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Introduction

A pleasing proportion of candidates had clearly been well-prepared for this examination.
Subject knowledge was particularly strong and there was, for the most part, a close focus
on the wording of the questions. The questions worked well for differentiation and all were
equally accessible to candidates. There were a number of outstanding responses across all
eight questions.

The most popular short questions were the responses on state sovereignty, followed by the
guestion on economic globalisation. The most popular long response was the question on
hard power followed by the question on the United Nations. The least popular short response
was the question on the Group of Eight. The least popular long question was on further
integration within the EU.

The advice from the last series of questions remains valid. As usual, there were a few key
differentiators between candidates’ responses. A crucial key to success in responding to the
longer essay questions is that candidates should recognise that four marks are awarded
here, not one.

Whilst Assessment Objective 1 (A01) knowledge may help a candidate to achieve 12 of

the available 45 marks, there are still 33 marks available for A02, synopticity, and A03.

A large proportion of candidates score well in AO1 because they provide detailed and
developed knowledge and understanding, with relevant and accurate work, but they can fail
to attain the marks that are available elsewhere. The intellectual skills required to perform
at the highest level in A02 revolve around the ability to provide analysis, evaluation, and
parallels or connections. This can be a challenge for those candidates who rely primarily

on production of learned fact and knowledge. Synopticity, where candidates are expected
to provide an awareness of competing viewpoints or perspectives, can be a weak area

for some. The longer questions are designed for debate and discussion of alternative
viewpoints. A03 can also be an issue for some candidates. There is a need to bring all of the
earlier AO elements into a structured and logical response here, enabling balance and the
appropriate use of political vocabulary.

It is evident that most, if not all, teachers are aware of, and focus on, the Further Guidance
for Route D document. This was prepared by the previous Principal Examiner and can be
found on the Edexcel website. This document provides additional content explanation and
advice to support the initial specification document. There are numerous other valuable
resources available including past papers and mark schemes. It is also pleasing to note that
teachers and students are making good use of recently developed resources.

The following scripts are primarily used to highlight access to L3 marks.
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Question 1

This was the most popular question in the 15 mark section of the examination paper this
year. There were few weak responses as most candidates were able to discuss the central
term with confidence and to put forward a number of reasons as to why sovereignty may
now be of declining importance. The most popular reasons were the rise in humanitarian
intervention, globalisation in all forms and the rise of international organisations and of
regionalism. Stronger responses were able to provide well evidenced and convincing cases
with a wide range of factors considered.
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This response begins well with a clear explanation/definition of the key term.
You will be asked to indicate y'four second question choice on page 6.

Put a cross in the box ¥ indicating the first question that you have chosen. If you change your
mind, put a line through the box # and then indicate your new question with a cross[X.

Chosen question number: Question 1 X Question 2 [ Question3 [
Question4 [ Question 5 [
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You should start the answer to your second question choice on page 6
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You should start the answer to your second question choice on page 6
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f ResultsPlus

Examiner Comments

A particularly strong effort which mentions a wide range
of factors including globalisation, interdependence/

interconnectedness, non-state actors, collective dilemmas and
regionalism.

OO ResultsPlus

Examiner Tip

A real strength of this response is that whenever
a point is made an example tends to follow.
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This response also begins very well with a clear explanation of the key term including
reference to Westphalia and a range of key elements.

Indicate your first question choice on this page.
You will be asked to indicate your second question choice on page 6.

Put a cross in the box [ indicating the first question that you have chosen. If you change your
mind, put a line through the box & and then indicate your new question with a cross &.

Chosen question number: Question1 X Question 2 Question 3
Question4 [l Question 5 £
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You should start the answer to your second question choice on page 6
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You should start the answer to your second question choice on page 6
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ResultsPlus

Examiner Comments

After a strong introduction the response discusses the so

called 'cobweb model' and the actions of TNCs where economic
sovereignty is concerned. International organisations,
particularly where supranationalism is apparent, are referenced
with a slightly confused example. International tribunals and the
communications revolution are also mentioned but without the
same level of focus. Still sufficient to ensure a L3 response.

A
%
J/ Results¥lus
Examiner Tip
Again, a decent introduction makes clear that the

candidate both understands the key term and the
necessary direction of the response.
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Question 02

This was the third most popular response from the 15 mark questions and provided a range
of responses. Stronger responses were able to clearly distinguish between the concepts of
superpowers and great powers with use of clear examples to support assertions. Weaker
responses tended to confuse the terms and to discuss the general concept of hierarchy
without being able to distinguish between them.
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This response takes a methodical approach to dealing with the question by starting with
a brief explanation of what the candidate believes to be the key elements of the two
types of power.

Chosen question number: Question1 [ Question 2 XN Question3 [
Question 4 [ Question 5 [

____________ A metod foweed towm e .
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% ResultsPlus

Examiner Comments

A range of factors is attributed to great powers including
military strength and economic power. The candidate explains
that China may be considered a great power is some respects
but not others. The military power of China is considered to be
regional rather than global like the US. The key element that

a superpower is often described as a great power with great
mobility of power is explained, and the Cold War identified as a
period where superpowers had global reach.
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A particularly direct introduction which immediately tries to apply the key elements of great
and superpowers.

Chosen question number: Question1 [ Question2 H Question3 [
Question4 [ Question 5 (3

4frm«éﬁaw¢(¢a¢(ymtd ...... AS.. . S tM‘fsM ...................
...... (o rank. amongst:.. .t baghtst. LOUArs.. g,/ La. hoorarchad
. SbALC Jo0URT. sasr.,—m 71;5 5. based apaa tte fudlo.

é.....f;rce, fo.probec (S dewel.. Z"efml-arrdi mmgm@a Ot
Jolbar hand, o superpovier. was. a.Goom covudd. 4}

Wiltvom For (1964) 14 e a /t'umcxf/'l | Ddordd Wir. Z
o, SWLAQ(&Q& Aot Chak. W@Mrm[ﬁ a ma{! _________
JPOURY. ;o Guedd povts. Ll greed mobility % AOUAL..
Thas. s, aﬁahﬂpm&fﬂé/f nOMA. ﬁd@“,wazﬂfs 00 (%% é.sx:s
%} AN J . econmc /u;:mrs os wtld as s

&%IM‘{V o ack  tail

ﬁrsbly ?fmr JOG AL MM@& Substan Z:fo’b( méc‘m&g

JPOMAL.. .. d?énd S0 bl s . Thas.is.Seen.. it

....... Clana.. wbo. das. He secancd. Lacg (5E rudit-ar Wj’
o malifo, & PP sanm’.l....y. ........ .Wpfa{wzafbﬁ ya /u ..... 0.A..
~and. 280 nuclear warbhuads, [lewtiss, what Skops...

You should start the answer to your second question choice on page 6
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GCE Government and Politics 6GP03 3D

17



........ m&m&tﬂdw%@#at&bwsmmcf}@m e

..... &Zﬁaaé’whaﬂd,qufupamwknyacfmqfﬁfdlé

...... howriur. (1S, comuas erzsaﬁswca/ack%/mmmes

_This tnostdetetdbdas. Aren. Stem. Puemer m?m-é/&

é(fbmko,mf‘?Sé,mﬁv%#wgad/&m.amﬁd{y
— S i

L Rlucked Trancan leaclsr. due i

corl which wes wiuskd as. speniy. amsdlies s bt

QOO?@«M&M ....... :Z;zuy&uc{-zéam{-
//Muﬁiw&umSwumwwwméﬁfasednaw
4565"1“‘:c;:tyzmd(—ﬁz‘MﬁS(*—Wzsd-rumly ______________
g/zmc@/a ...... Wi bid-ieenm. (P USH. ond USSA....

ﬁ ResultsPlus

Examiner Comments
Great powers are considered to be in the first rank of states
with economic and military power although on a regional basis.
William Fox is referenced with the description of superpowers as
great powers with great mobility of power with global reach and
the ability to take unilateral action.
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Question 03

This was a reasonably popular short 15 mark question and there were a number of very
strong responses. Stronger responses tended to provide a clear definition/explanation of
the central term and a wide range of reasons as to why regional organisations have become
more important. The most common reasons included globalisation as a cause of regionalism
with regionalism either acting as a defence against globalisation or as part of the process.
Political, cultural, economic and security regionalism were some of the areas explored and
explained.

GCE Government and Politics 6GP03 3D
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Not the best response to this question in terms of introduction. Other responses gave a
clearer definition and/or background but the strength of this response soon emerges.

Chosen question number: Question 1 Question 2 Question 3 K
Question 4 [ Question 5
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You should start the answer to your second question choice on page 6
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ﬁ ResultsPlus

Examiner Comments

A range of factors are identified and there is significant detail on the economic
element with reference to globalisation and interdependence. Regional blocs
are described as both stumbling and building blocs of globalisation and there is
plenty of detail here. A pleasing reference to numerous regional blocs is made.
Cultural protection and protection of and promotion of political interests are also
discussed with further examples.

A
Q ResultsPlus
Examiner Tip

Regionalism responses usually benefit from specific
examples of regional bodies over and above the EU.
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Question 04

This was the second most popular short 15 mark question which often led to very clear

and well defined explanations of the central term. A range of controversial elements were
covered, with many candidates providing a focus on perceived inequalities through a
discussion of neo-colonialism, dominance of the international financial institutions by certain
states, and the actions of TNCs. The impact on state sovereignty and problems associated
with economic globalisation such as consumerist materialism and environmental degradation
were also explored and explained by some candidates.
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A definition and explanation of the key term is clearly required in this question and is
delivered immediately in this introduction.

Chosen question number: Question 1 (] Question 2 (3 Question3 [
Question4 X Question 5 (1
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You should start the answer to your second question choice on page 6
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% ResultsPlus

Examiner Comments

Following a clear definition and lengthy explanation there

is an attempt to deal with controversy. A range of factors

is considered which includes what is called westernization.
There is an interesting reference to an octopus and to double
standards. The argument that economic globalisation inevitably
is a game of winners and losers is made with the suggestion
that the rich get richer and the poor poorer before a brief
argument against this view. The response concludes with an
explanation as to how economic globalisation may be seen as
a challenge to state sovereignty. The strong first part of the
response and range of factors helps to ensure a L3.

A
@ ResuitsP

Examiner Tip

us

Some questions specifically ask for definitions/
explanations of key terms and this candidate
came prepared.
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This response relies on a far more brief initial explanation of economic globalisation although
the explanation is enhanced by later comments.

Put a cross in the box ¥ indicating the second question that you have chosen. If you change
your mind, put a line through the box # and then indicate your new question with a cross &,

Chosen question number:  Question 1 £ Question2 £ Question3 &
Question 450 Question 5 £
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You should start the answer to your third question choice on page 9
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You should start the answer to your third question choice on page 9
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ﬁ ResultsPlus

Examiner Comments

Neo-colonialism allegations are investigated initially with
suggestions of exploitation and Chinese actions in Africa applied
as evidence. A second argument has a focus on links with neo-
liberal free market focus and western dominance via bodies
such as the IMF and W Bank. The final argument references the
perceived mutual vulnerability of economic globalisation and
the evidence applied in the consequences for all of the 2007/8
global crash.
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Question 05

This was the least popular short 15 mark question and provided a wide range of responses.
Stronger responses had a clear understanding of the organisation and of developments

over the course of the existence of the G8, including the relatively recent loss of Russia.
Stronger responses provided a wide and in-depth explanation of central criticisms. Criticisms
such as the unrepresentative make-up of current members, the development of the more
representative G20, failure to deal with the global economic downturn, as well as failure to
deal with poverty, inequality and climate change issues were explained by some candidates.

Quite a brief but clear introduction which introduces us to the G8, to membership and to
three highlighted criticisms.
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Indicate your second question choice on this page.
You will be asked to indicate your third question choice on page 9.

Put a cross in the box [® indicating the second question that you have chosen. If you change
your mind, put a line through the box 8 and then indicate your new question with a cross &,

Chosen question number:  Question 13 Question2 B Question 3
Question 43 Question5 X
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You should start the answer to your third question choice on page 9
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Plus

Examiner Comments

Failure to deal with the North South divide is discussed with a
particular criticism of the Gleneagles summit which had a focus
on debt relief. The second argument relates to the exclusion of
certain states from membership. Emerging economies such as
Brazil and India and even China are mentioned. The lack of an
African member is also lamented. The response finishes with

a scattergun of other criticism from failure to deal effectively
with the 2007/8 global crisis to Russian loss of membership and
failure to resolve issues such as climate change.
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Question 05

This response begins with an interesting reference to the collapse of the Bretton Woods
system and a brief explanation as to what the G8 is.

Indicate your third question choice on this page.

Put a cross in the box ¥ indicating the third question that you have chosen. If you change your
mind, put a line through the box #& and then indicate your new question with a cross X,

Chosen question number: Question 1 E3 Question2 [l Question3 [
Question 4 ] Question5 &

f(@g)%wg

You should start the answer to Section B on page 13
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You should start the answer to Section B on page 13
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Examiner Comments

The key arguments in this response are that the G8 is, first of
all, unrepresentative. The lack of an African member state is
mentioned and the suggestion that the G8 represents western
dominance in what is still a very powerful body. The fact that
China isn't a member despite the size of its economy is also an
area of focus and this is linked to the weakness of some existing
members such as Canada. The final argument relates to the rise
of the G20 which is considered to have been far more valuable
and effective in attempting to deal with the 2007 financial crisis
and economic downturn.
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Question 06

This was the second most popular of the longer 45 mark questions and many candidates had
been well prepared for this type of question with a wide range of knowledge and examples
used in response. A number of strong candidates provided clear criteria by which to judge
the organisation, and provided a balanced consideration of achievement. Candidates
discussed peace and security, human rights, economic and social development, as well as
international law, the environment and attempts to stop nuclear proliferation.
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Although not always free from error this response begins with an attempt to set out a
criteria for assessing UN achievement. Broad aims such as peace and security, economic and
social development and human rights protection are identified.

Indicate which question you are answering by marking a cross in the box &. If you change your
mind, put a line through the box # and then indicate your new question with a cross [X.

Chosen questlon number: Question6 B  Question7 [J  Question8 [
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(Total for Question = 45 marks)
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Examiner Comments

Following identification of some of the key aims of the United
Nations this response provides a lengthy consideration

of peacekeeping and the role of the UN. Successes are
contrasted with failure in cases such as Rwanda, Srebrenica
and Syria.Economic and social development has a focus on
the Millennium Development Goals and there is discussion of
human rights protection including the Universal Declaration
of Human Rights and the UN linked establishment of ad

hoc tribunals and the International Criminal Court. There

is a pleasing use of examples and the response fluctuates
between both sides of the argument.

Questions with a focus on assessment often benefit
from an initial set of criteria on which assessment can
be based.
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Question 07

This question was the least popular in this section but not by a wide margin. A few
candidates decided to focus almost exclusively on the Brexit debate and a UK perspective

on the value of further integration. A number of candidates provided particularly one-sided
responses, typically arguing against further integration rather than providing an awareness
of the counter view. Criticism of further integration tended to focus on the impact on state
sovereignty, a perceived democratic deficit within the EU, the issues focused on financial
crisis and immigration/free movement of labour. Support for further integration often tackled
the same areas, often arguing that further integration could solve a number of these issues.
A clear argument was often used to illustrate the benefits of current integration and those
which could ensue from further integration.

GCE Government and Politics 6GP03 3D

49



The introduction to this first response is content heavy and illustrates a clear knowledge of
structure and development of the organisation.

 Indicate which question you are answering by marking a cross in the box . If you change your
~ mind, put a line through the box & and then indicate your new question with a cross [X.

~ Chosen question number: Question 6 Question7 X  Question8 [
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Examiner Comments

This response is very strong on knowledge which is particularly
evident in the early part of the response, The candidate moves
to a consideration of arguments against further integration with
a criticism of existing integration in areas like the economy

and impact on state sovereignty including supranationalism in
the ECJ. The counter argument has a focus on the economic
benefits of integration and the benefits of further integration for
stability generally including economic and political.

us

A
2/ OO ResultsP!

Examiner Tip

A clearer focus on the specific question would
strengthen what is already a good response.
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This script has quite a direct introduction with a brief overview of the development of the
organisation followed by an introduction to both sides of the central debate.

Indicate which question you are answering by marking a cross in the box [X. If you change your
mind, put a line through the box #& and then indicate your new question with a cross [X.

Chosen question number: Question6 [  Question7 [ Question8 [
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N Results#lus
/\ Examiner Comments

The response moves to a knowledgeable explanation of the
structure of the EU including key institutions and there is some
debate about their effectiveness linked to further integration.
The response becomes stronger as it discusses key areas of
debate such as the extension of a foreign and security policy
with historic failings in Yugoslavia highlighted. There is an
argument that integration brings a host of benefits including
greater influence on the world stage. The perceived negative
elements of supranationalism are explored with a particular
reference to the ECJ and there is debate relating to the migrant
and refugee crisis. Prospects for enhanced peace and stability
are measured alongside impact on state sovereignty. There is

enough debate and knowledge to help this script to achieve a L3.
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Question 08

This was the most popular question from this section and allowed candidates to provide a
clear understanding of hard and alternative types of power. A sizeable number of candidates
were able to explore the value of hard and other types of power in detail, providing
excellent contemporary examples. A number of political commentators were referenced, and
candidates often discussed the realist and liberal perspectives involved.

This response begins with a clear explanation of the key term and immediately makes clear
the direction that the response will follow.

Indicate which question you are answering by marking a cross in the box [X. If you change your
mind, put a line through the box #& and then indicate your new question with a cross X.

Chosen question number: Question 6 [ Question 7 [ Question8
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WAExaminer Comments

There is an exploration of hard power, both historic and
contemporary with a focus on the muscular foreign policy

of both Russia and China in recent years with examples. A
convincing argument for the continued relevance of hard power
includes an explanation of US hard power and the Iranian quest
for nuclear hard power capability. Economic power including

US dollar strength and the international financial institutions is
also relevant to this question with the rise of China again used.
The case against hard power has a focus on hard power failings
including against terrorism as well as the possible discrediting
of hard power in Iraq. Hard power is also considered possibly
irrelevant in dealing with newer global issues such as the
environment. An explanation of the value of soft power linked
to globalisation and growing interconnectedness is relevant and
linked to the rise of China again.

Again, an example of an
introduction that makes clear
the direction of the response and
doesn't waste too much time on
background.
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A convincing two sided debate begins with an attempt at a brief explanation of hard power
including the Realist and Liberal perspectives.

Indicate which question you are answering by marking a cross in the box [&. If you change your
mind, put a line through the box & and then indicate your new question with a cross [X.

Chosen question number: Question6 £ Question7 [ Question8 ¥
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Examiner Comments

The argument for soft power is convincingly focused on complex
interdependence, spread of democracy and zones of peace.

The impact of globalisation is also discussed along with the
failings of hard power in certain situations including, possibly,
when fighting asymmetric war. The counter argument centres
on examples of hard power including contemporary cases such
as with a resurgent Russia in Crimea and Syria. Humanitarian
intervention and use of hard power is also relevant here.
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Paper Summary

Based on their performance on this paper, candidates are offered the following advice:

Try to provide brief definitions/explanations of key terms, even in the short responses.

Stronger 45 mark responses tend to provide a clear sense of direction in introductions
which include definitions/explanations of key terms and key points for discussion to
follow.

Quotes can be very useful but not in isolation. Make clear the relevance of a quote.

Reference back to the title usually ensures that a response is on target and remains
relevant.

Examples strengthen responses, particularly if they are contemporary.

Beware the temptation to explain all that you know rather than what is actually relevant.
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Grade Boundaries
Grade boundaries for this, and all other papers, can be found on the website on this link:

http://www.edexcel.com/iwantto/Pages/grade-boundaries.aspx
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