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Sources for Question 1

2

Section A

Answer all the questions in this section.

Read sources A and B below and use them when answering Question 1.

Source A
Prime ministerial power
Prime Minister
|
| | | | | |
Party Cabinet Parliament EU Council Prime M|n|sters Ministers and
Office Departments
Source B

© OCR 2009

Limits to prime ministerial power

It is easy to assume that the prime minister is all-powerful and can get through
any policy or act that he or she chooses. The cabinet can be bypassed and
reduced to a simple co-ordinating body. The government’s strategic planning is
now largely done in the prime minister’s own policy unit in Number 10. However
there are in fact several major limits to prime ministerial power. Parliament and
party can both be major barriers, as can the pressure of public opinion backed
up by a vocal media. Poor standing in the polls can also enable ministers and

rivals to block policy coming out of Number 10.
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Section A

Answer all the questions in this section.

1 (a) Using the sources and your own knowledge, describe the roles of the cabinet. [12]

(b) Using the sources and your own knowledge, discuss the view that there are too few limits on

the power of the prime minister. [28]

2 Discuss how effectively parliament checks the executive. [30]

Section A Total: [70]

Section B

Answer one question in this section.

3 Discuss the view that the constitutional reforms since 1997 have been of limited impact. [30]

4 Make out a case for and against the view that the most important role of the judiciary is defending
the rights and liberties of citizens. [30]

5 Discuss the impact EU membership has had on the UK government and constitution. [30]
Section B Total: [30]

Paper Total: [100]
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