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Introduction

It is particularly pleasing to be able to report that students, on the whole, appeared very
well prepared for the Summer 4D examination. Subject knowledge was particularly strong
and there was, for the most part, a pleasing focus on the wording of the questions. With one
exception, there was little difference in the popularity of the short questions. The exception
was Q4 on the ‘war on terror’ and how it differs from traditional wars. This was, by some
distance, the most popular of the short questions. The most popular long response was the
question on the proliferation of nuclear and other weapons of mass destruction. The least
popular long response was on climate change.
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Question 1

This was quite a popular question and acted as a good differentiator with some outstanding
responses as well as some rather weaker attempts. Identifying a range of controversies
relating to courts and tribunals was key. A number of candidates attempted this question
without examples and relied on general observations. Stronger responses were able to use
examples such as the ICC and special tribunals as well as to discuss controversies such as
those linked to impact on sovereignty, western dominance, slow processing, lack of arrest
powers and double standards.

This is a decent effort which covers a range of controversies.

Indicate your first question choice on this page.
You will be asked to indicate your second question choice on page 6.

Put a cross in the box ¥ indicating the first question that you have chosen.
If you change your mind, put a line through the box #
and then indicate your new question with a cross X,

Chosen Question Number:

Question1 X Question2 [ Question3 [0

Question4 [ Question 5 £
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Examiner Comments A

There is a quick attempt at a definition ,Q =
\ ResultsPlus

and then a consideration of controversies

such as western cultural bias, impact on Examiner Tip
sovereignty, failure in some cases to uphold
human rights, double standards such as

There is credit in the bullet point identification of
Guantanamo Bay and slowness in acting.

additional factors at the end.
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This is a well structure response which provides a brief introduction and a collection of key
controversies.

Indicate your first question choice on this page.
You will be asked to indicate your second question choice on page 6.

Put a cross in the box & indicating the first question that you have chosen.
If you change your mind, put a line through the box #
and then indicate your new question with a cross {,
Chosen Question Number:
Question 1 Question 2 [ Question3 [
Question 4 [ Question 5 £
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ﬁ ResultsPlus

Examiner Comments

The definition is followed by a pleasing explanation
of western bias which is explored and explained with
example. Failure based on cost and time is discussed
with the Milosovic example used. The final significant
point is state sovereignty.

ResultsP

Examiner Tip

Where a range of points are required it is pleasing to note
a point followed by explanation and use of example.
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Question 2

There were some excellent responses to this question which made clear that dependency
theory is based on the neo-Marxist perspective, which suggests that traditional imperialism
gave way to neo-colonialism or dollar imperialism in the period following the end of World
War 2 and that it is linked to the world-system theory in which economically advanced
core areas dominate peripheral areas, dependent on agriculture and primary production.
Candidates argued that the South is still dependent on the North for foreign direct
investment, manufactured goods, skills and technology, and developing countries are
forced to sell primary products such as coffee or cocoa at prices which do not reflect their
true value. International aid is given in order to obtain political concessions and financial
institutions from the North, such as the International Monetary Fund and World Bank
provide highly conditional loans or use debt to force states to open their economies to trade
and multinational firms.

This is a good response which covers key elements of the theory. There is a clear
explanation supported with examples.

Indicate your first question choice on this page.
You will be asked to indicate your second question choice on page 6.

Put a cross in the box X indicating the first question that you have chosen.

If you change your mind, put a line through the box #
and then indicate your new question with a cross X,

Chosen Question Number:

Question 1 [ Question 2 [H Question 3 [

Question 4 ] Question 5 [l
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Examiner Comments

The Marxist view is identified and an explanation of

core and satellite or periphery states is made. The role
of TNCs is explored, with examples. The role of global
financial institutions is also explored, including SAPs, the
use of CAP and the WTO. Neo-colonialism is referenced
as well as the global South role of primary producing.
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This is a solid response worthy of L3 for the range of elements it identifies.

. Indicate your first question choice on this page.
You will be asked to indicate your second question choice on page 6.

Put a cross in the box i indicating the first question that you have chosen.
If you change your mind, put a line through the box #
and then indicate your new question with a cross X,

Chosen Question Number:

Question 1 [ Question 2 W Question3 [
Question4 [ Question 5 (]
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<d\ ResultsPlus

Examiner Comments

Identification of the Marxist perspective linked to core
and periphery states. Neocolonialism and the impact of
TNCs and globalisation is relevant. Examples strengthen
the response and the role of structural inequalities in the
global governance institutions is very helpful.
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Question 3

It was pleasing to note that many candidates were able to reference directly the ‘tragedy
of the commons’ idea as outlined by Garret Hardin and that sooner or later, the scenario
would lead to tragedy as the number of cattle came to exceed the ‘carrying capacity’ of
the land. Ultimately, all would suffer from the lack of coordination and recognition of the
bigger picture. As Garrett Hardin put it, ‘Freedom in a commons brings ruin to all’. The
theory shows how communities over-exploit shared environmental resources; the depletion
of common resources will occur as long as people are self-serving, and unilateral acts of
restraint such as reducing CO2 emissions are insufficient to tackle the problem. The limited
progress in establishing common action to deal with environmental concerns is evident

in the disappointment attributed to the perceived failure of international conferences and
agreements such as Kyoto and Copenhagen. The inability of the IPCC to bring states to
meaningful action is also an illustration of this issue. Agreements tend to be non-binding or
insufficient. There were a few weaker responses where candidates appeared to approach
this question with no real understanding of the theory.

A pleasing response with a clear understanding of the theory and ability to link to the
environment.

Indicate your first question choice on this page.
You will be'asked to indicate your second question choicé on page 6.

Put-a cross in the box X indicating the first question that you have chosen.
If you change your mind, put a line through the box 5
and then indicate your new question with a cross [¥

Chosen Question Number:

Question 1 [ Question 2 [ Question3 X

Question 4 [ Question 5 £
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Flus
Examiner Comments

A particularly clear explanation of theory and of
Garrett Hardin with a range of points linking theory
to the environmental crisis. These include the
unwillingness of states to engage in meaningful
meetings or agreements, the developed and
developing world split and the universal suffering
despite differentials in responsibility.
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Question 3

This is a well written response with a clear focus on the demands of the question. Pleasing
terminology throughout.

Indicate your second question choice on this page.
You will be asked to indicate your third question choice on page 9.

Put a cross in the box [ indicating the second question that you have chosen,

If you change your mind, put a line through the box #&
and then indicate your new question with a cross &,

Chosen Question Number:

Question 1 [ Question 2 [] Question3 #
Question4 [ Question5 [
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Examiner Comments

Hardin is referenced and key terms such as the 'free rider' idea and 'carrying capacity' are
mentioned. The lack of concerted efforts and the focus on economic prowess next to environmental
decline is clear. Self-interest and a lack of cooperation directly link the theory to reality.
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Question 4

This was by far the most popular of the short responses and produced a wide range of
quality in terms of responses. Weaker responses tended either to be descriptive accounts of
certain elements of the 'war on terror' or to focus on a single difference between the 'war on
terror' and traditional wars. This tended to be guerrilla tactics. Stronger responses provided
sharp explanations of the term and explained that the ‘war on terror’ is the attempt by

the USA and a few other states to destroy a number of groups which are considered to be
responsible for global terrorism. The 9/11 attacks served as a catalyst for this war. Although
the opening acts were reminiscent of traditional warfare with the assault on Afghanistan in
2001 and the invasion of Iraq in 2003, these actions gave way to a different kind of conflict.
They went on to explain that a traditional war tended to be fought against a distinct state
and against a uniformed and organised body of men. The ‘war on terror’ is often seen as a
‘new’ war in that it has taken many forms including asymmetrical conflicts and the weapons
of the ‘war on terror’ are not always military. This war seeks to tackle non-state actors and
terror groups. So called ‘rogue’ states are also a concern and a desire to limit the spread of
weapons of mass destruction is also a central theme. For some, the war on terror seems to
be almost exclusively directed at militant or radicalised Islam and can be linked to a clash of
civilisations.

This is a decent effort with an explanation of the conflict and a number of differences
identified.

Indicate your first question choice on this page.
You will be asked to indicate your second question choice on page 6.

Put a cross in the box [¥ indicating the first question that you have chosen.
If you change your mind, put a line through the box 58
and then indicate your new question with a cross X ,

Chosen Question Number:

Question1 [ Question2 [ Question3 [

Question 4 X[ Question 5 [
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Examiner Comments

There is a brief explanation of the war on terror which develops
as the response continues. The candidate makes clear that

it isn't a traditional state vs state conflict, that it is a conflict
possibly of identity, that it is asymmetric with use of guerrilla
tactics and that there is a military civilian blur. There is
reference to the clash of civilizations thesis.
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Question 4

This is a strong yet slightly unusual response which discusses an element that few others
discussed in their attempts.

Indicate your second question choice on this page.
You will be asked to indicate your third question choice on page 9.

Put a cross in the box ¥ indicating the second question that you have chosen.

If you change your mind, put a line through the box &
and then indicate your new question with a cross X ,

Chosen Question Number:

| Question1 [J Question 2 [ Question3 [J
' Question4 B Question 5
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ﬁ ResultsPlus

Examiner Comments

There is a brief explanation of the key term in the first
paragraph but this is developed as we move to paragraph
two. The asymmetric element is discussed and explained
as is the fact that the war isn't and may not be resolved.
There is an interesting argument about the conflict being
fought in a range of non-traditional ways.

GCE Government and Politics 6GP04 4D
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Question 5

There were a wide range of responses to this question with some, at the higher level,
providing definitions and a range of examples to illustrate and support explanation. A small
number of candidates ignored the term 'corruption' and instead simply wrote about poverty.
Corruption is a failure to carry out ‘proper’ or public responsibilities (good governance)
because of the pursuit of private gain, usually, in this context, involving misappropriation of
aid. Aid can be channelled through recipient-country governments and bureaucracies where
power is concentrated in the hands of an elite and where accountability is undeveloped.
Corrupt leaders can divert resources towards a privileged few rather than towards the
majority. Aid can even be used to strengthen the power hold of authoritarian regimes
through subverting opponents and building up the elements of state control such as the
military. Stronger candidates were able to explain that corruption and bribery can lead to
economic waste and inefficiency because resources are allocated to the activities which yield
the greatest bribes, commissions or kickbacks. This may be aid or expenditure based on
other sources. It could be argued that investment and expenditure becomes geared towards
large defence projects and ‘white elephants’ rather than economic development, education
or health. There were some excellent examples used in stronger responses. Mugabe in
Zimbabwe, North Korea and FIFA received numerous references.

There is a brief explanation or definition of key terms and then a focussed consideration of
the link between poverty and corruption.

Indicate your second question choice on this page.
You will be asked to indicate your third question choice on page 9.

Put a cross in the box X indicating the second question that you have chosen.
If you change your mind, put a line through the box 3
and then indicate your new question with a cross X,

Chosen Question Number:

Question 1 [ Question 2 [ Question3 [

Question4 [ Question5 ®
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Examiner Comments

The negative impact of corruption on business and
economic growth is explored and the impact of corruption
on key areas such as health and education. The cycle of
poverty is explained with aid failing to reach intended
targets and public spending often ineffective as a
consequence of corruption. Capital flight with corrupt
leaders is also explained with an example.
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There are a number of examples used to support this response and the points that it makes.

Indicate your second question choice on this page.
You will be asked to indicate your third question choice on page 9.

Put a cross in the box & indicating the second question that you have chosen.
If you change your mind, put a line through the box &
and then indicate your new question with a cross X

Chosen Question Number:

Question1 [ Question2 [ Question3 [

Question4 [ Question 5 X
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wExaminer Comments

Impact on education and health of corruption and
diverted finance is made clear with military budgets
often benefitting in order to maintain and protect corrupt
administrations. Theft and corruption in Nigeria and
elsewhere is used to support the developing argument
and there is a useful point about the impact of corruption
on outside investment via multinational companies.
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Question 6

This longer essay received the fewest responses in Section B. This was possibly a
consequence of the popularity of question 8 in particular. There were some particularly
strong responses to this question where candidates balanced state sovereignty and selfish
national interest (tragedy of the commons) with positive steps such as international
co-operation in conferences such as Kyoto and Copenhagen and through the IPCC. Few
candidates approached this question without a decent amount of knowledge.

This response covers a great deal of ground and sticks closely to the demand of the question
as it develops. There is a pleasing mix of knowledge and analysis and a decent structure.

Put a cross in the box [ indicating the question that you have chosen.
If you change your mind, put a line through the box #&
and then indicate your new question with a cross X,

Chosen Question Number:

Question6 [X Question7 [] Question8 [
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ﬁ ResultsPlus

Examiner Comments

The response discusses all of the major summits
from Rio through Kyoto to Copenhagen with positives
and negatives explored in each. The developed vs
developing world argument is made clear and there
is an awareness and use of central terms such as
'free rider' and tragedy of the commons. This is a
well-balanced response.
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Another example which covers a significant amount of ground with pleasing factual material
used to support both sides of the debate.

Put a cross in the box ¥ indicating the question that you have chosen.
If you change your mind, put a line through the box #¢
and then indicate your new question with a cross [X],

Chosen Question Number:
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Examiner Comments
The tragedy of the commons is referenced to introduce
debate covering conferences and other elements which
imply significant action or lack of. Kyoto and Copenhagen
knowledge is used to argue both sides and the developed and
developing world argument is made clear. Debate between

reformists and radicals explains the difficulty in achieving
significant action.
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Question 7

This was a reasonably popular question although nowhere near as popular as Q8. There

were a significant number of very strong responses which makes clear that students were

well prepared for a question on universal human rights. Definitions were very strong and
both sides of the debate were explored in detail with excellent examples.

Strong responses explained that human rights are rights to which people are entitled by

virtue of being human. Human rights are universal in the sense that they supposedly belong

to all humans rather than to members of any particular country, religion, race, gender or
other group.

There is a growing body of human rights international law, NGOs such as Amnesty
International and Human Rights Watch serve to expose abuses of human rights and
encourage states to improve their protections for human rights.

International courts have been increasingly active in the area of human rights and
Humanitarian Intervention has taken place. Counter arguments often focussed on how
the concept of human rights has been criticised as having a western bias which reflects
a western, liberal model of human nature that emphasises rights and entitlements over
obligations and social belonging. In this respect, universal human rights can be seen as
a form of cultural imperialism. Such views have been advanced most clearly by Muslim
thinkers who believe that human well-being is divinely ordained, and by some Asian
politicians who champion the notion of ‘Asian values’ or of communitarianism above
individual concern.
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This is a decent response which raises some central points following a definition and
overview of the debate.

Put a cross in the box & indicating the question that you have chosen.
If you change your mind, put a line through the box #
and then indicate your new question with a cross X,

Chosen Question Number:

Question 6 [J Question7 X Question8 [
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% ResultsPlus

Examiner Comments

Significant arguments on both sides ensure that

this is a well-balanced and thoughtful response.

Key elements in opposition to the assertion are the
significance of sovereignty, selective intervention and
cultural differences. In support of the statement we
can find references to the Universal Declaration of
Human Rights, the CNN effect, R2P and humanitarian
intervention with examples.
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This is a particularly strong response which provides a large number of examples in support
of assertions made.

Put a cross in the box [ indicating the question that you have chosen.
If you change your mind, put a line through the box &
and then indicate your new question with a cross X,

Chosen Question Number:

Question 6 [ Question 7 Question8 [J
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Examiner Comments

The definition is solid and there is a convincing argument centred on
the UDHR, role of the UN, IGOs such as the ICC, spread of cultural
globalisation and other NGOs. A counter argument includes Asian

values, the Communitarian view, Islamic critique and failings of the
international human rights institutions.
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Question 8

This was certainly the most popular longer question on the examination paper and worked
very well as a differentiator.

Stronger responses were able to draw on a detailed knowledge to support key arguments.
Students argued that, not only do these weapons have the potential to inflict massive
collateral damage with devastating implications for civilian populations but they are also key
assets in the security dilemma and in development of state power.

The actions of the United States in attempting to prevent the proliferation of weapons of
mass destruction have been linked to conflicts such as the Iraq war, Libyan intervention

and Syrian conflict in recent years. There is ongoing concern about the Iranian nuclear
situation and potential conflict involving Israel. North Korea continues to be a cause for
concern. Whilst most attention has focussed on the nuclear threat, the relative ease in which
chemical and biological weapons can be developed has led to a growing concern about these
types of weapons. The perceived failure of the International Atomic Energy Agency, Nuclear
Non- Proliferation Treaty and other safeguards has led to increased concern also. Counter
arguments tended to suggest that nuclear and other WMD were almost unusable in a more
interconnected world and that there were greater threats to global security which may
include a clash of civilizations, terrorism, environmental degradation and even polar shift.

Weaker responses tended to be rather one-sided, arguing that nuclear and other WMD were
or were not the major threat to global security.

This is a good response which provides a convincing argument for nuclear weapons being
the major threat to global security. The focus may be on nuclear weapons but an argument
based on their proliferation, the terrorist link, loss of bipolar MAD, regional tensions and
tactical nuclear weapons with a reduced threshold for use is convincing. A counter argument
discusses alternative threats to global security which include terrorism, environmental
degradation and make clear the argument that nuclear weapons may simply be symbolic
unusable weapons.

Put a cross in the box ¥ indicating the question that you have chosen.
If you change your mind, put a line through the box 8
and then indicate your new question with a cross X,

Chosen Question Number:

Question 6 3 Question 7 [3 Question 8 [
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Examiner Comments

This is a well-balanced response which covers a
significant amount of ground although doesn't
reference other weapons of mass destruction.
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There is much to commend in this response. A convincing argument is developed in support
of both sides of the debate and strong examples are provided.

Put a cross in the box & indicating the question that you have chosen.

If you change your mind, put a line through the box &
and then indicate your new question with a cross &,

Chosen Question Number:

Question6 []  Question? [J Question8 &
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Examiner Comments

Discussion on the impact of both horizontal and vertical
proliferation precedes a convincing argument that there is a
significant threat to global stability. Arguably, the arms race
and security dilemma are consequences of proliferation which
includes two dangerous 'rogue states' such as North Korea.
Radical Islam and the search for WMD by terror groups is
mentioned, as is the end of the bipolar stable MAD period which
has been replaced by a far less stable multipolar nuclear world.
The counter argument has a focus on the positive arms control
talks and treaties that have taken place and recent movement
in the issue of Iranian nuclear ambitions. Alternative causes of
concern such as a clash of civilizations are referenced.

GCE Government and Politics 6GP04 4D

75



76

Paper Summary

Based on their performance on this paper, candidates are offered the following advice:

As ever, the advice from the previous series remains valid across both 3D and 4D. As
usual, there were a few key differentiators between candidates’ responses. The key to
success in responding to the questions set is to recognise that not one, but in the case
of the longer essay response, four marks are being awarded for each script.

Whilst Assessment Objective 1 (A01) knowledge may help a candidate to achieve 12 of
the available 45 marks, there are still 33 marks available for A02, synopticity and A03.

A large proportion of candidates score well in AO1 because they provide detailed and
developed knowledge and understanding with relevant and accurate work but they can
fail to attain the marks that are available elsewhere.

The intellectual skills required to perform at the highest level in A02 revolve around
the ability to provide analysis, evaluation and parallels or connections. This can be
a challenge for those candidates who rely primarily on production of learnt fact and
knowledge.

Synopticity, where candidates are expected to provide an awareness of competing
viewpoints or perspectives, can be a weak area for some. The longer questions are
designed for debate and discussion of alternative viewpoints.

A03 can also be an issue for some candidates. There is a need to bring all of the earlier
A0 elements into a structured and logical response which provides balance and use of
appropriate political vocabulary.

It is evident that most, if not all, teachers are aware of and focussed on the 'Further
guidance for Route D' document, prepared by the previous Principal Examiner, which can
be found on the Edexcel website. This document provides additional content explanation
and advice to support the initial specification document.

It is also pleasing to note that teachers and students are making good use of recently
developed resources and contemporary examples.
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Grade Boundaries
Grade boundaries for this, and all other papers, can be found on the website on this link:

http://www.edexcel.com/iwantto/Pages/grade-boundaries.aspx
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