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Introduction

The overall standard of responses in Unit 4B was broadly in line with that in previous
sessions. There were relatively few examples of candidates misunderstanding or
misinterpreting questions although in some cases candidates did not make explicit their
understanding of the key concepts within a question e.g. via a short definition. A small
minority of candidates opted to only answer two questions from section A and this should be
strongly discouraged.

An important discriminator, as in previous years, was the extent to which candidates focused
on the specific question set. Those candidates who did not do this were unable to score as
highly. Good advice to candidates preparing for exams is to spend time thinking about the
question, identifying the key words or terms and, for essays in particular, planning their
answer before answering the question.
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Question 1

This was one of the more popular questions in section A. Stronger responses tended to give
a short definition and cover a range of grounds, including the liberal nationalist argument
that a community of nations respecting each other's national sovereignty is more likely to
lead to a stable and peaceful world order.

Indicate your third question choice on this page.

Put a cross in the box X indicating the third question that you have chosen.
If you change your mind, put a line through the box #
and then indicate your new question with a cross X ,

Chosen Question Number:
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Examiner Comments

This response makes one main point but then loses
focus on the question in the second half. A key exam
skill for section A is to focus on the specific question
and not to give additional irrelevant material or
arguments. This response achieved a level two mark
and would benefit from a short definition of national
self-determination at the start, greater accuracy and
a wider range of grounds.

us

A
@ ResultsP

Examiner Tip

Always make sure that what you write is relevant

to the question. For instance, if a question is only
asking you for one side of an argument then there is
no need to provide balance.
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Question 2

This was one of the more popular questions in section A. Most candidates were able to
identify at least one ground and stronger responses included not only environmental
degradation, but also covered aspects of moving from a 'having' to 'being' perspective in
order to promote greater contentment. A minority of responses became overly descriptive
on aspects of the different strands within ecologism, without relating this to the question.

Indicate your first question choice on this page.
You will be asked to indicate your second question choice on page 6.

Put a cross in the box & indicating the first question that you have chosen.
If you change your mind, put a line through the box &
and then indicate your new question with a cross [ ,
Chosen Question Number:
Question 1 Question2 X Question 3
Question 4 Question 5 [
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Examiner Comments

Although there is not a definition at the start, this
response covers a range of grounds, including
addressing the issue that having more material
goods does not necessarily make one happy. This is
an important aspect of this particular question given
that it is not asking about industrialism or economic
growth in general. This response achieved a high
level three mark.
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Question 3

This was by far the most popular question in section A. The vast majority of candidates
were able to give a clear definition of patriarchy and went on to show why it is important

in feminist analysis. Stronger responses focused on the question and usually covered

two or more strands of feminism. A minority of answers became overly descriptive about
different strands of feminism without relating this material to the question. A minority of
candidates argued that socialist feminists believe that capitalism created patriarchy, which is
a misconception.

Indicate your first question choice on this page.
You will be asked to indicate your second question choice on page 6.

Put a cross in the box [X indicating the first question that you have chosen.
If you change your mind, put a line through the box 5
and then indicate your new question with a cross X
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Examiner Comments

This response has a clear definition at the start and covers three
strands of feminism. The emphasis given to radical feminism is
appropriate given the importance of patriarchy for radical feminists.
The candidate is accurate throughout and this response achieved
full marks.
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Question 4

This was one of the least popular questions in section A. Candidates became distracted
from the question in a number of cases and either provided evidence of multiculturalists not
supporting cultural mixing, or became anecdotal with regard to migrants and immigration.
Stronger responses gave a range of grounds, often including the opportunities for

personal self-development and examples of increased vibrancy in society.

Indicate your first question choice on this page.
You will be asked to indicate your second question choice on page 6.

Put a cross in the box X indicating the first question that you have chosen.

If you change your mind, put a line through the box #
and then indicate your new question with a cross X ,

Chosen Question Number:

Question 1 [ Question 2 [ Question3 [
Question4 X Question 5 [
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Examiner Comments

This response makes a range of points
and links these to different strands within

multiculturalism. This response achieved a mid level
three mark.
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Question 5

This was the least popular question in section A. A significant minority of candidates did
not focus on the question and even went so far as discussing other types of nationalism
altogether, or conflated cultural nationalism with racialist theories of national identity.

Stronger responses gave a short definition and covered a range of features, with illustration
throughout.

Indicate your first question choice on this page.
You will be asked to indicate your second question choice on page 6.

Put a cross in the box X indicating the first question that you have chosen.
If you change your mind, put a line through the box 5
and then indicate your new question with a cross X,

Chosen Question Number;
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Examiner Comments

This response covers a range of features with
relevant examples for illustration. There is a little
loss of focus towards the end, although the more
general point about exclusivity is pertinent. This
response achieved a mid level three mark.
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Question 6

This was a popular essay question. Most candidates were able to identify the different
strands within ecologism, in particular the divide between deep and shallow ecology.
Stronger responses showed conceptual understanding of the different approaches, as
opposed to describing the different strands, and had some balance in the overall argument
in response to the question.

Put a cross in the box X indicating the question that you have chosen.

If you change your mind, put a line through the box &
and then indicate your new question with a cross &,

Chosen Question Number:

Question 6 [’ Question 7 [ Question 8 [7
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ﬁ ResultsPlus

Examiner Comments

This is a well balanced and wide ranging response
which analyses some of the conceptual differences
within ecologism, as well as identifying common

areas of agreement. It achieved a high level three
mark.
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Question 7

This was the most popular essay question and was generally answered well. Most candidates
were able to show differences between liberal and radical feminist principles as well as
identifying views that they have in common. Stronger responses were more analytical in
their approach and less descriptive, and sustained a focus on the question. A small number
of candidates conflated radical feminism with difference feminism which undermined their
arguments.

Put a cross in the box ¥ indicating the question that you have chosen.
If you change your mind, put a line through the box #&
and then indicate your new question with a cross (X,
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Examiner Comments

This is a well argued and wide ranging answer. The
candidate identifies a number of features common to
both strands of feminism and sustains an argument
throughout the essay, that radical feminism is a
development from liberal feminism which seeks

to address its perceived limitations. This response
was awarded full marks.
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Question 8

This was the least popular essay question on the paper. Most candidates identified common
features between liberalism and multiculturalism and went on to consider some ways in
which multiculturalism goes beyond liberalism. A few responses were overly descriptive,
rather than focusing on the question, which limited the mark achieved by these candidates.

Put a cross in the box & indicating the question that you have chosen.
If you change your mind, put a line through the box &
and then indicate your new question with a cross &,
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ﬁ ResultsPlus

Examiner Comments

This is a well argued and well structured response.
The analysis is strong on both the links between
liberalism and multiculturalism and the ways in
which multiculturalism goes beyond liberalism.

The candidate considers some key features of
liberalism such as the focus on the individual and
individual rights and the limits to tolerance to show
incompatibilities with multiculturalist ideas. This
response was awarded full marks.
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Paper Summary

Based on the performance on this paper, the candidates should:

Make sure they answer all the questions required;

Time themselves carefully on each question so as to avoid having to rush any answers;
Ensure that answers remain focused on the specific question that has been asked;
Avoid lengthy introductions when answering section A questions;

Provide balance where required, but only where required;

Provide short definitions of key concepts as appropriate.
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Grade Boundaries
Grade boundaries for this, and all other papers, can be found on the website on this link:

http://www.edexcel.com/iwantto/Pages/grade-boundaries.aspx
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