@ocr.org.uk

www.ocr.org.uk

For staff training purposes and as part of our quality assurance
programme your call may be recorded or monitored

Oxford Cambridge and RSA Examinations

is a Company Limited by Guarantee

Registered in England

Registered Office; 1 Hills Road, Cambridge, CB1 2EU
Registered Company Number: 3484466

OCR is an exempt Charity

OCR (Oxford Cambridge and RSA Examinations)
Head office

Telephone: 01223 552552

Facsimile: 01223 552553

© OCR 2012




