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Introduction
A pleasing proportion of candidates had clearly been well-prepared for this examination and 
some were able to produce responses at the very highest level and marks.

Subject knowledge was a particular strength and there was, for the most part, a pleasing 
focus on the precise wording of the questions.

The most popular short questions were the responses on the main types of power in global 
politics and distinguishing between economic and political globalisation. The most popular 
long response was the question on the extent to which China has become a superpower. The 
least popular short response was the short question on Euro-federalism whilst the remaining 
longer questions had similar numbers of responses.

The usual advice stills holds true in preparation for future examinations in this subject area:

As usual, there were a few key differentiators between candidates’ responses. The key to 
success in responding to the questions set is to recognize that not one, but in the case of 
the longer essay response, four marks, are being awarded for each script.

Whilst Assessment Objective 1 (A01) knowledge may help a candidate to achieve 12 of 
the available 45 marks, there are still 33 marks available for A02, synopticity and A03. 
A large proportion of candidates score well in A01 because they provide detailed and 
developed knowledge and understanding, with relevant and accurate work but they can fail 
to attain the marks that are available elsewhere. The intellectual skills required to perform 
at the highest level in A02 revolve around the ability to provide analysis, evaluation and 
parallels or connections. This can be a challenge for those candidates who rely primarily on 
production of learnt fact and knowledge.

Synopticity, where candidates are expected to provide an awareness of competing 
viewpoints or perspectives, can be a weak area for some. The longer questions are designed 
for debate and discussion of alternative viewpoints.

A03 can also be an issue for some candidates. There is a need to bring all of the earlier 
A0 elements into a structured and logical response, which provides balance and use of 
appropriate political vocabulary.

It is evident that most, if not all, teachers are aware of, and focussed on, the Further 
Guidance for Route D document. This was prepared by the previous Principal Examiner and 
can be found on the Edexcel website. This document provides additional content explanation 
and advice to support the initial specification document. It is also pleasing to note that 
teachers and students are making good use of recently developed resources.

It is worth noting the new Threshold Indicators, which have been added to Mark Schemes.
They give some indication of the likely requirements of a Level 2 and Level 3 entry script.
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Question 1 
This was quite a popular question and managed to secure a range of responses at all levels. 
Understanding of the two key terms was good and the majority of candidates had clearly 
prepared definitions akthough these were of varying quality. Stronger candidates were able 
to go beyond definitions to a fuller explanation of the links between the two central terms. 
There were some particularly strong descriptions of the way in which regionalism can be 
seen as a defence against globalisation as well as an extension of globalisation.

A decent effort at dealing with this question. Definitions are followed by a number of clear 
arguments.
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The strength of this response can be found in the earlier part. There is a clear knowledge 

The ‘stepping stone’ or stumbling block’ arguments are valid 
and clearly explained with examples which is enough to pull this 
response to a L3. 

Examiner Comments

Try to follow assertions with evidence.

Examiner Tip
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throughout  and the introduction of discussion based on whether regionalism is 
'globalisation in disguise' or whether regionalism is a weapon to 'combat globalisation in the 
world'. A realist perspective is investigated also.
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Some useful knowledge and examples used 
throughout.

Examiner Comments

In a short response, it is important to set out the 
line of discussion early.

Examiner Tip
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Question 2 

There were a wide range of responses to this question. It was important to show an 
awareness of the concept of power and to use a range of measurements. The majority of 
candidates focussed on elements of Hard and Soft power with discussion of military and 
economic power etc. A few candidates discussed structural power or took the approach 
of explaining power through a discussion of different polar periods and the elements 
which gave rise to labels such as Great power and Superpower. There were many superb, 
contemporary examples used in discussion.

Though lacking an initial definition, this script does discuss a range of different types of 
power, with examples.
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There is a reference to Hard and Soft power as well as to Smart 
power. Examples are appropriate and description is wide.

Examiner Comments

This certainly isn’t a perfect response but it does have a number of strengths which 
ensure that it is well rewarded.
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Hard and Soft power are explored and explained and there is 
reference to a Realist and Liberal perspecticve. There is also a 
reference to structural power. This is one of the scripts which 
provided either a definition or attempt an an explanation of the 
concept of power.

Examiner Comments
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Question 3
There were a range of responses to this question. Weaker responses tended to provide 
little over and above a description of NATO and an explanation that it had changed as a 
consequence of the end of the Cold War. Stronger responses provided development of the 
main criticisms of the organisation including that it has become outdated and irrelevant 
or that it is confrontational to states such as Russia and China and has become a tool of 
certain states to pursue their own interests and may even undermine the United Nations.

After a brief but appropriate introduction, this response explores and discusses a range of 
points which are relevant to the question.
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Operation Ocean Shield is used in a discussion linked to NATO 
irrelevance  and there is also discussion linked to US dominance 
and effectiveness generally. This range of areas discussed, 
along with the introduction and use of examples ensures that 
this achieves a L3 score.

Examiner Comments

Most questions demand a range of factors or elements to be discussed.

Examiner Tip
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Question 4
This was the joint most popular response and again provided a range of responses in terms 
of quality and consequently score. Most responses were able to provide definitions of both 
terms but only the stronger responses could fully develop these definitions and explanations 
in order to compare and contrast the two terms.

Although relatively shorter than some of the other examples used in this report, the 
response is a very direct response. Definitions of both terms are followed by discussion of 
similarities and differences with the focus on how the two forms of globalisation differ. There 
are useful discussions relating to the depth of both and also to the willingness of states to 
engage in the processes.
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Definitions and focus on a couple of key areas helps to ensure a L3 mark.

Examiner Comments

A direct approach is a real strength to this response.

Examiner Tip
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This response really would have benefitted from a definition of each of the central terms 
although their investigation of the areas in which they differ does provide some explantion 
of the terms.
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The script makes reference to areas of impact, scale of 
development and to critics of both terms and the different ways 
in which they are open to criticism.

Examiner Comments
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Question 5
This was the least popular of the short responses but there were a number of very strong 
responses to the question which covered a range of controversies linked to Euro-federalism. 
There were some excellent examples used and a clear understanding of the central term.

This response just secures a L3 score. There are a couple of questionable assertions but 
also strengths. Better definitions were provided elsewhere but this script does explain the 
key concept and is quick to identify areas of controvery.
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Areas covered in the response include the impact on state 
sovereignty, questions relating to democracy and also to 
cultural and nationalist identity.

Examiner Comments
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Question 6
This was the most popular of the longer questions. There were several very strong 
responses where a focus on the key term remained throughout the response and where 
there were clear signs of synopticity. Weaker responses tended to be very one sided and 
a fair proportion of responses failed to provide either a definition of the central term or an 
explantion as to what it might imply. These responses quite often focussed on strengths and 
weaknesses of China without that analysis of the central term and discussion of global reach 
and influence.

This is an example of a response which has strengths and weaknesses.
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There is a wide ranging discussion of central elements such 
as economic power, influence in Africa, soft power, structural 
power, internal weaknesses and military power but discussion 
of global influence is more of an undercurrent in the response 
than a main area of debate. The conclusion does discuss global 
influence and there are some references throughout. Strong 
responses often began with a definition of the central term as a 
way of setting up further debate relevant to the question.

Examiner Comments
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The strengths of this response begin with an attempt to explain what is meant by the 
central term. There are better explanations in other scripts but this does set up later 
discussion.
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Relevant areas of discussion include economic power, global 
reach and influence and military power and there is an 
interesting perception that China lacks an interest in being a 
hegemonic power, responsible for ensuring global order.

Examiner Comments
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Question 7
Although not as popular as the question on China, this still received a sizeable number of 
responses and there were a number of very pleasing responses which provided a high level 
of knowledge, analysis and particularl;y synopticity.

This response is well worth a read. It is carefully considered and wide ranging in terms 
of areas of discussion and examples. The areas of analysis include interventionism, 
IGOs,NGOs, terrorism and globalisation. There is a very useful and interesting point made 
about the difference between perceived weaker and stronger states when discussing the 
relevance of the nation state. 
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There are excellent contemporary examples used in this script.

Examiner Comments

Try to ensure that an introduction gives an indication of where the rest 
of the essay is likely to go. Conclusions tend to act as a reminder of 
where the essay has been with, often, a personal view or assertion.

Examiner Tip
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Question 8
Most responses tended to focus on the peacekeeping role of the United Nations and the 
make up of the United Nations Security Council. There was a great deal more that could 
be discussed here and stronger responses tended toi take a wider survey of the role and 
effectiveness of the United nations.

This response has a bold, interesting,attention grabbing and unusual introduction.
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Discussion does focus on the Security Council but then develops to include 
examples of both success and failure including the role of the United 
Nations in international law through, particularly, the ICJ. The response 
moves beyond peace keeping to discuss the role of the United Nations 
through bodies such as the IAEA, discussion of Millenium Goals and the 
age old United Nations issue of a respect of state sovereignty balanced 
with protecting human rights.

Examiner Comments

A bold introduction grabs the attention and provides an 
expectation of a strong response to follow.

Examiner Tip
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Paper Summary
A pleasing paper with a good range of responses across all questions. The questions were 
good discriminators.
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Grade Boundaries
Grade boundaries for this, and all other papers, can be found on the website on this link:

http://www.edexcel.com/iwantto/Pages/grade-boundaries.aspx
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