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Introduction

The overall standard of responses in Unit 4B was broadly in line with that in previous
exam sessions. There were relatively few examples of candidates misunderstanding or
misinterpreting questions although in some cases candidates did not make explicit their
understanding of the key concepts within a question by providing a concise definition. A
small minority of candidates opted to only answer two questions from section A; either
through choice or time constraints, and this should be strongly discouraged. An important
discriminator, as in previous years, was the extent to which candidates focused on the
specific question set. Candidates who did this were able to perform better. Some good
advice to candidates preparing for exams is to spend time thinking about the question,
identifying the key words or terms and, for essays in particular, planning their answer before
starting to answer the question.
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Question 1

A number of candidates focused on the various divisions within feminism, rather than on
criticisms of feminism as such. Stronger responses focused specifically on the grounds on
which feminism has been criticised, with most covering at least the conservative critique.
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Indicate your first question choice on this page.
You will be asked to indicate your second question choice on page 6.

Put a cross in the box [ indicating the first question that you have chosen. If you change your
mind, put a line through the box # and then indicate your new question with a cross [X
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This answer is accurate throughout. There are well developed
points with criticisms of feminism from a liberal, conservative

and a socialist perspective. This is an example of a strong level
three response.
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Question 2

This was a popular question with the majority of candidates identifying several relevant key
ideas. Stronger responses tended to have a wider range of ideas with accurate explanation
of each one.
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Indicate your first question choice on this pa'g'e.
You will be asked to indicate your second question choice on page 6.

Put a cross in the box X indicating the first question that you have chosen. If you change your
mind, put a liné through the box 8 and then indicate your new question with a cross X,
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Examiner Comments

This answer is very wide ranging. It is clear and accurate
throughout and is a strong level three response.
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Question 3

This was a reasonably popular question choice in this section. Stronger responses gave a
range of criticisms, with accurate explanation of each. A few candidates went on to explain
why some liberals support multiculturalism, which was not required for this question.
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Indicate your first question choice on this page.
You will be asked to indicate your second question choice on page 6.

Put a cross in the box [ indicating the first question that you have chosen. If you change your
mind, put a line through the box #& and then indicate your new question with a cross ¥,

Chosen question number: Question 1 [] Question 2 [ Question 3 x

Question 4 [ Question 5 [
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%Examiner Comments

This answer gives several points which are well
developed with clear and accurate explanations.
This is an example of a strong level three response.
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Question 4

The majority of candidates were able to make a clear or reasonably clear distinction
between the two terms and were able to give at least one example of how they differ.
Stronger responses tended to give more accurate definitions and were more able to explore
how far they differ.
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Indicate your first question choice on this page.
You will be asked to indicate your second question choice on page 6.

Put a cross in the box [X] indicating the first question that you have chosen. If you change your
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Examiner Tip
This answer is clear and accurate throughout.
It is well written and addresses the 'how
far' part of the question expertly. This is an
example of a strong level three response.

Make sure that you can provide clear
definitions of key terms. This helps to
ensure that you focus on addressing
the question.
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Question 5

This was one of the less popular questions in this section. Most candidates were able to
provide relevant criticisms, with stronger responses usually providing a wider range and
clearer explanation.
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Examiner Comments

This response has a good definition of sustainability.
There is a well-developed point on anthropocentrism
and an additional point about zero growth. This is an
example of a strong level three response.
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Question 6

This was a less popular question choice. The majority of responses addressed both sides of
the question and were able to provide a range of points, with explanation and development.
Stronger responses addressed the 'to what extent' part of the question throughout.
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Indicate which question you are answering by marking a cross in the box [X. If you change your
mind, put a line through the box # and then indicate your new question with a cross [X.
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wExaminer Comments

This answer is clear and accurate throughout. It
addresses the question and is wide ranging and
balanced. It is also comprehensive. This is an
example of a strong level three response.
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Question 7

This was a popular question choice. The majority of candidates were able to provide a
number of relevant points addressing both sides of the question. Stronger responses
considered both sides of the argument and generally had a wider range of points with
stronger evaluation throughout.
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Indicate which question you are answering by marking a cross in the box [X. If you change your
mind, put a line through the box #& and then indicate your new question with a cross [X.
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Examiner Comments

% ResultsPlus

This answer is wide-ranging with a number of well-developed
points which are clearly and accurately explained. There is

a strong focus on the question throughout, with appropriate
balance. It is very well structured and well argued. This is an
example of a strong level three response.
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Question 8

This was a popular question. The majority of candidates were able to explain the divisions
within feminism, linking these to the question throughout. Stronger responses addressed the
'to what extent' part of the question well, and sustained a clear argument from beginning to
end.
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Indicate which question you are answering by marking a cross in the box [X. If you change your
mind, put a line through the box & and then indicate your new question with a cross X.
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Examiner Comments

This response is clear and accurate throughout. It is well balanced
and very strong on what feminists have in common, as well as
covering the various divisions within feminism. It contains some very
good comparative and evaluative points and addresses the question
throughout. This is an example of a strong level three response.
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Paper Summary
Based on the performance on this paper, candidates should:

e Time themselves carefully on each question so as to avoid having to rush any answers and
to ensure that they answer all the questions required;

e Ensure that answers remain focused on the specific question that has been asked;
¢ Avoid lengthy introductions when answering section A questions;
e Provide balance where required, but only where required;

e Provide short definitions of key concepts as appropriate.
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Grade Boundaries
Grade boundaries for this, and all other papers, can be found on the website on this link:

http://www.edexcel.com/iwantto/Pages/grade-boundaries.aspx
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