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Edexcel Advanced GCE in Government and Politics (9GP01)
Notice to Centres, March 2009
It has been brought to our attention that there are some errors within the sample assessment materials for the Edexcel GCE in Government and Politics. 
1. There is an error within the grids for the A2 papers (units 3 and 4) showing the mark breakdown for each assessment criterion. The total mark for the short questions should be multiplied by three, and so the total should be 45 and not 15; while each individual question is worth 15 marks, candidates are required to complete three of these questions. 

24 marks should be allocated to AO2; 12 of these marks should be allocated to a non-synoptic allocation of AO2, and 12 marks should be allocated to the use of synoptic skills.

The grid should therefore appear as follows:

	
	AO1
	AO2
	AO3
	Total

	Short questions
	15
	21
	9
	45

	Essays
	12
	12
	9
	45

	Synopticity
	
	12
	
	

	Total Paper
	27
	45
	18
	90


These grids appear on the following pages:

	Unit 3 Topic A
	Page 115

	Unit 3 Topic B
	Page 127

	Unit 3 Topic C
	Page 139

	Unit 3 Topic C
	Page 155

	Unit 4 Topic A
	Page 171

	Unit 4 Topic B
	Page 189

	Unit 4 Topic C
	Page 201

	Unit 4 Topic C
	Page 215


2. There is an error in mark schemes of the A2 papers, relating to the mark schemes of the synoptic essay questions and the allocation of marks relating to assessment objective 2. 

Within the synoptic essay questions at A2:

· 24 marks are allocated to AO2

· 12 of these marks are allocated to a ‘non-synoptic’ application of AO2

· 12 of these marks are allocated to the application of synoptic skills.

Therefore, for each of the mark schemes, the allocation of marks in the left-hand column should state:

	A02 – non-synoptic

(12 marks)
	
	A02 – synoptic skills

(12 marks)

	Level 1

(1-4 marks)
	
	Level 1

(1-4 marks)

	Level 2 

(5-8 marks)
	
	Level 2 

(5-8 marks)

	Level 3

(9-12 marks)
	
	Level 3

(9-12 marks)


The questions and mark schemes where this error occurs are:

	Unit 3

Topic A
	
	
	Unit 4

Topic A
	

	Question 21
	Pages 121-122
	
	Question 21
	Pages 182-183

	Question 22
	Pages 123-124
	
	Question 22
	Pages 184-185

	Question 23
	Pages 125-126
	
	Question 23
	Pages 186-187

	Topic B
	
	
	Topic B
	

	Question 24
	Pages 133-134
	
	Question 24
	Pages 195-196

	Question 25
	Pages 135-136
	
	Question 25
	Pages 197-198

	Question 26
	Pages 137-138
	
	Question 26
	Pages 199-200

	Topic C
	
	
	Topic C
	

	Question 27
	Pages 148-149
	
	Question 27
	Pages 209-210

	Question 28
	Pages 150-151
	
	Question 28
	Pages 211-212

	Question 29
	Pages 152-153
	
	Question 29
	Pages 213-214

	Topic D
	
	
	Topic D
	

	Question 30
	Pages 165-166
	
	Question 30
	Pages 226-227

	Question 31
	Pages 167-168
	
	Question 31
	Pages 228-229

	Question 32
	Pages 169-170
	
	Question 32
	Pages 230-231
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