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Introduction

The overall standard of responses in Unit 3B was broadly in line with that in previous
sessions. There were few examples of candidates misunderstanding or misinterpreting
questions. Even so, an important discriminator was the extent to which candidates focused
on the specific question set. Those candidates who did not do this were unable to score as
highly. Good advice to candidates preparing for exams is to spend time thinking about the
guestion, identifying the key words or terms and, for essays in particular, planning their
answer before they put pen to paper.
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Question 1

This was a very popular question and generally answered reasonably well. Candidates were
often stronger on the 'why' than the 'how', with clear references to the danger of abusing
power and almost all candidates referring specifically to Acton. However, for the 'how' part
some candidates wrote about liberal constitutionalism and the need to guarantee individual
rights, rather than dealing specifically with the fragmentation of government power.
Stronger responses dealt well with both aspects of the question and explained the ways in
which liberals have supported various contitutional devices to fragment government power.

Indicate your first question choice on this page.
You will be asked to indicate your second question choice on page 6.

Put a cross in the box ¥ indicating the first question that you have chosen.
If you change your mind, put a line through the box #
and then indicate your new question with a cross i ,
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Examiner Comments

This response is very strong on both the 'why' and the 'how' and uses
the example of the USA to illustrate the separation of powers. The
candidate also makes specific reference to government power in the
answer. This is an excellent response and was given full marks.
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Question 2

This was the most popular short question and was generally answered well. Stronger
answers usually gave a definition of authority at the start and covered a range of grounds,
with some explanation of each. They were also likely to cover the Conservative view that
humans crave order and security, sometimes extending this to cover the New Right and

their attitude towards authority.

Indicate your first question choice on this page.
You will be asked to indicate your second question choice on page 6.

Put a cross in the box B indicating the first question that you have chosen.
If you change your mind, put a line through the box &
and then indicate your new question with a cross{i ,
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Examiner Comments

This is a level three response. The candidate gives a definition of
'authority' at the start and goes on to explain several grounds on
which Conservatives have defended authority. In order to achieve a
higher mark the candidate would have needed to further develop the
points made and presented them in a more sophisticated way.
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Question 3

This was one of the less popular short questions. Most candidates could identify collectivist
traditions of anarchism, though in some cases this became descriptive rather than
explaining the link between anarchism and collectvism as such. Stronger responses would

typically start with a short definition of collectivism and make a clear link between anarchist

views on human nature and these collectivist traditions.

Indicate your first question choice on this page.
You will be asked to indicate your second question choice on page 6.

Put a cross in the box [ indicating the first question that you have chosen.

If you change your mind, put a line through the box #
and then indicate your new question with a cross X,
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Examiner Comments
This is a level three answer. It is good on its coverage of the collectivist
traditions, but weaker on the moral dimension of collectivism and would
beneft from a succinct definition of 'collectivism' at the start.
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Question 4

This was the least popular short answer question. Candidates who did attempt it generally
answered it reasonably well, particularly with regard to the Marxist tradition. Responses
were generally less developed on social democratic/ revisionist traditions, although strong
responses explained clearly that social class has tended to be relegated to a relatively minor
factor in socialist theory and practice, being largely replaced by ideas related to inequality.

Indicate your first question choice on this page.
You will be asked to indicate your second question choice on page 6.

Put a cross in the box [ indicating the first question that you have chosen.

If you change your mind, put a line through the box #
and then indicate your new question with a cross &,

Chosen Question Number:

Question 1 [ Question 2 [J] Question3 []

Question4 ™ Question5 [
LALLSedial  class S oy drovp of. PESRR  Wwho ghcure
ety civilox. Socio-economic position. Al) Sociodi

Qwe  thak clags 1S the mosh sresiralie and

aeglne social class in terms of on Incliichwolg

JSelakiendinip ke Ene meansS oc produckon. end
E.Seciod demotrtleg

Leconemic position, By conbrms
Begine  Social clage 1N krmS  ep incee and

k..seclod class  ¥e pavriovlarty

Q. 42 king 15 e OnAllg ;oo 60Ol 4o @i
Jeexiolikm. e covid be Al ved, Tis kB is becawusSe
& Lakxes o Sclenkipic owwmalyele
CONR\C QLH

LOp hlstord. ond. avrgue S .  clASSanas been Prelas
Alent in.. edery  cocieby . Thi€ (nuOWesS e foLa.

Of Miovect n Class Sysem =

Jghagess.Firss, brilbal sociefies —cong ot Beieg oven
kRS m\scw;;abjsaaarox,shwery-—cioheucbbet

ween.. masSter and Sloaie, Third, ~ Fee Feudalism -
GCE Government and Politics 6GP03 3B

11



Capitalitm.T.centlick  petween O Proper
Jeovregeoisie  (roling class) and  petBleewncdt Gaek

N _impertome role N £0aicMISE ANSYSES... A Congis

proletociok. o overinew can el
ok chictatocship. e the. prolgkarcht” of the $oredys,

12

LLuerking cags), Mark
.. % Plays..

o _Ehe.  Coclod clagS 1N Enis Sead

en. boevregensie oird pProlecorice 15 nNeeded

Lerder foo o MNASS VPLELNS. 6. 0%,
s leadling. k...

ey

equ
Sba«bebesa? 01 coumER e - readoluksion  Brom AR

Jouregeosie  ledding ko QL ceake ko e
SRRl

ooy in, Oveler  foc Oe ool Stode prdedect

By conbrast, seciod democrats digear in Mowrxise
Niew  ond. argue. Bt secion  CIASS g innporeenl-
LI Socialst . e anouysis . as. they welitne  ehe diskr-..
. SOGey. B Shondd e Koot
3.0 SPstem Of  pregressive.  taxakion and weltare, |
Jpemepits... esk conere by Ene.  peitg middie clags
Llrich) owe wneeded  \n.orsiCr e diskriPuce dneit

Wealth &0 tha  working class égep Cpooy). ThiS .
S ld?rwxdeeqwu\hgopappwbmm%bow
00 EIng claSs e oS well QS reduce ineauativy

This weuld &be alse postes & bond ebweon. e .
pichest cond  poocest (v Sodeky - leading o

ﬂ ResultsPlus
Examiner Comments

This is a high level three response. The candidate points out the importance of social
class as an 'analytical' tool for Marxists and goes on to explain how social democrats
have a different, though still important role for social class in their analysis of the
deficiencies of current social systems and in their proposed remedies.
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Question 5

This was a popular question and generally answered well. Stronger responses accurately
referred to, and explained, both positive liberty and equality of opportunity, with
appropriate illustrations.

Indicate your first question choice on this page.
You will be asked to indicate your second question choice on page 6.

Put a cross in the box ¥ indicating the first question that you have chosen.
If you change your mind, put a line through the box #
and then indicate your new question with a cross X,
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Examiner Comments

A definition at the start and three main justifications made, with
development and illustration of positive freedom. Although not
on the indicative content, the altruistic and practical/pragmatic
justifictions are valid. A level 3 response- true mark 12.
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Question 6

This was a reasonably popular essay question and mostly well answered. Some balance was
nearly always present, although candidates often emphasised the different traditions rather

than the features of anarchism that are shared. Stronger responses had more balance
and identified several common themes, such as the attitude towards the state and anti

clericalism.

Put a cross in the box [ indicating the question that you have chosen.

if you change your mind, put a line through the box #
and then indicate your new question with a cross ¥
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ﬂExaminer Comments

This is a wide ranging answer which deals with both parts of

the question. Although it is less developed on the individualist
tradition, apart from anarcho-capitalism, it is comprehensive, well
structured and sufficiently analytical to be awarded full marks.
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Question 7

Although this was the least popular essay question it was generally answered well. Most
candidates identified the different approaches towards free market capitalism within
Conservatism, exploring the different approaches of the Neo Liberal and Neo Conservative
strands within modern Conservatism. On the other hand many candidates explained that
there were many common and defining features of Conservatism, such as its respect for
tradition and its views on organic society, which have no direct relation to supporting or
not supporting free market capitalism. This was a legitimate approach as long as there was
clear reference to the question through-out the answer.

Put a cross in the box [ indicating the question that you have chosen,
If you change your mind, put a line through the box #8
and then indicate your new question with a cross [ ,
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wExaminer Comments

This is a strong level three response. It is very well written and was suitably
rewarded for AO3. The answer is wide ranging with some development of
the points made. It is less strong on support for free market capitalism and
there is a suggestion that the debate is only a modern one, rather than
more historical. Nevertheless it is comprehensive and well argued.
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Question 8

This was the most popular essay question and mainly well answered. Most candidates

gave a reasonable or better account of the differences between Marxist and reformist
socialist traditions. Stronger answers gave more detail and analysis of the differences within
reformist traditions and/or identified that the Marxist position is based on its view of the
state as an instrument of oppression (rather than as a neutral arbiter).

Put.a cross in the box ¥ indicating the question that you have chosen.
If you change your mind, put a line through the box #
and then Indi;at- your new-question with a cross [,

Chosen Quéstion Number;

GCE Government and Politics 6GP03 3B

Question 6 [ Question7 [ Question8 W —

25



26 GCE Government and Politics 6GP03 3B




GCE Government and Politics 6GP03 3B 27



28 GCE Government and Politics 6GP03 3B



GCE Government and Politics 6GP03 3B 29



30

This is an excellent response with both historical and analytical arguments throughout.
The essay has a strong introduction and gives consideration to the impact on the
argument of the end of the USSR. Although there are a few small inaccuracies, the
breadth and depth of this response meant that it was awarded full marks.
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Paper Summary
Based on their performance on this paper, candidates are offered the following advice:

e Read qustions carefully, at least twice, before choosing which ones to answer. Make sure
you are clear about what the question is asking you to do and answer those questions
where you are confident you can do this.

e Avoid drifting away from answering the question. One way to help you avoid this kind of
drift is to re-use or refer back to the key wording of the question in your answer.

e Itis a good idea to give clear definitions or explanations of key concepts, e.g. for section
A questions a succinct definition of a key term should help you to focus your answer.

Grade Boundaries

Grade boundaries for this, and all other papers, can be found on the website on this link:

http://www.edexcel.com/iwantto/Pages/grade-boundaries.aspx
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