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Introduction

It is particularly pleasing to be able to report that students, on the whole, appeared

very well prepared for the Summer 3D examination. Subject knowledge was very strong
indeed and there was, for the most part, a pleasing focus on the wording of the questions.
The most popular short questions were on the liberal approach to global politics and

on the significance of hard power. The most popular long response was the question on
the impact of globalisation. The least popular response was the short question on EU
Intergovernmentalism and Supranationalism and the least popular long question was the
one on global governance.
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Question 1

The question on the liberal approach to global politics worked well as a discriminator. Most
candidates were clearly well prepared for this question and the stronger candidates were
able to provide a depth of explanation and examples which clearly placed them in L3 marks.
This was the second most popular short question in the examination series. Candidates
mentioned a range of elements including how liberalism stresses morality, peace and
cooperation. Conflict isn’t inevitable and compromise and a balance of interests leads to

a possibility of peace and cooperation. Free trade is considered to provide prosperity and
mutual benefit which encourages peace between states. A belief in internationalism was
mentioned by many as well as a stress on complex interdependence which encourages
cooperation. A number of candidates discussed the ‘democratic peace thesis’ and also
discussed the development of international law and of international organisations as further
indicators of and providers of peace and stability.

This is a very strong script which covers a range of elements associated with Liberalism.

Indicate your first question choice on this page.
You will be asked to indicate your second question choice on page 6.

Put a cross in the box X indicating the first question that you have chosen,

If you change your mind, put a line through the box #
and then indicate your new question with a cross X,

Chosen Question Number;

Question 1 [¥ Question 2 [ Question 3 [
Question 4 [ Question 5 [
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Optimism, global order and cooperation
are discussed. There is a brief comparison discussion. Contemporary examples
with Realism. Free trade, the 'democratic work well. There is a dated example
peace thesis', international organisations used here but it is still valid.

Examples help to support a line of

and complex interdependence are all
referenced.
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This script covers a number of the main elements including positivity, cooperation and
interdependence.

Indicate your first question choice on this page.
You will be asked to indicate your second question choice on page 6.

Put a cross in the box ¥ indicating the first question that you have chosen,

If you change your mind, put a line through the box 8
and then indicate your new question with a cross X,

Chosen Question Number:

Question 1 ¥ Question 2 [ Question3 [

Question4 [ Question 5 [
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ResultsPlus

Examiner Comments

The benefits of democracy and of international
institutions are raised.

OO ResultsPlus

Examiner Tip

Further use of examples would help to strengthen
this response.
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Question 2

The question on unipolarity worked well as a discriminator and was reasonably popular. A
few candidates proceeded to discuss the benefits and negatives of other polar structures but
the majority stayed on track. There was a great deal of support for the idea that unipolarity
both exists now and has provided a degree of stability with the US as the dominant state,
acting as the ‘world’s police force’, preventing war and ensuring the status quo. Candidates
argued that the dominant state has an interest in providing economic and financial stability
and leadership. A number of candidates argued that the US acts as a benign hegemon.
Stronger responses also put forward the view that unipolarity can lead to fear, resentment
and hostility among other actors, particularly where the dominant state is considered to act
as a predatory hegemon. Unipolarity, in this view, is considered to be an unstable system.

This is a reasonable response to the question set which remains relevant throughout. It
comes close to straying into a consideration of whether or not unipolarity currently exists
but explains that power can be measured, for example in economic, military and structural
ways.

Indicate your first question choice on this page.
You will be asked to indicate your second question choice on page 6.

Put a cross in the box ¥ indicating the first question that you have chosen.
If you change your mind, put a line through the box #&
and then indicate your new question with a cross X,

Chosen Question Number:

Question 1 [ Question 2 Question3 [
Question 4 [ Question 5 [
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ﬁ ResultsPlus

Examiner Comments

Examples of instability in Iraq and Afghanistan are
mentioned. The spread of the Washington Consensus
is used to illustrate both a provision of peace and
cooperation as well as a cause of tension alongside
cultural dominance.
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This is a decent response which covers contrasting views on the implications of unipolarity.

Indicate your first question choice on this page.
You will be asked to indicate your second question choice on page 6.

Put a cross in the box X indicating the first question that you have chosen.
If you change your mind, put a line through the box &
and then indicate your new question with a cross X ,

Chosen Question Number:

Question 1 3 Question2 R Question3 [3
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Examiner Comments

Unipolarity is defined and explained with both the
positive view of a benign hegemon and the negative
elements of a 'malign’ or predatory hegemon.
Examples support the response. A reference to long
cycle theory is relevant.
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Question 3

This was the least popular of the short questions though there were some very strong
responses where candidates were able to discuss the intergovernmental and supranational
features of the EU in great detail. Strong definitions of the key terms helped to ensure

that stronger responses had a good base for discussion. Intergovernmentalism refers to
interaction amongst states which takes place on the basis of sovereign independence.
Intergovernmentalism suggests that there is no higher power than the state.
Supranationalism is based on the idea that there can be an authority that is higher than the
nation-state and which can impose its will on the state. Most students made clear that the
European Court of Justice can over-rule member state law which would suggest that it is a
supranational body and that the European Parliament, European Central Bank and European
Commission are also considered to be supranational bodies. The Council of Ministers
operates through a mixture of voting principles with important decisions being taken by
unanimous agreement and others by qualified majority voting. There is some debate over
this institution but it is primarily considered to be an intergovernmental institution.

This is a decent response which covers a range of institutions.
Indicate your first question choice on this page.
You will be asked to indicate your second question choice on page 6.

Put a cross in the box M indicating the first question that you have chosen,
i you change your mind, put a line through the box 8
and then indicate your new question with a cross X,

Chosen Question Number:

Question 1 [ Question 2 [ Question3
Question 4 [] Question 5 [
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Examiner Comments

Initially lacking a definition of the key terms, this response does move

to discussion of a number of institutions and ways in which the EU can

be considered both intergovernmental and supranational. The Council of
Ministers and veto in areas such as defence is useful and it was pleasing to
note a reference to the subsidiarity principle. QMV in the Council of Ministers
and discussion on law making and the EU Parliament all help to strengthen
this response.

ResultsP

Examiner Tip

A definition at the start rather than end of a response
helps to provide a better focus for a response.

GCE Government and Politics 6GP03 3D
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A good response which provides definitions and examples to illustrate a clear understanding.

Indicate your first question choice on this page.
You will be asked to indicate your second question choice on page 6.

Put a cross in the box & indicating the first question that you have chosen.

If you change your mind, put a line through the box
and then indicate your new question with a cross [,

Chosen Question Number:

Question 1 3 Question2 [J Question3
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Examiner Comments

% ResultsPlus

Definitions of the key terms are clear and precise.
There is discussion of The Council and of both

the Veto and QMV to illustrate how the EU can be
both intergovernmental and supranational. Further
discusion references the EU Parliament and both the
Commission and ECJ.
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Question 4

This was the most popular response in the first section of the examination paper and
worked well as a differentiator. Some candidates failed to pursue the 'hard' economic line
and some spent all of their time answering the question 'How is it significant?' rather than
'How significant has it been?' A few candidates ignored the phrase 'recent years' and focused
exclusively on dated examples. There were, however, some very strong responses to this
question. Stronger candidates included recent examples and discussed soft and even smart
power.

A reasonable response which mentions a range of factors, clearly understanding 'hard
power' and providing contemporary examples.

Indicate your first question choice on this page.
You will be asked to indicate your second question choice on page 6.

Put a cross in the box & indicating the first question that you have chosen.
If you change your mind, put a line through the box &
and then indicate your new question with a cross &,

Chosen Question Number:

Question1 [ Question2 [ Question 3 [
Question4 X Question5 1
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Examiner Comments Examiner Tlp

The response begins with a very brief nod to what

hard power represents and references both military A further development of

and economic elements. Cost of hard power use soft power to explain the

and a growing interdependence are used to explain growing relevance would have
a demise in hard power as well the failure of hard strengthened the response.

power when faced with opponents who use guerrilla
tactics. Sanctions involving the EU and Russia are
relevant as is the growth of soft power.
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Question 5

This was quite a popular response and was generally well answered with most candidates
able to identify at least two clear criticisms of the IMF. Many candidates provided a brief
explanation of what the IMF was formed to do in order to be able to outline criticism.

Most criticism of the IMF tended to focus, primarily, on issues relating to policy and vote
distribution. There have been accusations that the IMF is a tool of the North in general

and of the US specifically, to force global South to adopt a particular business model

which benefits global North rather than South. The structural adjustment programmes,
impact on sovereignty and emphasis on the Washington Consensus have been clear areas
of criticism. The vote distribution of the IMF is based on member states' contributions

to the IMF fund which ensures that the US has been the dominant state based on its
voting strength. Changes to voting allocations do take place but continue to be an area of
controversy with global South states having relatively little say in voting whilst the US, EU
members and other global North states enjoy significant voting power. Some candidates
went further to discuss occasional IMF support for military dictatorships and to human rights
abusers as well as a failure to prevent and also remedy the global financial crisis beginning
in 2007.

A very strong response which covers a range of criticisms of the organisation with decent
factual knowledge. Remains relevant throughout.

Indicate your second question choice on this page.
You will be asked to indicate your third question choice on page 9.

Put a cross in the box ¥ indicating the second question that you have chosen.
If you change your mind, put a line through the box #
and then indicate your new question with a cross X,

Chosen Question Number:

Question1 [ Question2 [ Question3 [

Question 4 £ Question 5 K
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<@Z ResultsPlus

Examiner Comments

A brief background is linked to the first point on the current financial crisis. Policies linked
to the Washington Consensus and dominance by certain states, notably the US, are re-
elected upon. Neo-colonialism and SAPs are also relevant areas of discussion.
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This is typical of a number of strong responses which made clear the aim of the IMF before
outlining in some detail at least three significant criticisms.

Indicate your second question choice on this page.
You will be asked to indicate your third question choice on page 9.

Put a cross in the box X indicating the second question that you have chosen.
If you change your mind, put a line through the box &
and then indicate your new question with a cross X,

Chosen Question Number:

Question 1 [J Question2 Question3 3
Question4 [ Question5 X

28 GCE Government and Politics 6GP03 3D
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Examiner Comments

% ResultsPlus

The introduction sets out a brief background to the
organisation to include aims. Impact on sovereignty
relating to the Washington Consensus is made clear.
The 'one size fits all' criticism is made and there is
reference to US dominance and to failings relating to
the recent financial crisis.
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Question 6

This was the least popular of the questions but still worked well as a discriminator. The
better responses were able to explain the key term and to assess the effectiveness of a
range of relevant organisations. A few candidates focused solely on economic governance.
Global governance is a complex process of political interaction and decision making aimed

at solving problems that affect more than one state or region when there is no power of
enforcing compliance. States and governments remain the most significant institutions for
decision-making but intergovernmental and supranational bodies can also operate. Decisions
are made by a system of horizontal and vertical interactions between officials in different
levels of government working with counterparts from other states. A humber of candidates
assessed a wide range of institutions before coming to the conclusion that global governance
may be seen more as an emerging process than a contemporary reality.

This response is typical of a stronger answer which covers a range of institutions with
analysis and debate.

Put a cross in the box X indicating the question that you have chosen.
if you change your mind, put a line through the box 3
and then indicate your new question with a cross X,

Chosen Question Number:

Question6 X Question 7 [J Question8 (1

GCE Government and Politics 6GP03 3D
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ﬁ ResultsPlus

Examiner Comments

A comparison with alternative global structures such as global anarchy and global
government helps to explain what global governance is and is not. There is a focus
on global economic governance and the IMF, W.Bank, WTO as well as G8 and G20
etc. The UN and the Security Council are discussed as well as hegemonic dominance

in the system. There is a suggestion that effective global governance is an emerging
power.

ResultsPlus

Examiner Tip

This response stays 'on track' throughout and is
therefore relevant and scores points throughout.
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Question 7

This was quite a popular response with most responses covering economic vs. military
factors with a recognition that membership of the WTO has to be balanced with a lack of
unified military power. Well answered responses tended to provide a clear assessment of
what significant global power means with a consideration of political, military, economic and
structural factors.

Most candidates were able to discuss economic power and to explain that the EU clearly

has significant economic influence, especially as European integration has embraced both
political union and monetary union. The sheer size of the EU in economic, trade and financial
terms makes it a global power. It is a significant trading bloc with a significant currency
which ensures a wide reaching influence. Less well explained was the significance of the EU
in terms of structural power where it is able to operate as a non-state actor in bodies such
as the WTO, G8 and G20. The EU also has a degree of soft power which it has been able

to use in relation to a number of areas including the ICC and on the issue of global climate
change. The primary criticism of the EU in terms of being a significant power is that progress
on establishing a Common and Security Policy has been limited. Member states continue to
retain control of their own foreign and defence policies, seen as key symbols of sovereign
independence.

This is a wide ranging response with a pleasing level of debate and knowledge.

Put a cross in the box & indicating the question that you have chosen.
If you change your mind, put a line through the box #
and then indicate your new question with a cross ¥,

Chosen Question Number:

Question 6 [ Question TX Question 8 [ e
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%Examiner Comments

'Significant global influence' is discussed and the

considered in turn, including counter arguments.
of G8 and G20 but no P5 Security Council power.

with foreign policy weakness.

importance of different types of power
is made clear. There is a reference to economic, military and structural power with each

The structural debate includes membership
There is also discussion on the role or lack

of role for the EU in international financial institutions. Soft power and influence is contrasted
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This is a well-constructed and wide ranging response which is clearly worth a L3 mark.

Put a cross in the box & indicating the question that you have chosen.

If you change your mind, put a line through the box 5
and then indicate your new question with a cross [,

Chosen Question Number:
Question 6 Question7 XN Question 8
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% ResultsPlus

Examiner Comments

Different types of power are raised for consideration
and the transforming power of the EU is made

clear. There is an interesting argument that the
decline of hard power is helping the EU to become
more significant. Economic power is discussed with
reference to the G7, G20 and WTO. Discord in the EU
at nation state level is discussed as well as the rise in
soft power and cultural attraction.
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Question 8

This was by far the most popular question with a wide spectrum of responses in terms of
quality and understanding of the question. A few candidates decided to answer a question
on whether globalisation was a positive or negative phenomenon rather than the actual
question on whether impact has been exaggerated. A number of candidates failed to

get to grips with all three types of globalisation which suggested that they didn't really
understand the phenomenon. It was pleasing to note that some candidates were happy to
outline the theoretical views on the impact of globalisation. Globalisation sceptics argue
that the impact of globalisation has been significantly exaggerated. They would argue that
states remain the principal actors on the world stage. Sceptics point out, for example,

that the overwhelming bulk of economic activity still takes place within states. National
economies, in other words, are not as irrelevant as globalisation theorists usually suggest.
Only a tiny proportion of states are unable to control what happens within their borders.
Furthermore, the trend towards regional and global governance does not spell the demise
of the nation-state. Liberals and especially so-called ‘hyperglobalisers’ portray globalisation
as a significant development in international politics. The impact of globalisation has been
greatest on the state and on sovereignty, with states penetrated by external influences to a
much greater extent than previously occurred. The decline of the state is apparent through
the greater importance of non-state actors, including transnational corporations, NGOs,
terrorist organisations, transnational criminal organisations and so forth.

This is a wide ranging response which covers all elements of globalisation with a pleasing
level of debate and analysis.

Put a cross in the box [ indicating the question that you have chosen.

If you change your mind, put a line through the box #
and then indicate your new question with a cross [X,

Chosen Question Number:

Question 6 [ Question 7 [ Question 8 }&/
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% ResultsPlus
Examiner Comments

The response immediately introduces the hyperglobalist Vs sceptic argument

and then proceeds to discuss economic, political and cultural globalisation from
both perspectives. There are a good number of examples and a pleasing depth to
discussion and debate.
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This is, again, a pleasing response. It ranges widely with a great deal of supporting material
and convincing argument is sustained throughout.

Put a cross in the box [ indicating the question that you have chosen.

If you change your mind, put a line through the box #
and then indicate your new question with a cross [,

Chosen Question Number:

Question 6 [ Question7 [ Question8 X
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ﬁ ResultsPlus

Examiner Comments

The definition and explanation at the start is clear
and effective. There is an excellent debate relating to
trade and coverage of economic, cultural and political
globalisation with supporting evidence throughout.

Examiner Tip

This response makes every word count as they
remain focussed on the particular question
throughout.
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Paper Summary

Based on their performance on this paper, candidates are offered the following advice:

As ever, the advice from the previous series remains valid. As usual, there were a few
key differentiators between candidates’ responses. The key to success in responding
to the questions set is to recognize that not one, but in the case of the longer essay
response, four marks are being awarded for each script.

Whilst Assessment Objective 1 (A01) knowledge may help a candidate to achieve 12 of
the available 45 marks, there are still 33 marks available for A02, synopticity and A03.

A large proportion of candidates score well in AO1 because they provide detailed and
developed knowledge and understanding with relevant and accurate work but they can
fail to attain the marks that are available elsewhere.

The intellectual skills required to perform at the highest level in A02 revolve around
the ability to provide analysis, evaluation and parallels or connections. This can be a
challenge for those candidates who rely primarily on production of learned fact and

knowledge.

Synopticity, where candidates are expected to provide an awareness of competing
viewpoints or perspectives, can be a weak area for some. The longer questions are
designed for debate and discussion of alternative viewpoints.

A03 can also be an issue for some candidates. There is a need to bring all of the earlier
A0 elements into a structured and logical response which provides balance and use of
appropriate political vocabulary.

It is evident that most, if not all, teachers are aware of and have focused on the 'Further
guidance for Route D' document, prepared by the previous Principal Examiner, which can
be found on the Edexcel website. This document provides additional content explanation
and advice to support the initial specification document.

It is also pleasing to note that teachers and students are making good use of recently
developed resources.
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Grade Boundaries
Grade boundaries for this, and all other papers, can be found on the website on this link:

http://www.edexcel.com/iwantto/Pages/grade-boundaries.aspx
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