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Sources for Question 1

Read all the sources below and use them when answering Question 1.

Source A

Debates and Questions in the House of Commons

Attendance at debates in the House of Commons, as any viewer of the BBC Parliament Channel 
can see, is often very low indeed. With most recent governments having comfortable majorities in the 
Commons, votes at the end of debates are foregone conclusions in the vast majority of cases. Points 
put forward by either opposition or backbenchers seem to have little effect. Committees which deal with 
legislation are controlled by the Whips. Question Time has become little more than an empty ritual, 
where leaders try and score points off each other and ministers try hard to avoid answering awkward 
questions. Only written answers have much effect, but they rarely arouse much media attention.

[Original material]

Source B

[Original material]

Reports in 2008 from the Select 
Committee for Public Accounts

24 June Preparations for the 2012 Olympics

22 June Defence contracts review

17 June  Funding for ethnic minority 
employment

10 June  Paying for decommissioning nuclear 
power stations

8 June Benefit fraud

3 June Overseas aid

The Select Committee for Home Affairs – 
enquiries for 2008

July 2008 Wheel clamping

July 2008 Knife crime

July 2008 Managing migration

June 2008 Policing for the 21st century

June 2008 Human trafficking
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Section A

Answer all the questions in this section.

1 (a)  Using the sources and your own knowledge, describe the methods by which the House of 
Commons scrutinises the executive.  [12]

 (b)  Using the sources and your own knowledge, discuss the importance of parliamentary 
committees. [28]

2 Discuss the view that the appointment and dismissal of ministers is the Prime Minister’s most 
important power. [30]

 Section A Total: [70]

Section B

Answer one question from this section.

3  Discuss the view that statute law is the most important source of the UK constitution.  [30]

4  To what extent is the judiciary independent in the UK? [30]

5  Discuss whether enlargement has been the most important European Union development for the 
UK since 1997. [30]

Section B Total: [30]

Paper Total: [100]
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Copyright Information

OCR is committed to seeking permission to reproduce all third-party content that it uses in its assessment materials. OCR has attempted to identify and contact all copyright holders 
whose work is used in this paper. To avoid the issue of disclosure of answer-related information to candidates, all copyright acknowledgements are reproduced in the OCR Copyright 
Acknowledgements Booklet. This is produced for each series of examinations, is given to all schools that receive assessment material and is freely available to download from our public 
website (www.ocr.org.uk) after the live examination series.

If OCR has unwittingly failed to correctly acknowledge or clear any third-party content in this assessment material, OCR will be happy to correct its mistake at the earliest possible 
opportunity.

For queries or further information please contact the Copyright Team, First Floor, 9 Hills Road, Cambridge CB2 1GE. 

OCR is part of the Cambridge Assessment Group; Cambridge Assessment is the brand name of University of Cambridge Local Examinations Syndicate (UCLES), which is itself a 
department of the University of Cambridge.
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